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PUBLISHERS' NOTICE.
We hope our readers will be gratified with the new dress-in

which the present Number appears. Instead of reducing the

number of pages, as was intimated might be necessary, on the
cover last month, they will remain as %efore, and a new, beau-
tiful, and enlarged type, will hereafter be used, increasing, as
we hope, the satisfaction with which our articles will be
perused. '

The sad deranﬁlement and pecuniary loss experienced by the-

publisher of the Memorial early in the last year, has been the
occasion of much embarrassment. He was absent from the
city at the time, and several weeks after ; and it has been with
great difficulty that the lists of subscribers have been again
replaced—the loss in some degree repaired, and the arrange-
ment consummated by which Mr. T. S. Husted, of New York,
assumes hereafter an equal share in the rights and duties of
Publisher. Muchis hoped from his well known energy, order,
and untiring devotion to the claims of the business responsibili-
ties to this concern, If those, now delinquent in payment, will

romptly remit their dues—and if the friends of the work will
interest their neighbors for the increase of its circylation, this
year will not close before its permanent establishment, with
enlarged means of usefulness, and additional attractions will be
secured. The publishers pledie themselves to spare no prudent
efforts or expenditures to make the work increasingly worthy
of the cause with which it is identified. ’

The continued aid of those who have edited the last two
volumes, is relied’ on for the future, and the hope is reasonably
cherished, that ere long the circulation will warrant the employ-
ment of a competent editor to devote his time more unreserved!
to its interests. Such arrangements are now confidently anti-
cipated, and will be announced as soon as complete.

J. R. Brcerow, .
T. S. HusTep, gP ublishers.

New York, Jan. 1, 1846.

PORTRAIT OF DR. JUDSON.

We take pleasure in being able to announce to our readers, that a beauti-
ful engraving of Dg. Jupsoxn, with the Table on which he translated the
Bible in Burmese, will be issued in a few days from this city. And for the
encouragement of our subscribers, we make the following proposition :
To each person who will pay for the Memorial for 1846, within two months,
from the first of January, together with all arrears now due, shall be fur-
nished with a copy gratis.
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EDITORS NOTICE.

~ AAAAAA

-

Taz undersigned, having originated, and in a large degree—as principal editor—
conducted the work through the last five years of its history, may reasonably crave
the indulgence of its readers for a moment, now that its chief management is about
to pass into other hands. Thatthe original design of the work was adapted to
meet the wants of a large number in every part ofgthe country, has becn abundantly
manifest ; that its plan has been so inadequately executed, has resulted from sever-
al causes, and especially the impossibility of concentrating upon it the requisite
amount of editorial care and labor. Most of what has been done has been gratui-
tously rendered for the promotion of an object of general, and, to some extent, of
permanent interest and importance. From the beginning it was hoped that the
patronage would ultimately warrant the employment of a competent editor, to give
his best efforts for the improvement of the work. The present publisher has deter-
mined to try the experiment, and our best wishes will accompany. him in this un-
dertaking. The subscriber will retire from the front to the rear rank, and whatever
aid he can render consistently with other claims, he will cheerfully give as assistant,
while the main charge will devolve on his esteemed friend, the Rev. E. Hutchinson,
to whom, generally, it will be desirable that publications and communications should
be addressed. Any which it is particularly desired should receive the notice of the
assistant, may be directed where this notice is dated.

With many heartfelt thanks for the generous kindness extended to him by the
editorial fraternity and the public—with sincere regrets for whatever has been
wrong, and desires for the prosperity of the Memorial and all its friends, and with
a prevailing conviction of the immense desirableness of such conciliations and con-
cord as may more perfectly unite the great Baptist family in the truth, and then by
their persevering endeavors may give to that truth the widest and earliest diffusion,
he begs leave to set his name to this notice.

RUFUS BABCOCK.

New Bedford, 23d Nov., 1846.
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A RETROSPECT: WITH ITS HUMBLING AND CHEERING
SUGGESTIONS.

Tue commencement of another year, and of a new volume
of the Memorial, seems naturally to invite to retrospection.
The four volumes of our monthly miscellany, covering as many
years of our denominational history, can scarcely be reviewed
without awakening a lively interest in their transactions.
‘When the prospectus of our sheet was issued, in the latter part
of the year 1841, how different, in many important respects,
the condition of the great American Baptist family, from what
itis at present! There was then an increasing spirit of union
and co-operation among the great majority of our churches, in
the morally sublime objects of religious benevolence. Our
Home and Foreign Mission enterprizes were attracting to
themselves an annually increasing amount of zeal, enterprize,
and liberal contribution. The wilderness and solitary place in
our own and in foreign lands, was becoming the object of
praiseworthy solicitude. The feet of them who bring glad
tidings of good things, were welcomed on the mountains and
in the valleys, and the reasonable hope was cherished, that soon
that Divine Word, which giveth light and hope to them who
sit in the shadow of death, would run very swiftly, and be so-
* faithfully and fully translated, that every tribe and tongue and
people under the whole heaven might read in their own lan-
guage the wonderful works of God, and the love and grace of
the Saviour.
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Precious revivals of religion were then adding thousands
every month to the enrolled company of those who having been
buried with Christ in his initiatory ordinance, and raised up to
walk with him as dear children, were properly reckoned the
avowed and determined instruments of the communlcatlon of
his mandates to their fellow men.

This delightful progress, gave cheering promise of early
emancipation for the millions enslaved by sin, that they might
be delivered from its condemnation and its pollution, and be
introduced to all the blissful privileges of God’s dear children.

For the last two years, however, a change of most unwel-
come character has been manifest. Those who had before been
united in the cause of evangelical benevolence have been sun-
dered ; the charm of unrion is dissolved ; and the blessing
which is wont to rest on the cordial co-operation of God’s chil-
dren, while laboring for the advancement of His kingdom, has
seemed, in a painful degree, withheld. In the Northern and
Eastern, and most of the middle States, the diminution of com-
municants in our churches has, in the aggregate, been very con-
siderable, and perhaps in the other portions of our country, if
a discipline of salutary stringency and faithfulness had been
constantly exercised, their decrease would have appeared
nearly as large.

As a natural consequence of this low state of religious feel-
ing and action, feuds and broils and unlovely, unholy con-
tentions are manifesting themselves among ministers and
churches ;—and more particularly, perhaps, among some of the
religious newspapers, where they have a prominence as unen-
viable, as their facilities for spreading their own malign influ-
ence, and re-producing, far and wide, their contagious power,
are lamentably obvious. There has neirer, indeed, been seen
an entire exemption from these evils ; but has not their preva-
lence within the period above specified, been unusually painful
and alarming ?

Can it be other than the part of wisdom and timely fidelity to
inquire after the cause or causes of this state of things? Doubt-
less the skilful physician who examines with discriminating
thoroughness the patient submitted to his treatment, is first of
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all desirous of ascertaining what are the disturbing influences
which have made any medical interposition requisite. It must
be honestly admitted in this case, that the wise and learned (as
well as the rude and brawling) “doctors of the body ecclesias-
tic,” are sadly disagreed in the causes assigned for the present
state of things. Perhaps we have all looked too far away from
ourselves for the origin of the evil. Certain it is, that if every
one of those who are by their profession the salt of the earth,
the light of the world, would at least correct the evils and
wrongs of one, we should soon witness a .delightful improve-
ment. And why should there not be at once instituted a faith-
ful self-scrutiny by each disciple, with the honest and firm pur-
pose not to blink the question which conscience puts home,
“ What have I done to produce the present untoward and pain-
ful state ?” Reserving for another paper, such aids as we can
suggest for this personal examination, let us now turn to a
more welcome aspect of our affairs.

With the mention of all that is mournful and humiliating on
the points above indicated, it would be manifesti njustice to hide
from view some redeeming excellencies. So far as even
the movements above deplored, have arisen from sentiments
and feelings allied to excellence of any kind, it is proper to note
this extenuating feature. And furthermore, many of the ten-
dencies which now cause disquietude, may be so overruled for
the ultimate furtherance of the gospel, as shall justly cause in
the end many thankgivings to God. But because the divine
wisdom and goodness can and often does bring good out of
evil, order out of confusion, and final harmony from temporary
discord, there is no valid reason why we who are personally
guilty of these evils, should not in humility and penitence-
deplore them. '

A more encouraging view, therefore, of our present situation
and future prospects is derivable from the effect, it may be
hoped the salutary effect, of a review of the lamentable results
of past indiscretions. Is there not at this time clearly discover-
able in all classes, except the most hopelessly ultra of both
extremes, a disposition to pause in the work of disruption and
violent avulsion ; and has not this very tendency to more mode-
rate measures, materially modified the organizations for mis-
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sions which have grown out of the recent separation? The
Southern Covention go forward and complete their Constitu-
tion and all their definitive arrangements without one word to
indicate or imply any pro-slavery design in it. The Northern
portion, left to themselves, meet, and after full and brotherly
deliberation, form ‘their « American Mission Union,” and resist
most perseveringly and determinedly any avowed sympathy
with the dis-fellowshipping spirit of ultra abolitionism. Thus
far both sides have indicated a definite purpose to rebuke the
ultra and disorganizing tendencies which have been so rife, and
which, in the estimate of all the more prudent, wise, and con-
sistently pious portion of our communities, have done so much
harm. If the same moderation shall happily retain the ascen-
dancy in each organization hereafter ;—if profiting by dear-
. bought experience, these societies shall resist the beginnings of
any attempt to lead them away from the single, spiritual aim
of preaching the gospel of Christ, of founding and sustaining
gospel churches on the primitive model of the New Testament,
leaving the work of discipline, where the Bible cerfainly leaves
it, with each individual church, over its own members only, a
most important gain will be the result.* That such will be the
course of these bodies, is the fervent hope and prayer of im-
mense multitudes of -faithful disciples of the Saviour who
though unaccustomed to spout on the platform, or introduce
fire-brand resolutions into our churches or associations, though
they do not perpetrate exciting paragraphs in our periodicals, or
lay lofty claims to the exclusive possession of all the philan-
thropy or progress of this very remarkable age, are yet found
living near to God, and in meekness striving to know that they
may do all his holy will. . : -
"I'here are also two organizations of evangelical benevolence
yet remaining unriven, whose very nature and constitution
seem happily adapted to perpetuate and facilitate the con-
tinued co-operation of all who rejoice in one Lord, one faith,
one baptism. Inthe Bible, the whole Bible,faithfully translated
for the world, we are happily agreed. Laboring for the accom-
plishment of this noble object, we rally around a fundamental

* Witness the liberal contributions of the last few weeks fc ign Mi ; whi
conly e boen bt ons of few for Foreign Missions ; which
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and indestructible principle, which no sophistry can well
obscure, no personal considerations essentially diminish, It
has nothing to do with the mooted questions of church fellow-
ship, or ministerial qualifications. It welcomes and invites to
its ample and substantial platform, all who love God’s word,
and desire its diffusion. Those who can do most for the
furtherance of this object are most honored and blest; and
those who do least are not to be rejected. It would really seem
as though God’s good providence had overruled the short-
sighted injustice of our opponents, who drove us into this
organization, so as most effectually to combine, cement, and
perpetuate this blessed union of all thorough Bible Baptists, in
one indissoluble, and victorious phalanx. With the continued
union of all who love the distinguishing principle of the Ameri-
can and Foreign Bible Society, it may bid defiance to the
opposition of the world.

The American Baptist Publication Society also lays hold of
a somewhat similar principle ; and pledged to publish those
works only in which the propagators and defenders of our
common faith are happily agreed,—leaving minor and disputed
matters to find access to the public eye through other chan-
nels,—this humble, unpretending, but most important Society,
has open before it one of the most inviting fields of general and
denominational usefulness. By the aid of unostentatious col-
porteurs, men of faith and prayer and rare self-denying
efficiency, vast numbers, otherwise unprovided for, may be
reached by the enlightening and sanctifying truths of the
gospel.  Errorists of various forms, will be detected and
guarded against ; while the truth asit is in Jesus, will be made
to stand forth in luminous prominence from the pens and pages
of the wise and good, some of whom, being dead, yet speak in
this way more extensively than during their life, to the
edification of saints and the salutary warning and invitation of
the unrenewed. '

Most cheering are the indications which come up from every
quarter of our land—and which we chance to know are hailed
with intense delight by some of the endeared and honored now
among us from the other side of the globe,—that these two
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Societies are to maintain their hold on the great mass of their
founders and mutual friends throughout the length and breadth
of our beloved country. In the vigorous and unambiguous
language of the esteemed editor of the Western Baptist

Review—

“Thus far we have gone, but we will go no further at
resent.. Having separated from the Domestic and Foreign
ﬁission Boards ﬁ)r good and sufficient reasons, does it follow
that we ought to separate from the Publication and Bible
Societies for no reason whatever? These Societies have
given no cause of distrust. They have manifested no disposi-
tion whatever to adopt any principle of action bearing the most
remote resemblance to the principles set forth by the Mis-
sionary Boards.

“Why, then, we emphatically demand, should we separate

_from these Societies? It cannot be because it is proposed to
accomplish more at less expense, by separation, than we can by
«co-operation. New organizations for missionary purposes, on
the score of expenditure, are very different things from getting

.up new Publication and Bible Societies. The latter require a

reat outlay of money, enough, perhaps, to supply all our
dian tribes with the word of God. Then why this expendi-
ture? Can it be justified without imperious necessity? And
does such a necessity exist! These questions should be
answered before we move for such organizations.

“ We are opposed to any more divisions. We wish to see -
no further alienation of feeling between the North and the
South. Discord has already gone enough. We would see
cemented in eternal bonds the Union of the States. There is
every thing in the civil and religious history of our country to
dissuade us from drawing lines between the North and the
South. Look at the Declaration of Independence ; and there
the names of Northern and Southern men stand promiscuously
signed to that glorious document. Go to the battle-fields of the
Revolution, and the bodies of those from either side of Mason
and Dixon’s line slumber side by side in the same grave, and
there let them slumber until awakened by the trump of the
judgment. And the names of Washington, and Greene, and

nox, and Sumpter, and Warren, and Marion, and others,
illustrious'in the war of American Independence—slaveholders
and non-slaveholders—are recorded upon the same bright page
of our country’s history, as associates in the great work of
giving civil and religious liberty to this republic. And let us
recur, too, to the infant days of our Bible and Missionary opera-
tions, when the man of God from the North and the man of God
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- from the South took sweet counsel together, laboring shoulder
to shoulder in the kingdom of our common Lord. Many of
these good men have gone to their reward, where their spirits
will ever enjoy that union which they cherished in the earth.
If, then, the dark line of separation must be drawn on the
Declaration of Independence between the names of its Northern
and Southern signers; if the graves of those who died for our
liberties must be violated, and Northern bones separated from
Southern bones ; if our history must be torn so as to sunder the
names of Washington, Sumpter, and Marion, from those of
their compatriots of the North ; and if the fraternal bonds that
once bound in holy brotherhood the Baptists of this country
are to be broken for ever,abolition hands must do the foul deed !
On them must rest the guilt of a transaction, which, while it
would pall in gloom the minds of angels, would make ¢hell
hold jubilee.’ %es, if the stars that glitter upon our national
banner must be plucked from their orbits, God forbid that ours
should ever be the hands to perform the deed! And who can
expect that our country will remain united when the bonds of
religious concord are broken? If the ties of Christian love
are sundered, what bands can bind this nation together? He,
therefore, that encourages religious strife and division between
the Northern and Southern sections of the United States, is
contributing to the disruption of our Federal Union. When-
ever, therefore, we advocate division between North and South,
an imperious necessity for it must exist—we must be driven
to it—that the guilt may rest upon other heads than ours. We
would not go to the judgment with the sin of such a schism
upon our soul for the treasures of the universe.”

This expresses the noble determination of the South Western
States without exception ; and mutatis mutandis* ihe North-
ern and Eastern States harmonise in the determination to re-
main united in these organizations. Nor is it to be credited
that any of the Southern Atlantic States, when they candidly
consider the whole subject, and remove the perverting mists
which excitement and distortion of facts have thrown around
them, will hesitate to unite as hitherto they have most laudably
done, withall the rest of their brethren, in sustaining these so-
cieties. God may graciouslydeign to pour over these links of
unsundered union so much of the electric influence of holy
love and returning brotherliness, as shall melt away the icy

* That is, while Northern friends would take a different view of the divisions already
made, from that which brother Waller above gives, they would generally resist, as he
does, carrying :

the divisions any farther.
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impediments to more full and perfect co-operation in all our
labors of benificence.

So, also, it cannot be doubted that the past perversion
of revivals of religion—bringing distrust and fear to rest
on the very name of revival, and thus begetting in the hearts
even of Christians such a spirit in reference to them, as
pleases the enemy of all righteousness, much more than it
pleases the Saviour—will be likely to lead to more discrimina-
tion and godly jealousy and carefulness hereafter. We shall
all be led to look for the old paths, that we may walk therein ;
and while genuine Holy Ghost revivals will be increasingly
prized and sought, the specious counterfeits which exalt men
and men-devised measures, rather than the perfect wisdom of
the Most High, will be repudiated with holy watchfulness. A
better test for this discriminating process can scarcely be de-
sired than this, “ does what is called the revival, obviously and
directly tend to exalt God in his own sovereign righteousness
and grace; and does it equally hide pride from man, and for-
bid our glorying at allin any of His creatures?” When this
is not aimed at, and in some good degree accomplished, let-us
scrupulously, and sedulously beware. God is jealous of his
honor. He will not give his glory to another: and we can-
not do so, but at infinite peril.

But while all this, and much more, of the same strain, which
has been often repeated within the last few years, is true and
important, poor, weak human nature, constantly oscillating to
extremes, is in danger, just now, of repudiating, unduly, even
the scriptural methods of advancing the cause, and bringing
God’s truth with unwonted clearness and power into close
contact with the understanding, the conscience, the heart, of
the great mass of human beings around us. The golden mean
bdtween a chilling apathy, a heartless round of cold and staid
formalities on the one hand, and on the other, the wildfire ex-
travagancies of fanatical and soul destroying excitements, will
be found in close adherence to the spirit and manner, the
means and the measures, of apostolic times. The more care-
fully these are adhered to. in all we do or desire in the name
of the Lord, the more pure and lasting will be the joy of its
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results. Paul says, he preached the gospel fully, in all wisdom.
But he never used lightness of speech, nor stooped to court 2
grin where he should win a soul. He never gave out fantas-
tic subjects to draw a multitude around him, nor degraded him-
self to act the harlequin or mountebank, to get up an interest,
while appearing as God’s ambassador to perishing men. Now,
since he loved, and toiled, and prayed for genuine conversions,
as intensely as any modern evangelist, but never resorted to
these means and measures, they are most positively interdicted
to us. While eschewing such things, and all unauthorized me-
thods of attempting to do good, there will remain ways and
means enough, having full scripture authority to enable us to
put forthour utmost zeal for the conversion of sinners. If with
the blameless, holy, self-denying character, which the apostles
maintained, we would as they did—not for three days or weeks
mcrely, but yearafter year—cease not to preach and teach Je-
sus Christ, warning every one night and day with tears, and
looking up with humble, agonizing prayer, for the divine
blessing, can it be doubted that results would follow such as
Heaven would approve, and men could not condem?

It is because we believe that our best ministers and churches
are now more than for a long time past prepared to do
this, that it is here mentioned among the indications of favor.
The pages of our monthly sheet shall be given in all suitable
ways to the promotion of this object, and should the benign re-
sults anticipated, be vouchsafed to our churches, here also with
lively and grateful joy the memorial of God’s goodness shall
be recorded. -

[The above article has been admitted, certainiy not without consider-
able solicitude. 'We do not wish the Memorial ever to assume an attitude
of hostility, or to enter the belligerent ranks on either side, in any of the
painful controversies in which Baptists may be seen arrayed against each
other. Still, as the main design of the above article is conciliatory, and its
implied reflections and regrets for past divisions, are only spoken of with
the design of producing and preserving greaterr union hereafter, we have
determined to admit it, and beg our readers, in its perusal, to make the
requisite allowances. Inreference to the painful transactions, of the past
year, we sincerely desire to let * by-gones be by-gone,” and hereafter strive
for peace, and for things whereby we may edify one another.]




10 CHARACTER OF REV. WM. YATES, D. D.. [Jan.

- ~

CHARACTER OF REV. WM. YATES, D. D., AS A TRANS-
LATOR OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES.

Soon after the announcement of the death of Dr. Yates, a
promise was given to the public, that a full delineation should
be furnished of the amount of his accomplishments in the field
of Oriental literature, and particularly the important service
he has rendered in translating the divine word. We have
looked for the fulfilment of {fhis promise with no small degree
of interest. Probably, no man now living—certainly not more
than one, our own incomparable Judson—has done so much
and so well in this field as Dr. Yates. It will be remembered,
too, that a refusal to aid in printing his Bengali New Testa-
ment by the British and Foreign Bible Society, and the Ame-
rican Bible Society, occasioned the separate organization of
the Bible Translation Society, in Great Britain, and the Ame-
rican and Foreign Bible Society in this country. Pedo-Bap-
tists, however, seem to vie with each other in eulogizing the
character and fidelity of this beloved man since his death.

A full and complete biographical sketch of the Rev. Dr.
Yates, is, we learn, about to be issued by his early and con-
stant friend, Dr. Hoby; which we will try to furnish in a
future Number.

The first contribution towards a complete view of the labors
of this translator has just met our eye, from the pen of the
Rev. J. Wenger, an assistant for several years of Dr. Yatesin
his labors, and now his successor. It will be read with lively
satisfaction :

The remarks which I have to offer on the subject of Dr.
Yates’s character as a translator of the scriptures refer exclu-
sively to his Bengali version of the Bible; for in his labors in
Hindustani, Hindi, and Sanskrit, I took no active part, nor am
I qualified to form an opinion respecting them. '

I was associated with him in October, 1839, almost imme-
diately after my arrival in this country. The first work in
which I took a part was the List of Biblical Proper Names in
English and Bengali, which he was anxious to see completed
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and printed before the Old Testament should be put to press.

During the progress of that work I soon perceived that Dr.

Yates was a man accustomed to labor with great expedition

and imperturbable regularity, and that I should find it no easy
“ matter to keep pace with him.

About the beginning of March, 1840, the Old Testament
was at length put to press; but the lamented death of the late
Mr. Pearce, on whose assistance we had calculated, together
with the difficulty of making a fair commencement in so great
a work, seriously retarded our operations until the month of
May. The manuscript put into the compositors’ hands, was
the third transcript of the version, and it must have cost Dr.
Yates an immense amount of labor to prepare.it. We now,
however, treated it simply as a version submitted to us for re-
vision, improvement, and publication; and consequently we
both undertook, separately, to compare it with the original. In
this [ had to take the first turn; and whenever I thought any
passage was not correctly rendered, I used to write my re-
marks, and to put down, in Roman characters, what I had to

ropose as an improved rendering, in the margin of the proof.

hese remarks were then forwarded to Dr. Yates, who weigh-
ed them, and either rejected or adopted, or modified my pro-
posed renderings. V\}hen a clean proof had been taken of
this, he compared it with the original, and corrected accord-
ingly, if I did not object. In this way we went once through
the whole of the Old Testament, and a second time through
the Psalms, the Proverbs, Isaiah, and Daniel: also once
through the whole New Testament for the edition of 1841, and
a second time through the Gospels, the Acts, and the first three
Ebpistles for the edition which is now in the press.

During this process, extending over a space of more than
five years, numerous subjects presented themselves, on which
our opinions were at variance. Now, considering that Dr.
Yates was my senior by many years, a thorough Hebrew and
Greek scholar, well acquainted with the works of the ablest
commentators, and infinitely my superior in point of acquain-
tance with the Bengali, nothing would have been more natural
for him than to have, in many instances, set aside my remarks,
or attributed my strictures to youth and inexperience. But
never once did I in this matter (nor indeed in any other) per-
ceive any thing which approached to a shadow of pride. And
considering that he had had all the trouble of originally pre-
paring the version, it would not have been surprising if he had
occasionally felt hurt at my finding fault with his work ; but
never once did he show any such sensitiveness. Ifthe version
had been the work of a total stranger, I do not think he would
or could have shown a more candid disposition in listening to
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what I had to say. It is true that once when I had stated in
the margin of a passage in the. New Testament that many
people strongly objected to his rendering of it, he wrote under-
neath, “I know it, my son, I know it:” but this was owing to
his firmness, not to sensitiveness. So long as he himself could
not see any thing wrong in a passage, nothing could induce
him to alterit. He showed the most majestic disregard of all
mere authority, whether of antiquity, or of numbers, or of a
great name. He was shaken neither by clamor, nor by friend-
ship, nor by importunity. But from the moment that he per

ceived that a passage was erroneously rendered, and discover-
ed where the error lay, he was quite ready to make the requi-.
site improvement. And in this matter he was most open to
conviction : he would listen to, and consider with the greatest
candor any reasons that were offered, and when they failed to
convince him the first time, he would allow me to repeat them
again and again, before coming to a final decision. In fact his
humility was quite as admirable as his firmness. He appear-
ed to be sitting, like a child, at the feet of Truth, anxious to
treasure up her every word, and to yield implicit obedience to
her commands. :

As a translator, his first and foremost characteristic was a
sincere and conscientious desire to ascertain and express the
true and full meaning of the original. He was most careful, I
may say most scrupulous, in cross-questioning his native assis-
tants, in order to find out whether the Bengali wordsand phra-
ses he used, did or did not convey to the native mind exactly
what he intended to say; and he gave himself no rest until
they did.:

X second object in his translations was to avoid all that was
unmeaning, perplexing, or superfluous. He tried to make the
word of Gocr plain, short and sweet. And for this he had a
peculiar talent. Often have I admired the beautiful simplicity,
the transparent clearness, or the rich brevity of his renderings.
And I have spent hundreds of hours in vain attempts to im-
Frove upon certain passages which I thought were not satis-

actorily rendered. When 1 flattered myself with having suc-
ceeded in making them more exact, I found they had become
unidiomatic, awkward, and uninteiligible ; and when I thought
of abridging them, they became obscure. I am satisfied that
those of his renderings which might, by some, be objected to,
are, in many instances, the least objectionable of'any of which
the Bengali language will admit.

He also aimed at a style uniformly pure and dignified. He
allowed of no vulgar expressions, and excluded with equal
firmness of determination all high-flown Sanskrit terms. “ Will
not be understood,” was the remark, by appending which he
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almost invariably condemned the use of such words, when
suﬁ:{;ested ar defended by myself.

hat he was a perfect translator, I am far from affirming., I
differ from the views he took of many passages. And some-
times he acted the part of an interpreter rather than that of a
translator ; but I am quite certain that he did so unconsciously,
excepting those few places where a mere translator would
talk mere nonsense. ' .

If, however, a finely balanced mind, endowed with splendid
talents, and enriched by solid and extensive erudition; if an
immoveable firmness of conscientious conviction, rooted in an
ardent love of truth, and chastened by humility unfeigned ; if
these qualities, accompanied by untiring industry, a tender
conscience, and fervent prayer, constitute a biblical translator,
then such a translator was William Yates.

We subjoin the following quotation from the Bengal Hurka-
ra, as a pleasing testimony to Dr. Yates’s scholarship, useful-
ness, and singleness of purpose, from an independent quarter :

We alluded, a few days back, to the death of Dr. Yates, on
board the Bentick, and then stated that we hoped to be able
to present a detailed account of his valuable labors in this
country. We give some particulars from the Christian Ob-
servor and the Christian Advocate. We must offer a word
or two ourselves, by way of calling the attention of govern-
ment to the claims of Dr. Yates’s family.

We allude not to the excellence of his character : many ex-
cellent men, we are glad to say, have labored usefully in this
country : nor do we allude to his length of service as a mis-
sionary in India—though few have worked as Dr. Yates
worked in that capacity for twenty-eight years. We allude
not to these things, but to Dr. Yates’s great and important ser-
vices to government and the people, and the cause of educa-
tion, in his translations, in his grammars and dictionaries, and
in his school books. Dr. Yates facilitated the progress of ma-
ny in the vernacular languages; he laid open the character of
the Sanskrit language, and he worked for the School Book
Society, which provides government with school books for
their colleges. All this he did year after year with a patient
industry which was peculiarly his own. He worked for others
and not for himself, in a land whither nearly all men come to
provide for themselves and their families, or to raise them-
selves in society. We have heard many speak of this good
man with respect and honor ; we never heard any one utter a
word to his disparagement. He was a learned, humble, pious
man, and was eminently a public benefactor. On this ground,
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. therefore, we think that government should not allow his fami-
ly to be dependent merely on the small annuity of a missiona-
ry society. It would be an act highly honorable to the go-
vernment of India spontaneously to mark its sense of Dr.
Yates’s useful career. Such men ought not to be under the
ban of public authority, or neglected by the country to whose
welfare they devote themselves. Their families are placed in
straitened circumstances, not througih follies and extravagance,
but simply through self-denial and devotion ; they die poor,
not because they%)ave no ability or industry to exert in public
professions, but because they consecrate all their ability and
all their energies to the great end of promoting true religion.
It is an honorable thing to the British mation that it re-
cognized the claims on its respect of Howard the philanthro-
pist, and, in latter times, of Dr. Morrison, in China. We do
not see why the Indian government cannot, with strict con-
sistency, do honor to the memory of a man like Dr. Yates,
who did so much to benefit the Indian people.

We do not speak thus in consequence of having received
any intimation that pecuniary help is peculiarly needed by Dr.
Yates’s family—although we believe the fact to be, that Dr.
Yates never made, or sought to make money, and never had
an income out of which it was possible to save any considera-
ble sum: we speak spontaneously from a sense of justice, and
beeause we have heard quite enough of Dr. Yates to cause us
to revere his memory. :

INFANT BAPTISM.

[The able editor of the Western Baptist Review has commenced,
in his last number of that periodical, a Review of Wall's History of
Infant Baptism. He is well qualified to give a searching and trium-
phant refutation of that unscriptural and mischievous heresy. We
insert,” with pleasure, a few of the opening paragraphs of its intro.
duction.]

Infant-baptism is intimately associated with interests of vital
importance to the purity, harmony, and efficiency of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom ; and to the dearest and most sacred rights
and privileges of man. By it millions of the human family
. every year are initiated into churches and made vassals to
systems and establishments, without their knowledge and con-
sent.” By this rite, all the national churches of the world have
been sustained ; and it is the means by which the Pope of
Rome has marked and claimed as his subjects and slaves the
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millions that have composed his dominions. If infant-baptism
be all that is claimed for it by the great majority of its advo-
cates, then the visibie church of Christ is no longer a “ con-
gregation of faithful men.” It ceases to be a voluntary socie-
ty of men, joining themselves together of their own accord, in
order to the public worshipping of God, in such manner as
they judge most acceptable to him, and effectual to the salva-
tion of their souls.” Infant-baptism teaches that individuals are
born members of the 8hurch! Religious privileges are claim-
ed to be hereditary, descending by the sanctions of Divine law
from parents to their children; and consequently that mem-
bership,.and all the rights in the house of God are inherited by
children as they inherit temporal estates! Dr. Miller, in his
work on Baptism, published by the Presbyterian Tract and
Sunday School Society, says:

“ Can it be, my friends, that when the stem is in the church,
the branch is out of it? Can it be that when the parent is in
the visible kingdom of the Redeemer, his offspring, bone of
his bone, and flesh of his flesh, have no connection with it? It
is not so in any other society that the great moral Governor
of the world ever formed. f,t is not so in civil society. Chil-
dren are born citizens of the State in which their parents re-
sided at the time of their birth. Invirtue of their birth the
are plenary citizens, bound by all the duties, and entitled to all
the privileges of that relation, whenever they become capable
of exercising them. From these duties they cannot be libera-
ted. Of these privileges they cannot be deprived, but by the
commission of crime. But why should this great principle be
set aside in the church of God? Surely it is not less obvious
or less powerful in grace than in nature. ‘The analogies which
pervade all the works and dispensations of God are too uni-
form and striking to be disregarded in an inquiry like the pre-
sent.” p. 8.

Moer:l character, then, hasnothing to do necessarily with the
prerequisites of citizenship in the gospel kingdom ; and hence,
at this hour, according to infant-baptism, almost all-the inhabit-
ants of the civilized world are actual members of the visible
church of Christ ! v

This rite, too, is supposed to confer far greater and more en-
during blessings than mere membership in the church militant.
The great majority of Pedo-baptists contend, that infants dK-
ing unbaptized will be driven away into everlasting punish-
ment !—-that by baptism their souls are regenerated and their
sins forgiven! Hence, in some of the nominal Christian na-
tions, it is a penal offence against the State for parents to ne-
glect the baptism of their children. In others, it is made the
duty of the magistrate to take by force of arms, and to have
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baptism administered to, the children of such parents as con- -
scientiously believe this rite to be a human invention. A great

number of persons have been put to death for opposing infant-

baptism ; and every where, by the great mass of professing

Christians, the Baptists are regarded as wickedly callous to

the spiritual interests of their offsprinf; and foy many ages

they were esteemed as unworthy of life, and were pursued

and persecuted as monsters of impiety ; and even now, on the

continent of Europe, they are suffering imprisonment and con-

fiscation of goods—inflicted by Protestants! The baptism of
an adult is rarely, if ever, performed by the majority of those

who profess to have received a commission from the Lord to

disciple and baptise the nations. Comparatively few persons

are now baptized upon their own profession of faith ; the over-

whelming mass are baptized in infancy.

For the reason of these opinions and practices. we Jook in
vain to the scriptures. In them, the church of the Redeemer
stands exalted by the moral grandeur of its membership and
the benign spirit of its princples. How, then, became the beau
ty of the gospel so marred? This question history alone can
. answer ; and the annals of infant-baptism, written in lines of
blood and folly, will reveal many of the mournful causes of
those corruptions, and superstitions, and persecutions, which
have brought reproach upon the name and now hinder the tri-
umphs of our holy religion. History will vindicate the Bible
from the suspicion of giving birth to the abominations, practi-
cal and theoretical, which we have mentioned ; and demon-
strate that they are the hideous production of ignorance and
error, of darkness and perdition. .

