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	Division in the National Baptist Convention
Lewis G. Jordan

	An account of the dissension which arose among Negro Baptists and culminated after more than a decade of discussion in the separation into two Conventions, each bearing the name: “National Baptist Convention,” must necessarily go into much detail. We will show that in truth there has never been any disruption of the National Baptist Convention as such, but that on the contrary only one Board withdrew leaving intact all the other agencies of the Convention; viz., the Home Mission Board, Foreign Mission Board, Educational Board, B. Y. P. U. Board, Church Extension Board, Benefit Board and the Woman’s Auxiliary Convention.
	“The National Baptist Publishing Board” was a unity, an entity in itself. It was in 1915, at the Chicago session of the Convention that the storm in all its fury burst upon us. Though the pre-Convention meeting was being held in Olivet, with Dr. Nabritt of Georgia, the writer attended the pre-Convention meeting held by the opposition on Tuesday night, September 7, in Salem Baptist Church, 30th and LaSalle Sts., which was presided over by Dr. J. E. Wood of Kentucky. The whole atmosphere was filled with venom, poisoned with threats and expressions which foretold the mighty battle that was to be waged on the morrow with Board control as the goal or destruction of the Convention as alternatives. For nearly an hour the writer and other friends endeavored to appeal to this highly excited gathering, but we were not allowed to speak. The truth of the matter was that no one was permitted to participate unless he could be relied upon to add fuel to the already blazing fires of opposition and revolution in preparation for conflagration of the next day.
	Just here it should be stated that at the Philadelphia session in 1914, a meeting had been held in the basement of Zion Baptist Church wherein the secretary and some friends endeavored to lead away the Publishing Board and a many others as could be mustered to form another Convention. The attempt was unsuccessful, for the majority of those present did not favor the move. However, one year later, the opposition was better organized. The opening session of the 1915 Convention was being held in the 18th St. Regiment Armory, Chicago, September 9th. No sooner had the devotions ended than a motion was made to adopt the program. Then the opposition to the motion threw the meeting into a confusion such as one may witness only once, if at all, in a lifetime. The reassuring circulars sent out by President Morris had disarmed the loyal members of the Convention and they were not expecting such an onslaught, so all they could do was to keep the more blustering ones from controlling the meeting. The filibustering lasted till after twelve, noon, when a motion passed to adjourn, and President Morris declared the Convention adjourned. The opposition thereupon called their friends to order and furthered their plans for disrupting the Convention on the morrow. It was reported $1000 was then offered as a bribe to secure badges from the secretary of the Convention. This move failing, the last resort was an injunction. On Thursday morning, the 10th, all of the preliminaries, including welcome addresses and responses were over. President Morris was reading his annual address when a sheriff arrived with an injunction sworn out by the Secretary of the Publishing Board and friends who followed the sheriff to point out their man. Many of the highly spiritual pastors stood aghast at this proceeding and referred to the whole matter as a miniature picture of Judas at Gethsemane. The secretary of the Publishing Board and his followers had an injunction issued restraining Dr. Morris from acting as president and others from presiding, hoping to stop further proceedings. During the recess between sessions all the belongings of the Board were removed, church furniture, books, periodicals and all, to Salem Baptist Church; the plans for secession were complete and perfect in every detail and as a surprise measure, could not have been executed in a more thorough and disconcerting manner.
	When the Board left to organize in Salem Baptist Church, they took from the Armory all records, material and the members who declared that the secretary’s argument in defense of his claim that the Publishing House was his own private property was a perfectly just and reasonable one.
	However, the National Baptist Convention continued to hold its sessions in the 18th St. Regiment Armory, the building engaged by the local committee, originally, for the purpose with President Morris in the chair and all secretaries of Boards, performing their original duties. But after long years of prosperity and splendid financial returns the Publishing Board had become completely independent and was thus able to defy the wishes of the National Baptist Convention and ignore its edicts. The resultant depression and discouragement of the brethren cannot be adequately portrayed in words. But there was no remedy for the situation.

