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HOME MISSIONS AT THE SOUTH

BY  E.T. WINKLER, D.D.


The minutes of the Southern Baptist Convention and those of the American Baptist Home Missionary Society, coming to hand at the same time, invite comparison and reflection. In the South the two organizations occupy the same field.


The Home Mission Society is vigorously prosecuting its educational work among the Freedmen, and have now committed the oversight of this work to Dr. J.M. Gregory, one of the most distinguished educators in America.


It has also established such a plan of cooperation with various Southern State Conventions, that the missionaries are largely supported by the North, and make their reports to both bodies. In October a union of this sort was entered into between the Society and the Texas Baptist State Convention and the East Texas Baptist Convention, and in March with the Arkansas State Convention, including missionary work among the white and colored population. The Society cooperates with the Mississippi Convention in the support of a general missionary for the colored people; also with the Colored Conventions of Virginia, North Carolina and Florida, for the support of general missionaries in those States. In Georgia the State Convention pays one-third of the salary of two general missionaries to the Freedmen, the Colored Convention one-third, and the Society the remainder. A similar arrangement was proposed by the other Conventions, both white and colored, at the South, but were, “for the time, declined,” as the finances of the Society would not warrant further enlargement at present.


The Society also contemplates the erection of church edifices at the South. In their report the computation is made that in the Southern States, east of the Mississippi, there are over 1,000 churches without their own houses of worship, and that many more, both white and colored, have but an apology for a meeting-house. And it is insisted that for the rising generation, trained to a better state of things, something better than these repulsive structures must be provided. To Ysleta, Texas, and to Columbus, Mississippi—the latter a colored church—gifts were made for church building the last year. It is the policy of the Society to seize strong points and to work thence outwardly; hence they have already occupied El Paso, Ysleta and Larado, in Texas; and other centres of influence in that great State and in other parts of our Southern domain will be appropriated.


Those brethren who, at Greenville, ventured to deny that the Northern Baptists were invading the territory of the Southern Baptist Convention, must have been, to say the least, strangely ignorant of the facts of the case. Last fall the Southwestern Missionary District was established by the Northern Society, and was put under the charge of Dr. S. W. Marston. It embraces precisely those “regions beyond” which were designated by the Southern Baptist Convention as the special field of its Home Mission Board; for it includes Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, the Indian Territory and Western Louisiana. This intrusion is excused by Dr. Morehouse, because portions of the district had already received largely from the missionary funds of the Society; because it was thought proper that the Western States, cultivated by the Society, should aid those needy Southern regions, in which numbers from these States are going; and, furthermore, because the educational and missionary interests of the colored people in those States demand special attention. At any rate, the Society are on the ground, and they intend to stay.


The facts prove beyond the possibility of question that the Southern Baptist Convention is being supplanted in its own domain. Every one of the border States of the South is occupied by the Home Mission Society; and most of our older States are in cooperative alliance with the American Baptist Publication Society in colportage and Sunday-school work. The number of missionary colporteurs laboring in the South, under the auspices of the last-mentioned Society, is about 50. The missionaries employed in the South by the Home Mission Society is 120—just three times the number of those under commission of our own Home Mission Board. The total expenditure of the Northern Society at the South, for the regular missionary and educational work and school buildings, during the past year, was over $84,000, while, on the other hand, the entire contribution of Southern Baptists to their Home Mission Board did not amount to $29,000. What the result will be, unless a great change takes place, no prophet is needed to foretell. A revival of interest in Home Missions must take place among the nine hundred thousand white Baptists of the South, or we must consent not only to be surpassed in giving by the five hundred thousand Baptists of the North, but even to become their beneficiaries.


Some brethren seem quite satisfied with this outlook. They inquire with surprise, sometimes even with an air of superciliousness. “What difference does it make where the money comes from? Why should we care who gives the funds that sustain our missionaries at the South, that build our churches, that endow our institutions?” The reply is, that we cannot become beneficiaries without lowering our manhood and sacrificing our self-respect. It would be dishonorable, disloyal, indecent in us to resign to others the work that God has given us to do. Our Northern brethren have taken a noble watch-word, and the broad scope and wonderful energy of their Missionary enterprise shows that they feel its sublime inspiration. But surely Christians of other sections should not be allowed to surpass us in contributions of men and money to supply the destitutions of our own field! We are under obligations at least to this extent. And the duty will not be discharged until our gifts to the Home Mission Board shall have been trebled or quadrupled.