PROGRESS AND PRESENT NUMBERS OF THE ENGLISH
© BAPTISTS.

BY THE REV. THOMAS POTTENGER.

When Charles II. returned to England, the Baptists were a
large and flourishing body. When liberty smiled upon them,
they prospered. In the year following the Restoration, the gene-
ral Baptists presented to the king a petition against persecution,
accompanying it with a confession of their faith, which was
‘““subscribed by certain elders, deacons, and brethren, met in
London, on behalf of themselves and many others in several
counties, and owned and. approved by more than twenty thou-
sand.” Between the year 1660 and 1688, perhaps the most
dismal, certainly the most disgraceful period in English history,
some Baptist churches were formed in various parts of the coun-
try, notwithstanding the severity of the laws and the vigilance
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of informers. In the Savoy conference, the discussions between

the Presbyterian and Episcopal divines turned partly on the

question of baptism, which was thus kept before the public mind
to the advantage of truth. During the very year that the Act

" of Uniformity drove almost all the talent, learning, and pisty,
out of the establishment, several of our churches were founded

- in'retired parts of the land, and others date their origin from the
year 1665, just after the Five-mile Act had received the royal
assent. According to the provisions of that infamous law, it was
a crime for non-conformist ministers to reside within five miles
of any city or borough, or even to approach within that distance
of any parish or place where they Ead statedly labored in the
established church, unless in passing on the high road. The
violation of this law exposed them to a fine of forty pounds.
This will explain the fact that many of our churches were form-
ed in villages, nooks, and corners of the land, beyond the reach
of the Five-mile Act. '

"~ ‘Moreover, the Conventicle Act rendered the meeting of more
than five persons for the worship of God illegal in any other place
than that allowed by the liturgy, and sanctioned by the compul-
sory church. For the first offence, persons suffered three months’

" imprisonment, or paid a fine of five pounds; for the second of-

~ fence, the penalty was doubled ; for the third, it was a fine of

- £100, or seven years’ transportation; and in the event of their

returning without permission, they were doomed to death without

benefit of clergy.. Burnet says, all people were amazed at this
severity.” Inthose times many of the Baptists were lion-hearted
men, good soldiers of Jesus Christ, obeying God rather than
man, and remembering the Divine injunction, *Forsake not the
assembling of yourselves together.” Though the vilest of laws
were in full operation, and the country swarmed with spies who
were hired by the bishops, they courageously met for the wor-
ship of God, by scores and hundreds, in private houses, orin
woods, or at midnight; and, what is still more worthy of admi-
ration, they founded churches, which have been preserved and
prospered down to the present time. Some of those heroic de-
fenders of the faith were sent to prison for a breach of the laws
named above; but from their dungeons they wrote in the follow-
ing strain :—* Qur societies from whence we are taken are exceed-
ingly cheerful, and a very lively spirit of faith and prayer is
amongst them, and their meetings rather increase than otherwise.

Sure that the Lord is near, his wondrous works declare ;. for the

singing of -birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in

the land.” : )
There is-evidence upon record to prove that about forty of our

churches were formed during the persecuting reign of Charles II.

besides others whose dates cannot be made out, though it is
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almost certain they originated about the same time. Even in
the year 1677, many pastors and elders of our London churches
held a convention in the metropolis, and sent forth a confession
of their faith. Charles and his creatures had grown weary of
shedding the blood of non-conformists, not because they disliked
the work, but because they had found out that neither wicked
laws nor heavy fines, neither prisons nor flames, could subdue
their free and courageous spirit. Moreover, Archbishop Seldon
was dead—one of their worst enemies—a man of blood, ‘ who
made a jest of religion,” said one of the historians, * any further
than it was an engine of state.” Combined with other circum-
stances, these things might have emboldened the Baptists to hold
a conference, in the place where Satan had his seat, at the time
mentioned. We can give no particulars about the meeting, but
merely state the fact.

We know very little about the Baptists during the reign of
James II., beyond the register of their sufferings and martyr-
doms. In all parts of the country, many of them were shame-
fully treated. Their history is traced in characters of blood.
Their ashes were scattered to the winds. The king ordered
their chapels to be shut up; prisons were the abodes of their
ministers ; congregations met at midnight; hymns were sung
in secret, and sometimes hymns were omitted, lest informers
should hear the noise, and discover the place of meeting. Li-
berty was almost driven out of the land. "In the west, the two
Hewlings were executed. Sampson Larke, the pastor of the
Baptist church at Lyme, was put to death among the scenes of
his faithful and honored ministry. In London, Mrs. Gaunt was
burnt at the stake; but the fire which consumed her was hardly
extinguished, when her unsubdued brethren commenced the
" formation of new churches in many parts of the kingdom. Be-
tween the death of Charles II. and the expulsion of his brother,
by the united voice of an indignant people, several churches now
in existence date their origin. In the year 1686, for example,
when the times were so terrible that many non-conformist minis-
ters and families removed to New England and other American
colonies, one Baptist church was formed at Tring, another at
Yarmouth, and a third at Norwich. In times like those there
could be no general organization of the churches like our asso-
ciations and unions of the present day; hence they have left us
no tabular statements from which to calculate their numbers and
strength. But with regard to the‘*character of their members,
the testimony of Burnet may be relied upon: ‘ They were gene-
rally men of virtue and of an universal cgarity; and as they were
far from being on any treating terms with the church of England,
80 nothing but an universal toleration could make them capable

- of favor or employments.” :
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The year 1688 brought the revolution and the expulsion of the
Stuarts—a race, it has been said, cursed of God and hated of
men. With the Prince of Orange, liberty came back to our land.
Toleration was granted to non-conformists; consciences were
made free : Baptists could meet to worship God without moles-
tation. The right hand of the Lord had triumnphed gloriously.
William landed at Torbay, Nov. 5, 1688. Early in the following
session of Parliament the Toleration Act was passed in favor of
Dissenters ; and immediately afterwards, Kiffin, Keach, and
other London ministers, issued a circular to their brethren in the
country, inviting them to send messengers to a general assembly,
appointed to be held in the metropolis during the month of Sep-
tember. At the time fixed upon the conference took place, and
was attended by representatives from more than 100 churches.
No attempt had been made previously, on so large a scale, to
ascertain the strength and condition of the churehes; while the
good men who responded to the invitation represented only a
part of the denomination. None of the General Baptists were
present; indeed, none of them were invited. Perhaps Ephraim
envied Judah, and Judah vexed Ephraim., Be that as it may,
we think it was an error on the part of those who convened the
meeting ; because it is almost certain that the General Baptists
were then more numerous than the other section of the body,
and because the returns were not a true representation of the
whole denomination. Moreover, the communion controversy
stood in the way of other churches sending delegates to the
assembly. This was the case with the brethren in Bedfordshire,

. from which there were but three representatives on behalf of
two churches; yet there were other churches in existence at the
time, but most or all of them were favorable to open communion.
It is true, that in the preliminary arrangeinents for the conference
‘a resolution was passed to this effect, that on the communion
question, “every church was aj liberty to walk together as they
had received from the Lord,” yet the f%ul names which had been
applied to Bunyan by the venerable Kiffin and others, in the
course of this controvery, had produced great irritation in the
minds of the Bedfordshire Baptists, and made them unwilling
to attend the general assembly. The list of delegates would have
been larger, but for another cause which ought to be mentioned.
Above all other men, the Baplists have been jealous of their
rights and privileges. Sometimes their jealousy may have been
without foundation ; yet having their eyes on the page of history,
and many of them smarting under a sense of wrongs done to them
by the abettors of spiritual despotism, they had reason to view
with suspicion anything in the form of ecclesiastical councils;
hence some of our brethren stood aloof from the assembly, lest
it should tamper with the independence of the churches. To
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allay any fears which might have arisen on this tender point, the
conference found it necessary, in their first resolution, to ‘‘dis-
claim all manner- of superiority or superintendency over the
churches.” These remarks have been made in explanation of
the fact, that the brethren who assembled in London, from all
parts of the country, representedbut one division of the Baptist
* denomination, und only a part of that division.* '
Ten years after the revolution had scarcely passed away, ‘and
the bonfires and rejoicings for that signal interposition of Provi-
dence were hardly forgotten, when many of our churches fell
into a state of backsliding and spiritual decay. Prosperity did -
them more harm than adversity. The smiles of the world were
more dangerous than its frowns. Deputations to Whitehall with
addresses of congratulation, kissing the hands of kings and
queens, and nods of recognition from wily statesmen, had a much
worse effect upon piety, than the rough discipline of prisons, or
religions meetings at midnight, and the spoiling of goods for the
sake of conscience.
‘‘ Persecution for twenty years winnowed the churches, and
kept them free from hypocrites and formal professors. Afflic-
tions kept under the corruptions of the people of God, and pre-
served them from biting and devouring ope another. But, when
the political horizon was cleared—when the sun of prosperity
arose upon the nation—and when the sword of oppression was
wrested from the hand of the persecutor,—then pride, covetous-
ness, worldly-mindedness, and the lust of dominion prevailed,
and nothing but distraction and misery appeared in many, if not .
in most, of our churches.” In the year 1750, when a state of
comparative repose had been enjoyed for sixty years, a spiritual
blight rested upon religion and upon the nation. On the walls
of Zion some of the watchmen sounded an alarm, Even Dr.
Gill said, *“There are scarcely any that naturally care for the
souls of men, and who are heartily concerned for their spiritual
welfare.” Declension in the piety of our churches was followed
by a decrease in the number of their members; and we run no
"hazard in saying, there were more Baptists in the kingdom when
the Toleration Act was passed, than at the end of the next fifty
years. This arose from various causes. First of all, the churches
grew lukewarm in the service of God; then enmrors crept into
them ; and at last they were wasted by controversies. Spurious
Calvinism was preached in many pulpits where *the faith once
_delivered to the saints” had been made known. Socinian and
Antinomian heresies became rife in certain quarters, and pro-
duced their legitimate froits—strife, division, and weakness.
People clamored for sermons on election, eternal justification,

* Ivimey, vol. i. p. 523.
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effectual calling, and the perseverance of the saints; yet de-
nounced the practical duties of Christianity and invitations of
mercy to sinners, as dry and legal preaching. The naturalI
consequences followed : many churches became’ extinct—the
candlestick was remcved out of its place—the presence of the
Saviour was withdrawn—and then the glory departed.

Dark and degenerate as those days were, God did not leave
himself without witnesses. Men were raised up who stood in
the gap to turn away the indignation of the Lord from his peo-
ple ; men who plunged into the scene of infection and death, and
by their intercessions stayed the plague ; men who preached
“the glorious gospel of the blessed God,” in the spirit of him
who warned every man, and taught every man in all wisdom,
that he might present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Suc-
cess followed their efforts. Soon the wilderness began to flou-
rish and blossom as the rose. Showers of blessings descended
in their season, the churches were edified, and, walking in the
fear of God and in the comforts of the Holy Spirit, they were
multiplied.

Individuals now made efforts to ascertain the number of Bap-
tist churches in the country. In the year 1763, a list was made
out by Mr. John Ryland, and printed at the expense of the Baptist
fund. It gave an account of two hundred churches. Fixing
the average number of members for each church at fifty, which
Ivimey thinks a fair one, there were about ten thousand persons-
in our communion eighty years ago, so far as the returns may bc
relied upon. This estimate, however, must be viewed merely
as an approach to truth. Place to the account of hearers, who
were not members, an equal number, and there could not have
been more than twenty thousand persons in all our congregations
both in England and Wales, In this statement the general Bap-
tists are not included—but their piety had declined, and their
numbers decrcased also. Another list was prepared in the year
1790, which contained three hundred and twenty churches for
England and Wales. 1Inthe year 1811 it had increased to four
hundred and seventy-eight; and in the year 1822, seven hundred
and eight were reported. Twenty years from the last date,
the committee of the Baptist Union labored with commendable
zeal to collect our denominational statistics ; and their inquiries
brought to light the fact, that no less than eleven hundred and
fifty-eight churches in the kingdom practised the rite of believers’
immersion. Ten years have passed away since the publication
of that report: further researches have been made on this inte- ‘
resting subject, and “The Manual” of the denomination for the
present year publishes the good news, that “the number of Bap-
tist churches in Great Britain and Ireland may now be estimated
at seventeen hundred and eighty-seven.” Now, if we strike
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the averages upon eleven years, they will give about one hundred
and three for each church ; or, in round numbers, one hundred.
Aécording to this calculation, there are one hundred and seventy-
eight thousand seven hundred persons in fellowship with one
thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven churches.

Presuming that the general correctness of these figures may
be relied upon, yet they do not represent the sum total of indi-
viduals who have submitted to the ordinance of believers’ bap- -
tism ; for it is well known, that in most large towns and cities
many Baptists are in communion with other denominations of
Chnisuans. Great numbers of Wesleyans have been buried with
Christ in baptism—but, approving of the doctrines and discipline
of Mr. Wesley, they remain in connexion wtth their own society.
In London, and in the provincial towns, most of the independent
churches have in communion with them persons holding our
views on baptism ; not in theory only, but in practice also. Some
of them are deacons; some are superintendents of Sabbath-
schools ; some are teachers: and some are wives of independent
ministers. In many instances, mixed marriages explain the fact.
Sometimes preference for the ministry is put forth as the justifi-
cation. - In other cases, the reason assigned has been the greater
respect and support rendered to ministers of the Independent
denomination, than can generally be found among the rude
democracy of our own churches. The writer states facts, not
opinions. Even in the Establishment there are not a few among
the pious who hold the view of immersion on a profession of faith,
yet prefer the form and polity of the Episcopal church.

Could we ascertain, then, with anything like accuracy, the
number of Baptists in fellowship with other sections of the Chris-
tian family, and add them to the printed returns of our associ-
ations, as reported in the Manual, the result would surprise those
persons who regard us as an insignificant sect ; whilst it would
graiify all who rejoice in the spread of what they deem scriptural
views of believers’ immersion. Looking back to their small
beginning in this country, the persecution they suffered from age
to age, their long and lingering imprisonments, the list of their
martyrs, the spoiling of their goods, the popular prejudices array-
ed against them, the odium to which they have been exposed,
the misrepresentation of their sentiments by writers of other
denominations, as well as to their own strifes, divisions, contro-
versies, stern independence, and rough discipline,—it is cause for
gratitude and encouragement that such multitudes have become
witnesses for the New Testament rite of baptism on a personal
profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. The grain of mus-
tard seed has become a great tree. The bush on fire has never
been consnmed. ~ All attempts to exterminate the Baptists failed.
Their blood was the seed of their churches. From their ashes
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arose up kindred spirits to defend the truth as it is in Jesus.
Poets lampooned them ; historians blackened their characters;
senators passed penal laws for their suppression; bishops drag-
ged them to prison, and from prison to the stake. At one time
they were deemed unfit to hold the lowest office under Govern-
ment, and at another time they were fined for not going to church
to hear the drunken clergy of the restoration. Under the reign
of Charles 1. they were exposed to the barbarities of Laud ;
under the reign ofyCharIes II. their chapels were shut up, and
their ministers imprisoned. fined, or murdered. Popular reproach
was fixed upon the very name of Baptist. From the days of
Austin down to the flight of James II., the hand of despotism
was upon them; and when that hand was made powerless by
the efforts of a long oppressed people, the poor Baplists had to
contend with worse enemies, the prejudices of education, custom,
and bigotry. Yet, thanks be unto God, they have outlived
their calumniators, and survived their sufferings. Some of their
churches now contain three hundred, five hundred, seven hun-
dred, and even eight hundred memnbers. Most of their ministers
have had a liberal education. Several colleges are supported
by the voluntary contributions of the people. They led the van
in modern missions. William Carey stands first among modern
missionaries. In the science of theology few men have surpassed
Andrew Fuller. In pulpit oratory, Robert Hall had no equal.
John Foster was the prince of essayists. Bunyan, the glorious
dreamer in Bedford gaol, was a Baptist. Roger Williams, who
taught the governments of the old world the grand distinction
between civil rights and religious freedom, was a Baptist minister.
In these facts we do rejoice, yea, and we will rejoice.

While, however, we review the past with gratitude to God, and
with admiration of the founders of our churches, let us not shut
our eyes to the claims of present times, nor to the prospects which
are opening to us on every hand. Fields are white to harvest.
The signs of the times are encouraging. The evening of -the
world approaches. In England, Scotland, and Ireland, the days
of church establishments are numbered. Germany is the scene
of a second reformation. The world needs the gospel. Moral
revolutions are taking place at home. Baptists, be true to your
ginciples. Be united. Live in peace. Imiiate the Saviour.

repare for coming events. Love all good men; and let your
motto be, in fundamentals, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in
all things, charity.. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you. Amen. .
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REVIEWS.

HisTorY oF THE BapTIST CrurcuEes 1¥ Cazevovia, N. Y., in Two Dis-
igznsns. By Rev. John Peck. TUtica: Bennett, Backus & Hawley.
5. '

‘We seem to have reached a pointin our denominational progress, when
a lively and increasing interest is turned to glean up the scattered mate-
rials of our early higtory. On many accounts we rejoice in this. The
disposition to honor the humble, pious, pains-taking, and self-sacrificing
instruments of the planting and early progress of our churches, is itself
an omen for good. It indicates, indisputably, that we are not ashamed
of our humble origin. The veneration for whatever was really excellent
in the character and accomplishment of these worthy founders, will itself.
be eminently useful to us, and to the whole rising generation. So will
the cheering example of their success, and the study of their many virtues.

Our monthly sheet is emphatically and primarily devoted to this species
of service; and though some may sneer at the simple annals which many
of our pages record, we are fully satisfied that ere long, the worthiness of

_this kind of service will be more universally and highly appreciated.
Several reasons conspire to give these discourses special claims to our
notice. The rapidity with which Baptist sentiments have become exten-
sively prevalent in this great State, makes any inquiry into the causes of
their early and wide success, peculiarly appropriate. The churches in
Cazenovia may be regarded a specimens, illustrating the nature of this
success, or at least sufficiently developing its causes. Again, the author of
these discourses is widely and favorably known throughout our country.
Thousands who may read some of these extracts, will have distinctly
before them, in their mind’s eye, the venerable form of the speaker, and
will seem to listen to the marked and gentle intonations of his voice. With
amodesty, as beautiful as it is rare, he has shown usin these sermons how
possible it is to narrate scenes in which himself was a principal actor
without being egotistical.

After briefly mentioning the original settlement of the township fifty-
three years since, chiefly by immigrants from Connecticut and Massachu-
setts, and the formation of the first Baptist church of sixteen members, in
June, 1801, with some notice of the labors of their first pastor, the Rev.
James Bacon, he thus quietly introduces himself and his connexion w1th
the scenes and events he is describing:

“ Elder Bacon had previous to this time, requested the church to obtain
a young man in the ministry, to take his place as pastor. "He being now
more than three score years and ten, felt himself disqualified to continue
in this relation. The church, however, being greatly attached to him,
and regarding him as a father, were indisposed to release him, although
at his request, a committee had been _appointed to obtain some one to

succeed him. The church not being inclined to take any action on the
subject, the good old man felt himself obliged to assume the responslbnhty
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. of obtaining a successor. Accordingly, in October, 1803, he went to
North Norwich, and visited him who afterwards became the pastor of the
church. He stated to him, that his lamp of life was almost extinguished,
that he was desirous of seeing a young man settled with his people, before
he died, and that therefore he had come to request him to visit them.
The young man, not without great hesitation, concluded to accede to the
request. Accordingly, in November following, he visited the church, and
it resulted in an invitation for him to become their pastor. The first Sab-
bath in 1804, he visited the church again, and received an unanimous call,
both from the church and society, to settle with them as their minister.
Being inexperienced and diffident, he invited two brethren from North
Norwich, to accompany him to Cazenovia, that should a call be extended
to him, he might have their counsel as to the propriety of accepting it.
After the call was given, these brethren thought there was but one objec-
tion to his acceptance, and that they feared was insurmountable. They
thought the church was so attached to their old pastor, that so young and
inexperienced a man could neither fill his place in their affection, nor in the
pastoral relation. However, after prayerful consideration, he acceded to
their request, and the March following, removed his family into this
place, and continued his labors with this Eeople thirty-one years.

¢« He had not labored with the church a year, before he learned that
they were indeed attached to their former pastor. But their attachment
to. him, was no greater than his own, so that all were harmonious in look-
ing to him for counsel, as children to a parent. The affection the church
had for Elder Bacon, so far from causing his successor any inconvenience,
only tended to increase the happiness and pleasure of the relation he held
to them. And inexperience has taught him, that no worthy minister suffers

- by settling with a church, which has been accustomed to love and pray
for their former minister. ’

“Two years previous, the church had built a small log meeting-house,
eighteen feet by twenty-four, but it soon became too small to accommo-.
date the people. They therefore united with the Presbyterians, in this

art of the town, and built a framed meeting-house, thiny feet square.
Each denomination was to have the privilege of occupying it, alternately,

- half of the time. But as no preacher was obtained by the Presbyterians,

it was occupied all of the time by the Baptist church.”

Father Peck was not ordained till the beginning of the year 1806. He
thus notices a revival which took place soon after :

“From this time, the assemblies greatly increased, and were very
attentive to the proclamation of divine truth. In the following December,
the heavens appeared to bow, sinners trembled, backsliders returned with
tears of repentanee, and young converts began to speak of the wonders of
redeeming love. Every brother and sister appeared to fill their appro-
priate place in the church. Brother Joseph Coley took an active part in
the glorious work, and his labors were much blessed. The revival, like a
gentle rain, continued with but little intermission, through the following
year. Great union prevailed in the church, and additions were frequent.

¢ In this revival, which continued about two years, more than a hun-
dred were added to  the church. It should be remembered, that at this
period, this vicinity was new, and sparsely inhabited, and that a reforma-
tion in which so many were gathered into the fold of Christ, in such a
region, must have reached nearly every habitation.”

The difficult, an . sometimes distracting operation, of erecting a nevw
meeting-house, is thus described, together with some individual instances
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of conversion, which have a simplicity and natural pathos perfectly cha-
racteristic of the author:

-4 In 1815, was laid the foundation of our present meeting-house. The
Lord had so increased the church, that the house they at this time occu-
pied, could not contain the people. They therefore commenced the erec-
tion of our present house of worship. This caused much anxiety in the
minds of many of the members. The old house was endeared to them by
many hallowed associations. There, many of their souls had been con-
verted to God ; there, their hearts had been refreshed by the quickening
influences of the Divine Spirit; there, they had often found it good to
wait on the Lord, and they feared, that in entering a large house, the peo-

le would become proud, and God would take away his Holy Spirit.

ut their fears were not realized, for in the same month, that the founda-
tion was laid, God began to pour out his Spirit, and the revival continued
till the house was completed. 'When the church entered their new place
of worship, the Lord was displaying the riches of his grace, and the house
was not only filled with people, but with his glory, so that each saint
could say,

My soul, how lovely isthe place
To which thy God resorts!

'Tis heaven to see his smiling face,
Though in his earthly courts.

¢ We will here dwell a little time on some features of the revival, as de-
veloped in the cases of individuals.

¢ At the covénant meeting in July, among others who presented them-
selves to the church, was a lady who had long entertained a hope in Christ,
‘and who for some time had been convinced of the distinguishing senti-
ments of this church, but who had determined she never would be a Bap-
tist. At length, a sense of duty rested with such weight upon her
mind, that she could withstand no longer. The night before she offered
herself to the church, she made her wishes known to her husband,* and
desired his approval. He possessed too high a regard for her feelings to
forbid her, but the enmity of his heart was arrayed against it.

" ¢ His business calling him from home the next day, he left her, cherish-
ing a faint hope that she would not attend the meeting. Returning
however at night, and finding that she had been before the church, and
was accepted, he could restrain his feelings no longer, and declared, that
the union between them was broken, and that there was no more enjoy-
ment for him in life. His wife endeavored to console him, but the effort
was vain. While thinking of it in the silence of midnight, it occurred to
him, that in attempting to prevent his wife from the performance of her
duty, he was contending with no less an adversary than God. When he
beheld the iniquity of his heart, so appalling was the spectacle, that he
thought there was no peace for him in time or in eternity.

“ ﬁut this did not reconcile his feelings to his wife, for he yet regarded
her as the cause of his trouble. In the morning he was greatly depressed
in spirit, but thought if his wife was out of his sight he might be relieved.
He therefore refused to accompany her to meeting. She, however, went
to the house of God, in a calm, serene state of mind, not doubting but
that the Lord, who had bowed her will, was able to subdue his also. Her
absence afforded no relief to the troubled mind of her husband. Instead
of this, his distress greatly increased, the wrath of God seemed to be his

* These were the parentsof Rev. Elisha L. Abbott, nowa missionary in Burmah.
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only inheritance. He visited his fields, but they appeared clothed in sack-
cloth ; he returned to his house, but only to experience a heavier load of
sin and guilt. At length his wife returned from meeting, with some
friends, who called to see him. At first he refused to be seen of them;
but soon the scene changed, for, He that turneth the shadow of death into
the morning, and giveth songs in the night, appeared for his relief. His
heart was melted, he confessed his criminal opposition to his wife, and
asked the forgiveness of God, of her, and of all who were present. At
our next church meeting he was received, and the Sabbath following was
baptized, and united with his wife and the church, in commemorating the
unspeakable love of God, .l'ly partaking of the sacred symbols.”
* * »* * *

* Some of the greatest opposers to religion, and most stout-hearted in
sin, were made to sit at the feet of Jesus, and listen with delight to his
word. One instance we will mention, which will be remembered by
some who are now present. It is the case of a merchant, trading in this
place at the time, who denied the truth of divine revelation, though other-
wise a valued citizen. He was a regular attendant on the public worship
of God, and one of the most prominent members of our choir, but an
avowed opposer to religion. His wife had obtained a hope in Christ, and
desired to unite with the church, but she met in him, a spirit of unyielding
opposition.

#“He was then erecting a store in this village, about a mile from his
residence. At this time, we were much engaged in finishing our present
meeting-house, so as to accommodate the Association, that was to hold
its session with us, in a few weeks. He came into the village to give
some direction to the men in his employment, and on his return, called
into the meeting-house, where he beheld the workmen all engaged in
completing the inside of the edifice. They were so busily employed in
their work, that they did not notice him. ile he stood looking at the
arch of the house, the following train of reflection passed in his mind:
‘Why can men be so deluded, as to believe in the existence of a God, and
as to waste their energies, in building houses for his worship! These
are indeed men of as sound judgment, on other subjects, as can be found,
and why upon the subject of religion, should they he misguided by fanati-
cism !

« While he stood thus reflecting, it suddenly rushed upon his mind, like.
a message from another world, ‘there is a God, who should be worship-
ped and obeyed, and how fearful is my condemnation, in despising him,
and trampling on his authority.’ He said that he was so overcome with
a view of the relation he held to God, and the stupendous magnitude of
his sins, that he should have fallen to the floor, had he not supported him-
self by a work-bench, near which he was standing. As soon as he par-
tially recovered his strength, he started for home, but his soul was in
anguish. . When about half way, his eye-sight left him, and he thought
himself dying, and sinking to perdition, and in the bitterness of his soul,
he prayed in the language of Lﬁe publican, ¢ God, be merciful to me, a sin-
ner.’ His sight returning, and feeling much relieved in his mind, he pro-
ceeded homeward, admiring God, as exhibited in his works. .

¢ Entering his store, he confessed to his partner in business, (who with
his wife, had lately been baptized) and then proceeded to his house; as
he came in, his wife was greatly alarmed at gxs death-like appearance.
She supposed at first that ie was sick or angry, because one of our sisters
‘was present, visiting, and conversing with her on the subject of religion.
He however said nothing, but retired to his room, followed by his wife,
and to her earnest entreaty, to know what was the matter, he replied that
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he was a great sinner, and he besought her forgiveness. Her bursting
flood of- tears, spoke the language of her heart.” Soon he made a like
. confession to all in the house, and asked their forgiveness. He then went
to the house of the pastor, and not finding him at home, he returned, but
said he could have no rest, till he had seen him. The pastor returning from
ameeting in the evening, and passing the house was requested by abrother
standing in the road, to call. He readily did so, when this gentleman took
him by the hand, and conducting him to his room, confessed to him and
asked his pardon, for things he had said of him to his wife, of which the
, &‘astor had never heard, and indeed never would, if he had not told him.
he pastor had nothing against him to forgive, and felt only to join with
the neighbors present, in giving glory to God, for what he was doing for
is soul. '
¢« This was an occasion long to be remembered by those present. In
about three days he obtained a full evidence of his adoption into the
family of Christ. Very soon, he in company with his wife, bowed his
neck to the yoke of Jesus, by being, planted together in the likeness of his
death, and uniting with the ‘church. Not long subsequent to his profes-
sion of religion, he thought it his duty to preach the gospel, and giving
the church satisfaction, that he was a chosen vessel of God, to bear his
name and message to lost sinners, they gave him full liberty to proclaim
Christ and him crucified. He then closed up the mercantile business in
which he was engaged, and devoted himself to the ministry, in which he
has been a devoted and efficient laborer, for more than twenty-six years.
Thid'was Elder Jesse B. Worden, now of Jackson, Pa.”

The following statistical view of the church’s progress, under each of its
four pastors, may be regarded with interest :
¢« Elder James Bacon, 3yrs. Bap.36 Let.19 Dis. 4 Ex.1 Died 2

¢  John Peck, 31 640 125 422 55 109
«  John F.Bishop, 3 P 20 31 3 12
¢ Daniel Putnam, 7 103 57 62 10 32

4 - 801 221 519 69 155

‘Total amount of all that ever united with the church, 1022.”

His feelings in leaving the pastoral relation are thus presented :

‘¢ At this time the pastor of the church, who had served the Baptist
Missionary Convention of the State of New York, a limited portion of the
time annually, for ten years, in accordance with the solicitations of the
Convention, thought it his duty to devote his whole time to the missionary
cause. - (The first year of the ten he was absent from the church nine
months, and the Npulpit was supplied by our venerable Brother Coley.)
Accordingly, in November, he requested the church to release him from Kis
pastoral office, and they acceded to his wishes. This was an occasion of

ainful interest to him, and the feeling was reciprocated by the church.

'0 separate himself from this dear flock was the greatest trial the pastor
had ever experienced. It caused his heart to bleed. He had passed
through joyful and trying scenes with the aged members, and both had
tended to increase their union. The younger members of the church
had been born into the world, since he commenced his Iabors here. With
many of their parents and grand-parents, he had enjoyed sweet commu-
nion in the house of God. They had been his counsellors. He had
visited and prayed with them on their death-beds—attended their fune-
rals, and folfowed them to their graves.
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¢ And now when he saw their dear children and grand children, bowing
to the-sceptre of Jesus, engaged in the work of the Lord, and valiant for
the truth, he could but associate them together, and seemingly to witness
their parents and grand-parents as living in these their children, and the
contemplation endeared them to his heart with indescribable tenderness.
To leave a people endeared to him by so many hallowed associations, was
a trial so great and so painful, that he could say with the Psalmist, ¢ My
- heart is poured out like water.” -

“ How other ministers felt in leaving their people he did not know, but"

" it seemed to him, a great thing to take the charge of a church of Christ,

and that no trifle should cause a removal. He feared that this subject
was not viewed in all its bearings, in the frequent cases of separation
between pastors and people.” .

- We cannot make room for the delineation of the history of the second
or Village Church, and must content ourselves with copying the closing
summary and general reflections which embrace both churches :

¢ The total alterations in the church in twenty-four years, are : Added
by baptism and letter, 504 ; dismissed, 199 ; excluded, 36; died, GR2.

# Add to this the alterations in the parent church, and the total of both
is as follows:

, d;' ‘:i A2dld7ed by baptism and letter, 1,526 ; dismissed, 718; excluded, 105 ;

ied, 217. .

« About one-fifth of those excluded have been restored. Total of all
who have belonged to the two bands, fifteen hundred and twenty-siz.

* We shall only add a few circumstances, which seem to deserve spe-
cial notice in the history of these churches :
. %1, It appears that during the period embraced in this history, they

have enjoyed about twenty precious revivals of religion. In these seasons
of refreshing, very many have been gathered into the churches, and though
some have been put away as disorderly walkers, yet the great portion of
them have held on their way, adorning their holy profession, by lives of
piety and usefulness. :

«2. Notwithstanding trials and afflictions have been experienced, yet
the union of the first band has never been so disturbed as to occasion the
neglect of the communion season, in a single instance, for forty years.
* The same has been true of the second band for twenty-four years.

«3. The stability of the ministry is worthy of special notice. The
parent church has been "destitute of a pastor only two months in forty-
four years, and has had but four pastors. The second church has had but
three pastors in twenty-four years. In both cases we include thejpresent
pastors, who are laboring successfully, and it is our prayer to God, that
they may be a blessing to their respective churches, for many years to
come, ,

4. Suchhasbeen the union of both churches, that they have never had
occasion to ¢all a council, except for ordination. The difficulties which
have arisen, they have been enabled, by the blessing of God, to settle
among themselves.

“5. Five churches, including this, have been formed, as to their prin-
cipal members, from the parent church.

‘6. The goodness of God has been signally manifested in raising up
. ministers of the gospel among us. Twenty-three ordained ministers have

gone out from the parent church, and nine from this church; twenty-
nine of whom are still living and laboring in different parts of the world.

7. These churches have heen very much alike. Not merely as to their
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doctrine and discipline, but in the dealings of God with them, in their
general prosperity, their character, example, and influence. And it is
believed that the grace of God has enabled them to exert a healthful
influence, not only in this region, but on different and distant parts of the °
world. i . .

+In closing this short history of the two churches, how solemnly are we
. reminded of the extreme brevity of life—of the transitory nature of all
earthly relations, religious aswwell as social and domestic !