How the So-called Split Occurred

	The sainted E. J. Fisher, D. D., Pastor of Olivet in Chicago, had died. One of the strong opposition men from Texas came to the funeral, and it was said, spent two weeks in Chicago with the pastors of Ebenezer and Salem Baptist Churches; laid the plans for the insurrection and secured the use of Salem Church as the place where the organization of the opposition would take place. These plans were known to Prof. M. M. Rodgers, the auditor, and two others, who wrote and wired Dr. E. C. Morris the situation; but he doubted that an attempt to disrupt the Convention was to be made. Dr. Morris did not believe that there lived a man or men so void of principle as to do such a thing. Had he followed the advice of his informers, the Publishing House might have been saved. The following letter explains itself.
Helena, Ark., Aug. 7th, 1915

To the Negro Baptists in the United States, Greetings:
	As we near the time for the 35th Annual Meeting of the National Baptist Convention, to be held at Chicago, Ill., September 8-14, 1915, it is fitting we think that the man who has been honored with the presidency of that great organization for twenty-one years, to at least attempt to forecast some of the things to be considered in that meeting, and ask the prayerful consideration of them by the leaders.
	The editors of our denominational papers are honest, capable men, and most of them predict a peaceable, harmonious meeting, for which we should all labor and pray. But it is evident that some of them have been misinformed; and as moulders of public sentiment, they have unintentionally conveyed that misinformation to the general public. The National Baptist Convention is in tact, and will hold a harmonious, profitable meeting, unless it should be disturbed by just such persons as were in evidence at the Philadelphia meeting.
	The officers of the Convention have but one purpose, and that is, the promotion of the best interest of the race and denomination, and they hold firmly to the doctrine that the people must rule; and that principle will be strictly adhered to at Chicago.
	The clouds which some would have you believe have gathered over the denomination, to the effect that seven men have arrogated to themselves the authority to incorporate the Convention, and that they are to be the sole owners and controllers of the affairs of the Convention have nothing in them but wind. The president of the Convention never saw a copy of the charter gotten out by the committee, until the 25th of June 1915, and was not consulted as to its form of construction. But he has given some time to a study of it since that time; and no such construction can be rightly given to it by any unbiased man. But to the reverse, the charter places the affairs of the Convention where they rightfully belong – in the hands of the people as represented in their national organization.
	Most of the complaint being raised against the seven incorporators, are by persons who are themselves members of a corporation, whose charter makes it possible for their perpetuation in office without the consent of the National Baptist Convention, while the seven men mentioned in the charter will not retain their positions except by the will of the Convention. Nor are the conditions of the charter such as to require all meetings to be held in the District of Columbia as reported in the papers. I quote Article 6 “ That the annual meetings of said corporation shall be held at such times and places in the United States of America as shall be provided in its by-laws, or shall be fixed by resolution of its Board of Directors.” It will be observed that the corporation is the National Baptist Convention, and not the seven directors who may be replaced by the corporation at its option. 
	Let me beg that all persons who desire that the Convention shall control its own affairs, and that the will of the people shall not be overthrown, to come to Chicago to peaceably adjust all differences, and not allow yourselves to be angered by designing men, who would have you disgrace the race and denomination.
						Very truly yours,
E. C. MORRIS,
President National Baptist Convention

	The American National Baptist Convention organized in St. Louis in 1886 by Wm. J. Simmons and others was the outburst of a desire for self-determination.
	The National Baptist Educational Convention in Washington, D.C., exhibited the desire on the part of the leaders to train young men for the ministry. 
	Then in 1894, at Montgomery, was indicated the willingness to unite to form one great National meeting, and reflects the desire to have an honest and workable organization through which the churches might work for home and foreign missions as well as Christian education. As yearly the scope increased a few of the most far-visioned members of the National Baptist Convention saw the importance of safeguarding the holdings of the Convention, for the denomination and coming generations. Prof. M. M. Rodgers of Texas, a very capable layman, who was at the time auditor of the Convention, was asked to ascertain the proper steps to take towards this end. This letter from an eminent New York lawyer shows the aim and results of the auditor’s inquiry:

New York, July 27th, 1912
M. M. Rodgers, Esq., 
	Secretary National Baptist Convention
		Lagrange, Texas
	Replying to yours of the 16th inst., I have to say that I think I fully grasp your situation with regards to the affairs of the National Convention, and will do my utmost to aid you in making the very best presentation of your side of matters.