The Atlanta Board state that $100,000 are necessary to enable them properly to occupy their field, and that effective work cannot be done in all of them with less than $50,000. These estimates are not extravagant. The change of place will in no wise enhance the efficiency of the Board, unless, in some way, it shall induce Southern Baptists to give more liberally to the sacred cause committed to its charge.

Originally published in American Baptist Reflector, Aug. 23, 1882; Reprinted in The Home Mission Monthly, October, 1882.

“HOME MISSIONS AT THE SOUTH.''

By Dr. Henry Morehouse
Dr. Winkler's article, elsewhere in this number, on "Home Missions at the South," contains some statements very complimentary, to the American Baptist Home Mission So​ciety. But our good brother is still disturbed, as he was at the Southern Convention, at the aggressiveness of the Society! “The North​ern Baptists are invading the territory of the Southern Baptist Convention!” “The facts prove beyond question that the Southern Baptist Convention is being supplanted in its own domain!” “This intrusion is excused by Dr. Morehouse!” At any rate the Society are on the ground and they intend to stay!”

Now, isn't this an alarming state of things? Invasion! Intrusion! Supplanting! There to stay! What answer have we  to make? To the last charge we plead guilty; we are there to STAY. The Southwestern District established last year is one of the settled things. Dr. Marston, whose services have been so satis​factory, has been appointed for the coming year. We are there to stay. The appointment of Dr. Gregory to the oversight of the Soci​ety's educational work in the South means, as respects that field, we are there to stay, un​til the Society's services shall no longer be needed in the uplifting of the needy millions for whom the work has been conducted the last twenty years. The Society will undoubt​edly stay in this field at least for the next gen​eration. Yes, the charge is true. What then? Simply this: Let us gracefully accept the in​evitable and dwell together as brethren.

But what of this “invasion,” “intrusion,” “supplanting?” Our distinguished brother says this is “excused” by the Secretary of the Society. The word is not a fortunate one. We have offered no “excuse”—have none to offer. We have given reasons for the estab​lishment of the Southwestern District. Rea​sons are one thing, excuses are another. In addition to what has been said, we have merely this to add, viz.: That aside from aid extended from the Church Edifice fund, the Society has expended in that district, mainly for mission​ary work, $180,000. If any other general Missionary Society of American Baptists has done more for that region, and is therefore more entitled to the returns from that field for missionary  work in adjacent regions beyond, let them show the figures.

As to “invasion,” “intrusion,” etc., we might truly say we are there by invitation of Conventions which have merely exercised their Convention State rights, as it has pleased them. We have not heard a lisp from the brethren with whom we are cooperating, that they regard us as invaders, but rather as fellow helpers to the truth. “Intrusion?” We remember that this word was used by some about seventeen years ago, after the Society entered upon its work for the Freedmen; but thousands of our beloved brethren at the South and tens of thousands of the colored people today bless the Society for its loving intrusion, and would shudder at the thought of having its grand work undone, or of its withdrawal now from that work. “Blessings on the American Baptist Home Mission Society,” say brethren in the South, who by word and deed are cooperating with us in various departments of Christian service, and who have no sympathy, as they assure us, with this cry of  “invasion.” But, more than this.

The Society is there and anywhere else on this continent by right of its original and un​changed Constitution, which names NORTH AMERICA as its field of operations; is there by the right which is derived from the law of love that requires the strong to respond to the calls of the needy, instead of treating them as Samaritans with whom we can have no dealings, and leaving them to perish; is there by the right and in keeping with the spirit of the new era of our nation when the old things have passed away, and all things have become new, when sectional lines and sectional feelings are being obliterated, and the spirit of fraternity is binding in its blessed bonds the Baptist brotherhood as well as the citizens of this land. 

Ours is not the “Northern Society,” it is the AMERICAN Society; its work prosecuted in every State and Territory, its receipts coming from all parts of the country: its aim being not to make conquests of domain for the sake of the Society, but to make gracious conquests for Christ. And to this work—in the closing words of the Annual Report—we summon and welcome with us all who with us believe that what should be done we must attempt to do.

Published in The Home Mission Monthly, October 1882.