“¢The fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live
forever I’ The epecial services of this day answer no. The children and
the grandchildren, are with us; but the fathers and mothers, with their
whitened locks, and the ministers with their hoary heads, who labored in
those days, where are they? Alas! with few exceptions, they are gone—
all gone.”

The American Sunday School Union have performed, as usual, a most
acceptable aud important service for young and old, by issuing in their
neat, cheap, attractive style, half a score of 18mo volumes, just such as
Judicious parents and teachers will be most anxious to secure, in order
that they may safely gratify themselves, and the recipients of their favors.
Here is, 1. The Life of Solomon, with beautiful illustrations. 2. The
Youth’s Friend, for 1845, neatly bound. 3. Curiosities of Egypt, a most
attractive and instructive volume. 4. The Jew at Home and Abroad, full
of interesting information, of that wonderful people. 5. Ruben Kent’s
first Winter in the City ; which those who have read of him at school will
not fail to peruse. 6. Proverbs of Solomon, arranged according to their
subjects: who needs commendation of them! 7. The Midshipman in
China; full of instruction in regard to that empire, and its inhabitants.
8. Napoleon Bonaparte, with spirited, graphic sketches of the house in
which he was born—his crossing the desert, his flight from Russia, and his
Tomb, with the lofty Monument in Paris erected to his memory. 9. Life
in Earnest, a plea for industry and vigor which cannot but do good.
10. Kindness to Animals, for which even the beasts should be thankful.

Tue SurreriNGgs oF Crrist. By a Layman. Harpers, New York.
JENKYN oN THE ATONEMENT. Gould, Kendall & Lincoln, Boston.

The discussion of polemical Theology is not our object, and we merely
note the above-mentioned works to say, that the first boldly advocates the
rather startling hypothesis, that the sufferings of our Redeemer, were not
confined to his human nature. That the Godhead died, as well as the
humanity of the Son of God. This is one of those curious questions, which
we fear will minister strifes, rather than godly edifying. The hook is writ-
ten with the freedom and earnestness, which are oftener found among lay-
men, than professed divines. Its perusal may be useful, even though its
main position should not be acquiesced in. The second volume treats of
the atonement in a wide comprehension of its bearings, rejecting with
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various reasons and testimonies, the idea of a limited atonement, and
giving some exemplifications of the practical tendency of this fundamental
doctrine, in the hearts and lives of its recipients.

Of ormamental, elegantly illustrated books, Mr. E. Walker of this city
has issued the fourth edition of Dr. Cheever’s delightful lectures on Bun-
yan’s Pilgrim, which if he had never written any thing else, would give
him undying fame. The Doetor in this volume, as well as in the brief
gketch he furnished, illustrating the picture of Bunyan’s birth-place, in
one of the numbers of the Memorial, seems to catch the inspiration of his
theme. No better or worthier family reading can be recommended, for
hundreds who may be delighted and profitted by the perusal of these Lec-
tures.

The Missionary Memorial, from the same publisher, is admirable in its
way, presenting few pictorial embellishments, but an adornment of higher
worth, in the contributions of many excellent writers, on topics indicated
by the title. Kincaid has given a sketch of Burmah, with thrilling per-
sonal adventures. Our associates, J. M. Peck and Choules, have each

_asterling article. Dowling’s ** Almost There,” will be read with interest ;
and the lines by Griswold are not unworthy of his fame.

- The Attractions of Heaven, edited by H. A. Graves, is a miniature
beauty, from the press of Gould, Kendall & Lincoln, Boston, made up of
excerpts from the most gifted writers.

The most expensive and magnificent book of this kind, is Harper's Pic-
torial Common Prayer. As far as beautiful adornment is concerned, this
is ne plus ultra indeed. The admirers of the book itself, will be in ecstacies
with its dress. What a pity it were not, in some parts, more scriptural !

The same publishers have added three volumes to their New Miscel-
lany, viz: the Philosophy of Mystery, by Dendy ; the Life of Mozart, by
Holmes; and the Practical Astronomer, by Dr. Dick. We should describe
‘them, as they stand, thus—good, better, best.

Prescott’s Miscellanies, biographical and critical, an 8vo. by the Har-
pers in their best style, is a more perfect and attractive American book
than we.have seen for many a day.

Of Periodicals : the Western Baptist Review, by J. L. Waller, Frank-
fort, Ky., a monthly of forty or fifty pages, at $2 per annum, is excellent.
The Antiquarian, by our neighbor Arthur of Schenectady, will please one
class of readers. Mrs. Allen’s Monthly Journal begins its eleventh year,
greatly improved. The Democratic Review wins increasing favor, even
from some who are not its political admirers.

The Farmer’s Library and Journal of Agriculture and Sears’ Family
Magazine, are beautiful and attractive as ever.

[Several notices deferred till next month.]



32 ‘ MONTHLY RECORD. | Jan.

MONTHLY RECORD.

. REvivaws or RELicION, after a period of more that usual barrenness
and spiritual gloom, seem now beginning extensively to gladden the hearts
~ of those who have prayed and labored for them. We cannot give in
detail the items which begin to abound again in several of our religious
papers. A summary recapitulation will be attempted in a following
number. ’

StarisTics.—That prince of statistical lore, Rev. J. M. Péck, has pro-
mised for two months past, a rich and important article in this line. It
may be relied on for the February number. 'We have in type a complete
view of Baptist Institutions in Great Britain, in a more interesting and
readable form than has ever before been presented. It will appear in our
next. ‘

So will a full and more satisfactory notice of the Centennial Services in
. the first Baptist Church in this city, than has yet appeared. We intend
that notice shall be followed up by sketches of the denominational history
of all the churches in this and the other principal cities in the Union.

ForereN INTELLIGENCE.—Gratifying information of the progress of-
truth, the establishment and increase of our churches, has been received, -
especially from Germany and parts of Burmah. Behold ! what hath God
wrought, even in the midst of darkness and persecution. Brief extracts
from letters of this kind, with some of similar tenor from Greece, will be
given hereafter, as room can be found for them. In the mean time, remem-
ber the persecuted, the oppressor and the oppressed, in fervent prayer !

-

v

A very poor and aged man, busied in planting and grafting an apple
tree, was rudely interrupted by this interrogation: * Why do you plant
trees, who cannot hope to eat the fruit of them ?” He raised himself up,
and leaning upon his spade, replied, * Some one planted trees for me
before I was born, and I have eaten the fruit: I now plant for others,
that the memorial of my gratitude may exist when I am dead and gone.”

Kiristno, a converted Hindoo, made the following observation in a con-
versation he had with some others, and which is a fine illustration of Ephe-
sians 3: 18—R2. ¢ The Hindoos,” said he, when they have built a new
house, consider it unclean and untenantable till they have performed an
offering, and then they take up their abode in it. So God; he does not
dwell in earthly temples, however magnificent ; his residence is in the
heart. But how shall he dwell with men? The sacrifice of Christ
must be offered: then the house, the heart, in which the sacrifice is
received, becomes the habitation of God through the Spirit.” Excellent
divinity! How truly wise are those whom God teaches ! .
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[For the Memorial.]
SELF-SCRUTINY.

I hearkened and heard,

But they spake not aright ;

No man repented him of his wickedncss,
8aying, W hat have I done ?

Every one turned to his course,

As the horse rusheth into the battle.—~Jeremiah.

Myr. Memorial,—Allow one of your readers to thank you,
with more than ordinary gratitude, for the first article in your
last number. Possibly I should not coincide with all the sug-
gestions there presented ; but many, and indeed most of tge
thoughts contained in that paper, seemed to me eminently just
and seasonable. I was struck with the justice and force of the
expression, that we have each been looking too far away from
ourselves for the cause of the present religious declension. One
throws the chief blame on the imputed mismanagement of our
benevolent institutions. Another cannot expect God's blessing,
because the churches evince such apathy in reference to the
millions who are oppressed. Some throw all the blame on
ministers ; others think the perverseness of churches is the hin-
drance. Another sees in the present depression just the results
of his own predictions years ago, “the re-action of undue
excitements,—the recoil from the impulse of fanaticism.”

Some others, gathering boldness from desperation, have
ventured to question whether indeed there is any real depres-
sion, or retrograde movement in our religious concerns. I;‘hey
are very well satisfied with things as they are. To be sure,
there is not much growth, but they flatter us with the idea of
great solidity, and uncommon preparedness for a successful
advance movement soon. It would spoil all this unctious flat-
tery to a diseased and stupid conscience, to bring out strongly
and clearly the revealment of startling facts. -With all our
abundant facilities for religious usefulness, if the number of
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deaths and exclusions from our churches are more than double
the additions by profession,—as was the last year seen in Ver-
mont, and perhaps some other States,—how long a time will
be requisite at this rate to reach the millennium? Or rather,
how long before Christian churches will become extinct ?

But even the conviction of painful deterioration now wit-
nessed, however deeply it may be planted in our minds, will
not cure the mischief, nor essentially mitigate its evils, unless
we can ascertain and remove its guilty cause. When this
work is attempted, in honest earnest and persevering fidelity,
it may be hailed as a bright omen for good. My grief now is
like that of the weeping prophet above quoted; they speak
not aright, do not apparently repent them of their own wicked-
ness, nor say, What have I done? Thatis a most unhealthy
state of the moral constitution, where each one inclines to
visit with intense severity the culpability—real or supposed—
of others, and overlooks his own blameworthiness. The ten-
dency of many movements, for some time past, has been in
this direction. The severity of invective has exhausted its
vocabulary to find epithets sufficiently caustic for the moral
delinquencies of those far away, while as a natural conse-
cf{uence the attention and scrutiny have been chiefly diverted

rom our own dearselves. Asa general rule, it may be stated

as too common, that just in proportion to the censoriousness
we evince when regarding others, will be found our unfaith-
fulness in examining and correcting ourselves.

If there is wayward unwillingness to put home the question,
“What have I done ?” there seems to be the more reason why
it should be attempted by another. Let me then ask of every
_ brother or sister who peruses these lines, have you not indulged
in pride,in worldlipess, in unconcern for the salvation of those
around you? Thisenumeration might be easily enlarged ; but
with the hope of fixing these points more deeply in the mind,
'the conscience, the heart, let the inquiry for the present stop
with these three specifications : ' :

1. This pride sometimes takes the form of vainglorious
exultation. It cannot be reasonably doubted that both of the
religious denominations—the Methodists and Baptists—who
now rejoice in so large a numerical superiority over the older
established and more aristocratical sects, have been in no
small degree endangered by this rapid increment, this large
aggregation of numbers. To exult in the wide prevalence of
our principles and practices is natural,—is not perhaps in itself
wrong ; but as' human nature now is, but imperfectly sancti-
fied, it will commonly be found elosely allied to appalling dan-
gers. Has there not been increasingly prevalent a disposition
rather to glory in our numbers, than to be deeply, penitently
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humbled before God for the unfruitfulness so painfully manifest
in the larger portion ? But the sum total of this general wrong,
is but the united items of that which is distinctly traceable to
each individual. What part hast thou, reader, in this; what
hast thou done?

Again, this hateful pride often takes the form of sapercilious
self-complacence. Our more scriptural form of church govern-
ment and ordinances may readily be made the occasion of

lorying over others who bring forth more of the genuine
ruits of the Spirit than ourselves. Has not this marvel been
exhibited occasionally at least among us;-resting as con-
tentedly in the certainty that we are right, exactly right, in
being buried with Christ in his initiating ordinance, on the pro-
fession of our faith in Him, as though tiis were the end of our
obedience, rather than the beginning? If we forget that he
who putteth on the Christian profession should not boast as
those who have accomplished its objects, can it be wondered
at that our blunder should grossly mislead us? Here, too, as
abovg' mentioned, it becomes each one to ask, what have I
done?

2. Worldly mindedness is ranked, in the scripture scale,
among the frequent and deadly sins, and against it the warning
voice of admonition and entreaty, and even stern rebuke, is
frequently raised. :

The abundant prosperity which has characterized the last
few months or years, tends strongly in this direction, leading
by insensible steps to a fearful remove from the simplicity of
the heart’s first love and trust in the Redeemer. Incipient
affluence, or even the prospect of it, are more difficult to be
borne by those who have begun their course in far humbler
circumstances, than where the early station in life had been
different. How hard to rise thus, without giddiness; to be
courted, caressed, looked up to with admiration or envy, with-
out yielding at all to its intoxicating potency. Look at the
manner in which those young disciples seek to commence their
domestic establishment! T%\e care and concern they lavish
upon the tasteful apartments and fixtures of their abode ; the
feverish anxiety indicated, to make an impression by these
extraneous things, does not seem quite in harmony with assimi-
lation to him who was born in a manger and died on the cross,
and who has expressly told us that it is enough for the disci-
ple to be as his Master, the servant as his Lord !

May I be pardoned for expressing the fear that our younger
ministers—some of them at least—are not as considerate and
self-renouncing in this respect as their duty to. this Master,
and the value of their example requires. So, too, in our
houses of worship, and in all the attendant manifestations of

[

@
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worldly conformity, how would the hearts of some of the more
spiritual of a former generation recoil from such approxima-
tions to pomp, and show, and a captivating brilliancy poorlK
fitted to facilitate the simple enforcement of self-denying trut

as is sometimes seen. The safe, the wise and right path in all
these things, doubtless lies between the extremes. Are we now
;edu];)usl y seeking this golden medium?  1fnot, what hast thou

one

8. Unconcern for the early conversion of those around us,
would be the natural and inevitable result of the preceding sins.
The benumbing power of worldliness, and tf)e hardening,
deadening influence of pride, inevitably blend their force to
turn away the heart from such yearning compassionateness for
the perishing as Jesus habitually evinced. ,

They operate both as cause and effect in the same direc-
tion. Let me try to awaken the conviction, that some, and I
fear many who read these lines, are really thus callous, to the
appeal which daily contact with the unrenewed, so loudly
addresses to them. Was there not a time when. the sight of
your eyes resting on those without hope and without God in the
world, affected your heart in a way very different from what
it does at present? But their real danger is not less than you
then regarded it. They still walk on slippery places, their
feet will slide in due time, and the day of their destruction makes
haste. Can it be the part of true Christian commiseration,
to cease feeling for them the most intense yearnir gs of solici-
tude, that Christ may be formed in them the hope of glory, and
their feet be turned from the road to death? g?ow, look over
the past year, the month just closed, or even yesterday, and
say, in view of this class of duties,what have I done? If I may
hope that the beginnings of repentance are kindled by this
review, do not, as described in the closing lines at the head of
this paper, turn back to your course as the horse rusheth into
battle. Rather lift up thy soul to the .Divine Helper, for his
needed aid. ‘ Bera.

NEW YORK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.
CIRCULAR LETTER, 1809.

Messrs. Eprrors :—In looking over the minutes of the N. Y. Baptist
Association, I was so much pleased with the Circular letter of 1809, as to
wish it reprinted, that the reader of the Memorial might see what our
fathers thought and wrote some forty years ago. The letter was pre-
pared by a Committee, consi:ﬁn; of brethren John Williams, Wm. Park-
inson, and C.P. Wyckoff ; andect. viz:—the co-operation of private
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members with their Pastor, in promoting the cause of Christ, is quite as
interesting and important now as it was then. The Circular is substan-
tially the same as that of the Charleston Association of 1802, and is
certaiuly as appropriate to the churches in our frozen regions of the
North, as to the sunny South. - H.

CIRCULAR LETTER.

The New York Baptist Association met in the mectinf house of the First
Baptist Church in the city of New York, on the 24th and 25th days of May,
1809, to the churches they represent, send Christian salutation :

Dear Breraren N THe Losp: ,

Pursuant 10 a resolution passed at our last session, we now -
proceed to address you chiefly in the substance of a letter pub-
lished by our sister Association of Charleston, in A. D. 1802.
This lewter we adopt, not we hope from a desire of ease, but
because we think the subject of it better suited than any other to
the present state of our churches, and the discussion equal, at
least, to any production of which we might be capable on the
same suhject. The subject is embraced in the following ques-
tion :—* By what conduct are members of churches most Likely
to strengthen the hands of their ministers, and co-operate with
them in promoting the interests of vital religion?”

This subject, brethren, is truly important ; it certainly de-
mands, and we hope will receive, your serious attention. Of
your desire that the kingdom of Jesus should flourish, as also
of your willingness to assist in its promotion, we should be sorry
to entertain a doubt. But may we not suggest to you certain
means, by attention to which, in our opinion, your uselulness
will be most likely to appear. : v

Your Ministers who are appointed to lead in this great work,
demand your attention.  With them you should be ever ready to
unite inall measures which promise success. Consider theiroflice,
their character, and their labors. If, in yonr choice and contin-
nance of them, yon have attended to scripture direction ; they
are fuithful stewards ; they are men called and qualified of God
for sacred service—men possessing the spirit of that religion
they endeavor to inculcate upon others—men eminent for faith
and paticace, for charity and godly zeal, for prudence and dis-
cretion, for every grace and virtue—men animated with a princi-
ple of love 1o Christ and the souls of men. Their appointment
also as pastors and teachers, implies that you need, and they are
calculated, instrumentally, to dispense spiritual food—even
knowledge and understanding in divine things. However, with
all the qualifications they possess, and which, we hope, they are
endeavoring to improve, they are but men, and men too of in-
firmities and imperfections. = As good men, and as zealous for
the truth, Satan and the world will hate them, and use all means



38 NEW YORK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. [Feb.

to injure them; and, as men of infirmities and imperféctions,
every advantage will be taken of them, You then are not to be
idle spectators and leave them to labor and suffer alone. And
“what may be your own treatment of them cannot be a matter of
indifference ; no, to secure their greatest usefulness a certain
line of conduct towards them is your incumbent duty. Their
“inflvence must be preserved, otherwise their usefulness will be
lost. To preserve their influence, as far as it depends on you,
tenderly regard their characters. The character of every
good man is dear to him and ought never to be slandered.
‘With what delicacy, then, should we treat that of a minis-
ter; and how carefully should we refrain, not only from
every thing which may slander, but which may, either directly
or indirectly, lessen that reputation, on which, not only the
dearest happiness of an individual, but, in some degree, that of a
whole community, depends. The limits of our letter will not
permit an enumeration of the various means by which the char-
acter of your minister may be injured, but your own prudence
will see and avoid them; and your own solicitude, that his
character should be fair and honorable, will suggest to you many
prudent expedients to wrest it from the abuse of others. Feel
for the cause of God and you will then feel for the reputation of
his servants. : o v
“You may lessen your ministers’ influence by the want of
a proper regard, not only to their moral, but to their ministerial
character : unjustly depreciating their abilities and making illib-
eral remarks on their performances, will greatly injure their in-
fluence. It is laudable to compare the doctrines delivered by
your ministers with the sacred scriptures, and to judge for your-
selves srespecting the truth of them; but is there not some
delicacy to be used inexpressing your objection to their doctrines,
or gzour disapprobation of their performances? Instead of re-
tarding the work, by continual and severe remarks upon the
labors of those you hear, would you not do well to remember
that no human works are perfect, and that you, in forming to
yourselves a standard of exceilence, are subject to deception and
error 7 Let, then, forbearance be exercised ; recollecting, also,
that circumstances are numerous which lead mankind to¥eel, think,
and judge differently. You will act a more liberal, a more con-
sistent and a more useful part, by uniting with your pastors ; and,
as suitable opportunities may offer, by endeavoring to impress
the minds of your families, friends and neighbors, with the ex-.
cellency of those truths which they may, from time to time, de-
liver unto you. Dwell more upon their good and wholesome in-
structions, their fervent and pieus exhortations, than upon their
errors and failings, and you will strengthen their influence and
assist their labours. Circumstances, indeed may occur,- in
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which it might be proper to notice the deficiencies in their per-

formances ; but in those instances prudence and discretion are to

be used. Perhaps a free and affectionate conversation with

them, in private, about the unsatisfactory parts of their perform-

ances, would generally answer the best purpose. This might

be of mutual advantage. Failings, to which your ministers are

liable, in common with all mankind, and which may be called

infirmities, are to be borne with tenderness, and should never be

subject to sevére censure or ridicule. A contrary conduct

would not only be ungenerous, but would lesson the respect due

to their character, and injure their usefulness. Let your general

deportment towards them be respeciful and becoming the dignity

notof their persons, they are carthen vessels, but of their office—of

the trust committed unto them. Live with them in love,

esteeming them highly for their work’s sake, and you will

comfort their hearts, strengthen their hands, encourage them to

enter with more cheerfulness and spirit upon their labors, and

open to them a fairer prospect of success. Be ever ready and

desirous to enter into familiar conversation with your ,ministers

upon the spiritual state of your own souls, on the duties of the

christian, and the precepts and doctrines of the gospel. Great

would be the advantage vital religion would derive from such an
intimacy, well improved, between ministers and their people.

Knowing your views and feelings, they would more successfully

communicate to you instruction, and you and they, be mntually

animated in the work of God. Reflect upon the effects of a

contrary conduct. Consider the discouragement and difficulties

your ministers must feel, and the darkness and coldness in which

you are likely to remain, if no such opportunities for spiritual

conversation are improved. Is not the want of this conyerse

with them, on spiritual things, one great source of those
complaints which you have often made respgctiug your lifeless’
state; and are not pastors and people, in this respect, verily

guilty 7 May your lips be touched as with a live caal from the

altar, and your tongues become as the pen of a ready writer ;

and at the close of your interviews with your pastors, may you
be able to say, Did not our hearts burn within us when we
communicated our thoughts and feelings to him, and he
expounded unto us the scriptures !

“To pray for your ministers, is a duty incumbent on you.
Brethren, says the apostle, pray for us. That they have the
prayers of the souls committed to their charge is to them an
animating consideration, and cannot fail to attach them to you
more tenderly. ] X

“Provide for your ministers a comfortable support. They
are ‘to be instant in season and out of season; to be wholly
occupied in the various duties of their office : studying, medita,
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ting, reading, preaching, praying, exhorting, and visiting .their
flocks in sickness and health. These are labors in which your
ministers are to be continually engaged; bnt their temporal
support God has made your care. If their time and attention
are occupied and embarrassed with making provision for their
own and their families’ support, it will be impossible for them to
attend as they ought to the cause of God among you. Here
you must strengtheu their hands and encourage them in their
work, by delivering them as much as possible, from the perplex-
ing cares of the world ; thus, manifesting your willingness to bear
your share of the burden. Has the conduct of any of you been
different from this ? And, if so, have your ministers felt no
difficulties, and has vital religion suffered no injury? Let
experience impartially decide. Surely they have. Brethren,
these things ought not so to be; the sacred cause of Christ
demands from you every support. Unite with your ministers, -
and, if they are willing to devote their time and strength to the
work, do not prevent them by denying them a comfortable

" subsistence.

L

“From the faithful discharge of Jthe duties we have already
enumerated as incumbent on you, your ministers will derive
peculiar aid in their work ; but your general conduct, as well as
your particular treatment of them, will either strengthen or
weaken their hands, as such conduct either supports er wounds
the cause of God. Your exemplary and holy lives will add
force and energy to the truths delivered by your teachers. Live,
then, that religion which you would wish recommended te
others; maintaina holy communion with God, and keep alive the
spirit of religion. Let your souls be animated with the contem-
plation of the glorious character of God, and the glory and

randeur of Christ’s kingdom, both in’ this and the future world.

ut remember, religion does not consist in contemplation only.
The duties inculcated in the Bible, are mostly of the active kind ;
and such as can be performed only by men in a state of society.
The fruit of the spirit, not the flights of the imagination, mark
the Christian, and distinguish him from the children of the
wicked. Be careful to have your intercourse with the world
free from censure, and recollect that he who is unjust to man is
unjust to God. The enemies of religion will justly ridicule vour
profession, of a change of heart, if it be not connected with a
change of conduct. T'hey will say, your conversion is a decep-
tion, your devotion mockery, and your faith no better than that
of devils.  Your ministers will labor in vain to convince others
of the necessity of being born again, if vou should be found of an
unforgiving temper and conduet, censorious, backbiting, passion-
ate, impatient, indolent, covetous, or sensual. They will never
believe that religion to be of God which does not benefit mankind
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by softening and improving the mind, and by suppressing those
passions which are destructive of domestic and public happiness.
Viewing the works of God and his providence, and being struck
with that goodness which he has displayed in these operations,
they justly look for the same display in the effects of a religion
which claims God for its author. They will never believe that
religion to be of God which is connected with a character the
reverse of his own. To answer the expectations of those who
reason jusily, and silence the clamours raised by the enemies of
religion, your winisters will labor in vain without the assistance
of your truly christian lives and conduct. Be then the tender,
affectionate companion, not the peevish, passionate and cruel ; be
the faithful parent and the dutiful child; the peaceable, the fair,
the punctual and the upright man in all your commerce with the
world ; and the sincere christain in all the duties of religion.
Live in peace among yourselves, and you will comfort and
support the hearts of those who watch for your souls as those
who must give account. This will be their language—*‘Be-
hold the people of our charge ; and learn how good and pleasant
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.” Union peculiarly
characterizes the kingdomn o% Christ, and is essential to its beauty,
strength and happiness. Destitute of union and peace among
yourselves, you are not subjects of the king of peace, and are not
co-operating with his servants. Figure to -yourselves, how
harrowed up must be the feelings of a minister, how blasted his
strength, and how accumulated his difficulties, who lives in the
midst of a divided and contentious people. Do they co-operate
with him in advancing vital religion in the world ? The spirit of
contention is death to vital religion, and will ever be fatal to the
most powerful exertions of your ministers. Let, then, the olive
branch of peace ever be green and flourishing among you. The
injury which the cause of Christ sustains, from neglect of gospel
institutions, or from a careless attention to them by those who
profess to be the children of God, particularly to puuic worship,
1s often great, and being sensibly seen, and felt hy #e ministers
oi Christ, embarrasses them with peculiar difficuliies. This
institution is well calculated to awaken an attention to religion,
and to spread its happy influence among mankind. Weil
worthy of remembrance is the injunction of the apostle—
** Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together.” He who
neglects this duty, or is careless in the performaace of it, must’
~ be destitute of a proper regard to the feelings of his minister and
to the real interests of religion. The evil is contagious : the
example of one man has influence on another, and a regular
attendance on public worship becomes unfashionable; your
minister is deserted, and his heart and strength fail him. To
strengthen then his hands and to aid him in the work, go with
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him to the house of God, and animate him and your friends by
your presence. o ,

“In your families, much may be and much ought to be done,
which would be of general and important advantage, and greatly
facilitate the work of the ministry. * Not ' indeed in the work of
regeneration—for this is the work neither of parents nor of
ministers, but of God, (Epb. ii. 10,) but in disposing to a decent
and serious attention to public means. Impressions favourable -
to religion may be early fixed on the minds of children, and
more readily by parents than by ministers themselves. These
impressions received from their parents, prepare their minds to
receive the instructions of their ministers ; and being made in
-early youth, they generally abide with them, and direct and
inflaence their conduct through life. Numerous are the evils,
extensive and lasting, which ‘vital religion suffers from the
neglect of family instructions ; but time will not permit us to
trace them through their various branches. Your own experience
must have brought many of them to your view; and you must
have often mourned for the neglect both of family religion and
the pious education of children. Have you not often grieved for
mimsters, whose unremitied exertions to form pious and serious
habits in the minds of youth, have been rendered fruitless by
the want of support and encouragemnent from pious’ parents?
Let it not be said of you, brethren, who are the heads of families,
that you have deserted your ministers in this difficult and im-
portant part of their work. Every tender, every affectionate,
every powerful consideration, unites 1o awaken and fix your
attention to this duty ; and to fill you with shame and remorse
for the neglect of any means for informing the minds of your
tender offspring, for attaching them to the doctrines of the
gospel and to the practice of true virtue. To second, then, the
exertions of your ministers, and to encourage them in the work,
you must maintain religion in your families, and teach it to your
children apd domestics, both by precept and example.

The few"observations which we have made upon the subject,
and which we must now close, we hope will receive from you
that attention which their importance demands. The promotion
of religion in the world, is, of all others, the most interestin
object to a benevolent mind, being the most intimately connecteﬁ
with the happiness of mankind and the declarative glory of Christ.
‘What vigorous exertions then ought to be used, both by ministers
and*people, to promote the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom :
and what solicitude should we feel to know whether we are using
the most successful means to accomplish it. Guilt, it is to be
feared, has in a greater or less degree, been incurred by us all.
We have heen wanting in that noble ardour wliich the religion of
Christ demands ; but it is time now for us to awake and rise
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from the dead, The voice of our Redeemer is heard in different
parts and through extensive regions of our land. He has lifted
up his standard against the enemy, when coming in like a flood,
and thousands are flocking to it. " Let us unite with them, en-
gaging with resolution and perseverance in the contest—
manifesting by our holy lives and godly conversation, that we
are in truth enlisted under the banners of Jesus. Manifest,
brethren, to your ministers, by your faithful conduct, that you
will not desert_them in their noble opposition against error, sin
and Satan. Zealously engage with them in all becoming
measures to promote the saving knowledge of the Redeemer,
and the consequent fruits of holiness ; and may ‘your united
efforts be crowned with abundant success in the complete
. triumph of truth, holiness, peace and love.”

Our interview has been harmonious and pleasing. Our
})usineas has been transacted in peace, and our separation is in
ove.

And now, brethren, “wishing you grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ,” we remain
_yours in the faith and fellowship of the gospel.

HISTORY OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, N. Y. CITY.

On Lord’s Day morning, Dec. 21st, 1845, the Rev. S. H. Cone,
Pastor of the First Church, delivered @ Centennial discourse to a
crowded and attentive audience. His text was, Numbers 23:
23 ; Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob; neither is
there any divination against Israel. According to this time it
shall be said of Jacob and of Israel,what hath God wrought !

He sketched the character of Balaam, and gave a brief outline
of the history of Israel; their sojourn in Egypt, their journeyings
through the wilderness, and their conflicts with their enemies ;—
from all which the Lord delivered them ; proving the trptb of
the text, that although there may be *“enchantments and divina-
tions against Israel,” yet they shall not prevail. The counsel of -
the Lord shall standy : his promises shall be fulfilled—He will
make the wrath of man to praise him ; the remainder of wrath
He will restrain ; His chosen people He will bring to the land
of Canaan, though earth and hell obstruct the way—and “‘accord-
ing to this time it shall be said, what hath God wrought ?”

The typical character of God’s ancient people, the Jews, was :
next adverted to, and many passages of the Bible were quoted to
shew that Jehovah’s promises to his. spiritual Israel were all-
“yea and ‘amen in Christ Jesus ;” that no “enchantment or
divination” of men or devils could ever frustrate them ; but as
certainly as- that the children of Abralam were planted in the
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“land Rowing with milk and honey,” so certainly all the children of

God, whose names are written in the Lammb’s Book of life, shall

be brought home to the “better country”—the heavenly Canaan,

“where everlasting spring abides, and never withering flowers ;"

—and the ransomed, blood washed throng, with one heart and

with one voice shall exclaim— What kath God wrovght!

The preacher then applied the passage to the establishment of
the kingdom of Christ, to the experience of individual believers,
as well as 1o the history of particular churches, from’ the days of
the Apostles: to the present time; and, finally, dwelt at length
upon the preciousness and appropriateness of the text in
reference to the First Baptist Church,in the cityof New York.

The first effort to introduce into this city the idea of a Gospel
church and of believers’ baptism, as preached by the Apostles, as
far as we can learn, was made in the year 1709, by a Baptist
minister from Rhode Island, by the name of Wickenden. He
preached here about two years, with liuile apparent success, and in
the midst of opposition and persecution. He was thrown into
prison where he remained for three months, for daring to preach
the “glad tidings™ without a license from an officer of the crown.
In 1712,Mr. Whitman of Connecticut, came to New York and
preached two or three years. He bapiized some ten or fificen
persons ; among whom was a Mr. Ayres, who afierwards was
set apart 1o the work of the ministry. Seven males and five
females were baptized in 1714, and the following circumstance
is recorded in cannection with their baptism. Apprehending
opposition from the mob, they assembled at the water side afier
dark, and the five females were “buried with Christ by baptism ;”
but the mind of Mr. Ayres at that moment was arrested by the
passage—‘ No man doeth any thing in secret when he himself
seeketh to be known openly,” John 7—4 ; and he was so fully
convinced that it was his duty to be baptized openly, that he
stated his conviction to the six brethren standing with him ; they
all agreed to defer the adminisiration of the Ordinance 1ill the
next day. In the morning Mr. Ayres waited upon the Governor,
William Burnet, Esq, and related the facts in the case, requesting
protection for himself and friends, while as believers they were
about to obey the command of Christ in being baptized in his
name. The Governor promised protection, and at the hour
appointed for the baptism, he, togelﬁer with many of the gentry,
and a large concourse of citizens, attended at the river, and the
Ordinance was administered without interruption. As the Gov-
ernor gazed on the scene, he was heard to say, “ This was the
ancient manner of baptism ; and is, in my opinion, much pre-
ferable to the practice of modern times.”