	Answering your several questions I would say:
	1st: “Can the National Convention by resolution abrogate the charters of all of its incorporated boards?”
	A. No resolution of the Convention itself can abrogate a charter of incorporation granted by the laws of state or of the District of Columbia. Such charters must be abrogated or dissolved in the manner provided by the laws of the jurisdiction where incorporated. In Kentucky this may be done by the written consent of a majority of the incorporators. In Tennessee and the District of Columbia an application must be made to the courts, but the Convention has the right by resolution, to direct the officers of the incorporated boards to make transfer of all the property of such corporations to the National Convention, when incorporated, and also direct them to take the proper steps in the several states to procure the dissolution of their corporations.
	2nd: “Can the National Baptist Convention in the same resolution authorize the parent body to be incorporated, and if so should the incorporators be named in that resolution?”
	A. A proper resolution may be drawn embodying the matter of the dissolution of the subordinate corporations, and the incorporation of the parent body, which resolution I have undertaken to draw, and am now sending you. It will not be necessary to name the incorporators in that resolution; that being a matter of detail should be left to the committee in charge of the matter of incorporation referred to in the resolution. The number of that committee may be in number from three to nine as the Convention cares to name.
	3rd: “If such a resolution is adopted will it be necessary for the body to meet and ratify the articles of incorporation before they can be filed and made effective?”
	A. No. The committee appointed will have all the power necessary to render the incorporation effective.
	4th: “Will it be necessary to get the consent of the incorporators of boards to dissolve them?”
	A. The consent of the identical persons who procured the incorporation will not be required, but as in Kentucky where the written consent is required for a dissolution the consent of the active members of a corporation, at the time dissolution is sought, I would imagine would be all that is necessary. That, however, will be a detail which can be complied with after the parent body has been incorporated.
	5th: “If the parent body can be incorporated would you advise its incorporation in one of the states or the District of Columbia?”
	A. Under the circumstances, taking in consideration the nature of your work and the personnel of your membership, I am inclined to the District of Columbia as the place of incorporation. While the effect will be the same in law, a charter granted by the District of Columbia under the laws of the U.S.A., it being the seat of the National Government would carry with it the idea of national importance and supreme control, and will generally appeal to the Convention.
	The Supreme Lodge of Knights of Pythias was incorporated in the District of Columbia for this very reason.
	Coming to the reason why the parent body should be incorporated rather than the several subordinate boards, the following may be suggested:
	1st: The necessity of having the title to all the property of the Convention stated in the name of the parent or supreme body rather than in the name of its subordinate boards, which cannot be done unless the parent body is incorporated.
	2nd: That in the event of a split in the Convention, or the want of harmony, or if any sort of rebellion should arise, the parent body unincorporated would encounter great difficulty in securing control of the property and interests of the incorporated boards, should they refuse to recognize the claim of the parent body.
	3rd: In the event persons charitably inclined should desire to make donation of money or property to the Convention for the purpose of aiding its work by deed or will, such donation would fail unless the Convention were incorporated, as it would have no authority to hold or acquire any property whatever in its present name. True, it could take property in the name of trustees or other officers, but donors might not so easily remember the names of trustees as they would the Convention when desiring to make a gift or a will.
	4th: The scope and dignity of the National Baptist Convention requires that it should assume permanent form as a legal creature and being with full power to exercise control over all its boards and braches throughout the world.
	More reasons will occur as you think the matter over, but the foregoing seem to me to be quite sufficient.
	Some of these reasons are hinted at already in the preamble to the resolution.
	The resolution is given more as a form to guide you than anything else, and you may find it necessary to change its working altogether to make it conform to you idea of the true situation of Convention matters.
	If you succeed in winning the Convention over to the idea of incorporation, I shall be glad to take up the question of terms for the work of incorporating same. This I can do as well in the states as in the District of Columbia.
	I shall expect to hear from you again.