In 1724, the persons previously baptized were organized as
an independent Gospel (?hurch, and chose Mr. Ayres as their
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Pastor. He preached to them wuntil 1731, when he removed to
Newport, Rhode Island, where he died. In 1728, they pus-
chased a lot on Golden Hill, near John Street, and built a siall
meeting-house ; but afier the resignation and removal of Mr.
Ayres, they were heset with ditficuliies. One of the trusiees
claimed and sold their place of worship, and their visibility as a
Church ceased, afier existing about eight years :—no attempt was
ever made 1o revive it. Brethren Wickenden, Whitnan, Ayres,
and those who consorted with them, were called Arminians;
but persons holding their sentiments were generally known in
New England, in later years, as Free Will Baptists.
" The First Baptist Church, New York City, originated in
1745, when Jeremiah Dodge, a member of the Fishkill Bapiist
Church, setiled here, and opened s house for public worship.
Elder Benjamin Miller, of New Jersey, preached here in that
year, and baptized Joseph Meeks, who continued to be a very
valuable member of the First Church uniil the 6th of October,
1782, when he died, aged 73 years. Robert North, and a few
others who had belonged to the Arminian Church, having learned
the way of the l.ord more perfectly, now united with brethren
Dodge and Meeks 10 sustain the Baptist cause. Mr. John Pine,
-a Licentiate of the Fishkill Church, preached for them till 1750,
when he died. In 1747, the Scoich Plains Church, New
Jersey, was organized, and called Elder Benjamin Miller to the
Pastoral office;; and as there were but thirteen brethien and sis-
ters in the city, who agreed in their views of doctrine, it was
deemed advisable to unite with that Church in 1758, with the
understanding that brother Miller should preach in New York
occasionally, and administer the Lord’s Supper to them once in
three momxs. His. preaching was so acceptable that those who
wished to hear hiun could not be accommodated in a private
dwelling ; the church, therefore, hired a rigging loft in Cart and
Horse Street, now Williain Sureet, where they statedly assembled
for public worship for several years. As their numbers and
resources increased, they purchased ground in Gold Street, and
erected a small meeting-house, which was opened on the 14th of
March, 1760. In that vear, brother John Gano, formerly Pastor
of Morristown Church, New Jersey, preached for them several
times, with great acceptance, and received a unanimous call 1o
settle with themn. He replied that he must finish his engage-
ment with the First Church, Philadelphia, where he was then
preaching ; and must spend three months afterwards with the
Yadkin Baptist Chuarch, North Carolina, whence he had been
diiven by the outrages of the Cherakee Indians, in. 1759 ; and
then he would be at liberty to accept their call. To this the
Church agreed, and continned to depend upon visiting brethren
to lead in public-worship, until June 19ih, 1762, when twenty-
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seven members of Scotch Plains, having received previously
letters of dismission, were publicly recognized as ari independent
Gospel Church. Brethren Miller and Gano conducted the reli-
gious exercises upon this interesting occasion ; the latler was
received into the fellowship of the Church the same day upon the
credit of his letter of dismission from the Yadkin Church, and
entered immediately upon his pastoral charge. Many flocked
together ‘to hear him preach Christ crucified ; 1n two or three
years, the number of members exceeded two hundred ; the
meeting-house was considerably enlarged, so as 1o measure fifty-
two feet by forty-two, and was then too small for the congrega-
tion. '

The ministry of brother Gano continued to be very acceptable
and edifying. He was no connmon man. He was endowed with
strong powers of mind, and had been blessed with a good educa-
tion. In the pulpit he was animated and affectionate ; sound and
clegr in his views of divine truth, and skillful in arresting and
retaining the attention of his audience. He was easy in his man-
ners, had great knowledge of men, and possessed uncommon tact
in accommodating himself to times and places and circumstances,
and yet never lose sight of his “high vocation.” It was a saying
of his—we must always act in character—and it was his happi-
ness, by grace divine, uniformly to maintain the character o(P a
faithful servant of the Most High God. But even with such a
Pastor, the peace of the Church was occasionally disturbed.
Three ministers from England, at different times. endeavored to
divide the Church—they were Murray, Dawson, and Allen—the
last of whom, especially, caused them sore trouble. Brother
Gano wrote to England, *“ and obtained such an account of the -
man and his character at home,” as destroyed his influence in
New York, and he soon affer removed from the city. The next
difficulty worthy of note originated in a vote of the Church to
sing from hymn books, instead of giving out the lines, as had
previously been the custom. This change gave so much offence
that fourteen took letters of dismission, and formed the Second
Baptist Church, New York, and as such were publicly recog-
nized on the 5th of June, 1770, by brethren Miller and Gano.

The Church, however, continued to increase in number and
influence until the war of the Revolution, during which period
the members were every where scattered abroad. The ordi-
rance of baptism was administered by the Pastor, April 28ih,
1776, and not again until September 4th, 1784.

John Gano was a firm patriot and a brave man. In the strug-
gle fornational existence and the establishment of civil and religious
freedom, he could not but take an active part. He removed his
family to Connecticut, but determined to remain in the city him-
self until the enemy entered it. He was invited to become Chap-
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lain to the Regiment commanded by Colonel Charles Webb, of
Stamford, but declined the appointment. He, nevertheless, so far
complied as to visit the Regiment every morning, and preach for
them every Lord’s day. He was anxious to remove the furniture
from his dwelling, but his efforts were frustrated: the British ship-
ping took possession of both the North and East Rivers, and he
'was obliged to retire precipitately to our camp. The enemy
entered the city the next day, afier a little skirmishing, and our
troops were driven to Haerlem—then to Kingshridge—and at
last to White Plains, where Washington had collected a large
part of his forces; and where, says brother Gano, *‘ we had a
warm, though partial batile ; for probably not a third of either
army was brought into action. y station, in time of action, I
knew to be among the surgeons ; but in this batile I somehow
got in the front of the Regiment; yet 1 durst not quit my place
for fear of damping the spirits of the soldiers, or of bringing on
myself an imputation of cowardice. Rather than do either, I
-chose to risk my fate.” His soldierly bearing upon that occa-
sion, in the presence of the enemy, elicited much praise from the
officers in their after conversations, and greatly increased their
respect for their Chaplain, whose personal courage had been so
severely tested.

Bro. Gano continued with Col. Webb’s regiment until the
period expired for which the men had enlisted, and they returned
to their homes. He took this opportunity to visit his family,
where he found a letter awaiting him from Col. Dubosque, then
stationed at Fort Montgomery, on the North River. ﬂe imme-
diately set out for the Colonel's quarters, and at the earnest
solicitation of General James Clinton, with whom he there met,
he accepted an appointment as Chaplain, and continued in the
service until the close of the war. Afier the British evacuated New
York, he returned to the city and collected together *‘about thirty-
seven members of. the church out of above iwo hundred.” The
meeting-house which was mueh disfigured, having been used as
a store house and stable for horses, was repaired ; public worship
was resumed ; “the Lord looked graciously upon his people, the
congregation was large and attentive, and many were brought to
bow the knee to King Jesus!” Iniwo years the church again
numbered more than two hundred members. In 1787, a pro-
position was made to Bro. Gano to remove to Kentucky, with
the prospect of increasing his usefulness, and relieving himself
from pecuniary embarrassments. He called -a church meeting
and laid before them the facts in the case: but he says “they
treated it all as a chimera, and with all possible coolness left him
to determine for. himself.” He immediately determined to go.
As soon as his intention was made known, “the church offered
to raise his salary, and very affectionately urged him to tarry.”
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He would gladly have complied with their wishes, but it was too
late; he had entered into engagements which could not be broken.
He continued to preach for the church until the 4th of May,
1788 ; in the afternoon of that day, he adminisiered the Lord’s
Supper, and in the evening took his final leave of them in a very
affecting discourse from Acts. 15—29, Fare ye well !

Bro. Gano arrived safely at Limestone, Ky. June 17th, 1768;
he preached in various parts of the state, principally at Frank-
fort,;and for the Town Fork church, and finished his course Aug.
10th, 1804, in the 78th year of his age. The last sentiment he ut-
tered, in the midst of his weeping family and friends was, his desire
to depart and be with Jesus. The First Church, N. Y., has great
cause of gratitude to the God of all grace for giving them John
Gano as their first Pastor. His ministry was owned and blessed
to the permanent establishment of our cause in this great com-
mercial emporium ; where for more than twenty-six years, this
John the Baptist was a burning and a shining light.

(To be concluded next month.)

~

PRINCIPAL BRITISH BAPTIST SOCIETIES.
Baptist Missionary Society, formed 1792.

Object :—* The diffusion of the knowledge of the religion of Jesus
Christ throughout the whole world, heyond the British Isles, by the preach-
ing of the Gospel, the translation and publication of the Holy Scriptures,
and the establishment of Schoels.”

Income, year ending March 31,1845 . . . £20,268 6 -3

Expenditure . . PR . . . 23,005 8 6 .

Baptist Home Missionary Society, formed 1797,

Object :—** The Support and Encouragement of Jtinerant and Village
Preaching.”

Income, year ending March 25,1845 . . .  £4981 13 8

Expenditure . . . . 5072 9 6

Baptist Irish Society, formed 1814.
Object :—* To employ itinerants in Ireland, to establish Schools, and to
distribute Bibles and Tracts either gratuitously or at reduced prices.”
Income, year ending April 29, 1845 . . . £251618 3
Expenditure . . .« . o« . . . 315013 O
General Baptist Missionary Society, formed 1816.
Income, year ending June 30, 1845 . . . £2285 17 0
Ezxpendityre . . . . . . . . 339611 1
Baptist Fund, formed 1717. ’
Objects :—+ For the relief of ministers and churches of the Particular

Bapuist Denomination in England aiid Wales ;8the education of yeung
persons of the same persuasion for the mipistry; donations of books to
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young students and ministers ; and for any other charitable purpose (con-

sistent with the general design) which the managers shall approve.”
Income, year ending March 1, 1845 . . . £232 911
Ezpendityre . . . . . . . 2442 13 1

Baptist Building Fund, formed 1824.

Object :—The assistance of congregations of the Particular Baptist
Denomination - in defrt;lying the expenses of the building, repair, and
enlargement of places of worship ; after due examination o% the propriety
of the expenditure, the correctness of the Trust Deeds, and other particu-
lars, showing that the case is deserving of approbation and aid.

Income, year ending September, 1845 . . . . £629

Bible T'ranslation Society, formed 1840.

Object :—*To aid in printing and circulating those translations of the
Holy Scriptures, from which the British and Foreign Bible Society has
withdrawn its assistance on the ground that the words relating to the ordi-
nance of baptism have been translated by terms signifying immersion ;
and further to aid in producing and circulating-other versions of the word -
of God, similarly faithful and complete.”

Income, year ending March 31,1845 . . . £2497 3 1
Ezpenditure . . . . . . . . 241 2 7

Baptist Union, formed 1813.

Objects :—* 1st. To extend brotherly love and union among those Bap-
tist Ministers and Churches who agree in the sentiments usually denomi-
nated evangelical. 2nd. To promote unity of exertion in whatever may
best serve the cause of Christ in general, and the interests of the Baptist
Denomination in particular. 3rd. To obtain accurate statistical informa-
tion relative to Baptist Churches, Sacieties, Institutions, Colleges, &c.,
throughout the kingdom and the world at large. 4th. To prepare for cir-
‘culation an Annual Report of the proceedings of the Union, and of the
state of the denomination.”

Income, year ending March 31,1845 . . . £14114 2
Exzxpenditure e e+ .. .. 1719 4

Bath Society for Aged Ministers, formed 1816.

Object :—The relief of those Baptist Ministers who havé become Bene-
ficiary Members in conformity with the rules, when they appear to be
permanently incapacitated for pastoral or ministerial duties by reason
of age or infirmity.

Income, year ending June 24, 18435 . , . £423 6 6

Erpenditure . . . . . . . . 29 6 6

Capital, £4600 new 34 per cent. Stock, and £500 3 per cent. Consols.

Claimants receiving aid B,

Number of Beneficiary Members . . © , . 124

Baptist Magazine, commenced 1809,

Profits :—* The Profits arising from the sale of this work are given to
the Widows of Baptist Ministers, at the recommendation of the contri-
butors. ’

Grants for the year ending July 5, 1845 . .. . X198
Grants to Widows from the canmencement to Midsummer last 5208

0
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Selection of Hymns, first published in 1328.

Profits :—+ The entire Profits to be given to the Widows and Orphans
of Baptist Ministers and Missionaries.” _ , ,

Grants for the year ending June 31, 1845 . . . £197

Grants from the commencement - . . . . . 1997

Baptist Tract Spciety, formed 1841.

Object :—* To disseminate the truths of the gospel by means of small
treatises or tracts, in accordance with” the subscribers’ ¢ views as Calvin-
istic and Strict Communion Baptists.” , .

. Income, year ending December 31, 1844 . . £334 12 4.

Ezpenditure . , , . . . . . 44 40

The Hapserd Knollys Society, formed 1844.
Object :—* The publication of the works of early English and other~
Baptist writers.” : :
BAPTIST COLLEGES AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.
Bristol, instituted 1770.

fm:ome, year ending June 24, 1845 . P £1035 15 4
Ezpenditure T . 1284 5 8
Present number of students, 17.

, . Stepney, instituted 1810.

Income, year ending September 3, 1845 .. L1776 9
" Ezpenditure . . 114710

No

Present' numiaer of' stud.ents. :‘?,4.
Bradford, instituted 1804.

Income, year ending August 7,1845 . . . £117 8 38
Exrpenditure e e e e 170 11 0 .
_Present number of students, 28.

Pontypool, instituted at Abergavenny, 1807 ; removed to Pontypool, 1836.

Income, year ending July, 1844 . . . . £64417 3
Expenditure , . . . . . 708 13 1
: Number of students, 15. . :

Accrington, instituted 1841.

Income,lastyear . . . . . ., . &£28417 0
Exzxpenditure . . .. . . . 281610

Present number of students, 10.. :
Baptist Theological Education Society, instituted 1843.

Receipts to December,1844 . . . . | £4414 9
Ezpenditures to ditto . . . . . . 41 4 9
Number of students, 4.

Dr. Ward’s Trust.

John Ward, LL. D., a Professor in Gresham College, who died in
758, had in 1754 put in trust £1200 Bank Stock, to be applied after his



1846.] STATISTICAL. 51

decease to the education of two young men at a Scotch University, witha
view to the ministry, preference being given to Baptists. Additions have
subsequently been made to the fund, through occasional vacancies, and by
the late Rev. Joseph Hughes, A. M., and the Rev. Joseph Angus, A. M.,
who repaid all they had received. The students are taken from the seve-
ral Baptist Colleges indifferently according to merit : three are supported
by it at the present time. In the list of those who have received the
benefit of this Trust are the names of Caleb Evans, Robert Hall, Joseph
Hui}les, J. H. Hinton, John Hoppus, James Acworth, Samuel Tomkins,
C. M. Birrell, Joseph Angus, and Francis Tucker.

STATISTICAL.

BY J. M. PECK.

For some time past, our readers have been promised a Statistical article
on the affairs of the Baptist denominationin the United States. The inquiry
is often made, and especially in conjunction with Missionary contributions, as
contrasted with our numerical report, why the Baptists do no more for the
cause of benevolence, especially in that of Foreign Missions, and the
inference frequently drawn is unfavourable to the piety, talent and enter-
prise of the denomination, A few comparative facts, both historical and
statistical, may aid in setting this matter in its true light.

In measuring the obligations and responsibilities of one religious sect
with another, reference sgould be had to all those things that make up
its resources at any former period, compared to its present position. And
here let us premise, that in all views of this character, we desire to be
understood that we recognize our dependence on the grace and providence
of God for what we have been disposed and enabled to perform, and for
every degree of success. *Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto
thy name, give glory: for thy merg, and for thy truth’s sake.” ¢“Not
by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” [Ps.
exv: 15 Zech. iv: 6.] In all his gracious purposes, God employs means,
and makes use of feeble instrumentalities to advance the interests of his
kinidom, and display his glory. And while we are thankful for what
He has enabled us to accomplish, we ought to be humbled in the dust that
we have done no more.

To use a mercantile phrase, the RESoURCES possessed by a denomina-
tion at any given period, constitute its cCAPITAL 8TOCK, by which success-
ful efforts can be made in a given time. Ina religious point of view, and
in a wide sense, this sTock includes amongst others, the following items:

1st. Number of Communicants. 2d. Wealth. 3d. Talent. 4th. Means
of Intellectual and moral Improvement:—as Colleges, Theological and
other Seminaries, and their endowments—number and capacity of the
men who form their Board of Instruction ;—>5th. Periodicals ; their char-
acter, size, extent of circulation, and mental and moral power. 6th.
Ministry; including their numbers, talents, education, soundness in the
faith, piety, devotedness to the work, means of support, position occupied,
as pastors, itinerants, or as occasional preachers, licentiates and students
in preparation for the ministry. 7th. Churches, including minister’s
position, resources, and character. 8th. Social organizations for mis-
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sions, Bible circulation, Sabbath Schools, and pastoral supervision. 9th,
Publication and Tract efforts, and the quality and amount of books circu-
lated and read. 10th. Systematic efforts, unity of feeling and action ;
mutual co-operation, facilities and habits of intercourse, &e. »

From all these, should be subtracted the measures and influences that
tend to counteract and lessen the means of doing good.

The amount of progress and gain, in a given period of time, includes not
only what Baptists have done in the great work of evangelizing the
world, but what they have done in improving their own condition, and the
progress made at home. :

Wo men may engage in commercial pursuits at the same time, but
under very different circumstances. One may have experience, a capital
of 100,000, with a large circle of powerful friends, warehouses and ships
at command, a list of foreign correspondents, and many other facilities.
The other commences business with a capital of $10,000 without a
strictly mercantile education, with little experience, few friends, and has
to rent his warehoure, and charter his ships from others. Aftertwenty
years’ successful enterprise, the second is but half as wealthy as the first,
and in every respect possesses half the commercial influence. Would it
be fair to say he has accomplished but half as much as his neighbor? The
truth is, when all the circumstances of the two cases are compared, the
last has accomplished five times more than the first. Let us employ
another illustration: A farmer in New England has two sons, equally
well trained to the business of agriculture. To the eldest he leaves the
“homestead,” with its hundred acres; a well improved farm, buildings,
stock, implements, with all the facilities for business, and a ready and
profitable market near. The youngest, with the pittance of $100 in his
pocket “clears out” for the wilds of the West, begins in the forest, and
after many years of toil and privation, has as many acres well fenced and
cultivated, as good buildings, and is as wealthy as his elder brother.
Have these men made equal progrees? By no means. The eldest has
sustained his family and gained nothing. The other has made all he
possesses over $100. He has certainly evinced the most industry, eco-
nomy and enterprise. : :

So it has been with Baptists, when compared with some other sects.
They began poor, and under circumstances peculiarly disadvantageous.

Their congregational, Episcopal and Presbyterian neighbors, each in an
organized state, occupied the chief positions in most of the cities, towns
and villages of ‘the country, half a century bygone, with colleges, houses
of worship, and an educated ministry; with respectability of charactcr
and popular influence on their side. In a large portion of New England,
the first of these sects had, what was then regarded of pre-eminent
advantage, as the Episcopalians did' in Virginia, before the American
Revolution, the civil power and religious taxation to sustain them.

In view of all these facts, 1¢t us look over the past at several periods,
estimate what we have figuratively termed our capital stock, and cast up
the proceeds. Ttliis survey, of course, must be very imperfect, for we are
deficient of the necessary facts. We have no data by which we can esti-
mate the cost or the relative importance of our houses of worship at any

iven period. And itis a subject too delicate for our rough handling, even
ad we data at hand, to estimate the talents, education, piety and influence
of the ministry. All that can be done in these and many otlier particulars,
is to induce reflection, call into exercise the memories of our elder breth-
ren, and elicit thoughts and opinions. There are some things, however,
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about which we can give *figures and facts,” and thus furnish elements’
in calculating our progress.

We begin our tables at the period of 1792,—the date of the last edition
of John Asplund’s Register, which will afford us a range of fifty-two years.

TABLE I.

Table og the Baptist Churches, Ministers, and Communicants in each State
in 1791, with the aggregate national population of each State and Terri-
tory, in 1790.

y 0. 0 0. €9 0.-0, opulation,

States. C}Zurc{e:. b[tl':i:lr{. ConI:,mu-}{’ta. P p1790.w“'

Maine . . . 15 21 832 96,540
Mew Hampshire . . 32 40- 1,732 141,899
Vermont . . . 34 36 1,610 85,416
Magsachusetts . . 92 105 6,234 378,717
Connecticut . . 55 65 3,214 | 238,141
Rhode Island . . 38 75 3,502 69,110
New York . . 62" 83 3,987 340,120
New Jersey . . . 26 29 2,279 184,139
Pennsylvania . . 31 | 33 1,350 434,373
Delaware . . . 7 10 | 409 59,096
Maryland . . . 13 11 776 319,728
Virginia . . . 218 261 20,443 748,308
Nerth Carolina . . 94 154 7,503 393,751
South Carolina . . 70 77 4,167 249,073
Georgia. . . . 42 2 3,211 - 82,548
Tennessee . . . 18 21 889 35,704
Kentucky . . . 42 61 3,095 73,077
Ohio . . . . 2 2 62 3,000
"Total, | 891 | 1,156 | 65,345 | 3,932,830

The proportion of Baptist communicants to the whole population was
about one to sixty.

There were about 4,500 Separate Baptists in 1792, not included in As-
plund’s tables, but which were included in the subsequent tables, making
the aggregate aboug 70,000. )

Elder John Asplund, who collected the foregoing statistics, was a
most laborieus and self-denying itinerant preacher. ﬁis Register of the
Baptist Churches in America, first published in 1791, and revised and
re-published in 1794, cost him about 17,000 miles journeying, chiefly on
foot, which mode he preferred. He visited every state and territory, and
nearly every Baptist church, to gather the materials. His list of ministers
needs some explanation. At that period, Baptist churches had ordained
ministers and licentiates as now. But there were many deacons and
other brethren, who, after the regular minister closed his sermon, were
accustomed to give an exhortation, or as the quaint phrase then was, ¢ to
free their mind,” and to condnct prayer-meeting. The usual form of
license at that period permitted the individual * to improve his gift.” We
suppose Asplund counted all these in his list of ministers, as we are con-
fident not more than half the number he gives were ordained ministers.

For the purpose of a comparative view of each great section of our
country, we shall divide the United States, in each of our tables, into three
districts, distinguished as northern, southern, and western. The first
includes all the Atlantic States north of the District of Columbia. The
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Southern includes all the Atlantic States South, with Alabama. The
Western district includes all the States and temtonal reglons in the Mis-
sissippi Valley, including Texas and Oregon.

:bcctwm. Churches. Mmuters.' Numbers. l Population.
Northern - - - 405 508 25,975 2,347,279
Southern - - - 424 564 35,324 . | 1,473,680
Western - - - 62 84 4,046 111,871

Proportion of Baptist communicants to the whole population in each Section.

Northern Section, one to eighty-eight.
Southern Section, one to forty-one.
Western Section, one to twenty-seven.

The next}{)enod is 1812, for convenient reference to the tables in Mr.
Benedict’s istory of the Baptists, published in 1813 ;—the column of the
national population from the census of 1810. -

‘
'

TABLE 1.

Number of Baptist Churches, Ministers, and Communicants in each State
in 1812, with the Aggregate National Populatwn in 1810. '

- States. Churches. | Ministers.| Numbers. | Population. '

Maine - - - 103 83 5,204 228,705
New Hampshire - - 69 48 4,940 214,300
Vermont - - - 76 50 5,185 |. 217,713
Massachusetts - - 91 81 8,105 422,040
Rhode Island - - 26 31 3,033 77,031
Connecticut - - - 65 54 5,716 262,042
New York - - 239 157 18,499 959,049
New Jersey - - - 35 26 2,811 245,555
Penngylvania - - - 63 57 4,365 810,091
Delaware - - - 6 4 480 72,674
Maryland - - - /. 14 . 9 697 380,546
Virginia . - - - 292 286 35,665 974,622
North Carolina - - 204 117 12,567 555,500
South Carolina - - 154 95 11,821 . 415,115
Georgia - - - 163 109 14,761 252,433
Louisiana - - - 3 2 130 76,556
Mississippi - - 17 11 764 40,352
Tennessee - - - 156 125 | 11,325 261,727
Kentucky - - - 285 183 22,694 406,511
Missouri = - - - 7 7 192 20,845
Illinois - - - 7 8 153 | 12,282
Indiana - - - - 29 22 1,376 © 24,520
Ohio - - - 60 40 2,400 230,760

Total, 2,164 1,605 | 172,973 7,210,969

The proportion of Baptist communicants to the whole population was
about one to forty-one.

The Minutes of Association from which the Rev. D. Benedict formed
the tables appended to his ¢ History,” and from which the foregoing table
has been constructed, are from the years 1809, 1810, 1811, 1812, and 1813.
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The most numerous are those of 1812. This gives 20 years from the date
of the former table, during which the denomination increased about
103,000, or doubled two and a half times.

SECTIONAL VIEW FOR THE SAME PERIOD.

) Sections. Churches. ' Minzsters. Nu;nbera. Population,
Northem - - - | 787 | 600 | 59,125 | 3,939,746
Southern - - - 813 607 74,814 2,197,670
Western - - - 564 398 39,034 1,073,553

Proportion of Baptist Communicants to the whole Population in each Section.
Northern Section, one in sixty-six.

* Southern Section, one in twenty:nine.
Western Section, one in twenty-seven.

Our next date is that of 1832, making another period of 20 years.

TABLE [Il.
Number of Baptist Churches, Ministers, and Communicants in each State

© in 183, with the Aggregate National Population in 1830.

States. Churches. { Ministers.| Numbers. | Population.
Maine - - 222 168 15,000 899,455
New Hampshire - - 90 78 6,705 269,328
Vermont - - 125 87 10,525 280,652
Massachusetts - - 189 220 20,200 610,408
Rhode Island - 20 20 3,271 97,199
Conneeticut - - - 92 97 10,039 297,675
New York - 605 545 60,006 1,913,006
New Jersey - - - 61 60 3,981 320,823
Pennsylvania - 157 121 11,103 1,348,233
Delaware - - - 1= 9 5 420 76,748
Maryland and D. C. 34 23 1,341 486,874
Virginia - - - 435 261 54,302 1,211,405
North Carolina - 332 211 18,918 737,987
South Carolina - - 73 193 28,996 581,185
Georgia - - 509 225 38,382 516,823
Ahlbama - - - 250 145 11,334 309,527
Louisiana - - 16 13 728 215,529
Arkansas - - - 17 5 181 30,388
Tennessee - 413 243 20,472 681,904
Kentucky - - - 484 258 34,124 687,917
Missouri - - 146 93 4,972 140,455
Ilinois - - - - 161 123 4,622 157,445
Indiana - - 299 201 11,334 343,031
Ohio - - - - - 280 166 10,493 937,903
Michigan - . 17 13 667 31,639
Total, 5236 | 3,579 | 382,116 | 12,683,539

Tﬁe_proportion of the Baptist communicants to the whole population
at this period, was about one in thirty-three. During this period of 20
years, the denomination increased 209,143, or doubled 2 1-5 times.
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SECTIONAL VIEW FOR THE SAME PERIOD.

Sections. | Churches. | Ministers. | Numbers. Population.
Northern, - - - | 1604 1424 142,591 6,100,401
Southern - - 1799 1040 151,932 | 3,356,927
Western - - - | 1833 1115 87,593 | 3,226,211
Proportion of Baptist Communicants to the whole Population in each Section.

Northérn Section, one in forty-three. .

. Southern Section, one in twenty-two.
- Western Section, one in thirty-seven.

Our next and last date will be from the associational returns for 1844,
found in the * Almanac and Baptist Register” for 1846, with the national
population of 1840, making a period of 1 twenty-two years.

TABLE IV.

The proportion of Baptist communicants to the whole population is
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about one in twenty-four. During this period of 12 years, the gain has
been 337,930—or about 88 per cent.

' SECTIONAL VIEW FOR THE SAME PERIOD.

Sections. Churches | Ministers.| Numbers. l Population.
Northern - - - 2,145 2,062 235,727 7,352,111
Southern - - - 3,157 1,840 | 251,341 3,834,239
Western - - - 4,083 2,462 232,977 o 6,041,104

Proportion of Baptist Communicants to the whole Population in each Section.

Northern Section, about one in thirty. :

Southern Section, about one in fifteen.

Western Section about one in twenty-five .

The result of this survey shows that in numbers. Baptists have not
merely increased in a given ratio, but in every part of the United States
they have increased much faster than the national population. The
comparative tables, and sketches, show the proportionate and relative
increase in each Section.

We pretend not to say that every Baptist communicant is a real
Christian. This has never been the case in any period of the Christian
church. But it is equitable to suppose there are as many real Christians
of strictly evangelical principles and of Baptist sentiments in our own
country, as there are unsound church members in our denomination. For
it is well known that in every congregation, there are in individuals, who
from misgivings of their own, doubts of their adoption, or some other
cause, give to their friends evidence of faith in Christ, and yet have not
made the good confession requisite in baptism. -

We need not say to our Baptist readers, what it is necessary to say to
some others, that in all cases, and in every part of the country, all com-
municants in Baptist churches have been received as candidates for
baptism and church membership, on a voluntary and open profession of
a change of heart, or the “new birth,” which includes as manifest
evidence, repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.
Each member has been examined in what is technically called his
«Christian experience ;" that i3, the influence of the gospel, by the
mighty working of the Holy Spirit on his heart, by which he has passed
from death to life.

In many other Christian sects, the relationship of church members
commences with the unconscious infant, by the act and profession of its

. parent or sponsor; or with the “seeker,” who has not professed to be
savingly converted. And, hence, in a direct or more remote sense, these
sects connect the removal of original sin, the procurement of pardon, and
dispensation of grace in the act of baptism, tge Lord’s Supper, or some
other religious rite. Baptists regard evidence of a state of salvation by
faith in Christ, previous to baptism and church fellowship, as a fundamen-
tal principle of the Gospel. But they hold baptism as a public profession
of faith in Chriset, a pre-requisite to church membership and sacramental
communion.

In the foregoing tables, we have included that class of Baptists usually
termed ‘‘anti-mission,” which include about 2000 churches, 1000 preachers,
and 68,000 communicants. Their articles of faith, terms of church
membership, and principles of order are similar to the other class.

In each table under the head of ‘““ministers” are included ordained
ministers and licentiates. The latter class in 1844, amounted to 1147,
Some of these are students prosecuting their literary or theological studies.
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EFFICIENCY OF OUR MINISTRY.

In 1792, very few Baptist ministers were educated men in a classical
sense, and but a small proportion of the whole were sustained in the pas-
toral relation. The Itinerant System has been the chief instrumentality in
increasing our numbers. This is specially true of the Southern and
Western Sections. Till within twenty years past, in those Sections, all
our ministers (with a few exceptions) labored as itinerants, and in a great
measure ‘at their own charges. At the present time, two-thirds of the
whole number in those Sections are more properly itinerants than pastors.

The licentiates, who J)reach with any regularit{l, are not more- than
equal to the disabled and superannuated amongst the ordained ministers.
Hence our efficient ministry do not exceed in number 5,000 men. And
some deduction should be made for those (a numerous class) who devote
much of their time, from necessity, to secular affairs. We have increased
in the number of churches and of communicants in a greater ratio than in
the number of ministers, though in mental and moral efficiency there has
‘been proportionate gain in the ministry. .-

CONCLUSION.

In respect to houses of worship, colleges, theological and minor semina-
ries, periodicals, book circulation, organized institutions of benevolence,
and charitable contributions, hardly a comparison can be drawn hetween
1792, or even 1812, and the present time. At those periods, Baptists, like
the other Christian sects in America, had scarcely commenced such instru-
mentalities, except on a very limited scale. o .

In a future number of the Memorial, we intend to take a cursory sur-
vey of our progress in these respects. It is also desirable to resolve the
question, whether the influences and effects of evangelical Christianity keep
pace with the increase of our national population, and the expansion of
our settlements. For this purpose we have the materials before us in the
documents of each principal evangelical sect, with some experience, and
opportunity for observation. The result will surprise some who have
indulged desponding fears, and demonstrate it to be our duty to raise our
.Ebenezer, * HITHERTO HATH THE LOoRD HELPED USs.” )

CONDENSED REVIEWS.

Tuae CompLETE WoRKS oF THE REV. ANDREW FULLER, wiTH A MEMOIR
BY H1s SoN. Revised, with additions, by the REv. JoserH BELCHER;
in three volumes. Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication So-
ciety. 1846.

The first and second of these volumes are already completed, and the
third will soon be ready. They constitute by far the most valuable contri-
bution to our Theological literature, which this Society, or indeed any other
in our country, has ever furnished. It is quite needless to offer com-
mendation or eulogy on these writings. Like every thing human, they
are doubtless imperfect. But considering the wide range of topics
embraced in his works, very rarely can so much be found worthy of the
warmest approval, marred by so few blemishes.

' The present edition—which is stereotyped, thus enabling the Society
always to keep on hand an adequate supply, and to sell each volume
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separately without serious inconvenience—is distingunishdd from its prede-
cessors by two excellencies, viz : greater fullness and completeness, and a
more perfect arrangement. The idea of a classification into three parts,
expository, practical, and controversial, has long been a favorite with us,
and here for the first time itis pretty fully realized.

The first volume presenting a good mezzotint engraving of Fuller, his
Memoir occupying overone hundred pages—ninety-two Sermons of various
length and character, filling about four hundred and fifty pages more, is
then completed with illustrations of Seripture, letters on Systematic
Divinity, and thoughts on preaching. It is a most interesting book, and
we know not how any Christian minister can well do withoutit. Noris
its interest or value restricted merely to ministers. No intelligent Chris-
tian, disposed to improve, can fail to derive immense advantages from its
perusal. i

The second volume embraces the controversial publications, beginning
with his triumphant agument, entitled, * The Gospel its own Witness,”
and ending with his noble plea for Christian Missions. These and similar
productions of his pen will never die. These two volumes, containing
nearly 1600 large 8vo. pages, on a type so compact as to gratify the most
economical, are afforded by the Society, in very neat attractive binding,
for five dollars. Who ean grudge this amount for such a treasure !

A ComrrLETE HEBREW AND Eneris CRriTicAL AND ProNoUNCING Dic-
TIONARY. By W. L. Roy. With an English Index, by the late Rev.
George Bourne. Royal 8vo. Second edition. New. York. Printed by
J. F. Trow, and sold by Colby, Nassau Street. 1346.

The study of Hebrew has peculiar attractions and advantages for every
biblical scholar ; but ‘at the same time seems environed with difficulties and
discouragements. The language itself is but moderately copious, and has,
especially without the points, as divine revelation orignally employed 1, a
very considerable ambiguity attaching to its skeleton forms. Add to this,
the slight seope of its employment; scarcely any other work of interest
besides the principal part of the Old Testament having been written in it.
. To these and similar causes,with the peculiarity of its forms and evolutions,
may be attributed, in a great degree, the slow progress which is evinced in
Hebrew philology, even among the more favored sons of science, and
scholastic pretensions. Very many of our young ministers, we grieve to
say, make no progress in Hebrew after their ordination; and not a few
who have enjoyed the facilities for mastering the elementary difficulties of
the language, very soon seem to forget all they have learned. Nor can it
be deemed strange that many of our best self-made men (a very numerous
and estimable class) are deterred from ever attempting to master the lan-

goage.



60  MONTHLY RECORD. [Feb.

This Dictionary of Mr. Roy, will greatly aid both of these classes ; ena-
bling the former to retain and somewhat increase the acquisitions -of
Hebrew ; and presenting such facilities as will smooth the ascent to its
attainment for those without a teacher or other desirable helps.

The author sets forth sixteen advantages which his Lexicon has over
every other work of the kind.  Some cavillers will doutless say that these
reasons will count more than they weigh. But it must be universally
admitted, that by giving every word in the form in which it actually
occurs.in the Bible, thus enabling the novice to find and trace the object of
his pursuit with ease and success; and by giving him such facilities as are
here furnished for pronouncing every Hebrew word, with correctness and
confidence, some of the formidable obstacles to a beginner are at once
removed. .

While, therefore, it should be candidly acknowledged that this work
may not satisfy a deeply philosophical inquirer, it will aid the many who
may be disposed tc use it to commence with enhanced pleasure. Father
Frey,—than whom on such a question few would be more confided in,—
says this is the best Lexicon for beginners. It is beautifully printed, and
has been much improved from the first edition, in several importdht
respects. -

MONTHLY RECORD.

CompPLETE FiLEs oF VALUABLE PuBLICATIONS, are not as carefully
secured as their importance demands. We are led to this remark by per-
- sonal experience. By dint of persevering endeavor, we have succeeded
in completing all the volumes of the Baptist Magazine, from its inception
under the Editorial supervision of Drs. Stillman and Baldwin, in the year
1803, down to the present time. How few, how very few such files are
any where to be found! And yet they are acknowledged invaluable, net
only by the antiquarian, but by all who have occasion to investigate the
questions which necessarily arise in reference to the early character, and
continuous history of our denomination. Many of the incidents there
recorded are valuable from their intrinsic character, and many more from
their relations. '

We once gathered up with like carefulness all the volumes of the Latter-
day Luminary, published first in Philadelphia, about the year 1816, and
from January, 1821, in Washington City.. But a good brother wanted
them, and to our own lasting regret, his wishes were gratified at our
expense. The little Tract Magazine, conducted from the beginning by
the lamented Noah Davis, in Philadelphia, and after his death by our
neighbor and associate, Ira M. Allen, contains in its later volumes, some
valuable history and statistics. Bo does the Christian Review; especially
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in its earlier volumes, on which Professor Knowles left so much of the
living impress of his own thorough love for all the distinguishing traits of
our religious family interests. The ten volumes of this work will soon be
rare, and not easily secured. Let those who can do so, at once complete
their files. Our own Memorial, recent comparatively as its origin seems,
begins to be an object of solicitude. The first volume has some time
since been exhausted, and would readily command a premium. To oblige
many friends, who are constantly inquiring for it, to make their setts com-
plete, we have been induced to offer two of either of the subsequent
volumes, for the first, if sent to our office free of expense, and in good
order for binding. A little attention now will enable many of our sub-
scribers to complete their files, and they may thus at the cost of a little
care, preserve for their children a legacy which will bless their memories.

-8raTisTics.—Do not fail to look through the noble articles presented in
this number on these subjects. They have cost immense labor, and are
worth all they cost. How adapted is the view thus furnished of Baptist
benevelence, in Great Britain, and of numbers in America, to call forth
devout and humble thanksgivings to God.

‘Many, we are sure, will look for the promised fulfilment in a future
number, of the intended completion of this subject. Brother Peck states,
in a private note, that his third article will be a comparative and relative
progress of each evangelical sect, with our national population at successive
periods. He adds, It was an investigation of this field, in 1825, that
made me so ready in statistical lore. I then discovered, by a comparison
of Church members, that while our national population doubled once in
25 years, our church members quadrupled in that time. The period then
embraced, was from 1790, to 1825. The gain siuce has been more rapid.
Amongst other general sins, we have that of unthankfulness for religious
increase to answer for.”

BarTisT Crurch, St. Louis, Missouri.—We learn, with sincere and
unwonted satisfaction, that this beloved church, in whose loss of a pastor
one year since we were sympathizing witnesses, have at length their breach
supplied. The Rev. Dr. Lynd was publicly recognized as their pastor,
the second Lord’s day in January. Rev. Dr. Bullard, of the Presbyterian
Church, preached an excellent sermon appropriate to the occasion. Rev.
Dr. Sherwood, of Alton, delivered a pertinent address, with the hand of
fellowship, and preached in the afternoon. Dr. Lynd himself preached at
night, to a crowded house, from a clause of Paul's entreaty, ‘Strive in
your prayers for me.”

One cannot know by ocular demonstration, the important influence of
these great focal points of radiant power in the mighty west, without the
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liveliest concern for their being early and constantly occupied by the best,
ablest and most devoted men. This post at St. Louis, is now well filled :
but who shall go to Louisville, Ky., and who occupy the vacancy created
by Dr. Lynd’s removal from Cincinnati? These are important questions.
No one who has been led to dwell on the momentous issues involved in
them, though himself may be called to an humbler sphere in a contrary
direction, can fail to breathe an earnest prayer to the Great Sbepherd
that soon He would so order that the right instrumentality may be secured,
and His abundant blessing crown the efforts and enterprises of his servants !

REvVIVALS, are decidedly multiplying around us iw different directions.
Alabama and Mississippi, and parts of Virginia, have for several months
been refreshed with the rain of righteousness. Both western and eastern
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Connecticut, in different parts are
now rajoicing in the rising tide of righteousness and peace. O shall not
the universal, persevering cry come up before the Throne from every side :
* O Lord, we Beseech THEE, send now prosperity! Will not THOU revive
us again that thy people may rejoice in thee ?

Our ForrieN INTELLIGENCE, as intimated in our last, is of an auspi-
cious character. Not only have the churches rest, and walking in the fear
of the Lord, are edified, increased, and encouraged to attempt more
enlarged and vigorous enterprises for the extension of Messiah’s reign, but
God also seems wonderfully turning the hearts of nations and the rulers
to peace. Some clouds of dark and ominous import that lately lowered
in the horizon, are already melting away. If those who have and obey
the Gospel will only be faithful to their vows, and frequent in their
prayers, the embroilment of the two most enlightened and Protestant
nations will be impossible. :

The death of the Rev. Wm. Knibb, on the other hand,—cut off suddenly
by the yellow fever in the midst of his useful labors in Jamaica, West
Indies, is an event calculated to fill the heart with sadness. Were it not
for the hope of soon giving in our pages a complete, condensed biography
of this man—certainly one of the most remarkable and efficient since the

" days of the Apostles—we would make room for the full account which has
reached us by an early letter, written in the midst of the grief which his
removal has caused. He finished his course in peace, Nov. 15th, 1845,
after having for fifteen years performed an amount of missionary labor for
the degraded, almost superhuman. Well might the throng gathered at his
funeral sing,

“ Bervant of God, well done,
Rest from thy loved employ;
The battle fought, the victory won,
Enter thy master's joy.”
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MISCELLANEOTUS.

¢ THINK GENTLY OF THE ERRING.”

Think gently of the erring :
Ye know not of the power
With which the dark temptation came ;—
In some unguarded hour.
Ye may not know how earnestly
He struggled, and how well,
Until the hour of weakness came,
And sadly thus he fell.

Think gently of the erring:
Oh, do not thou forget,
Although so darkly stained with crime,
He is thy brother yot—
Heir of the self-same heritage,
Child of the self-same God,
He has but stumbled in the path
Thou hast in weakness trod.

Think gently of the erring :
Oh, is it not enough,

That innocence and truth hath gone—
‘Without thy censure rough !

It sure must be a weary lot
That sin-crushed heart to bear,

And they who share a kindlier fate,
Their chiding well may spare.

Think gently of the erring—
Thou yet may’st bring him back,
By gentle tones of heart-felt love,
From misery’s thorny track ;—
Forget not thou hast often sinned,
And sinful yet will be:
Deal gently with the erring one,
As God hath dealt with thee.
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THE PLOUGHMAN’S OPINION, OR THE DIFFICULTY OF SELF-DENIAL.

In the parish where Mr. Hervey preached, when he was of Arminian
sentiments, there resided a ploughman, who usually attended the ministry
of the late Dr. Doddridge. Mr. Hervey being advised by his physician, for
the benefit of his health, to follow the plough, in order to smell the fresh
earth, frequently accompanied the ploughman in his rural avocation. One
morning the following conversation passed :

¢ My friend, T understand you can speak the langnage of Canaan.”

¢ A little, sir.” !

¢ Then I will propose you a question: What do you think is the hardest
thing in religion? )

“I am a poor illiterate man, and you, sir, are a minister : I beg leave
to return the question.”

¢ Then I conceive the hardest thing in religion is to renounce sinful

ﬂc&h-"

«I do not think so, sir.”

¢ Then will you give me your opinion ?”

“ Why, sir, the hardest thing in religion is to deny righteous self. You
know I do not come to hear you preach, but go every Sabbath with my
family to Northampton to hear Dr. Doddridze. We rise early in the
morning, and have prayer before we set out, in which I find pleasure ;
walking there and back I find pleasure ;—under the sermon I find plea-
sure; when at the Lord’s table, I find pleasure ;—we read a portion of
the Seripture, and go to prayer in the evening, in which I find pleasure ;
but to this momen& find it the hardest thing to deny righteous self.”

The simgle recital of the poor man sd affected Mr. Hervey, that it

roved f:i b ;ssing to his soul, and the ploughman henceforth became his
osom friend.

A QUEER CANDIDATE FOR THE MINISTRY.

A very unsuitable candidate went to old Mr. Jenkins to consult him
about his ca} to the ministry—Mr. J. said to him that “a ‘call to the
ministry could only come from three sources, either from Ged, from man,
or from the devil—yours” added he, “cannot come from God, for you
really have no gifts : It camnot come from man, for nobody likes to hear
you; and it cannot come from the devil, because you have not wisdom to
carry on his designs. . ,

O that the staunch integrity of the excellent man who gave this advice
could supersede that policy, which, to flatter individuals, institutions and
churches, will trifle with the interests of souls.

THE MINISTRY OF GOD'S WORD, APPEARING TO BE THE FINGER OF GOD.
' From an old Author.

“Thus one Moses shall give precepts to five hundred thousand men
able to besr arms. One Peter convert three thousand at a sermon.
One minister full of weakness, affect a great congregation, erect, depress,
with either threats or promises. Thus a dozen weak apostles once passed
through legions of soﬁliers, prohibition of law, menaces of adversaries,
oppositions of flesh, pride, religion, Satan, into the tourts of kings and
overcame them with the Gospel. What shall we say? We admire the
conquest of Alexander that with forty thousand men, subdued all Asia.
If his army had been greater, his glory had been less, if he had achieved
it withfewer we would have doubted his honor; but if with twelve,
deified him! Jesus Christ hath, and daily doth make private conquests,
with fewer soldiers, without military engines. Yet who apprehends the
immenseness of his power, or admires the depth of his wisdom ?
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TO SELL

THE PORTRAIT OF JUDSON

We are happy to announce to our readers, that we have nearly
ready, the PorTrarr of this beloved Missionary, with the TasLE on . -
which he translated the Bible into Burmese. It is a splendid Litho-
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14 inches, sultable for framing. The priceis25cts. single, or $12.50
by the hundred. , '
' Jor~ R. Bicerow & Co.,

Neo. 4 Spruce Street.

[y

N.B. All who subscribe for the Memorial for 1846, and pay in
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gratis, sub]ect to their order.

P. S. We would say that we have been unavoidably delayed a
short time in getting out the Portrait of Judson. But we can assure
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[For the Memorial.]
"ETCHINGS OF THE ORIGINAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

Mr. Memorial,—1 was equally interested with your Cor-
respondent ‘BeTa,” in another part of the leading article in your
January number. In the last paragraph but one of that article,
the intimation is very distinctly and emphatically stated, that if
we were willing to adhere rigidly to the apostolic example, in
séeking and promoting REVIVALS OF RELIGION, our joy in their
results would be more pure and permanent. This is my own
conviction ; and I rejoiced not a litile to see it strongly asserted
in your widely circulated pages. 1n connexion with some few
choice friends, who regard this subject in the same favorable
light, T have determined to seek admission for a few outline
sketches of the methods employed for promoting a revival in the
original Christian Church at Jerusalem.

While the public taste so constantly craves illustrations, pic-
tures, lithographs, &c., it surely will not be thought inappropriate
to attempt some life-like sketches of so noble a subject, drawn not
upon the artist’s stone, but upon the living tables of the heart.

"he Book of Acts, especially its earlier chapters, furnishes a
faithful and deeply interesting delineation of the original Chris-
tian Church. Divine ‘wisdom, fully comprehending the impor-
tant results which this delineation would exert in all coming
lime, here put the pencil into a master’s hand. Under the guidance
of the unerring Spirit, the grand features of primitive Christianity -
have been developed in these chapters, just as they were, that we
may all behold, admire, and imitate them. .

"Ti does not require an over-lively imagination, to educe from
this brief history what may not inappropriately be called a gal-
lery of family portraits ; where as in the sketchings by a master
hand, some domestic circle are grouped together, and exhibited
in their several every-day pursuits and enjoyments. In this light
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let us look at several of the scenes and acts, which portray with
such striking felicity the positions and employments of this origi-
nal germ of the Chrigiian family. The first of the series may be
denominated, )

THE PRAYER-MEETING.

“ These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplica-
tion, . . . . the women, . . . . and brethren. (The number of
names together were about an hundred and twenty).” Luke’s
Second Treatise to Theophilus, 1st chapter.

Here you have the outlines of the picture, and but little streich
of tancy is requisite 1o give life and character to this embodiment.
The view, certainly, is a most impressive one. And to make the
study of it more practical, it should not be overlooked, that
though there be much in the situation and conduct of this primi-
tive Church altogether peculiar, yet we seem 1o have them here,
and now upon common ground. There is nothing which they
are here represented as having felt and done, which we are not
equally bound to feel and 10 do. The union, the prayerfulness,
and the perseverance of the first Christian Church, are distinclly
proposed as a model for 1ilie imitation of all churches that desire
a genuine revival of religion. Each of these features wiil hear
to be “ brought out,” as a.painter would say, and made the sub-
ject of adistinct study, with reference to individual obligation, and
social advantages.

1. They were “of one accord.” This presents a forcible
image of their tN1oN.  Some of the old writers describe a true
fricndship, as “ one heart, in two bodies.” So the union of the
early Christians is graphically delineated as consisting in union of
heart.  In their intellectual powers and acquisitions, there may .
have been a wide dissimilarity ; in their spheres of secular enter-
prize and toil, they may have been as much diversified as before ;
but in their religious affections, interests, duties, one heart ani-
mated them. Some modern innovators would undertake the
impracticable task (as useless as impossible) of stamping the
same external image on all thai bear the Christian name. How
much better, like the original, to bring hearts into unison !

Just notice what there was to prevent, and what to produce
this union. Some obstacles 1o union might then be fonnd, which
are common to all churches. The remains of pride, of self will,
of prejudice. may have lingered there, and wherever found, they
are seminal principles of discord. Other obstacles peculiar to
that church in its then existing relations, may readily be sug-
gested. Such as grew ont of past differences, and the part
which each one had acted, in all those scenes of amazing interest
and awe, through which they had just passed together. They
might have reverted 1o the solicitude for personal pre-eminence,
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evinced by the sons of Zebedee ; or the boastful self-confidence,
the rash zeal, the craven fear and profane denial of Peter ; or the
neglect and unbelief of Thomas. Now, how easy it would have
been, when all came together,—if the peering gaze of retrospec-
tion had set each one to hunting up and dragging forth the faults
of his associates,—to have mafe tﬁe meeting a wretchedly pain-
ful one to their mutual experience. If they%xad either looked or
. spoken daggers at each other, how certain that words or looks of
bitter recrimination, would have marred their peace, and spoiled
the accord of the scene. The recent removal of their common
Head and Leader, might have been made the occasion for each
one to set up his own will, and insist on having his own way.
To all whicE is to be added the fact that they had no precedent
for their future proceedings ;—left in the wide sea of experiment
without any clearly defined chart for their future progress.

From this catalogue of impediments and hindrances, it is
grateful to turn to the means within their reach of producing this
union—means of which they seem to have availed themselves
most successfully. They could scarce fail to feel themselves
engaged in a common cause, exposed to, and environed by
appalling dangers, from whose external pressure they would
naturally be forced into closer cohesion. They would also
remember the frequent counsels, and the fervent prayers of Christ
for their union ; these, hallowed and enforced by his recent
blessing pronounced on them all just before he was finally parted
from them at his ascension, could scarce fail to exert a uniting
and cementing power. They had also the influence of holy love
wrought in them, and perpetuated by that Holy Spirit which in
ampler measure they received, when Jesus breathed on them,
after his resurrection.

With these outline hints in reference to the union of that
primitive church, I can scarce persuade myself to pass to the
next point, without soliciting of the reader, to pause and inquire
whether the church to which he individually belongs, has this
union, this oneness of accord? Have you a clear conception of
what it is; how much it implies, and requires? Have you an
intense desire for it? Have you considered what there is in your
individual case, that is likely to hinder it; and have you a full
determination, as far as possible, to remove the obstacles, or
diminish their influence ? In fine, do you look with self-distrust,
and humble dependence, to the HolySpirit’s sanctifying influ-
ences to keep you united ? .

2. Their prayerfulness was as exemplary as their union; or
rather, it may be said, it was the direct resalt of it. They were
united, not in some scheme of self-aggrandizement ; notinchoosing
a pastor, or building a meeting-house merely, but in prayer and
supplication. Some, who pervert the word of God, would have
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found an excuse for the neglect of prayer in the absolute promise
of blessings to be poured upon them *‘not many days hence.”
Such stoical disciples would fold their hands in composed indif-
ference, and “‘wait God’s time” in prayerlessness. These, on
the contrary, seem to have felt their hearts inflamed by the pro-
mise. Like children who have right to expect some much desired
present on their parents’ return, they will look out for their
coming. The very promise seems to have kindled in the breasts
of these disciples, an intense desire for its fulfilment which found
its appropriate expression in supplication. So the example of
their Divine Master, who had prayed 20 much with them and for
them, would, now that he was taken away, impel them to pray.
Their desire for the divine glory, to be conspicuously manifested
before the men of that untoward generation, converting many of
them to see the true design and blessed effecis of the doctrines
of the cross and of the resurrection. would lead them 1o pray.
Love for perishing souls, heightened by their own sweet pcace
in believing, would also lead them to pray. So would the
desire to be useful as instruments of spreading the gospel, which,
without a prayerful spirit, none ever were. Again, let me ask,
how far have these or similar mouves influenced yon ?

‘3. Perseverance was no less strikingly illusirated in them.
In this union and prayerfulness *“these all continued.” How much
is often lost by individuals and churches, merely for the want of
perseverance. Under some special emergency they receive an
impulse which promises great good. At the beginning of the
year, or under some rousing discourse, or by the quickening
power of some judgment or mercy from on high, they set out
with an alacrity which is most cheering; but, alas! how often
are they seen halting soon, and miserably frustrating the hopes
which their early career awakened.

The indispensableness of perseverance in the things named,
must be obvious from their very nature. Union, unless perse-
vered in, becomes either coldness, or alienation, or conten-
lion ; it is annihilated. So prayerfuluess not persevered in,
becomes prayerless disregard of God. The requisite influence
of each of these, on ourselves and on those around us, shows
that perseverance in them is indispensable. So does the immu-
tability of the divine nature and requirements.

All this, constantly borne in remewmbrance, will greatly assist
in preserving that regular perseverance which the first church-
wanifested. But we must also have much of the Holy Spirit
given to them to “abide in us,” that we may “ continue.” Faith,
too, must keep our eyes open to God's word and God’s provi-
dence, to things without and things within. Union will help to
fervency in prayer, and prayer to cordiality in union ; and bothby
their reflex influence, will powerfully conduce to perseverance in
all that becomes the Christian name and character.



1846.] FIRST BAPTIS? CRURCH, NEW YORK CITY. 69

Now, since we clearly see how this earliest Christian Church
conducted in view of the promised effusion of the Spirit,—the
whole church being with one accord in one place, in earnest, per-
severing prayer,—what hinders that we should not profit by and
closely imitate this conspicuous example ? What excuse have
any of us, which would not have availed for them, more abun-
dantly? Why should any one, in tolerable health, seek to be
excused from so plain, so easy, so important a duty ? Can they
wish their own souls, or those of their families and friends,
exempted from the blessing? O, it cannot be. Let them not,
then, excuse themselves from walking in the road that leads to it.

AvrprRA.

HISTORY OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, N. Y. CITY.
[Conclusion of Dr. Cone’s Centennial Sermon.]

After the departure of brother Gano, the pulpit was supplied
by different ministers. Among these was Benjamin Foster, D.D.,
of Newport, R. I., with whose preaching, deportment, and char-
acter, the church was so much pleased, that after due delibera-
tion and prayer, they called him to take the oversight of the flock
as Pastor. This call he accepted, and removed to the city with
his family, September 26th, 1788 ; but having been innoculated
with the small-pox, he was prevented from entering upon the
duties of his office until the 2d of December following. His
ministry was very soon interwpted by the complaints of several
members, who charged him with preaching what was called
New Divinity ; the fundamental error of which was understood
to be, an indefinite atonement ; and this led to an unscriptural
* exhibition of the doctrine of imputation.” The charge, how-
ever, was not sustained by the church, and from such of his
wrilings as are extant, as well as from the high estimation in
which he was held by the sound divines of his day, it appears not
to have been well founded. But the fire of contention burned
more and more fiercely, until January 27th, 1789, when eight
males and five females were excluded, ¢ for their self-sufficiency,
their scandalous treatment of the character of their minister, and
their turning their backs upon the church in a contemptuous
manner.” These excluded persons were received into the fellow-
ship of the Second Church; and this being coutrary to our disci-
pline, all intercourse between the two churches was suspended.
The Second Church sent no messenger to the Philadelphia Asso-
ciation that year, but in October, 1790, they attempted to justify
their cousse, in their annual letter to that venerable Body then in
session in this city, by “charging the First Church with having
departed from the truth, both in Faith and Discipline.” The
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Association appointed a Committee of eight, of which Dr.
Samuel Jones, of Pennsylvania; was Chairman, and Dr. Man-
ning, President of Brown University, R. I., was a member, for
the purpose of reconciling the churches, ““and preventing, if pos-
sible, all further disputes and animosities,” The Committee
promptly attended to the duty assigned them, and finally submit-
ted the following propositions : :

1. That the Second Church do cordially withdraw its charge
against the First Church and its Pastor,

2. That the First Church will henceforward consider those
members lately received by the Second Church from the First,
as in good and regular standing.

3. That the members in each Church, in regular standing,
shall enjoy occasional communion if required, in either Church;
and shall have the privilege of reciprocal dismissions, if requested
by any. :

y4. That both parties do freely, fully, and cordially promise
not to use any expressions, or other unkind treatment towards
each other ;—and that a failure herein shall be matter of disci-
line.
P 5. That each Church shall enter the above in their church
records, and transmit authenticated copies of their doings recipro-
cally to each other.

“At the regular church meeting, November 2d, 1790, these
%roposilions were agreed to, and Dr. Foster and Deacon John

edient were appointed a Committee to wait upon the Second
Church with a copy of their doings. At this time, the First
Church nuinbered 192 members; the Second Church, 832: but
although they were'now in fellowship with each other, and Chris-
tian intercourse between the Churches was restored, the indi-
viduals who had left the First Church were as much dissatified in
the Second Church, without a Pastor, as they had previously
been with the ministry of Dr. Foster. A division of the little
flock soon followed, both parties claiming the title of The Second
Baptist Church of New York. After much contention, they
agreed finally to relinquish the name entirely; the Second
Church taking the tille of the Bethel Church ; the other branch -
being called the Fayett: Street Church; the former dating its
Constitution 1770, the latter 1791. A

On the 19th October, 1791, The New York Baptist Associa-
tion was organized. They assembled in the meeting-house of -
the First Church ; Dr. Foster preached the introductory sermon
from Dan. 12: 4—Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge
shall be increased, Elkanah Holmes was chosen Moderator, and
Benjamin Foster, Clerk. The Articles of Faith adopted by the
Body were in perfect accordance with those held by this Church
from the beginning even until now. The Fayette Street, now
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Oliver Street Church, was received into the New York Associa-
tion, May 23d, 1805, ““‘the Committee appointed to examine their
standing and order,” having reported favorably. = John Williams,
Pastor, and Deacons John Withington, Jacob Smith, John Cauld-
well, and Francis Wayland, were received as the messengers of
the Church. - It had been greatly prospered under the ministry of
brother Williams, and that year numbered 164 members.

The First Church continued to grow, and having dismissed, at
different times, some thirty or forty restless and dissatisfied mem-
bers, enjoyed a large share of peace and prosperity. Dr. Foster
was much respected in the city, as a scholar, a preacher, and an
exemplary Christian. In the mysterious providence of God, he
was, however, suddenly cut off by yellow fever, on Lord’s day
morning, August 26th, 1798, in the 48th year of his age ; having
been Pastor of the Church nearly ten years.

The pulpit was again occupied by such oceasional supplies as
could be procured, until the 14th of Oetober, 1800, when Rev.
William Collier, of Boston, who had previously preached for the
Church some months, commenced his pastoral labors in accord-
ance with their call. Soon after his setilement, the Church and
congregation resolved to pull down the old meeting-house and
erect a more commodious and substantial one in its place. The
old house was removed in March, 1801, and a stone edifice, 65
feet by 80, at a cost of about $25,000, was opened for public
worship on Lord’s day, Ma{)&l, 1802. The sermon upon the
occasion was preached by Dr. Stephen Gano, of Providence,
from Exodus 20: 24—1In all pluces where I record my name, I
will come unto thee, and I will bless thee. In two or three years
brother Collier found his strength unequal to the duties of his
station, and the Church called brother Jeremiah Chaplin, of
Danvers, Massachusetts, as a co-pastor. He arrived in New
York, January 10th, 1804 ; but brother Collier had previously
received and accepted a call from the Charlestown Baptist
Church : he 1arried, however, until Lord’s day, April 8th, 1804,
when he preached his farewell sermon from Acts 20: 32—And
now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his

race.

The New York Association met with the First Church, in
Gold Street, May 23d, 1804, and afier the introductory sermon,
the usual business was postponed, to give an opportunity for the
Ordination of brother Jeremiah Chaplin, in compliance with the
request of that Church. ' .

Dr. Thomas Baldwin, of Boston, preached the ordination ser-
mon from Dan. 12 : 8—T%ey that turn many to righteousness,
shall be as the stars for ever and ever. Dr. Samuel Jones, of
Pennsylvania, delivered an address from 1 Tim. 5: 22, Lay hands
suddenly on no man, and offered the ordaining prayer. Dr. Ste-
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hen Gano, of Providence, gave the charge ; brother John Wil-
iams, of New York, the right hand of fellowship, and brother
William Van Horne, of Scoich Plains, New Jersey, made the
concluding prayer. -

The Church pressed brother Chaplin to become theif Pastor.
He had naturally a strong mind ; had been favored with a liberal
education ; his Christian character was unblemished ; and his
manners were conciliatory and unaffected. All this gave promise
of a life of ministerial usefulness; but the anticipation of the
great responsibilities of the pastoral office in the First Church,
and in this large city, depressed his mind so much, that he wrote
to the Church, declining their call; and soon after left the city
abruptly, and returned to Massachuseits. He lived, however, to
prove that the Church had not formed too high an estimate either
of his piety or of his talents g :
~ On the 6th of November, 1804, the Church, after much prayer-
ful deliberation, agreed to send for Rev. William Parkinson, of
Fredericktown, Maryland, to spend a few months with them,
with a view to setlement as Pastor, should it appear to be desi--
rable and proper. Ashe had preached for them several times in
1802, they were somewhat acqainied with his ministerial gifts,
and were not ignorant of his views of doctrine. He complied
with the invitation of the Church, and arrived in the city on the
20th of December. Having preached six weeks, a call to take
the pastoral charge of them was presented, February 8th, 1805 :
this call he accepted on the 14th of Apri! following.

Brother Parkinson’s preaching attracted large congregations,
- and the word of truth was owned and blessed of God to the con-
version and cdification of many precious souls. At the meeting
of the New York Association,in May, 1805, the Church reported
253 members; in 1809, they numbered 564. For four or five'
years a time of refreshing was experienced from the presence of
the Lord, and the baptismal waters were visited almost cvery
month during that most interesting and prosperous period. The
encmy, however, had been busily engaged in sowing tares, and
cases of discipline, exclusions, frequent Church meetings to try
delinquents, and strenuous cflorts 10 heal breaches and reconcile-
differences, were the result. .

On the 261h of March, 1811, brethren Greenleaf S. Webb, and
Jacob H. Brouner, with twenty-four other brethren and sisters,
obtained letters of dismission, and united togetber as an inde-

endent body, under the name of the Zoar- Baptist Church.
hey hired a place of worship in Rose Street, and the Pastor
of the First Church preached upon the occasion of their public
recognition. 'They continued together, however, only about one
year, and then dissolved, taking their letters and uniting with
" -r Baptist Churches as they severally pleased.
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The troubles in the Church cansed many to leave her, and to
seek peace and Christian fellowship elsewhere. These troubles
arose ‘principally, at this time, from the accusations brought
against the Pastor; but into the merits of the case, it is nei-
ther the duty nor the province of the speaker to enter on the
present occasion. Some future historian may choose to investi-
gate the subject; it is sufficient now to say, that the Church
insisted upon the right of disciplining her own members,
although four sister churches had declared in their letters to the
Association, “their non-fellowship with the First Church, on
accourt of their proceedings relative 1o their Pastor.” The fol-
lowing letter was addressed to the New York Association, and is
recorded in their Minutes of May 21st, 1812, expressing their
views of Church Independence, and their reasons for not sub-
mitting the case of discipline in question, to the investigation and
decision of that Body : -

“ Dear Brethren,—It is well understood by you, that it has been the
current opinion of all churches, and of all associations of churches, of our
denomination, that every gospel church, regularly constituted, is a society
having full power from Christ, the only Lord and Law-giver in Zion, to
execute every branch of church discipline; consequently to judge of all
charges brought against any of its members; and to choose, continue and
dismiss its own pastor at pleasure : and therefore that, although a church
may, if so disposed, ask advice of elders, of sister churches, or of an asso-
ciation of churches, yet that such advice, when given, is by no means
binding on the church who asked it, and that it would be gross usurpation
for any other body of men whatever, especially unsolicited, to claim the
right of judging decisively for a church, in matters either of faith or prac-
tice. '

“Now, upon this principle, a principle heretofore universally admitted in
all our churches and associations, and which we believe to be supported by
the Holy Scriptures, we, as a church, have acted in all our proceedings
relative to our pastor. Confident of possessing this power, we acted
accordingly, when we first called him, and agreed on the pecuniary support
we would afford him: we consulted no sister church, nor did any sister
church presume to dictate; and feeling independent of every tribunal on
earth, we felt conscious of possessing the same rightto act, when it became
necessary for us to investigate and decide on charges brought against his
moral character. Accordingly, from a sense of duty to the person accused,
and to ourselves, as common sharers in the reproach; but especially from
a congern for the suffering cause of Christ, and from an abhorrence of the
crimes alleged, and a determination not to give them any countenance
among us, we proceeded to inquire after, and to examine into the several
charges rumored, with all convenient speed, and with all possible serutiny.
In doing this, we took all those measures, which to us appeared the most
likely to make a discovery of truth in every instance. Having gained all the
information we could, by individuals, committees, &c., we then had the
consideration of each charge, in turn, before us as a church; and after
prayer and due deliberation, we decided, we trust, in the fear of the Lord,
and agreeably to the instructions of his holy word. Lo

“ Some of the charges alleged were, indeed, of ‘a most criminal and
odious nature; but we are happy and conscientious in assuring you, that



4 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, NEW YORK ci1TY. [March,

—~

we find every one of them wholly destitute of any foundation, other than
the mere testimony of the persons themselves, who brought them; and
who, in every instance, have been proved guilty of untruth and self-con-
tradiction ; alsv, of the grossest inconsistency, with respect to the persen
accused ; as it is well ¥fnown, and has been in some instances declared
under oath, by persons of unimpeached reputation, that they not only
attended his ministry, but also spake of him in the highest terms of appro-
bation, after the date of all the crimes of which they have complained.
Yea, that they have assigned their own high sense of his virtue as a reasen,
why they could not possibly believe an ill report of him by another.

¢To us, therefore, it has appeared evident, that the charges under con-
sideration originated in disappointment and malice, and we have to lament
that they have been too readily countenanced by those, of whom we had a
right to expect better things.

““ You must easily perceive, brethren, that a mass of public odium has
fallen upon us, by the names of certain persons, of reputable standing in
society, being mentioned, far and near, as having decided against us; and
we are free to declare, that, had those persons stated to us, that they were
witnesses of any crimjnal conduct in our pastor, we should have been
bound to believe them: but, on the contrary, they make no such preten-
sions; all they rely on is the testimony of persons, whose conduct and cha-
‘racter have rendered it impossible for us to believe. This explanation we
have given, not as requesting.you, by a council or otherwise, to judge of
the case between us and our pastor; for of this we have ourselves judged
already, and believe that we are the only body on earth possessing a right
to do so, but merely for your information.