						Very truly yours,
	WILFORD H. SMITH

RESOLUTION
	Indianapolis, Indiana, September 9, 1920
	WHEREAS, THE NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, since its organization in 1880, has been carrying on its business and conducting its affairs as an unincorporated voluntary association; and
	WHEREAS, the said Convention is national in scope and also in its representation and membership and is constantly seeking to enlarge its territory;
	WHEREAS, the said Convention has found it necessary to its efficiency and permanency to establish various subordinate boards under its supervision and control; viz., The National Baptist Publishing Board, the Baptist Young Peoples Union Board, the Foreign Mission Board, the Home Mission Board and the Woman’s Board, auxiliary to the National Baptist Convention; and
	WHEREAS, without being incorporated the said National Baptist Convention cannot hold or acquire any property in its own name either by deed, gift or devised, and it is now the sense of the National Baptist Convention of the United States of America, in it Fortieth Annual Session assembled that it would be more in keeping with the dignity and scope of this organization that the same should be incorporated as the supreme and parent body over all its subordinate boards, with power to create and establish such boards, branches and auxiliaries as in the judgment of the Convention it may deem wise and best so that all such boards, auxiliaries and branches may be brought under one management and head according to law and so that all the property acquired by said boards will stand in the name of and belong to the said Convention. NOW THEREFORE BE IT
	RESOLVED: That the charter which has been applied for by the said National Baptist Convention of the United States of America, and granted under the laws and recorded, May 17, 1915 in the office of the Recorder of Deeds, D.C.; and, this day read and considered by the said National Baptist Convention of the United States of America be and the said charter is hereby ratified and adopted.
						Respectfully submitted,
M. M. RODGERS
 Upon his report a Committee on a Charter was appointed and the charter was gotten out in Washington D.C. 
	There were two schools of thought in denominational affairs, the one insisting that the work of the Board should be undisturbed save for the annual report to the Convention; the other denying the right of the Board to hold such power. In an unskillful attempt to make wrongdoers atone and to retain our already-weakened tenure on the property of the Convention, the battle waxed warm to offset sentiment favoring dividing the Publishing Board from the Home Board, the secretary turned the fight on President Morris. Dr. C. T. Walker, on of the most modest, eloquent and influential men in our ranks was nominated by the secretary and his friends for the presidency of the Convention at New Orleans in 1913. Because the delegates were so determined to divide their boards, in the belief that by so doing they would break the strangle hold the Publishing Board had on the Convention. Good Dr. Walker was greatly humiliated by the small number of votes received. At New Orleans the Convention was so overwhelming in its determination, the Publishing Board made a complete surrender, and had the delegates followed up that victory the plant might have been saved to the Convention. In good Roosevelt an language, the Publishing Board and its secretary were “whipped to a frazel.” Ominously gathering clouds of dissatisfaction and doubt seen faintly on our horizon at the New Orleans meeting in 1913, grew during the year until, at the Philadelphia session in 1914 there was revealed the insistent determination on the part of the Secretary of our Publishing Board and his friends to declare the Publishing House to be a purely private business institution. Naturally this decision was opposed by a group of men who, equally determined, contended that the National Baptist Publishing House had been bought and was being paid for by the donation, patronage and moral support of the churches, district associations and state conventions making up the National Baptist Convention. That at St. Louis in 1896 by vote of the parent body, the Publishing Committee was created and the secretary elected; that for nineteen years the report of the secretary and Board presented, had been programmed, listened to and voted upon by the delegates assembled, and adopted by the National Baptist Convention. That in consequence of these facts the churches, district associations and state conventions which made up the great National Baptist Convention would either control said plant or it would organize one that it could control. But after long years of prosperity and splendid financial returns from a confiding people, the Publishing Board had become completely independent and was thus able to defy the wishes of the National Baptist Convention and ignore its edicts. Dr. Haynes representing a special committee on this matter received a letter containing among other things the following:
Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 17, 1914.
Rev. William Haynes and Others,
Dear Brothers:
	It is unnecessary for us to say that we hold ourselves in readiness to give any information to the denomination that will be any benefit to it. The business of the National Baptist Publishing Board has been built up by the Board after many years of labor and hardship. The results of its labors have been, we say with pardonable pride, not only to promote the interest of the denomination, but to demonstrate to the world what our people could do for themselves in this particular way.