“Dear brethren! We beg leave, in conclusion, to submit to your serious
reflection, the following particulars:

¢ 1st. Must not any one of you admit that we, as a church, have stronger

_ reasons for examining into the charges against our pastor, than any other

church or individual can possibly have, as we have been, and still are in
the constant habit of receiving the word and ordinances of Christ, admin-
istered by him ? )

«2d. Have we not had a much better opportunity of acquaintance with
the person complained of, than any other church represented in your body ?
and have we not had opportunity of access to all the sources of informa-
tion to which those who complain of us can have had access?

“3d. Are brethren prepared to say, that we, as a charch, are not as
capable of inquiring into, and judging of our own matters, and so of the
matter immediately in question, as churches are in commeon ?

¢“4th. Can it be presumed that a church, consisting of between four and
five hundred memgers, and many of these of long standing, in church
relation, should all agree to wink at, or cover crimes in any one member,
such as those alleged against our pastor, who is one of us? For, admit-
ting that there may remain some among us (as perhaps there are in all
churches) whose integrity could not be altogether relied on ; yet. can any
one conscientiously say, can any one seriously believe, that there are no
persons of integrity among us? Not even one honest person, who would
reveal such a plot to conceal vice? Or are you ready to declare, that the
few, who within sixteen months past have been either dismissed or put
away from us, were the only persons of all the chureh, who, at the com-
mencement of our troubles, or ever since, have had either discernment
enough to discover, or honesty enough te speak the truth ?

“Finally, brethren, suppose that we, as a church, had decided against our
pastor; suppose we had not only discarded him, as a preacher, but also
excluded him as a professor; would it have occurred to sister churches
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that we were bound first to have consulted them? Or, suppese they had
been of opinion that we had done wrong, and had com lainetrgo ou of our
conduct; what would have been your answer? Would you not have said,
the church have a right to decide the matter for themselves ?

*With these observations we close our remarks, submitting them to the
eandid and impartial consideration of all who love the peace and happi-
ness of Zion.

“Read and approved in Church

Meceting, May 19, 1812. 2
‘ #R. Graves, Church Clerk.”

The question was decided by a vote of the Churches; fifieen
sustaining the views of the First Church, and six against them :
“ Whereupon the following Churches, viz., Fayette Street, Mul-
berry Sireet, Poughkeepsie, and Mount Pleasant, being dissatis-
fied therewith, requested their dismission, which on motion was

‘granted.” These four Churches met, by their delegates, in
Poughkeepsie, November 21st, 1815, and formed The Hudsom
giver Association ; now the largest Baptist Association in the

tate. . :

Afier various seasons of prosperity and adversity, of joy and
sorrow, brother Parkinson resigned his pastoral charge, August
11th, 1840, having held it more than 35 years. Between scventy
and eighty members took letters of dismission,within a few months
after, and most of them united in the constitution of the Bethesda
Baptist Church, choosing- brother Parkinson for their Pastor.
His health, however, soon entirely failed, and for more than
three years he has been laid aside from the work of the ministry.
The Bethesda Church was publicly recognized, February 28th,
1841 : sermon by S. H. Cone, from Proverbs 23: 23—Buy the
truth, and sell it not. Brother Charles J. Hopkins is their pre-
sent pastor. 7

The First Church was now greatly reduced in numbers,
having but about' 200  members residing in the <city; their debt
had been increasing for years, and the sale of their property
would do little more than liquidate it ; their meeting house was
ineligibly situated, and the congregation had moved away from
it ; and whether it would be better to struggle on and endeavor

“to maintain their visibility, or not, became a grave and perplexing
question. Occasional supplies were obtained for the pulpit ; for
several months brother Benjamin M. Hill, Corresponding Secre-
tary of the American Baptist Home Missionary Society, preached
for them statedly ; and the Church resorted to prayer—frequent,
fervent, and importunate prayer—for the divine guidance and
blessing. Those who were present at these special prayer
meetings, still speak of them as among the most precious seasons
vouchsafed to them on earth. o .

Dr. Cone remarked, that at this period he had announced his
intention of resigning his charge of Oliver Sireet Church, at the
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end of two, four, or six months, as the Church might prefer;
‘expecting to remove from the city. He was not aware of what
had been passing in the First Church, nor had the thought of
hecoming their pastor ever crossed his mind. Dr. Thomas T.
-Devan, an intimate friend, now called and spread before himn the
situation of the First Church; their embarrassments, and their
determination to make a mighty eflort 10 sustain themselves ; he
stated, furthermore, that they could not unite in a call to any
other minister, as far as he could see. Similar conversations
were held with the Pulpit Committee, and-other influential mem-
bers of the Church, and resulted in his consenting to entertain a
call to the pastoral charge of the First Church, on condition
““ that the call shoull be unanimous ; ihat be should be expected
o preach but twice on the Lord’s day—morning and afiernoon ;
and that the Church should erect such a building on their Broome
Street lots as would accommodate our Bible and Missionary
Societies, at a ' merely nominal rent ; besides suitable accommo-
dations for the Church and congregation.”  These conditions the
Church cordially approved, and their call was dated March 29th,
1841. Afier a month’s deliberation and prayer—the hand of the
Lord appearing evidently to be in this thing—the call was
accepted, and the present Pastor assumed the arduous duties and
responsibilities of his station, July 1st, 1841: having preached
in the Oliver Street Church eighteen years and two months. |

The building we now occupy, was opened for public worship,
February 20th, 1842;—sermon by the Pastor, from Psalm
20: 5—In the name of our God we will set up our banners,
The entire edifice measures 75 feet wide, by 110 on the East
side, 87 on Broome Street, and 90 on Elizabeth Street ;—the
auditory is nearly 75 feet square ; the remainder of the building,
fronting on Broome Street, is occupied by the American and
Foreign Bible Society and the American Baptist Home Mission
Society, at an annual rent of one dollar each per annum. The
‘whole cost of lots and house, including interest paid before the
house was finished, and the expense of a law snit since to defend
our title, falls but little short of seventy-five thousand dollars.
Within a few days, the lots on Gold Street have been sold for
thirty-three thousand dollars, so that on the 1st of May next our
debt will be reduced considerably below twenty thousand dol-
lars; and the burying ground, consisting of seven lots on Hous-
ton Street, will be unincumbered. The Lord hath done great
things for us, whereof we are glad.

‘What hath God wrought! did Israel say
When Jordan rolled its tide away ?

What bath God wrought! this Church should say,
8Since God hath rolled her debt away.

For four years past the Church has enjoyed uninterrupted
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prosperity ; the atiendance npon the mimstry of the word is
uniformly large ; the number of members reported to the Asso-
ciation, May 27th, 1845, was 5=6; ihe largest number of which
she was ever composed, and they are bappily united in docirine,
in brotherly kindness, and in benevolem effori—and according to
this time, with grateful hearts we would say—Waat HaTH Gob
wrovenr!

From this imperfect skeich, we make the following closing

remarks :
1. This may with propriety be called the Centennial Anni-
versary of the First Church, since the brethren and sisters who
worshipped in brother Dodge’s house, in 1745, supported the
cause, obtained preaching, had the ordinances of the gospel
administered, and received converts into their fellowship by bap-
tisn, before the Scotch Plains Church was constituted. ‘They
also purchased ground, erected a meeting house, called a Pastor,
&c., as an independent body.

2. For one handred years this body has met all the pecuniary
charges attendant upon their organization, without ever sending
their Pastors to solicit aid from other Churches.

3. Ii appears, from the records, that the Church has never
received an excommunicoted member from a sister Church, in a
single instance ; and extraordinary circumstances alone an ever
justify a departure from this course.

4. She has uniformmly and steadfastly maintained from the
beginning, the doctrine of Church Independence—a doctrine
dear to the hearts of American Baptists.

5. This Church has * earnestly contended for the faith once
delivered to the saints,” and in the warm attachment of the mem-
bers to the glorious doctrines of sovereign and all-conquering
grace must be ascribed, under God, the continuance of her visi-
bility until.the present day. To the truths contained in her Con-
fession of Faith she still inviolably adheres. S

6. From this Church have sprung the Second, or Bethel,
Zoar, Abyssinian, Peekskill, North, Stamford, and Bethesda
Churches; besides several others principally formed out of
members who had belonged to her. Ministers sent out by her
were, Thomas Ustick, Ebenezer Ferris, Isaac Skillman, Stephen
Gano, Thomas Montayne, Cornelius P. Wyckoff, James Bruce,
John Seger, Simeon J. Drake, William Rollinson, Henry C.
Fish ; and Thomas T. Devan, missionary in Canton, China.

7. A large portion of the heart-rending trials of the Church,
especially in the former part of her history, arose from evil-
speaking, backbiting, and the unblushing violation of the Saviour’s
command, Mauhew 18: 15—17, If thy brother affend, &c.
*“Behold how great a matter, a little fire kindleth; and the
tongue is a fire—a world of iniquity !” '
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Finally, in looking back upon all the way in which the Lerd
our God hath led us, we acknowledge heartily that to Him
belongeth all the grace and all the glory—but to us, *confusion
of faces, as at this day.” May the Lord preserve this Church
from all the evils which have been connected with the history of
the past ; may he enable her 1aembers to cling to the cross of
Christ, and exemplify in their whole deportment the sanctifying
influence of the DocTRINES oF GRrACE ; may he greally increase
their zeal in promoting the interests of Messiah’s kingdom
throughout the earth ; and may their unchanging motto be—
According to this time it shall be said—WnaT HATH GoOD
wRoUGHT ! Amen and Amen'! '

[For the Memorial.]
CHINA.
To TaE Ep1TORS :

Dear Brethren,—It gives me much pleasure to acknowledge
the receipt of your beautiful, and, I presume, useful Memorial.
Numbers have frequently been received, and the February Num-
ber for 1845 is now before me, for all of which please accept my
many thanks. There is but litile I can do for you in return for
your kind remembrance; but as the widow’s two mites were
acceptable, I will give you a brief account, as recorded on the
church book, of Chun, my first Chinese disciple, which has never
yet been published. ‘

CHON

Died on the 6th of April, 1845. On profession of his faith in
Jesus, he was baptized on the 12th of June, 1842, being two
years, nine months, and twenty-four days previous to his death.
Chun was a rare man; a miracle of grace ; was raised by the
grace and gospel of Jesus, from being a beggar in the lowest
degree to become a Christian, to learn to read the Scriptures in
his own language, and to preach the gospel faithfully to his own
countrymen. Although upwards of sixty years of age, he generally
read without spectacles.

A few hours before he died, I asked him if he would like to
take the sacrament, ta which he replied in the affirmative. I
administered the Lord’s supper to him. And when I gave him
the bread, he commenced quite a strain of either prayer or praise,
speaking of Jesus most affectionately, the atonement, the for-
giveness of sins, &c., all the time he was eating the bread, in a
very gratifying manner, and that too of his own accord, without
any questions to excite him to do so. And then he drank the
wine, the last until he drinks it new in our Father’s kingdom
above. I prayed with him, and laid him down where he gradually
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sunk away until a few minutes before 9 o'clock P. M., when
with but liule struggle the golden bowl was broken, and his
immortal spirit took its flight, as I trust, to the bosom of Jesus.
It is just nine years to-day, since I left home in America. And
it is a pleasing thought, that, notwithsianding I have had adverse
winds and a rough sea, vet hy divine grace one precious soul
from China, I trust, has landed in the heaven of cternal rest with
Jesus. ‘
I. J. RoBerTs.
Canton, April 6th, 1845. :

[From the Baptist Missionary Magazine.]
OBITUARY—MRS. SARAH B. JUDSON.

[For the information of the reader, it may be proper to state that the
following brief and very imperfect sketch was hastily drawn up for the
gratification of the immediate relatives and private friends of the deceased.
At the suggestion of some of the friends of missions, it is now, with slight
alterations, submitted to publication, in the hope that it may be blessed to
the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom among the heathen.—a. 5.]

The subject of the following brief obituary notice, Sarah Board-
man Judson, was born at Alstead, in the State of New Hamp-
shire, November 4, 1803. She was the eldest child of Ralph
and Abiah Hall, who still survive her, and are, at present, living
in Skeneateles, in the Siate of New York. While Sarah was
but a child, her parents removed from Alstead to Danvers, and
subsequently to Salem, in the State of Massachusetts. In the
latter place she received her education, and continued to reside
until she was married to the Rev. George Dana Boardman, July
4, 1825, with whomn she embarked in the same month for the
East Indies, to join the American missionaries in Burmah.
After residing some time at Calcutta and at Maulmain, they set-
tled in Tavoy, April 1, 1828. During her residence in Calcutta
and Tavoy, she had three children, of whom one only, George
Dana Boardman, Jr., born August 18, 1828, survives her. She
lost her hushand February 11, 1831, and was married again to
Adoniram Judson, of Maulmain, April 10, 1834. . At Maulmain
she became the mother of eight children, of whom five survive
her.* After the birth of her last child, in December, 1844, she
was attacked with chronic diarrheea, from which she had suffered
much in the early part of her missionary life. When, in the
Pprogress of the disease, it became evident that nothing but a long
voyage and an entire change of climate could save her life, she
embarked, with her hushand and three elder children, for the
United States, April 26, 1845. The voyage was at first atiended

* One died lately in Maulmain.
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with encouraging results, but, finally, proved unavailing; and she
departed this life on ship board, in the port of St. Helena, Sep-
tember 1, 1845,

Like multitudes in the highly favored land of her nativity, the
subject of this notice was blessed with early religious'advantages ;
and in her youth became the subject of serious impressions.
When about sixteen years of age, during a revival of religion in
Salem, she entertained a hope, received baptism at the hands of
her pastor, the Rev. Dr. Bolles, and became a member of his
church. Her religious attainments, however, were not of a dis-
tingnished order; and though her amiable disposition and her
deep interest in missions, especially after her acquaintance with
Mr. Boardman, gave her an elevated tone of character, she sub-
sequently felt, that, at that period, she hardly deserved the name
of a sincere Christian. And it was not until she was called to
part with her eldest child, at Tavoy, in 1829, and to pass through
scenes of great danger and suffering during the Tavoy Rebel-
lion, that she was enabled to live a life of faith on the Son of God.

“ Sweet affliction, sweet afftiction,
That brings vear to Jesus’ feet.”

In regard to her missionary qualifications and labors, I may
state, that she applied herself with great assiduity to the study of
the Burmese language ; and in conversation, prayer, and writing,
acquired an uncommon degree of correctness. fluency, and
power. She was in the habit of conducting a prayer meeting of
the female members of the church every week, and also another
meeting for the study of the Scriptures. Her acquaintance with,
and attachment to the Burmese Bible, was rather extraordinary.
She professed to take more pleasure and derive more profit from
the perusal of that translation, than from the English; and to
enjoy preaching in the native chapel more than in any other.
Her translation of the Pilgrim’s Progress, Part 1st, into Burmese,
is one of the best pieces of composition which we have yet pub-
lished. Her translation of Mr. Boardman’s “Dying Father’s
Advice,” has become one of our standard tracts; and her hymns
in Burmese, about twenty in number, are, probably, the best in
onr Chapel Hymn Book,—a work which she was appointed by
the mission to edit. Beside these works, she published four
volumes of scripture questions, which are in constant use in our
Sabbath schools. ‘The last work of her life—and one which she
accomplished in the midst of overwhelming family cares, and
under the pressure of declining health—was a series of Sunday
Cards, each accompanied with a short hymn adapted to the lead-
ing subject of the card. :

Beside her acquaintance with the Burmese language, she had,
in past years, when there was no missionary in the Peguan
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department, acquired a competent knowledge of that language,
and translated, or superintended the translation of the New Tes-
tament and the principal Burmese tracts into Peguan. But when
-a missionary was appointed to that department, she transferred
a work to lum, and gladly confined herself to the Burmese.

Something also might be said with regard to her labors in the
Karen wilderness east of Tavoy, especially during the years of
her widowhood, when she ma«ﬁe toilsome journies among the
mountains, sometimes amid drenching rains, and always with
many privations; and where, notwithstanding that she was
wholly opposed to the principle of females acting the part of
ministers, she was frequently obliged to conduct worship in the
Karen assemblies.

Her bereaved husband is the more desirous of bearing this tes-
timony to her various attainments, her labors and her worth, from
the fact that her own unobtrusive and retiring disposition always
led her to seek the shade ; as well as from the fact that she was
often brought into comparison with one whose life and character
were uncommonly interesting and brilliant. The Memoir of his
first beloved wife has been long before the public. It is, there-
fore, most gratifying to his feelings to be able to say in truth, that
the subject of this notice was in every point of natural excellence,
the worthy successor of Ann H. Judson. He constantly thanks
God that he has been blest with two of the best of wives; he
deeply feels that he has not improved those rich blessings as he
ought; and it is most painful to reflect, that from the peculiar
pressure of the missionary life, he has sometimes failed to treat
those dear beings with that consideration, attention, and kindness,
which their situation in a foreign heathen land ever demanded.

But to show the forgiving and grateful disposition of the sub-
ject of this brief sketch, and somewhat to elucidate her character,

e would add that a few days before her death, he called her chil-
dren to her bedside, and said in their hearing, *“I wish, my love,
to ask: pardon for every unkind word or deed of which I have ever
been guilty. I feel that I have, in many mstances, failed of
treating you with that kindness and affection which you have
ever deserved.” “O,” said she, * you will kill me, if you talk
so. It is I that should ask pardon of you; and I only want to
get well, that I may have an opportunity of making some return
for all your kindness, and of showing you how much I love vou.”

This recollection of her dying bed, leads me tosay a few words
relative to the closing scenes of her life. Afier her prostration
at the Isle of France, where we spent three weeks, therg
remained but little expectation of her recovery. Her hope had
long been fixed on the Rock of Ages, and she had been in the
habit of contemplating death as neither distant nor undesirable.
As it drew near, she remained perfecily tranquil. No shade of
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doubt, or fear, or anxiety, ever passed over hermind. Shehad a
prevailing preference to depart and be with Christ. “Iam long-
ing to depart,” and “ what can I want besides 7" quoting the lan-
guage of a familiar hymn, were the expressions which revealed
the spiritual peace and joy of her mind; yet, at times, the
thought of her native land, to which she was approaching after
an absence of twenty years, and a longing desire to see once
more her son George, her parents, and the friends of her youth,
drew down her ascending soul, and constrained her to say, “*I
am in a strait betwixt iwo,’—let the will of God be done.”

In regard to her children, she ever manifested the most sur-
prising composure and resignation, so much so, that I was once
induced to say, * You seem to have forgotten the dear litile ones
we have left behind.” * Can a mother forget ?”——she replied,
and was unable to proceed. During her last days, she spent much
time in praying for the early conversion of her children. May
her living and her dying prayers draw down the blessing of God
on their bereaved heads.

On our passage homeward, as the strength of Mrs. J. gradually
declined, Ipexpecled to be under the painful necessity of burying
her in the sea. But it was so ordered in Divine Providence, that
when the indications of approaching death had become strongly
marked, the ship came to anchor in the port of St. Helena. For
three days she continued to sink rapidly, though her bodily suffer-
ings were not very severe. Her mind became liable to wander,
but a singlé word was sufficient to recall and steady her recollec-
tions. On the evening of the 31st of August, she appeared to
be drawing near to the end of her pilgrimage. The children took
leave of her and retired to rest. I'sat alone by the side of her
bed during the hours of the night, endeavoring to administer
relief to the distressed body, and consolation to the departing
soul. At two o'clock in the morning, wishing to obtain one more
token of recognition, I aroused her attention and said, ¢ Do you
still love the Saviour?” O yes,” she replied, “I ever love the
Lord Jesus Christ.” [ said again, “ Do you still love me ?” She
replied in the affirmative, by a peculiar expression of her own.
“Then give me one more kiss;” and we exchanged that token
of love for the last time. Another hour passed,—life continued
to recede,—and she ceased to breathe. For a moment I traced
her upward flight, and thought of the wonders which were open-
ing to her view. I then closed her sightless eyes, dressed her,
for the last time, in the drapery of death; and being quite

.exhausted with many sleepless nights, I threw myself down and

slept. On awaking in the morning, I saw the children standing
and weeping around the body of their dear mother, then, for the
first time, inattentive to their cries. In the course of the day, a
coffin was procured from the shore, in which I placed all that
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remained of her whom I had so much loved ; and after a prayer
had been offered by a dear brother minister from the town, the
Rev. Mr. Bertram, we proceeded in boats to the shore. There
we were met by the Colonial chaplain, and accompanied to the
burial ground by the adherents and friends of Mr. Bertram, and a
large concourse of the inhabitants. They had prepared the
%rave in a beautiful shady spot, contiguous to the grave of Mrs.

hater, a missionary from Ceylon, who had died in similar cir-
cumstances on her passage home. There I saw her safely depc-
sited ; and in the language of prayer, which we had often pre-
sented together at the throne of grace, I blessed God that her
body had attained the repose of the grave, and her spirit the
repose of paradise. After the funeral, the dear friends of Mr.
Bertram took me to their houses and their hearts ; and their con-
versation and prayers afforded me unexpected relief and consola-
tion. Bat I was obliged to hasten on board the ship, and we
immediately went to sea. On the following morning, no vestige
of the island was discernible in the distant horizon. For a few
days, in the solitude of my cabin, with my poor children crying
around me, I could not help abandoning myself to heart-breaking
sorrow. But the promises of the gospel came to my aid, an
faith stretched her view to the bright world of eternal life, and
anticipated a happy meeting with those beloved beings, whose
bodies are mouldering at Amherst and 8t. Helena.

. I exceedingly regret that there is no portrait of the second, as
of the first Mrs. Judson. Her soft blue eye, her mild aspect,
her lovely face and elegant form, have never been delineated on
canvass. They must soon pass away from the memory even of
her children ; butthey will remain for ever enshrined in her hue-
band’s heart.

To my friends at St. Helena I am under great obligations. I
desire to thank God for having raised up in that place a most
precious religious interest. The friends of the Redeemer rallied
around an evangelical minister immediately on his arrival ; and
within a few months, several souls were added to their number.
Those dear sympathizing Christian friends who received the bod
of the deceased from my hands as a sacred deposit, united witK
our kind captain, (John Codman, Jr., of Dorchester,) in defraying
all the expenses of the funeral, and promised to take care of the

ave, and see to the erection of the grave stones, which I am to

orward ; and on which I propose to place the following inscrip-
tion :—

Sacred to the memory of Sarah B. Judson, member of the
American Baptist Mission to Burmah ; formerly wife of the Rev.
George D. Boardman, of Tavoy, and lately, wife of the Rev.
Adoniram Judson, of Maulmain,—who died in this port, Septem-
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ber 1, 1845, on her passage to the United States, in the 42d
year of her age, and in the 21st of her missionary life.

She sleeps on this rock of the ncean,
Far awav from the home of her youth,

Far away from the land. where with heartfelt devotion,
She scattered the bright beams of truth.

CONDENSED REVIEWS.

‘Tre Dury of CHURCHES To RECOGNIZE AND APPRECIATE THEIR Pas-
TOoRS : A Sermon on Behalf of the Widow’s Fund, delivered before the New
Jersey Association, by Joun M. CarpenTER, Pastor of the Baptist
Church, Vincentown, N. J., September 1, 1845. ’

From the entreaty of the Apostle to the Thessalonians,—* to know
them which labor among you and are over you in the Lord, and admonish
you: and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake,”—
brother Carpenter takes occasion to explain and enforce what he calls the
two-fold duty inculcated in this passage—1st. Recognition ; 2d. Apprecia-
tion. We are satisfied that we cannot perform a more acceptable and
useful service for our readers, than to give them an analysis of this dis-
course, and then present, almost entire, the earnest and truthful plea which
in the closing part it furnishes, for disableJ ministers, and their destitute
widows and children.

Under the first head, the duty of recognition, the preacher shows that
churches are under obligations to recognize their pastors as the gift of
God, and as the men of their own choice. Next, the churches should
fenow that the ministry is attended with great self-sacrifice.. Of course,
the pastor should be %nown in his solicitudeand labors for the welfare of
souls ; and finally, in his severe and diversified trials. Fitly does he close
the first division of the discourse with the stanza:

'Tis not & cause of small iraport
The pastor’s care demands; ~
But what might fill an angel’s heart,

And filled a Saviour’s hands.”

. The duty of appreciation should be performed by a constant attendance
on their ministrations—by mutual and cordial co-opération. Again, * the
estimation of churches for their pastors is clearly evinced by the amount
which they contribute to their peeuniary support.” Under this head is
shown the unreasonableness and wickedness of heaping opprobrious epi-
thets on ministers, as hirelings, &c., and a searching inquiry is instituted,
“ which of the two classes have done most real service to mankind, the
ministers of state, with the military forces of our country at an aunual
expense of $13,000,000, or the ambassadors of Jesus, at one-tenth of the
same expense !’ This inquiry is followed up with an appeal to facts and
figures, which those who reproach the Christian ministry will be made
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ashamed to review. But we cannot find room for more than the closing
appeal for the widow’s fund :

« Again, the care of a church for its pastor should not always cease with
his active labors. He sometimes outlives his ability to serve the church
in the ministerial capacity. Siekness and the infirmities of age disqualify
him. Still he must have a living. Having engaged while young in the
ministry, having Eiven up every facility for providing against the day of
want, and wasted his health in this work ; shall he be left to suffer ? Shall
he and his partner in labor and trinls, be compelled to spend their remain-
ing days in a poor-howse? The farmer who regards the life of his l.east,
would not treat a worn-out horse in such a manner. The nation has
shown a higher regard for those who have served in her armies. Shall
the churches of Christ leave his servants, when they can labor no mere,
to spend their remaining days neglected and alone? We know that no
human law compels you to care for them; but the law of Christ binds
you, and the law of love binds you. You are under obligations for their
work'’s sake, to relieve their necessities, when they can no longer provide
for themselves, You should do it, because they are of the household of

-faith ; because they are public servants in the Lord’s vineyard, and you
have enjoyed the zaneﬁt of their labors.—Brethren, ~wake to the long
neglected duty of providing for the men who have worn themselves out
for your spiritual advantage. Again, the whole duty of the churches to
their pastors is not discharged when they are dead and d>cently buried.
They often leave behind widows, who have heen their companions in the
sacrifice of earthly gain, of endearing associations and comforts, and have
shared all their trials and labors, to advance the interests of Zion. Asa
consequence they are left without the means of futire support. If the
widow had not united her destinies with a minister, she might have been
in easy and affluent circumstances. But she married a preacher. the pub-
lic servant of the Lord; and every body’s public servant for Jesus’ sake;
and she is therefore poor. The church has not only had the pastor’s ser-
vices, it has had hers. Hers! yes hers. But how, pray?! In various
ways. Her household labors have been performed for the good of the
church. Why has she embraced every opwnunity to relieve his mind
from the cares and toils of domestic life ? hy has she attended to- his
apparel and prepared his daily food, with her own hands? Why has she
watched over him in the hour of sickness? Was it with the hope that the
advantages derived from her attention and kindness, would be improved
in adding house to house and field to field? No: it was that he might
devote himself more exclusively to the appropriate duties of his office.
Her household duties, therefore, have been services performed for the
church. She has also served the church in religious matters, in the Sab-
bath school, the Bible class, and the female prayer-meeting; she has
visited the abodes of disease and suffering to administer relief, and she has
given counsel to inquiring souls. Thus the whole time of the minister’s
wife, as well as his own, is devoted to the interests of Zion, in their differ-
ent spheres. Now he has gone from the scene of his earthly labors ; the
last tribute of respect has been paid to his person, but he has left among
you a representative,—his widow. Visit her in her sotrow ; if sick, pro-
cure her medical aid; if destitute of food or raiment, provide them for
-her.—She is entitled to this attention at your hands, for various reasons.
She is entitled to. them as a fellow-being; the laws of humanity and
heaven dictate the duty—* As ye would that others should do unto you,
do ye even so to them.” She is entitled to them as a disciple of Jesus and
‘member of the honsehold of faith. No Christian can deny that the Bible
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is replete with instruction relative to the duty of providing relief for the
poor among the people of God. Christ said—* The poor ye have always
with you, and when ye will, ye may do them good.” This duty is very
plainly taught in the twenty-fifth chaﬂter of Matthew, where the Saviour
expressly declares, ‘Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” The example of the primi-
tive churches, as reeorded in the Acts of the Apostles, and their epistles,
shows this duty to be obligatory. A plea of chanﬁe in the circumstances
of the case affords no valid excuse for a neglect of the duty enjoined. The
change cannot affeet the principle involved, which is the relief of the poor
saints. It is to be hoped that ere long the churches will awake to their
neglected duty, and not allow the Lord’s poor saints to be forgotten, and
especially the poor widow. She is entitled to relief as an act of justice.
1st. The unpaid services of her deceased husband call for it. But we
have paid our pastor. Paid your pastor! What have you paid him?
How have you paid him? You have gaid bim with neglect of his minis-
try, of his wants, of his rights; you have paid him with constant and
varied complaints. But have yeu given him a competent snptEort, and
paid it punctually ? It is a matter of serious doubt, whether the salary
recetved by all the Baptist ministers in New Jersey, would afford a com-
fortable living for more than one half of them. We have ascertained by
inquiry. that the average amount of salary to each minister does not exceed
$350 dollars annually ; neither is that all received. If the churches would
pay the amount of arrearages due their pastors for the labors of the last
twenty-five years, with interest on the same, a fund would be created
nearly or quite sufficient to support their widows; and the unpleasant
task of annually pleading their cause would not be imposed on us. 2d. But
the widow’s unpaid services also demand your action. You have paid
your pastor, but what have you paid his wife? - Or, did you think it would
require the services of both, to perform the labor you expected from him?
Brethren, we do not come to-night with the pitiful petition of beggars,
when we beseech you to replenisi the widow’s fund. We come Eleading
her rizhts; rights originating from her husband’s, and from her own
unrewarded services.” : ;

Tre Cramms or THE AMERICAN AND Foreiern Bisre SociEry Maix-
TAIFED AND VINDICATED : A Reply to the Rev. H. Blodgett's Defence
of the American Bible Society., By J. Gourp and JomN WINTER,
Ministers of the Trumbull Baptist Assoeiation, Ohio. 1845.

This is one of the numerous pamphlets called forth by the arrogance
and misrepresentations of the friends of the American Bible Society. On
the head of that Society, and its bitterly sectarian managers and officials, '
will rest a large amount of responsibility for the bickering and strife kin-
dled up all over the land on this subject. The leading facts in the case
lie in a very narrow compass :—Before any Bible Societies existed, Bap-
tist translators, following in the steps of all the more authentic and faithful
versions, ancient and modern, had translated the original words pertaining
to the ordinance of baptism, so as to indicate just what Paul specifies—
“ burial with Christ in baptism.” When Bible Societies were originated,
Baptists were invited to unite in them, with the full implication and under-
standing, that their versions were to be equally patronized with other
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faithful and received versions. For twenty or thirty years they go on,
harmoniously, according to that understanding. Then, without the
slightest change on our part, they, for reasons purely sectarian and selfish,
alter their plan of operations, set up new and impracticable tests, of sup-
pression or compromise in reference to God's truth; and turn round and
abuse us most shamefully, because we peaceably withdrew from an insti-
tution as much ours as theirs, but which they, (by an act which only the
might of a majority could make right) had ejected us from equal partici-
pation in, except on terms which they knew we could not accede to. In
the words of the Introduction of this pampblet,

¢ Since that deed was done, and the very Soclety, formed for the
express purpose of giving the word of life to all the dwellers upon the
earth, refused to aid a denomination who had translated the Bible into the
languages of more than half the globe; great attempts have been made to
keep the knowledge of this fact from the Christian public. The deeds of
the Baptists have been misrepresented—the Society which they reluctantly,
end of necessity formed, has been preclaimed, with the rancor of sectarian
seal, a sectarian Society ; their publications have been decried and mis-
represented, and their motives have been arraigned and condemned—and,
with an unchristian spirit, we have been told, as in page 23 of the
¢Defence,’ that ¢ Itis a tax too great for charity, to assign good motives,
for such measures.” The moment we have dared to present the facts in
the case, our opponents tell the public, ¢they do not willingly enter this
field of controversy, but are called to it by the vainglorious invitation of the
aggressive party—to repel gross and calumnious misrepresentations.’ "

This reply seems to be an able and perfeetly triumphant one, and with
gl candid minds—alas, how few of the readers of controversy—will com-
pletely turn the tables on the aggressors. In a closely printed pamphlet
of more than 50 8vo pages, most of the topics involved in this controversy
are fearlessly discussed, in a way to make the abettors of error and con-
cealment wince, and hide their heads.

We have room for only a sentence or two from the first chapter, on the
importance of the principle involved in the controversy; and a longer
extraet from the last chapter, in reference to the opposition of the old
Society, to our obtaining from the Legislature such a charter as we cheer-
fully assisted them to obtain, even after their injustice to us :

“The very statement of the controversy will, at once, present to the mind
of the reader its importance—THE BIBLE FAITHFULLY TRANSLATED, and
the indispensable duty of giving it, thus translated, to all the dwellers upon
earth, is the position which we accupy. And we believe that the A. and
F. B. 8., in taking this commanding position, have taken a position that
will not only be approved of by infinite wisdom, but one which will meet
the approbation of the good and the wise of every succeeding age.

¢ Opposition to this principle is Romanism, whatever name or character
it might assume, or by whomsoever waged. The Bible partly translated,
and partly covered up, in a dead, and consequently a barbarous language,
is the principle against which we war. This is an important ‘;‘)rin‘clple, a
subject of no small magnitude, one that involves interests which will shake
the globe. The very foundations of Christendom will be made to totter,

v



88 CONDENSED REVIEWS. _ [March,

when itis fully brought into action ; as the very denominational existence
of Pedo-baptism, ePends upon the non-translation of those words in the
New Testament, which relate to the ordinance of Baptism. But, we believe
that God has ordained the unveiled revelations of Eis will, to be at once
the solace and the safe-guard of mankind. Guilty, deeply guilty, we
believe those are who withhold this unveiled light from men.”