	We are thoroughly aware of the fact that a large part of our success has been due to the fact that we have received the endorsement and encouragement of our Baptist brethren throughout the country; and in return, we have endeavored at all times, to promote the interests of their denomination, as well as of our race.
	In regard to the questions that you ask, we take them up in their order.
	Insofar as the purchase of the property of Boyd and Beckham, or the sale of the interest that this Board has in the property, we desire to say that this Board has no control over Boyd and Beckham individually, and could not, if it so desired, coerce them to sell their property.
	As to the sale of the option which this Board holds on this property, the Board has not yet determined what course it will pursue. It will necessarily be governed in this matter by the best lights that the members of the Board have, as what will be to the interest of the National Baptist Publishing Board.
	2. In reply to the second proposition, namely that we separate all private enterprises from the Publishing Board, we beg leave to say that insofar as this matter is of interest to you, that has always been true since the organization of the separate concerns, except insofar as they have been able to work in cooperation for their mutual interests, without injury to either.
	3. In regard to the payment of the mortgage debt, we desire to say that the Board entertains but slight hope that the business will be such for some time to come, as to enable it to pay off this mortgage. However, the Board is not unmindful of the desirability of accomplishing this end.
	Signed:
							R. H. BOYD.
	The resultant depression and discouragement of the brethren cannot be adequately portrayed in words. But there was no remedy for the situation.
	The judge pronounced them “Splitters” and characterized their body as a “Rump Convention.” Thereupon the insurgent secretary and his friends withdrew and met to hold in the Salem Baptist Church a session of what they designated as “The National Baptist Convention, Unincorporated,” Dr. E. P. Jones of Mississippi was chosen as the first president. They created Boards modeled after those of the original Convention. It will be seen they did not include our seeding Board but made a Publishing Board should take up its headquarters in Nashville to look after the orthodoxy of the literature issued by our seceding Board. Note further that this Board was instructed that it was in no way to interfere with the property or the management of the property of our rebellious Board—the “Old Publishing Board.” The reason assigned for this stipulation was given; viz., They had put no money into it, thereby declaring the institution to be the property of the secretary of the Publishing Board and managed by a committee who were to be chosen and appointed by him or themselves. The following excerpt taken from the closing paragraph of their “Exhibit C” is the expression made by the “Unincorporated Convention” in 19815, concerning this question of : “Who owns the Publishing House?”
		“You are aware that the National Baptist Publishing Board of the National Baptist 		Convention is an incorporated institution, a legal entity created under the laws of 			the State of Tennessee, and that the National Baptist Convention ahs no record 			known to us where the National Baptist Convention owns any property interest, or 		invested any money in said corporation, therefore you will not be expected to 			enter litigation for possession of the property, or the removal of any of the 				incorporators but  you will demand in the name of the National Baptist 				Convention, Unincorporated, of the United States of America, free and full 			advisory supervision as to the doctrine, dictation and policy of all Baptist 				publications furnished by them to our churches and Sunday schools under the 			resolution passed by this Convention.”
		Signed:
						REV. E. P. JONES, President
						REV. T. J. KING, Secretary
								National Baptist Convention		

	(See National Baptist Convention Journal, Page 34, 1916)
	This organization, dubbed by Judge Smith a “Rump Convention,” has survived, and from year to year many of the good men who made up its personnel have, for various reasons, returned to the original body. Both the president, Dr. E. P. Jones, and the seceding secretary have gone to their reward. It is said that the property is no longer as prosperous and flourishing in appearance as in the days when it was considered to belong to the National Baptist Convention, and visitors to Nashville often comment on the signs of decay and neglect that are evident everywhere. The “Rump Convention” was the second group to secede during the past years of the existence of the National Baptist Convention. A spirit of bitterness among the brethren arose as the result of the dissemination of half-truths and even utter falsehoods by those who believed in Board control, which divided families and friends, causing much sorrow among Baptists. But time, the great healer, invariably softens men’s hearts and gives them better judgment. In less than a year after this ever-to-be regretted affair, Negro Baptists began to ask themselves: “Am I wise in helping to build private institutions, or should I unite with the brethren in projecting enterprises to be owned and controlled by the National Baptist Convention? Would it not be infinitely better to aid in founding institutions that may be passed on to my children and to other young Baptists—institutions which shall be centers of economic, social and religious activities—on down through the ages, when as a united Baptist group they shall be called upon to do their share of the world’s work? Thus reasoning, it has come about that sane, thoughtful consideration has caused many to heed Paul’s advice: “Mark them which cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them.”
	Rev. A. R. Griggs offered a resolution directing that all records of the Home Mission Boards now in the hands of the former secretary, Dr. R. H. Boyd, be turned over to the new secretary, Dr. J. A. Booker. The rules were suspended and the resolution was adopted, after eliminating the feature asking for the appointment of a committee by the Southern Baptist Convention.
	WHEREAS, It has been reported to this Convention, by the corresponding secretary of thee Home Mission Board of the National Convention, Rev. J. A. Booker, D.D., that when the office of corresponding secretary was vacated by his predecessor, not one scratch of a pen in way of records or accounts covering a period of nearly eighteen years was turned over to him. 
	WHEREAS, The Southern White Baptist Home Mission Board has been cooperating with this Convention financially in helping to support our Home Mission work to the extent of about ten thousand dollars a year for the last ten years. Therefore be it
	RESOLVED, That we advise the Home Mission Board of this Convention to investigate this whole matter of how one hundred thousand dollars expended by the Home Mission Board was disposed of through Rev. R. H. Boyd, and demand that he turn the books and records of the office of the Home Mission Board over to his successor, Rev. J. A. Booker, D. D. 
	This resolution failed in its purpose for the books were never given to Secretary Booker.
	WHEREAS, Certain brethren, including Dr. R. H. Boyd, formerly secretary of the National Baptist Publishing Board, have made a futile attempt to enjoin perpetually the officers of the National Baptist Convention and officers of its Foreign Mission, B. Y. P. U., and Educational Boards from filling their places as officers of said Convention and its Boards for the evident purpose of getting control of the Convention and its property irregularly and 
	WHEREAS, These brethren have withdrawn and separated themselves from the National Baptist Convention in a manner contrary to all Baptist usage as well as contrary to the laws of the land; and 
	WHEREAS, the Publishing Board is chartered as a domestic corporation in the State of Tennessee, which fact may cause delay in getting possession of its plant and property, both real and personal in Nashville, Tenn., and elsewhere through its proper agency; therefore be it
	RESOLVED, That the National Baptist Publishing Board of the national Baptist Convention, be and is hereby instructed to immediately take such steps as may be necessary to get possession and control of the Publishing plant and property at Nashville, Tenn., or elsewhere, amicably or at law, or in equity; and to quiet any unrest on the part of our loyal churches and Sunday schools, etc., as to Sunday school periodicals and other religious literature, or by directing them in the matter of obtaining supplies of this nature in any way the said Board may deem feasible and wise.
						R. M. CAVER
						R. A. WILLIAMS
						J. P. BURDETTE

	The “Old Publishing House” lost forever to organized Negro Baptists, they proceeded to take steps that would forbid a repetition of this unfortunate affair, and forever prevent a diversion of the people’s property, built up and fostered by the Convention, to private use and ownership. In brief, by means of well-nigh incredible struggles the denomination has succeeded in building a magnificent struggles and the denomination has succeeded in building a magnificent structure, occupying a lot which measured 92 by 155 ft., and costing $37,500. It is located at the intersection of Fourth Avenue and Cedar Street, in Nashville, Tennessee. Counting the basement the “New Publishing House” is six stories high. Negro architects drew the plans for this edifice and a Negro contractor erected the house with Negro labor. Built of steel, concrete and stone, it has with equipment cost $750,000, and is financed almost entirely with Negro capital. But best of all, it is the property of Negro Baptists and will be passed on to their posterity. Standing on the site of a hotel which in antebellum days was the favored resort of slave traders and owners, within sight of the spot where the slave auction block stood, the descendants of slaves who built the old hostelry used in their mortar some of the crumbled bricks which black hands molded in servitude. A striking commentary on the vicissitudes of time and an example of the fact that
	“God moves in a mysterious way,
	His wonders to perform.”