In reference to the opposition so pertinaciously continued to the incorpo-
ration of our Society, which is now again for the third or fourth time agi-
tating the public mind, the following extracts are selected, to set at rest
some of the prevalent misrepresentations of our unscrupulous opponents :

¢ Mr. Blodgett says, *To this title, (A. and F. B. 8.) and to nothing else,
the officers of the American Bible Society again objected.” Does Mr. B.
need to be informed that, in objecting to the title which our society
adopted in its formation, and under which it has always been known at
home, and in foreign countries;—under which alone we sought to be
incorporated, was directly opposing our application. We asked for one
thing, and they, kind creatures, supposing us incapable of judging for our-
selves, go and tell the legislature to give us another thing, and then add
insult to injury, by telling us, they did not object to AN act of incorporation,
but only to our name. That is, if they might be allowed to dictate, how
and in what manner, the legislature might act, then, it might act. Bat,
as Dr. Cone has shown, this would have been a misnomer, and the inser-
sertion of a false fact, in the charter itself. .

¢« But says Mr. Blodgett, ¢ two Baptist gentlemen, and one of them an
officer of the Society, agreed to procure the insertion of the word Baptist
in the title. Dr. Babcock ALso assented to its insertion.’” Was not Dr.
Babcock the officer of the Society who is said to have agreed to procure
the insertion of Baptistin the title? Why then name him again? unless
for the paucity of materials to make up the story? But Dr. Babcock
denies this fact, and Mr. Garretson, the author of the minority report,
admits in his spech sustaining that report, that he received it from the
Memorial of the A. B. S.

“Dr. Babcock’s language upon this subject is : ¢after our charter had
been unanimously reported by the Committee, and had been several
weeks waiting its turn for consideration in the House, I was privately
informed by the Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Sanford, that so vigorous
had been the opposition pushed on from the American Bible Society, that he
had no ho&e of carrying the charter as reported, by a two-thirds vote that
session. He referred me to Mr. Hulbert as a principal instrument of that
opposition‘in the House. I waited onhim; he expressed a desire that the
act should pass in a modified shape. He promised to move the insertion
of the word Baptist in the title, with an additional section stating that no
misnomer consisting in the omission of the word Baptist, should invalidate
any claim to the Society in law or equity. I distinctly informed him, that
our friends could not propose, nor was I authorized to assent to any
alteration of the kind. That if he made it on his own responsibility, the
utmost I could hope for, would be that our friends in the legislature would
be silent.’ If this is assenting, it is like the assenting of the martyr to die,
when the tyrant hand is kindling the flame. It is assenting, because the
indomitable perseverance of the enemies of our Society had again
triumphed over legislative power, to induce it to withhold from us, our
indisputable rights. But even the proposition made by Mr. Hulbert, was
80 changed by the interference of Dr. Janes, the financial Secretary of the
A. B. 8., as to render it inoperative. See Janes’ Letter, April 5, 1845.”
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‘Whether such means, and pemvering misrepresentation, can again
prevail, remains to be seen; but in the end, truth and righteousness will
prevail. '

MONTHLY RECORD.

NEW JERSEY BAPTISTS, WITH JOTTINGS BY THE WAY, IN OCCASIONAL'
VISITS TO THE CHURCHES.

Those who possess the first volume of the Memorial, will find, on turn-
ing to the No. for May, 1842, a brlef but lucid and comprehensive view of
the Baptist interestin this small State. Its intermediate position, between
the two largest of the confederacy, New York and Pennsylvania, tends
unduly to cast its real character and importance into shade: and to this
cause more than any thing else we are disposed to attribute it, that less
attention and interest have been given to New Jersey, than it has fair
claims to secure. Our own personal experience in this matter, is buta
fair sample of the common injustice. Though for more than a quarter of
a century past, we have been accustomed to pass through this State, fre-
quently or at no very distant intervals, yet with one or two exceptions we
had never visited any of the churches or spent a S8abbath, or scarcely a
night within its borders. In other States of less population, and on the
outermost border of the Union, we had been again and again, on purpose
to investigate and know their condition ; but for New Jersey, it had seemed
enough that she was a thoroughfare in this various exploration ; an inter-
mediate way to somewhat beyond or beside herself, which left out of all
practical account her own interests. Surely this fair Sisger has claims to
better treatment than this. A State that has given birth to such men as
JoaN Garo, JAMEs MANNING, and HEzEkIAR SmiTn, stars of the first
magnitude in the galaxy of Baptist patriarchs; which for nearly one hun-
dred and eighty years has nurtured the spirit of religious freedom as iden-
tified with Baptist churches; and where the Philadelphia Association, the
oldest of these combinations of the churches among us, used to hold its_
annual sessions very frequently ; and where, after a long period of com-
parative torpor, our cause for the last dozen or fifteen years, has gone for-
ward again with cheering and auspicious vigor ;—surely such a State,
though, like Bethlehem of old, it may be small among the tribes of our
Israel is by no means to be despised. ) '

Turn to the Statistical Tables in our last No., and see in 1830, but 3,981
Baptist communicants in this State out of a population of 320,823 ; while
fourteen years later, our church members amount to 11,571 out of a popu-
lation of only 373,306. A gain so great as this, in any of the old States,
where the population is so nearly stationary, is believed to be unparalleled
in our denominational history in itslater periods. Nor will the progress of
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these churches in intelligence, benevolent effort, and general efficiency, be
found less satisfactory.

With unusual satisfaction, therefore, we found the line of official duty for
the last few months calling us to mingle more frequently and freely with
our Jersey brethren ; to visit some of them at their houses, to correspond
with many more, and to witness and participate in the interesting services
of their late State Convention and other anniversaries. In all these ways,
we have increased an hundred fold our acquaintance with and interest in
whatever pertains to our denominational character and cause in the State.
Though the last of our official services were expended here,—which in the
aggregate have been spread over so wide and fair a field for thelast three
or four years,—they have been by no means the least interesting or satis-
factory.

Less than one quarter of its 84 churches have ever been personally
visited by us. Into one of the four Associations lying entirely in this
State, the Sussex, we have never entered at all. Yet perhaps by com-
bining what we have seen and otherwise learned of the present state of
the churches, and indulging some little rehearsal of personal observations
and experiences—which the readers of our sheet will the more readily

" tolerate, because it is the last of this kind to which their patience is likely
to be subjected—we may do something like justice, in such a sketch as our
narrow limits will allow.

On the western border, lying near to or upon the Delaware River, we

. have visited in all five churches, belonging to that Association which,
having been formed earliest, takes the name of the State. In Salem, the
county seat of Salem County, a pleasant, sandy town, with much of the
staid, quiet dignity of its half-Quaker original character, we spent a
pleasant week some few years since. The Baptist church is of highly
respectable size and character, and now rejoices in the pastoral supervision
of brother GiBBs, known to several of the churches in the empire State.
They are now busily engaged in erecting a beautiful house of worship,
more eligibly situated for their convenience than the one-side, but pictu-~
resque spot on which stands the venerable, time-honored sanctuary
¢ where our fathers worshipped,” with all its hallowed associations and
spirit-stirring memories. We have somehow received the impression that
for several years of late this church has scarcely done justice to herself, to
her noble bearing and character in earlier times ; and whether the fault be
chargeable on ministers (of which it has had frequent change and ample
variety) or on members, may it be speedily corrected! The Cohansey
Church in this neighborhood, which was one of the first three in the
State, and is remarkable for having had but six pastors for the first century
and a half, has had more frequent change since, without, perhaps, cor-
responding advantages. First Cape May, Dividing Creek, and Pember-
ton, all able and excellent churches—may they become more and more so!
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Burlington City, with its neat, attractive * green bank,” its deliciously
attractive shades and gardens, and the still worthier attractions of true and
warm hearts with generous hands, how happy has a weary way-farer often
been made by its hospitality ! The home of that Werca so widely knowng
the former seat of a flourishing seminary, which Aaron the prophet con-
ducted ; whose flourishing church now enjoys the labors of our early and
steadfast friend, DickinsoN—what wonder if some partiality biases us in
its favor? Mount Holly near by, where LixcowLn, another early friend
and in different spheres co-laborer, now.fills the episcopate, and CornNE-
1108 also resides, of Alexandria memory, and whom poor Africa will long
remember with thankfulness for his untiring devotion to its infant Christian
Colonies,—has now a flourishing church. Haddonfield and Camden,
opposite Philadelphia, we have more frequently visited, while resident in
the latter city : we remember them still with unmingled pleasure, and hear
of their continued prosperity with gratitude. To Trenton we turned our
feet—as did once the Father of our country, the noble Washington—just
as the sound of Christmas revelries was dying away upon the ear. O
what an hour of peril and dark gloom for our country’s destinies was
that! The triumph of her foes on every side foreboding an early extine-
tion of her hopes of freedom, the overflowing flood of mercenary soldiery
threatening to sweep away every vestige of our scattered and dispirited
forces. At that moment (the evening of 25th of December, 1776,) the
great heart and steady mind of our Washington, forced from the dire exi-
gency of flis circumstances to attempt some enterprize to turn the tide
against his country’s foes, ventured on the forlon hope or surprising a
flushed enemy, reposing on the laurels of its recent successes. For this
purpose he led his ill-appointed forces to Trenton, and surprised and cap-
tured the Hessians. This last year the event was celebrated on the same
ground, with all the glorious circumstance of a mock battle. We arrived
before all the powder had been burned ; before all the noise and folly of
this scene had passed away. Some of our readers, perchance, may not
sympathize with the utter contempt and loathing, in which all this
mockery is invested to our view, and this is not the time or place to debate
our differences. One poor fellow shot through the leg, and another stab-
bed in the neck, it was thought mortally, in the drunken scenes to which
this movement gave rise, were some of its natural and appropriate
fruits. '

Our duties led us elsewhere : and once and again we worshipped with
the First Church, in their pleasant and commodious sanctuary; and on
Lord’s day evening, with the Second Church, in their newly erected and
attractive sanctuary. Bishop BEck, of the former—whose hospitalities
and various kindness we experienced ; and Youne, of the latter, who was
at the time absent, are highly esteemed by their respective flocks. May
all remembrances of past unkindness, or avulsion, be speedily obliterated !

'
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A visit to the State penitentiary, and converse with the inmates of many
of the cells, where in entire seclusion they toil and muse alone ; and sub-
sequently to the State house, the halls of legislation and justice, the State
library, &c., suggested many topics of interesting reflection. From the
top of the latter edifice, a fine panoramic view of the city and its environs,
both on the Jersey and Pennsylvania sides of the river, is obtained. One
can scarce tell whether to praise or blame that State policy, which
defrays its entire expense of the civil list annually, by a petty tax on pas-
sengers over her chartered rail-roads. The monopoly granted to these
chartered companies, is one of the most odious features of this arrange-
ment, causing imposition and extortion from travellers of a most intolera-
ble character, for which the poor equivalent of ten cents each, paid to the
State, is a miserable compensation. May it soon be abolished.

Our first and most frequent visits in the East Jersey Association were to
Newark. By far the largest city in the State, our Baptist interest had
nevertheless flourished less than in other sections till of late. Pastor
Jongs is beginning to see the blessed fruits of the toil and talent, the
patience and prudence, the faithfulness and fearlessness, which are all
controlled by the great law of Christian kindness. We should think the
interest has doubled in numbers and efficiency within eighteen months,
between our first and last visit. Of the neighboring churches, at Eliza-
bethtown and Lyon’s Farms, we heard some encouraging things, and saw
some of the same character at Rahway, while in all of them there remains
somewhat to be amended.

Piscataway, the venerable, with its venerable, kind-hearted pastor
LEwis, was first seen by us on occasion of the meeting with them of the
State Convention. That and a subsequent visit failed not to impress us
deeply with the intelligence, efficiency, and increasing liberality of a noble
band of brethren here ; whose hospitalities and various kindness, it would
not be easy to exceed. Their near neighbor, New Brunswick Church,

- over which for so many years brother WeBB presided with success, and
whose place is now ably filled by brother Buriss, flourishes under the
shadow of the College and Theological Seminary of the Dutch Reformed.
Their noble chapel deserves to be full,entirely full, and ere long will be, if
the city continues to increase.

Plainfield, and its immediate environs, deserves to be regarded pre-
eminently Baptist ground. On occasion of our first visit, we managed to
participate in the regular services of four or five churches, in two days.
The Seventh-day Baptist Church at New Market, where the beloved
GILLETTE ministers, was visited in the morning of ¢ their Sabbath,” and
the Seventh-day Church in Plainfield the same night. Next morning—
our Lord’s day—in the morning, we met the First Baptist Church, Plain-
field, over which the wise, prudent, and indefatigable DrRAKE now pre-
sides, and in the evening worshipped with the Second Church—"a flourish-

.
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ing, vigorous branch, now ministered to by brother HiLL. He was
formerly the able and esteemed pastor of the First Church; and his
return to this spot after some years’ absence, and gathering around him
the personally attached friends, who were thereby detached from neigh-
boring interests, has been one of those difficult and delicate operations,
not usually accomplished without some painful friction. May he and al
concerned learn and profit by the sweet uses of adversity and prosperity
of honor and dishonor, of humility and self-renunciation! Aye, why
shculd we not all learn them, and thus be more abundantly useful and
blessed ?

That same Lord’s day afternoon, we accompanied some choice friends
in a few miles’ ride into the mountains ;—a wild, rough, but romantic and"
heaven-honored spot, where in a school room, beneath the rocky crags,
the saints are often wont to meet, and make those woods and hills resound
“with their hymns of lofty cheer.” The place was full, to its utmost
capacity, and besides the direct acts of prayer and praise, in which several
led, brother Cornelius, above named, discoursed to us for near an hour, on
the character, doctrine, and exploits of the original Baptist, the glorious
harbinger of the Messiah. O what a theme ! and nobly, wisely, and most
sweetly was it illustrated. The savor of it remains for many days. Of
many choice friends hereabouts, and of their free and genervus hospitali-
ties again and again shared, we will not trust ourselves to speak in this
connexion. We were last with them on New Year's day, and enjoyed
with unusual zest and satisfaction the delights of the sanctuary and the
uncommouly able ministrations of the pastor of the First Church. Long
may they be blest with such teaching, and show their full appreciation of
its preciousness! The Samptown Church, now most happy in the
acceptable services of BARKER, known and esteemed in Pennsylvania in
former years, is now in healthy prosperity ; and the ancient Scotch Plains
Church, near by in the other direction, and served now with persevering
fidelity by brother LockE, though under circumstances of some discourage-
ment,—completes this interesting circle of Baptist churches.

Somerville Chureh, recently formed and ministered to with much
acceptance by a youthful, but highly privileged brother Fisu, had just
enjoyed an unusually large accession, nearly half a score having put on
Christ by being baptized into his death, the very morning of the day, on
which we met them at night. Very delightful was it to stand up in the
midst of these fragrant plants of righteousness, shedding around them the
early perfume of their rejoicing love. Long and abundantly may they
flourish. The Middletown cluster of churches belong also to this Associa-
tion, the first of which, the oldest in the State, and now flourishing under
the care of brother STouT, we fain would have seen and rejoiced with in
all the abundant prosperity God is now sending them, had circumstances
permitted. ‘ .

In Central Jersey Association our visits were even still more circum-
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scribed. The night after our first sojourn in Sommerville, we had an
appointment at Sandy Ridge, where brother Youxe so ably ministers.
But during the previous night, God opened the windows of heaven and
poured out the waters so copiously; and all the next forenoon it rained,
and rained and RATNED so powerfully, that the overflow of streams, floating
ice, and impassable bridges forbade the attempt to reach the place. The
more deeply was this regretted, because a revival was now in cheering,
if not in noiseless progress there, and gladly would we have shared in its
refreshment. Turning to the right, we reached, not without peril, the
Amwell Church at Flemington, where father BArToLETTE has so long and
efficiently ministered. Bright sunshine and hard frost succeeded this win-
try deluge ; the roads were rough indeed, but a goodly company onte
and again assembled in their spacious temple, with whom it was pleasant
and we hope profitable to commune. Were our space more ample, we
should like to say much of him and them, of our gratitude for their kind-
ness, and our love and prayer for their enlarged and permanent pros-
perity. But we forbear.

The longest periods of toil and travel will have an end; and we
reached ours at Hightstown, the last Lord’s day of the first month in the
present year. It had both rained and snowed plentifully the preceding
day, but in the night old Boreas tuned his pipes afresh, and put a new
hand to the bellows. Nevertheless, that congregation, widely scattered
though it lies, and many were obliged to face the rough wind, over the
rough roads, for many a weary mile, was encouragingly large. Indeed,
we learn that in fine weather it equals or surpasses any in the State,
except Newark. Much of this prosperity they owe, under God, to the
able and judicious labors of their enterprizing pastor, the President of their
State Convention, an undegenerate scion of a noble stock from Salem in
this State ; which they reclaimed from their unwilling sister, Pennsylva-
nia, a few years since. May he and the numerous, efficient church with
which he is surrounded (and by whom we pray that he may be adequately
sustained !) long hold on their way with mutunal and increasing success.

New Jersey Baptists are now enjoying a healthful prosperity ; slowly
but encouragingly, they are increasing their benevolent contributions.
The corrected summary for last year to six objects of religious benevo-
lence, shows an aggregate of 85,870, or a little more than an average of
fifty cents for each communicant. They may have contributed twice or
thrice as much more, for sustaining religious ministrations among them-
selves, but they can do, we trust ere long will do, much better.

With scarce an exception, they are eminently conservative ; desirous
indeed of improvement and reform, but suspicious of violent and avulsive
movements; not easily excited, nor'provoked, but enterprizing, in-
creasingly intelligent, loving God’s truth and all His servants for the truth’s
sake. May they increase in every good word and work, and secure the
Redeemer’s approving smile. R. B.




1846.] MISCELLANEOUS. 95

o~
A W A A A A e

MISCELLANEOTUS.

REPENTANCE.

Repentance is absolutely essential to the Christian character. Hence
Tertullian said, ‘I am born for nothing but repentance.” Yet he is cer-
tainly the happiest man whose life has not been stained with enormous
crimes. To make work for repentance, to use a common expression, is
not to be commended, however safe we may be at last.

The Emperof Sigismund having, in a sore fit of sickness, made fair pro-
mises of amendment of life, asked Theodoricus, Archbishop of Cologne,
how he might know whether his repentance was sincere, who replied, *If
you are as careful to perform in your health, as you are forward to pro-
mise in your sickness, you may safely draw that inference.”

Though true repentance be never too late, yet late repentance is seldom
true. illions are now in hell, who have pleased themselves with the
thoughts of after-repentance. The Lord hath made a promise to late
repentance ; but where hath he made a Kromise of late repentance ? Yea,
what can be more just and equal, than that such should seek and not find,
who might have found but would not seek; and that he should shut his
ears against their late prayers, who have stopt their ears against his early
calls? The ancient warriors would not accept an old man into their army,
as being unfit for serviae ; and dost thou think God will aceept of thy dry
bones, when Satan hath sucked out all the marrow-? What lord, what
master, would take such into their service, as have all their days served
their enemies ; and is it reasonable to expect that God should do 1t? The
Circassians, a kind of mongrel Christians, are said to divide their life
between sin and devotion, dedicating their youth to rapine, and their old
age to repentance. If this be thy case, reader, I would not be in thy place
for ten thousand worlds!

I have read of a certain great man, that was admonished in his sickness
to repent: but he refused to doit; for if he should recover, his companions
would laugh at him; but growing worse and worse in point of health, his
friends pressed him again to repent, but he then told them it was too late ;
¢ for now,” said he, “I am judged and condemned.”

FAITH ILLUSTRATED, OR ‘‘LET GO THAT TWIG.”

Two class-mates, who roomed together, were brought under powerful
conviction by the Spirit of God at the same time. After straggling toge-
ther in prayer, and attentively reading the Scriptures, one of them was
enabled to surrender himself unreservedly to the claims of the Gospel,
and to give up his soul to Jesus. His peace flowed like a river. 1'his
increased his ardent desire that his room-mate might also enjoy the same
by believing. He therefore urged him to venture fully upon Christ, as the
all in all in his salvation. He replied, that he was doing all he could, but
found no peace. This continued for about two weeks, after which time,
he stated, that when all human help proved vain, God was pleased to con-
vinee him of his error, in a dream, which was as follows :—*I thought,”
said he, *“I was reclining in the afternoon, the sun shining brightly, when -
I saw before me a wide and smooth way, which led straight forward
towards a dense column of smoke, which ascended up as before a preci-
pice. This awakened my curiosity to know what was burning. I went
forward along the road until I came to the hrink of the precipice ; but I
could not see the fire, which induced me to venture a little forward, when
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suddenly the ground upon which I stood gave way, and I fell half way
down the awful precipice, and catching by a twig, which grew out from
the craggy steep, I hung suspended by one hand over the abyss below.
Looking down, I recognized the description given by David, of the fiery
billows rolling below the wicked. I then looked upward, and beheld a
person whose countenance I thought accorded with the gospel descrip-
tion of the Saviour, and knowing him, I anxiously desired him to rescue
me. Itherefore called upon him, saying, ¢ O, Lord Jesus, saveme !” To
which he replied, ¢ Let go that twig, then.’ I reflected that it was the onl
thing which kept me from sinking down amidst the fiery surges below.
then cried again, ‘O, Lord Jesus, save me!" He replied again, ¢Let go
that twig, then.” Again I reflected that this was the only means, as I
thought, of keeping me from plunging into remediless ruin. I therefore
cried again, with increasing anxiety, ¢ O, Lord Jesus, save m{ poor soul !’
To which he replied, as before, ¢ Let go that twig.’ Inow began to feel
that my grasp was growing weaker every moment, and that I must soon
fall, and hence concluded—if I must die, I would die in the act of obeyiu
the command of my Saviour. Iletgo the twig, and, strange to tell, inste
of sinking down, as I had imagined, I ascended up, until the first place
1 found myself in, was the arms of my dear Redeemer ! Thus God led ine
tosee that I had been trusting to my duties and religious exercises, instead
of vehturing entirely upon Christ, which I was then immediately enabled to
do—since which time I have enjoyed a peace which passeth understand-
ing. ‘ G. H.

A GOOD OLD MAN.

A good old man is the best antiquity, and which we may with least
vanity admire. One whom time hath been thus long working, and like
winter fruit, ripened, when others are shaken down. He hath taken out
as many lessons of the world as days, and learnt the best thing in it—the -
vanity of it. Helooks over his former life as a danger well past, and would
not hazard himself again. His lust was long broken before his body, and

et he is glad this temptation is broken too, and he is fortified from it by
{is weakness. The next door of death sad’s him not, but he expects it
calmly as his turn of nature, and fears more his recoiling back to childish-
ness than to dust. All men look on as a common father, and on old age,
for his sake as a reverend thing. His very presence and face puts vice
out of countenance, and makes it an indecorum in vicious man. He

ractices his experience upon youth without the harshness of reproof, and
1n his counsel is good company. He had some old stories still of his own
seeing, to confirm what he says, and makes them better in the telling;
yet is not troublesome neither with the same tale again, but remembers
with them how oft he has told them. His old sayings and morals seem
proper to his beard, and the poetry of Cato does well out of his mouth,
and he speaks it as if he were the author. He is not apt to put the boy
on a younger man, nor the fool on a boy; but can distingmish gravity
from a sour look, and the less testy he is, the more regardes. You must
pardon him if he likes his own times better than these ; because those
things are follies to him now that were wisdom then; yet he makes us of
that opinion too when we see him, and conjecture those times by so good
arelicc. He is a man caﬂable of a dearness with the youngest men, yet
he is not youthfuller for them, but they older for him, and no man credits
more his acquaintance. He goes away at last too soon whensoever, with
all men’s sorrow but his, and his memory is fresh when it is twice as
old.—Bishop Earle, 1628.




MEZZOTINTO PORTRAIT OF DR. JUDSON.
TO BE PUBLISHED THR SECOND WEEK IN FEBRUARY.
Prices 50 cents, and 25 cents.

W. S. DamreLL has obfained from Mr. Pratt, an eminent artist of
Boston, a splendid portrait of the devoted missionary Jupson, and
placed it in the hands of John Sartain, Esq., of Philadelphia, the most
celebrated mezzotinto engraver in the country, with an order to exe-
cute the best plate possible in the shortest time. ' :

The plate is to be of large size, 8 by 10 inches, and will be printed
on different sizes and qualities of paper, to accommodate the wishes
and ability of the numerous fiiends of this pioneer of American Mis-
sions. .

A few proof copies will be struck off and supplied to order, at 81
each, . , :

Twenty-five per cent. discount made to all who purchase to sell
again, or for gratuitous distribution. Address . :

W. 8. DAMRELL, 11 CorrniLi, Bostos.

A PORTRAIT OF DR. JUDSON.

Lewts Corsy & Co. have in process of engraving a portrait of this pioneer among
lA)mzrigan Missilonar;lea.h a:(d ]wishgwtg tolsuin:}t the taste and ability of all interested in

r. Judson, will publish both a Stee and a Litho hie
Print. The painting was procured by th:lg::i:thl;o‘ard of Foreign Mg:i‘:l?s, the
publication is made under their direction, and to the cause of Missions is secured a
perpetual interest in the same.

The LitnoerarH is now ready ; 9 by 11 inches in size, and is accurate and beau-
tiful. The SrseL Eneravine is a Zine engraving in the highest style and of the
same size. It is the nearest approach that Art can make to the original ; and is
most suitable to be framed for the parlor and preserved as a memento.

PRICES.—The Lithographic Print, on good paper . . . 25 cents
- -do, - 0. early impressions, on fine board 50
The Steel Engraving, on common platepaper . 81 00
do. . do. India proof impressions . 200
Tribute to Dr Judson . . . . . -

“Also to accompany the above; a Trisure 70 Jupsor, being a sketck of his life,
poems by various authors, and other interesting matter ; which is furoished gratis
to purchasers of the steel engraviug. Agents are wanted in every town, village, and
church, who should apply, immediately, to the Publishers (post paid),

. LEWIS COLBY & Co.,
" 122 Nassau Street, New York.

_ AJHASE . ILYON,
ATTORNEY & COUNSELLOR AT LAW,
No. 49 Nassau-street, New- York. .

Has been appointed Connecticut Commissioner, to take acknowledgments of
. Deeds, Depositions, &c.

-
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THE PORTRAIT OF JUDSON.

We are happy to  announce to our readers, that we have now
ready, the PorTrAIT of this beloved Missionary, with the TasLE on
which he translated the Bible into Burmese. It is a splendid Litho-
graph, superior to any published. The size is ten by fourteen
mches, suitable for framing. The price is 25cts. single, or $12.50

by the hundred.
Joun R. Bicerow & Co.,
No. 4 Spruce Street.

N. B. All who subscribe for the Memorial for 1846, and pay in-
advance (including old subscribers), will be entitled to a Portrait
gratis, subject to their order.

We would say to the subscribers of the Memorial, that all who
pay by the first of May, 1846, shall have a portrait of Judson, sub-
ject to their order.

P.S. They cannot be sent by mail without injuring them.

PORTRAITS OF SHUCK, AND YONG SEEN SANG.

We have also now ready the Portraits of Rev. J. L. Shuck, and
Yong Seen Sang, the Chinese convert who accompanied him to this
country. = The price of each, the same as Judson.

All orders will receive punctual attention, by

- JOHN R. BIGELOW & Co,,
No. 4 Spruce Street, New York.

~

All publications intenided for the Editor of t.he Baptist Memonal and sent
by mail—should be addressed,
“ BAPTIST Mr.uonm.,
New Bedford,
Mass.”
5> Will our exchanges notice this?

Written articles, intended for the pages of this work, should also be
addressed to ¢ Editor of the Baptist Memorial, New Bedford,” u.nlesa special
direction be glven to the contrary.
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USEFUL MEMORANDA, OF DR. JUDSON AND THE BURMAN MISSION.

Avporirax Jupson, was born at Malden, Mass., 9th August, 1788.
Graduated at Brown University 1807, and at Andover Theological Semi-
nary 1810. Visited England with reference to Missionary engagements
early in 1811, and in September of that year was accepted as a Mis-
sionary, by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions,
which had been called into existence by an appeal written by himself, and
signed by him and three other young men, one year before. Married to
Miss Ann Hasseltine, of Bradford, Mass., 5th February, 1812. Ordained
at Salem, Mass., the following day, and thence sailed for Calcutta on the
19th of that month. ’Arrived 18th June.

Mr. and Mrs. Judson were baptized on a profession of their faith in Cal-
cutta, September, 1812. Sailed for the Isle of France in December.
Thence via Madras, they reached Rangoon in July, 1813. The first bap-
tism in the Burman Empire, was by the hands of Dr. Judson, 27th June,
1819. In the years 1824-'25-'26, a grievous imprisonment of near twenty
months was experienced by him. Sometimes, for months together he
wore five pair of fetters at a time. The 24th of October, 1826, Mrs. -
Ann H. Judson died at Amherst, in British Burmah,

The printing of the first New Testament in Burmese was completed in
1832. The translation of the entire Bible in Burmese, was completed by
Dr. J., 31st January, 1834.

In April of the same year, he was married to Mrs. Sarah Hall Board .
man, at Tavoy. She died, on her way to America, at St. Helena, and )
was buried there, September, 1845. Mr. Judson, with three motherless
children, arrived at Boston in October, having been absent from his native
land more than one third of a century, and witnessed as well as partici-
pated in the mogt glorious achievement of modern Missions.
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[For the Memorial.]

ELDER HENRY SMALLEY A. M.

[The following Biographical Sketch was prepared in compliance with a resolu-
tion, passed by the New Jersey Baptist Association, in the year 1844.—c. £. w.]

Evper Henry SMALLEY was born, October 23, in the year
1765, in Piscataway, Middlesex County, New Jersey. His
father was a Baptist, and his mother an Episcopalian. He was
the subject of religious impressions in early life, and when about
sixteen years of age, was baptized into the fellowship of the Pis-
cataway Baptist Church, by the Rev. Rewen Runyon. Soon
after making a public profession of religion, to increase his quali-
fications for the gospel ministry, in which'he felt himself required
to engage, he entered Queen’s College, New Brunswick, and
from thence was transferred to Nassau Hall, Princeton, where
he graduated with twenty-four classmates in the year 1786.
The venerable minister of Christ, and the sterling patriot of the
Reyolution, John Witherspoon, D. D., at that period presided
over this renowned institution of learning.

In the year 1788, two years afier he graduated, Mr. S. was
licensed to preach the gospel by the Piscataway Baptist Church.
In the year 1790, he began to preach for the Cohansey Baptist
Church, Cumberland Couaty, New Jersey; and on the 8th of
November of the same year, was ordained pastor of the church
by Samuel Jones, D. D., and the Rev. Mr. Miller, an aged itine-
rant father in the Baptist denomination. The pastoral charge of
this church he sustained forty-nine years—until it was dissolved
by death. . '
- In the year 1794, four years after his ordination, he was united
in marriage to Miss Hannah Fox, a very pious, amiable, and
intelligent woman—one who proved to be a valuable companion,
well qualified for her station, and a mother in Israel. With her
he lived till the 11th day of February, 1836, (precisely three
years previously to the day of his death,) when she was removed
from the sorrows of earth, to the embrace of her glorious
Redecemer on high.

During his pastoral charge of the Cohansey Church, he bap-
tized 530 candidates into her fellowship, besides a number of
others, who connected themselves with Baptist churches in the
vicinity destitute of pastors, and for which he occasionally
preached. Witlin this period, 223 members of the church
deceased—a mortality almost without a_ parallel in a count
church of the same size. Of the 43 excluded during the period
under consideration, six were restored. He also during his pas-
toral charge, united 548 couple in the bonds of matrimeny.

The additions to the church by baptism during his ministry, in
general, were gradual. Now and then, however, extensive
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revivals were realized. In the year 1802, fifiy-four persons
were added by baptism ; in 1803, twenty-five; in 1808, thirty-
eight; in 1817, twenty-four ; in 1832, fifty-five ; in 1833, twenty-
three ; and in the year 1838, one year before his death, fifty-
seven were added. All the revivals realized during his ministry,
except the one in the year 1838, were experienced under the
stated ministrations of the word. The longest period in his
~ pastoral relation, during which none were added to the church by
ba}lnism, was about four years.

n his views of doctrine, Elder Smalley was strictly Calvinis-
- tic. He believed and preached the doctrines contained in the

Confession of Faith, adopted by the Philadelphia Baptist Asso-
ciation, in the year 1742, - .

There have been but few pastors better qualified than the sub-
ject of this notice, to preserve the peace and harmony of a church.
This qualification was manifested in his prudence, forbearance,
good judgment, and in his endeavors to check at the earliest
stage of its existence, every rising evil threatening to disturb the
harmony of the brethren. He had the faculty of governing his
church without invading the rights of the members, and without
their being aware that they were governed by him. His influence
in his congregation was great. But few pastors have shared
more largeg and constantly in the affections of their people, than
it was the privilege of the subject of this biographical sketch to
share in the affections of the people of his charge. .

But the usefulness of Mr. S. was far from being confined to
the limits of his own church and congregation. Being a man of
so much prudence, good common sense, and sound judgment, his
service was sought by other churches when involved in difficul-
ties, and by individuals without the limits of his congregation,
who needed his counsel. These qualifications also rendered him
useful in associations, and other deliberative bodies.

Elder Smalley was not what is termed a popular preacher.
But he was a good preacher, his sermons abounding with good
common sense, and valuable instruction. His preaching was
doctrinal, practical, and experimental. It also partook of the
expository character, and was marked with no ordinary degree of
plainness and simplicity. Not being possessed of the graces of .
_elocution and manner which secure superficial applause, he was
esteemed most as a preacher, by those who heard him most fre-
quently. His manner in the pulpit was solemn and diguified,
and such as produced instantaneous conviction of his sincerity.
He studiously avoided any expression unworthy the dignity and
solemnity of the position he occupied.