	The property is deeded to the National Baptist Convention absolutely and every Baptist has equity in it, for this reason. About four hundred employees are needed in all departments and it serves as a constant inspiration to the youth of the race who may be available as printers, editors, proof readers, typesetters, linotype operators, clerks, bookkeepers, book-binders, salesmen, stenographers, laborers and the like. It is easily the greatest thing built by Negroes since we built the Sphinx and the Pyramids.
	After the defection of Secretary Boyd, the National Baptist Convention chose Lawyer S. P. Harris, nephew by marriage, of President Morris, of Arkansas, for secretary of this Board, which has ever since been called the Sunday School Publishing Board of the National Baptist Convention. As a second beginning, the B. Y. P. U. housed the Publishing Board, 409 Gay St., where it remained for one and one-half years. Because of some differences between Secretary Harris and the auditor, he served only one year. Exactly one year after the upheaval, and dissolution of our old Publication Board in Chicago, many of our leaders including the veteran secretary of the B. Y. P. U. Board, Dr. E. W. D. Isaac, Dr. S. E. Griggs, Editor of the Beacon Light and Rev. L. K. Williams, President of the Texas Baptist State Convention, where imbued with the idea that Rev. L. G. Jordan, then secretary of the Foreign Mission Board could fill this place to the great advantage of the Convention. They insisted that Dr. Jordan, being a contemporary and personal friend of Dr. Boyd, would know best how to quell the turmoil into which the former secretary had plunged our Convention. Accordingly at Savannah, Georgia, meeting of the Convention, 1916, the Publishing Board elected Dr. Jordan to succeed Attorney Harris. This action did not meet with favor from President Morris who expressed his opinion that the Foreign Mission work would suffer if its secretary were taken away at this period in its activities. Hence, under great pressure from President E. C. Morris and from an aspirant to the position and the field secretary of the American Baptist Publication Society as well, the National Baptist Convention urged the Publishing Board to rescind its action and to allow Dr. Jordan to continue with the Foreign Mission Board. Therupon Dr. Jordan withdrew, throwing his strength to Rev. Wm. Haynes of Tennessee, who was elected. Dr. Haynes brought to the office much influence and personal credit in the business world. He was a successful pastor, the treasurer of Roger Williams University and an alumnus of that institution. Within four years Secretary Haynes had accomplished a vast amount of work in so organizing the Board as to secure more adequate headquarters and to meet the growing demand for Sunday-school supplies. It must be kept in mind, the courts gave the seceding Board everything we had gathered for 18 years even to our name. So, without a pencil or mailing list, the Convention started all over again. Dr. Townsend, the present secretary, a cultured and scholarly man, trained for both the medical and ecclesiastical professions, was elected in Indianapolis, Ind., 19—. He has been remarkably successful in his work of bringing to reality the National Baptist Convention’s dream of an ideal publishing house. His efforts have been untiring to build and place on a sound financial basis the “New Publishing House,” the wonderful structure afore-mentioned. Dr. Townsend possesses all of the qualities of intellect and the courage required to perform the heroic undertaking which he has so efficiently executed. Many believed we have built too costly a structure but until now we are going and growing. 
	An interesting fact came to light in connection with the financing of the “New Building.”
	A leading white bank in Nashville, had consented to become the depository of the funds to be used in the construction, but on learning that not only had a Negro architect drawn the plans but a Negro contractor had been engaged to erect the building, refused to have anything at all to do with the matter. The Building Committee then made application to a Negro Bank and were accepted. Thereby the race is enabled to point with pride to an edifice which is almost wholly a “race production” from start to finish.

Meeting of the Peace Commissions at Memphis, Tennessee,
March 19, 1918
	The parent body never slackened its effort to have denominational peace—white Baptist, north and south, sympathized with us, and sought to help us.
	Upon call the three commissions, one from the Southern Baptist Convention, one from the National Baptist Convention (Incorporated), and one from the National Baptist Convention (Unincorporated), met to consider and proposed a basis of union for the two National Baptist Conventions. There were present from the commission of Southern Baptist Convention, O. L. Hailey, Secretary; A. J. Barton, Ben Cox, A. U. Boone, Rufus W. Weaver, W. E. Atkinson, J. B. Grambrell; from the commission of the National Baptist Convention (incorporated); T. O. Fuller, A. R. Griggs, Joseph A. Booker, C. T. Walker, C. H. Parrish, L. K. Williams, W. H. Moses, and from the National Baptist Convention (unincorporated) D. B. Gaines, George W. Alexander, S. R. Prince, John W. Hurse, J. L. Harding, E. W. Bowen and S. S. Jones.
	A. U. Boone was elected chairman and O. L. Hailey secretary of the commission.
	After devotional service it was decided by unanimous vote to allow the commission from each of the National Conventions to present its views as to what would be an acceptable basis of unification and consolidation. W. H. Moses spoke for the National Baptist Convention (incorporated) and John N. Franks for the National Baptist Convention (unincorporated).
	After conference it was agreed that a committee of three be appointed, one from each of the three commissions, to take the statements presented by the spokesmen, to give them consideration and to formulate a tentative basis of agreement. By mutual consent and by appointment of the chair the committee consisted of W. E. Atkinson, S. S. Jones and L. K. Williams. Commission adjourned to meet at 3:30 p.m.
Afternoon Session
	Commission called to order by Chairman A. U. Boone. The report of the committee on basis of agreement was presented, considered seratim, amended and adopted as follows.
	Basis for the unification of the Negro Baptists of America and for the consolidation of the National Baptist Convention (Incorporated) and the National Baptist Convention (Unincorporated) unanimously adopted at Memphis, Tennessee, Tuesday, March 19th, by the Joint Commission composed of the Commissions of the Southern Baptist Convention and the two National Baptist Conventions.
	The Joint Commission composed of the commissions appointed by the Southern Baptist Convention (Incorporated) and the National Baptist Convention (Unincorporated) recommends unanimously the following as a basis for the settlement of the differences between the latter two bodies and for their consolidation:
	1. That the Charter of the National Baptist Convention (Incorporated) be surrendered and annulled.
	2. That the lawsuit now pending against the National Baptist Publishing Board be dismissed as soon as these agreements are approved by the two National Baptist Conventions, with the understanding that the right of denominational ownership and control of all institutions and boards is hereby recognized and that said ownership and control in each individual case shall be determined and established at the earliest time possible after consolidation by such methods as may be necessary.
	3. That the Executive Boards of the two National Baptist Conventions be requested to approve these articles within the next two months and provide that the two conventions meet this year in the same city, in separate conventions, on the same day, for the final and complete ratification of this agreement; that said ratification in the coming session of each convention shall take precedence over all other matters after the usual opening preliminaries.
	4. That immediately after the ratification as set forth above, this joint commission shall name a chairman and other officers of said united convention who shall preside over the joint session for consolidation.
	5. That the united convention appoint a committee to confer with a committee of the Southern Baptist Convention about the differences concerning the location of the National Baptist Theological Seminary.
	6. That the Southern Baptist Convention appoint a permanent advisory committee of nine, with which the Executive Committee, or any other committee or board of the said united convention may at any time confer.
	By motion a committee of three was appointed, one from each commission, to present the findings of this meeting to the officers of each of the National Baptist Conventions and to their Executive Boards. The committee consisted of O. L. Hailey, T. O. Fuller, and D. B. Gaines.
	It was decided to report the conclusions of the joint commission to a mass meeting of the colored brethren who had come together from all over the United States and had spent two days in prayer and devotion at the First Baptist Church (colored) and who were waiting to hear the report from the Peace Meeting. At the request of Chairman A. U. Boone, the report of the joint commission was read by W. E. Atkinson and was most heartily and enthusiastically approved by the mass meeting. The commission adjourned subject to the call of the chairman.
						A. U. BOONE, Chairman
						O. L. HAILEY, Secretary
	
	