As a husband and father, he was afféctionate, indulgent, and
exemplary. As a neighbor, he was kind and obliging, cultivating
“ peace with all men,” and greatly respected and beloved. Asa
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citizen, he was patriotic, entertaining his own views of men and
measures, and believing that all should be in subjeciion to the
powers that be. For his hospitality he was distinguished, as his
house was a home fo¥all who called upon him.  Uniformity was
also strikingly characteristic of the deceased.

The labors of Mr. S. were numerous and various. In addition
to his stated preaching, attending the weekly prayer-meetings, and’
his pastoral visitations, he frequently and for many years cate-
chised the children, youth, and others of his congregation. For
this purpose they would meet once a quarter in the meeting-
house, besides their local meetings for the same object. But he
possessed a constitution adapted. to his field and his labor. He
was scarcely ever interrupled by sickness in his pastoral labors,
till two or three years before his death.

The loss of his dear companion, who had shared so many
years in his joys and sorrows, he felt most deeply. From the
time of her departure, his health began gradually to decline, and
he realized a mental depression, arising from loneliness amid
growing infirmities. About a year previous to his death, he was
married 1o Mrs. Elizabeth Armstrong, a worthy woman, who
still survives, and who watched around his dying bed till he
breathed his last.

Premonished that his end was drawing near, Mr. Smalley
communicated to his beloved people, upon the last occasion of
his assembling with them for divine worship, that his voice
would never again be heard within the walls of their common
earthly sanctuary. This expression from his lips proved to be
prophetic. From that period his bodily infirmities gathered
strength. His mind, which had been during nearly all his
Christian pilgrimage, calm and serene, was now shrouded in
darkness. For a season he was tempted to believe that his
Heavenly Father had forsaken him. The enemy of his soul
came in upon him like a flood. But in the unchanging kindness
of his glorious Redeemer, deliverance at length came. Fora
week before his death, he was rational, calm, self collected, lift-
ing his heart in fervent ejaculations to God, and expressing to all
around him an assurance of his eternal salvation through the
atoning merits of the Redeemer.

A short period before his death, his family were summoned
around the dying bed of the venerable servant of God.  After
giving them his parting blessing, exhorting them to put their trust
in the Redeemer, he bade them adieu! From hour to hour,
after this his last earthly testimony, his frail tabernacle exhibited
additional symptoms of approaching dissolution ; and on the 11th
day of February, 1839, and in the 74th year of his age, his spirit
obtained its release from its earthly abode, to join the redeemed
that bow before the throne of God in heaven.
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On the 16th of the same month, his remains were conveyed to
the lonely grave, followed by a large number of ministers of dif-
ferent religious denominations, his bereaved family, his mourning
church and congregation, and a large concourse of citizens—
there 1o remain till the morning of the general resurrection.

[For the Memorial.]
ETCHINGS OF THE ORIGINAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

NO. III.—INSTRUCTION OF INQUIRERS.

We have been led to contemplate this most interesting Church
in their united and persevering attitude of prayer, and more
recently we have seen them holding forth the word of life,—
preaching Jesus Christ in his example, his sacrifice, his resurrec-
tion and exaltation, as the true Messiah, both Lord and Christ.
We come now to trace the results of such prayer and preaching
on those who before believed not,—on those who had been truly
charged as the betrayers and murderers of the Lord.

A more unpromising company, to all human appearance, could
not well be found, It would seem as though the definite pur-
pose of the great Captain of salvation was to carry conviction to
the most timid and distrustful of his friends that the weapons of
their warfare were mighty. That the sword which He put into
their hands was of etherial temper and surpassing keenness, as
well as that such resistless energy should be given to them in
wielding it, that the stoutest of their stubborn foes should at once
fall under it. What pious soul does not now see the wisdom of
this first demonstration, its happy effects in carrying conviction
full and overpowering both to friends and foes. Yet who.but
the God who sees the end from the beginning would then Itave
chosen such a theatre and such subjects on whichto manifest the
gospel’s power, and His own sovereign grace! Two short
months had not yet elapsed, since this very multitude had cried -
out, *“ Away with him—crucify him, crucify him!” The neigh-
boring grounds of Calvary, so recently moistened with His blood,
had scarce blanched out the crimson stain ; hatred and malignity
as rife and deadly as ever, siill rankled in the bosoms of the
rulers, against one whom they chose to call “‘a pestilent fellow—
a stirrer up of sedition among the people.” How readily this
would communicate itself to the multitude and spread the poi-
sonous taint of blinding prejudice, of scorn and hatred among the
mass of the people. Now who but a being of infinite benevo-
lence and of almighty power, would select that place and those
individuals, for the erection of the banner of the cross and the
annunciation of glad tidings of great joy for the perishing and



136 ETCHINGS OF THE i [May,

baptism, guilty, only through the efficacy of the blood which had
been shed upon it? Verily may He say, “ My ways are not as
gour ways, nor my thoughts as your thoughts.” The difference
etween them is heaven-wide.

* In the scale of human probabilities, what would appear to be
the chance, the prospect of success, should His timid and disprited
disciples and followers have the temerity still to adhere to the
cause of an outlawed and crucified leader, and attempt to make
others also proselytestoit? How much less than nothing: how
perfectly forlorn and hopeless on such a basis! But the attempt
was here made. . With great boldness and assurance, Jesus and
the resurrection were here proclaimed; guilt in no measured
or carefully guarded terms, was charged home on these very
men. Wonderful to relate, they admit the truth of the charge;
they are convinced, humbled, penitent. Who does not see that
all this conclusivel_y demonstrates the presence and energy of the
Spirit of the Lord? But while the power was manifestly divine,
the instrumentality of accomplishing this victory was human.
The preaching of Christ by Peter was the means, and the means
were wisely adapted to the end, while in themselves, or unaccom-
panied by the Spirit, they were inadequate to produce such
effects. These effectsit is now proposed to trace with whatever
is relevant to our own instruction; and for the sake of unity in
the discussion, and at the same time to preserve the harmony and
continuity of the preceding sketches, I will endeavor to present
the occasion, the object, and the manner of this

PRIMITIVE- INQUIRY MEETING.

“ Now when they heard this. they. were pricked in their heart, and said unto
Peter and to the rest of the Apostles, ‘ Men and brethren, what shall we do ?”
Then Peter said unto them, ¢ Repent and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you and to your children, and to all that
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.’ - And with many other
words did he testify, and exhort, saying, ‘ Save yourselves from this untward
generation.’ "—Luke’s 2d Treatise to Theophilus, 2d chapter.

1. The occasion. By the Apostle’s preaching, a multitude
were here pricked in the heart,—were conscience-stricken, con-
vinced of their sin, their danger, their ruin. This was not the
mere light which shines upon the understanding. It is specially
on record that their hearts were affected. %\dere intellectual
knowledge, the conviction of the understanding however neces-
sary, never of itself brought one soul humbly to the foot of the
cross. To secure that result, the heart must be touched. Try
the amount of your mere mental convictions, in ‘regard to the
truths which had just been declared to them, and, perhaps there
is not one in a hundred of our usual congregations but will admit
their truth fully and freely. Butalas! the heart is not pene-
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trated with compunction. This it is which keeps thousands far
off from God: and this too, is just what the exhibition of Christ
crucified, is ;F.rfectly adapted to produce, even a deep effect upon
the heart. This caused the inquiry from those thus affected—
“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” A most interesting
question this, when produced by holy contrition, or manifestly
leading to it. It is a question often asked under most affecting
circumstances, and it always demands an appropriate, ready,
definite answer.

Whenever, and by whatever means this conviction and these
feelings of anxiety are produced, there this question will be asked,
and there an occasion will arise for an inquiry meeting. This
name may perhaps be a modern innovation; the thing itself
is no novelty, but on the contrary is nearly as old as the Church
of Christ. From our earliest personal recollections—reaching
back scores of years, special attention has at times, of revivals at
least, been given to the thing itself, though the name originated
at a later period. In the days of our fathers, much of this ser-
vice was performed in pastoral visits, when both the office itself,
and this kind of service growing out of its greater permanency
and sacredness, were more highly esteemed than now. .

2. The object. This is two-fold : 1st. To give to those who
desire it, a free opportunity to propose their inquiries ;—to state
fully and particularly their individual cases, their difficulties, and
whatever of embarrassment arises from the nature of the subject
or their own deficiencies. This kind of communication, it is
.obvious, cannot be made during the course of a continuous ser-
mon. There s too, in the arrangement and order of our modern
religious exercises, something which seems to repel rather than
invite such free disclosures; and to meet this exigency, to satisfy
this necessity, is one object of meetings specially for inqury.
Such free disclosures are all the more needful where previoue
.acquaintance had not been enjoyed. Moreover, what may be
- stated or implied in the inquiries of different individuals, will be
modified in no small degree by the diffevent character, tempera-
ment, and habits of the various inquirers. Much of discrimina-
tion is here requisite ; and the value of this kind of service will
ordinarily be found almost in exact proportion to the ability of
each one conducting such a meeting to draw forth from the
inquirers themselves such a development of their several cases,
as will enable him to deal with them appropriately and wisely.

‘The second part of the object is to answer with all possible
plainness such inquirers,—to remove if possible the difficulties
which individuals experience, and by clearing the way of obsta-
cles, to make plain and facile the way in which each should walk.
It is indeed a most favorable opportunity to present with discrimi-
nating plainness the duty of repentance, of faith in Christ, and of

-
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"haptism, removing the objections in each instance, and showing
that not the. name but the reality of what was implied and under-
stood by these evangelical acts, in the days of primitive Chris-

“tianity, is what is now requisite for us. »

Having duly explained these things, pointed out their appro-
priate order and relation, it is proper to enforce them by such

“considerations as Peter on this occasion employed, viz. the
remission of sins, the gifts of the Spirit, and the rich promises of
grace. The object then is to instruct with appropriate truth
the inquiring mind, and to enforce that truth, and the practice it
involves, by all the range of evangelical motives. Where other,

_and unworthy objects are aimed at, no marvel that the perversion
becomes a prolific source of deception to souls, and dishonor to
the cause.

8. The manner, in which the above object should be attempted,
is in many respects various. A variety of circumstance may
indeed demand a like variety in the well adapted appliances to be'
employed. Sometimes it may be best to conduct such a service
in the usual public place of meeting, at the close of the preach-~
ing, as in this instance ; or in a private dwelling, like the case of
Cornelius and his friends, in the tenth chapter. It may be more
privately still, as in the case of the Phillipian jailor—or a chariot
by the way side, or on a journey, like the Ethiopian ennuch. Or
it may be at night and alone, when an inquirer like Nicodemus,
comes by stealth to ease his conscience and learn * how can
these things be?”” In season, and out of (ordinary) season, at
home or abroad, on the sea or on the land, by day or by night,
varying the manner of treatment to the exigency of every case,
that method should be adopted which will most likely subserve
the object. The noble end aimed at, should subordinate to itsel§
all the inferior adjuncts, and adventitious circumstances. ’

Furthermore ; this allowable variety will permit and eve
require that sometimes each individual should be addressed sep
rately,—and where this is practicable, there are obvious advand
tages in it,—or where there is great similarity in the cases, off
the number is too great, or the time too brief to allow this, a com<
mon address to all may be advisable. The truth is the same as
that communicated in a sermon or an ordinary exhortation ; the
manner of its communication should be different. Brief, fami-
liar, pungent, adapted and intended to leave an ineffaceable
impression—Tlike the seal upon the molten wax—it should at the
same time be always deeply serious and impressive, mingled with
much prayer. That it may be very proper to have brief seasons
of prayer interspersed with the questions and answers, is
unquestionable ; but the same general principles of decorum
should be rigidly insisted on here, as elsewhere. All things
should be done decently and in order; of course, therefore, the
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perversion of having some three or four praying, at once, aloud,—
or the scarcely less reprehensible practice of having one pray-
ing at the utmost compass of his voice, while others pass around
among males and females, on their knees, to peer into their faces,
and take other liberties of this description, whispering and ogle-
ing with different individuals, in this time of professed prayer, is
not merely not ‘‘decently and in order,” but positively irreverent.

Such scenes have sometimes been enacted, under the sacred
rame of religion, and under the guise, not to say the mockery of
prayer, as might make angels weep, and the refined and virtuous
of any well regulated community, whether in the church or out
of it, blush and hang down their heads in shame. Froma preity
wide observation of the effects immediate and ultimate of all these
disorderly and irregular proceedings in meetings of . this descrip-
tion, I am satisfied that the more judicious and consistently pious,
are coming to regard them with decided disapprobation, and ere
lon’% the cause of revivals will be freed from this reproach.

hose who engage in conducting such meetings, or performing
such services, ought to be eminently holy, humble, spiritually
enlightened, and of consistent, irreproachable deportment. Then,
whether preachers or private brethren, their labors will not be in
vain,

Were not this paper in danger of undue length, some reflec<
tions on the reasonableness, the scripturalness, the adaptedness
to easy and general use of this means of grace, might with pro-
priety be appended. Why then, it may be asked, are they not
more generally welcome? 1. Because there is so little deep
interest on personal religion. 11. Because of prejudice and
pride. ni. Because of their past perversion. 1v. Because so
many who ought to attend, think, or affect to think themselves,
unworthy of this privilege. With what remorse will this neglect
be view at the close of life, and in eternity ! Kappa.

[For the Memorial.] ]
SAMPLE OF w AGED VETERAN’S MINISTRATIONS.

Mpr.Editor,—During the week past, I have had the privilege
of listening twice to the pulpit exercises of one of the fairest and
best representatives of the venerable fathers who have preceded
us in the ministry of the gospel of Christ. It may be acceptable
to some who have read witﬁ interest the late communications
upon the character and preaching of our fathers as conirasted
with those of our day, if I send you a few observations in connec-
tion with the outlines of the two discourses. This truly venera-
ble man has been preaching the gospel for about half a century.
Previous to his ministry of the word, he was a mechanic, and
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labored at his trade as a mason. He is now upwards of eighty-
six years old, and although debilitated in body, retains his early
vigor of mind, and in every way manifests maturity in the divine
life, leaving the impression on all minds that he is truly a man of
God. He has labored much as an itinerant, and his messages
have been delivered in all parts of the State, along our whole
seaboard, and thence back to the scattered dwellings of the wilder-
. ness, in the northern and northeastern sections of the State.

I see by his report 10 the Maine Missionary Society, under
whose patronage he still labors much of his time, that during five
months of the past year,—spent in Springfield, one of our back
settlements,—he ¢ preached 138 times ; made 363 family visits ;
attended four church fasts and conferences; and assisted in the
organization of one church.” This I believe is but his ordinary
diligence, as he holds himself ready to preach Christ, and to
beseech men to be reconciled unto (god, in any place and at any
time when he can find a congregation ready to hear him.

* One of the sermons to which I listened was founded upon
these words: ‘ Whosoever will, let him take the water of life
freely.” Introducing the subject by a few observations upon the
fact that this figure was often used in the Bible to represent the
abundance, the freeness, and the necessity of the gospel pro-
visions, he stated his doctrine to be, that the reason why sinners
were not converted 1o God, was, they will not come to Him. As

appears— '

1st. From the sufficiency of the atonement of Christ.

2d. From the nature and extent of the invitations and pro-
mises—to repent—{o come—to believe, &c. No one coming to
be turned empty away.

3d. From the extent of man’s natural powers. God requiring
all his heart, and no more ; according to what he hath, and not
according to what he hath not.

4th. From the office of the Spirit: to convince of sin, &c.; of
sin, because they believe not. ’

5th. From the Divine purpose of election. Here, after laying
the guilt of rejecting Christ very conclusively upon the sinner,
and leaving him no claim upon God, he justified the ways of God
in making whom he would willing, in order to fulfil his covenant
with Christ. .

His reflections upen the subject, were—

1. Man’s exceeding sinfulness.

2. The occasion of shame and self-abhorrence.

8. The encourangement and ‘duty on the part of Christians to
exercise compassion, to make exertion, and to offer continual
prayers that sinners may be persuaded to come to Christ.

4. Duty of every Christian to praise God. “Why was I
made to hear his voice ?” &c.




1846.] SAMPLE OF AN AGED VETERAN'S MINISTRATIONs, 141

His second sermon was upon these words : “ God, be mer-
ciful to me a sinner.” '

Introduction. By whom, and under what circumstances,
these words were spoken.

S}z:l;ject. I. How may we know if we offer this prayer
aright?

inswei‘, 1. When we feel the sinfulness of our hearts;
mourning over our sinfulness, and hating our sins.

2. When we renounce all self-dependence and self-righteous-
ness, and sue for mercy as criminal and justly condemned.

8. When we come to God as a holy yet sin-pardoning God.

II. What hope have we of being justified in such a case ?

1. This man went down to his house justified. Paul, John,
Earl of Rochester, all Christians have thus found peace.

S 2. God can now be just and justify sinners on account of his
on.

3. God’s infinite benevolence. He gave his Son to open the
way. C

Z God's urgent invitations, and his exceeding great promises.

Applied, 1. To penitents, who may not dare to hope. Hope
in God ! . ' : ‘

2. To impenitent sinners. The only way of justification.

3. To all: the duty of humbling ourselves, and walking hum-
bly before God.

In both of these sermons, the venerable man showed a great
deal of tenderness and concern for souls ; dwelt with fervor upon
the infinite love and compassion of God ; and insisted strongly
upon and proved clearly the perverseness and depravity of the
natural man.

The language of these sermons was familiar ; every thing
appeared methodical. A memory of ordinary power could carry
away the whole sermon, as I find I have them, though nearly a
'weeK has elapsed, and I have read much in the mean time. And
furthermore, the great essential articles of our faith were brought,
in each dliscourse, to bear upon the conscience and heart of
every hearer; and as we left the sanctuary, we felt' deeply
impressed with-a sense (not of the greatness of the man, or of
the skill of the preacher, but) of the goodness of God, the sinful-
ness of man, and the majesty and power of Bible truth; and
though the man was then out of mind, when thinking of him
afterwards, we found we loved and venerated the man, and would
{;}adly listen again to him as one who in an eminent degree loved
sod, and cared for the souls of his fellow-men—and I have
thought often since, that this is the character of the men, and the
kind of preaching, that has been so abundantly blessed of God in
reviving and extending the religion of Christ in our land.

Belfast, Me. :
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[For the Memorial.]
THE PAST AND THE PRESENT.

There are times in the history of nearly every community,
when the evil passions of men seem to gain the ascendency, when
wickedness seems to be the order of the day, when the strict
principles of virtue are reverted, and when religion itself seems
to have but little influence ; when pleasure occupies the time,
and engrosses the thoughts of the refined, and passion eats out
the substance, and debases the morals of the vulgar; when God
seems Lo give the world over to the temporary rule of the enemy,
takes off all restraint from the passions of men, that they may
learn from bitter experience, that depravity is something more
than a name to be laughed at. At such times, Christians become
secularized and worldy-minded. Finding the up-stream work of
Christian duty too difficult for their weak moral principle, they
prefer to lie upon their oars, and, for a season, float down the
easy current of the'world. Their glimmering lamps they ** hide
under a bushel,” so that, having no good works to exhibit, the
may not be too much shocked by the sight of those that are evil.
All clear. distinctions between virtue and vice are lost sight of,
and they live without alarm on that land of moral 1wilight which
borders hard upon the land of darkness. The broad line of
demarcation which had been drawn between the church and the
world is narrowed down to an almost imperceptible point, and a
curious sort of affinity takes place between the church and the
world, by which the compound is worse than either of its com-
ponent ingredients. Bad men cease to pattern after the good,
and good men either take their fashions from the bad without
alteration, or plan others of their own, after the same general
model. ,

That such a time as this has come upon us in no small mea-
sure, seems quite obvious. Witness it in the apathy which too
generally prevails among Christians, in reference to nearly every
good cause. Witness it in the almost universal scramble after
wealth ; in the efforts made to imitate the fashions and carry out
the maxims of the world, and in the almost unparalleled support
afforded to that species of amusement, which, from the earliest
days, has been placed under the ban of goodness. Knowing these
things, and not having had much experience in the ways of Pro-
vidence, many good people become disheartened, think that all
goodness is destined ere long to pass- away, and that iniquity
must every where bear sway.,

But the rising tide has its limit, and so has this tide of evil;
and as certainly as God has set his rocky barrier to restrain and
bound the one, so certainly will he say to the other, * Thus far
shalt thou come, but no farther, and here let thy proud waves be
stayed.” ,



1846.] . THE PAST AND THE PRESENT. 143

A time, not very unlike the present, came upon the churched
about the beginning of the present century. About that time,
there appeared a most alarming increase of the spirit of Infidelity.
Men of character and learning, united with'men of neither char-
acter or learning, to overturn the very foundations of Christianity.
Books were written, papers and pamphlets were circulated, and
the immense enginery of the press was brought to bear upon
the firm bulwarks of our precious faith.

Within the church itself, there was little to encourage. Divi-
sion weakened her ranks. Apathy paralyzed her efforts, and
false doctrine opened the barred gates to the entrance of the foe.
For a time it seemed as though all was lost. But a reaction came
at last. The powers of the enemy were spent, and the rallying
troops of the faithful, though few in number, violently put the
enemy to flight. Revivals sprung up all over the land. God
but lifted up his standard, and the coward hosts of Infidelity fled
before him. But this was not accomplished by miracle. Means
were employed suited to the ends secured. Books were written
in return, tracts were circulated, meetings were held in great
numbers, families were visited, and parents persuaded to take
their children out of the hands of the play actor, and the dancing
master, and place them under the care of those who would train
them—not for perdition, but for an endless life. The general
neglect of family devotion, gave place to wnorning and evening
prayers ; the sabbath was honored, and the pulpit—instead of
‘being the place where stupid dulness doled out diluted morality—
became the place where souls were converted, and trained for
heaven. Ministers waked from this slumber, and caused the
gospel trumpet to give that certain sound which tells of approach-
iLng ganger. And the resnlt was, a very general turning to the

ord.

And such, essentially, must be the course of the church now.
She must arise from the dust, purify herself from worldliness
and pride, and draw, with greater distinctness, the line which
separates her from the world. She must purify herself from her
corruptions, and mark ail her membership with the blood of a
divine consecration.. She must pass down into the furnace, that
her dross and her tin may be consumed, and the true gold brought
forth purified, stamped with the master’s image. She must come
up united to her work, no longer presenting herself as two bands,
the one, conservating all their energies to the work, always pre-
sent when good is to be done; and the other, and perhaps the
larger body, turned away and busy after gain or pleasure.

t has been well asked, how does a wise general enter upon
the battle ? Does he venture to confront the enemy with divided
ranks? With here a company, and there a regiment, and yonder
a division missing from their ranks? Should he do this, he
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might as well not enter on the fight, for certain defeat awaits
him. And shall the “children of this world be wiser than the
children of light?” Shall the old adversary,—who marshals his
troops by the legion, and who never leaves even a loop-hole
where you can put in an arrow to advantage,—be encountered
with only a handful of raw troops, with a mere section of the
great army of the faithful 7 Shall the generals be sent forth to
attack, single handed, this more than Goliath of Gath, while the
soldiery skulk in their camp, and revel among the spoils? O!
no!! no!! This will never do. The whole ynbrokén front
of the Sacramental Host, must be opposed to the enemy, and
even then the victory will not be obtained without a struggle.
Every soldier must stand in the ranks, and faithfully perform his
duty. Every officer must be an example of faithfulness and
courage to the “rank and file” of the great army, by which truth
and righteousness are to gain the conquest of the world. When
this shall be the case, we may expect that the Lord will lift up
his. fstandard; and bid them march onward, right oNwarb to the
strife. :

.But the Great Leader will not risk defeat by engaging the
great enemy while half his forces slamber. "When every eye
wakens—when every heart pants for the conflicts—when every
foot is raised and ready to go forward, and every ear waits anx-
iously for the word, tg'en will you see the banner of the Lord

" unfurled, and the cloud of his presence will lead up the tribes to
the conquest of the land, and the world. Let Christians remem-
ber, that this is that after which they must labor, and for which
they should earnestly pray. Let them remember, that every
time they pray for the conversion of the world, in effect they pray
for this ; and then let each stop a moment, and ask himself, “Am
Iready, quite ready, to go up and possess the land upon these
terms ” Do I pant for the conflict, and am I willing to pay the
price of victory ? If so, God is ready, and whenever a sufficient
number shall show this readiness, he will throw his banner to
t!xe breeze, roll backward the waves of opposition, till every hos-
tile battery is silenced, every hostile weapon grounded, and every
hostile foe throughout his wide dominion changed to a willing
friend. This he has promised, and this he will most certainly
perform. L.F.B

Portland, Maine.
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MENNO.

LIFE AND TIMES OF MENNO.

BY REV. J. NEWTON BROWN.

We this month present our readers with the portrait of a man worthy to be
held in everlasting remembrance; but of whom little is generally known.
Among the great reformers of the sixteenth century, he certainly was one of the
first order—In some respects, we do not hesitate to say, the very first. Luther,
Melancthon, Zuingle, Calvin, Knox, Cranmer, were men who displayed high
talents and virtues—men whose consecrated learning and genius shed lustre on
the cause of Truth, and gave both form and impulse to their own and after ages.
‘The world will never forget them. Their names are dear to the bosom of the
Church. Their influence as reformers will never die. But there stood one
among them whom they knew not; who was greater than they—more truly
eminent in the likeness of their common Lord.

This is not the language of ignorance, or idle paradox, much less of sectarian
bigotry. We have studied our ground. We know what we say. We have
made up our judgment deliberately, on broad Christian principles, and, we trust,
in a truly catholic spirit. Compansons are often odious ; but they are sometimes
necessary, beautifuf and edifying. A strife about the old forbidden question,
raised on worldly principles, V{’ho among us shall be greatest? we utterly reg}n-
diate. But there are other principles, fixed by our Lord himself, by which He
will judge us, and by which, if we are wise, we shall judge ourselves, and one
anoti:er. See Matt. 5: 19; 18: 4; 20: 25—28. These principles have not
always been applied in judging historical characters. Our leading church histo-
rians have not occupied the right position to do this. Their connexion with the
State has been too close to permitit. They saw not the Church through a clear
medium, or in true perspective. A beam was in theirown eye. We are grieved
to say that even such standard historians as Mosheim and Milner of the last cen-
tury, and Neander, Milman, Ranke, and D’Aubigne of this, are not exceptions
to these remarks. Highly and justly as we honor them; deeply as we are
indebted to them; much as they have done for the Truth in matters of church
history ; much as they have walked with Christ in private communion, like the
favored disciples on their way to Emmaus; yet, on this point, “ their e{es are
bolden.” For this reason, they are the historians of the present age; but not
destined to command the future. We are constrained, by our reverence for
Divine Truth, to say this. We would not injure them; God is witness. We
willingly sit at their feet. From our very heart we bless God for them. But the
time is come—here in a land of religious freedom, if not elsewhere—to apply Christian
principles in their full extent to the study of history, and to our uﬁmJtJudmm-
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ters of history. Our great Master requires this at our hands. It is the special
mission of our age. Posterity claims it of us. Cost what it may, we must gird
ourselves to this great task. ithout it we cannot meet the fearful crisis before
us. We cannot wage successful war against polished scepticism, consolidated
superstition, and the crushing coalitions of secular power. Our age is eminently
historical. All practical questions are tried by historical tests ; and the horoscope
of the future is cast from historical data. There is much to hope from this ten-
dency; and something to fear. A reconstruction of the Christian Church is
called for, on a historical basis; it will certainly be attempted; but are we pre-
ﬁa.red forit? We speak not of Puseyism, which is fast seeking its true centre,
ome. But we speak of the great movements towards Evangelical Union,
which are visible on every side. %rn view of these it is, we sdy now with special
emphasis, that Church History must be rewritten. For the reason already assigned,
it should be done here. Ample materials are here. All that is wanted is the
man, of competent intelligence, a clear and thorough comprehension of princi-
¥les, a calm and Christian independence in applying them to well authenticated
acts, and a moderate share of artistical skill in arranging and presenting these
facts to the public eye. The man who by the help of God, shall do this great
work for God, and for the Church of God, shall be the honored historian known
and read of all future ages—the radiant lens, through which the collected light of
the great Past shall stream upon the living Present, to illumine, guide, and cheer.
Then shall man feel truly the profound sentiment, that “ God is in History.”

We hope to be forgiven this digression—if it be a digression. Even the brief
notice which our limits allow, of the Life, Times, and Character of Menno, could
hardly be complete without it. To the life of no great man, are these reflections
more pertinent. No historian of his times has done him any thing like full and
even-handed justice. Mosheim abounds in the false coloring which deforms the
fine features of truth. Posterity will marvel to perceive how slowly the Church
has recognized the noblest reformer of the sixteenth century. Even those who
most fully sympathize with his position and distinguishing principles, have passed
him by with the coldness of strangers. Dr. Cox, in his elaborate Life of Melanc-
thon, we believe, does not once mention him. Neither does Mr. Jones, in his
History of the Church. But this only proves more clearly how litle Menno
had to hope for from man; how entirely he had to commit himself to God. And
the God for whom he gave up all on earth, will a hundred fold reward him. His
. immortality 8 sure. His praise is yet to come. There are deep warnings in

those words of Christ, “ So the last shall be first,and the first last.”

Every reformer must be estimated by the nobleness and purity of his princi-
les.—those which he holds in common with others, as well as those which he
olds in distinction from them; by the freedom of mind with which he examined

and embraced them, as well as the firmness of spirit with which he avowed and
maintained them; by the consistency with which he carried them out in his own
practice, and the zeal with which he sought to spread them through society ; by
the nature and degree of the resistance he encountered, and by the measure and
means of his success. These principles being self-evident, we have only to
request our readers to bear them steadily in mind while we trace the following
sketch of the great Dutch Reformer.

As Baptists, also, Menno has special claims upon our regard. To be a Bap-
tist in the United States, in 1846, it is true, may cost little and prove little. To
become one, after being bred otherwise, and bound by ties of endearing associa-
tion to a different communion, costs more, and proves more; as the mental
agony of a Judson, and many others, may testify. But to become a Baptist in
Europe, in 1536, was more than this. 'lro pass, like the other great reformers,
from the bosom of Rome to the banners of reform, even though men of letters,
magistrates, and princes were gathering there, cost much; but to be compelled
by conviction clear and irresistible, founded on the word of God, to go stll far-
ther and beyond them—beyond Luther, beyond Zuingle, beyond Calvin himself;
to stand alone, as none of them ever did; or worse still, to be identified with a
“ plebeian sect,” scattered and peeled and calumniated as no other ever was, the
scorn and horror of all living Christendom, condemned and persecuted unto
death by both Papists and Protestants without exception; to wear out a whole
life in labors and perils and privations of all sorts, with the absolute certainty of
no earthly recompense ; to thirst for sympathy with the whole evangelical body of
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the reformed, and to be repelled from all approach and consolation—because * in
this century,” says Dr. Mosheim, ¢ the simple denial of infant baptism, and con-
sequent baptism of all on believing, were looked upon as flagitious and intolera-
ble heresies :” this was the case of Menno—this was his sore agony—his severe
but sublime probation. Yet for Christ's sake he bore it, and bore it meekly.
He was faithlgll unto death. The facts we shall present, will speak for them-
selves. They are well authenticated facts. This thing was not done in a corner.
Northern Continental Europe, from the German Ocean to the Gulf of Finland.
was the broad theatre of his apostolic life and labors. Their holy fruits were
sealed by the blood of innumerable, joyful martyrs. And to this day mach of that
fruit remains, though not in all its early purity. Not less than one thousand
churches of professed saints in Europe and America, at this moment, bear his
name. Though insome E?ints degenerate, they are still sound in fundamentals.
The{ belong to Christ. They belong also to the great Baptist family, and should
be claimed by us, and reclaimed, as brethren.*

Friesland, the native soil of Menno, is the most northerly province of the Nether-
lands. It was the original seat of the oldest and bravest tribe of Germans men-
tioned by Casar—a tribe of the pure Saxon blood—the first in freedom, industry,
patience, economy, and commercial enterprize—the true fountain of our English
and American civilization. Then, the country was the poorest on earth—an
immense morass, inundated daily by the sea ; now it is the garden of Europe—the
noblest triumph of man over nature. By ages of persevering toil, it has been
won from the waves of the ocean—diked, drained, defended, cultivated, enriched,
and beautified ;—the finest type of what the moral world will yet be under the
reclaiming power of Christianity, perseveringly applied. Here Menno was
born, in the village of Witmarsum, near Bolswert, in 1505.

Of his parentage and education we know nothing. No University then existed
in the Netherlands. But his subsequent reputation as a learned Romish preacher
and disputant, suggests the possibility that he was a graduate of Heidel erg, or
Friburg. Leipsic might have been shut against him, in consequence of the
struggles between the house of Saxony and Friesland, whose citizens guarded
their ancient liberties with hereditary valor. Even their subsequent submission
to Charles V. was with the reservation of these. They gloried in the name qf
freemen. Romanism was established legally among them in the ninth century ;
but they never yielded, like others, fully to the power of Rome. They did not
pay tithes. They forced their priests to marry; saying, * that the man who had
no wife, necessarily sought the wife of another.” ey acknowledged no eccle-
siastical decree, if secular judges, double the number of the priests, did not concur in
its origin. Great numbers of the persecuted Waldensian Baptists had found
refuge among them, for four centuries before the birth of Menno, and were
among their most valuable and industrious citizens. These had hailed with joy
the labors of Wesselus, Faber, Erasmus, Reuchlin, and other learned men, in
ex&osing the corruptions of Rome ; and were emboldened to exert themselves in
diffusing “a still purer religious knowledge,” years ¢before the nmame of
Luther was heard of as a reformer.” Had they possessed adequate learning
(says a recent high authority in Holland?, “ from their communion would have
arisen,and that much earlier than it did, all the li