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INUTES

or 'r}m

BETHEL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

SATURDAY, August 11thy 1804,

T HE introductory sermon was pmched agreeably to appointment, by Bro.
ther Lewis Rector, from St. John xviii. 36. ¢« My Kingdom is not of this World"” -
2 Letters from thirty churches were read, and the names of their messengers enrolled.’
8 Chose Brother Richard Shackelford, moderator, and Brother Samuel Eccles, clerk.
" 4 Chose Brothren Shackelford, RooLer, Eccles, Rnowland and Eddins, to be a
* eommittee toarrange the business of the association Adjourned 'till Monday 9 o’clock.
", 5 The Sabbath, as usual, was employed in the exercises of public worship; six
sermons were delivered to a very numerous congnganon, in two divisions at a conve-
- nient distance from each other.
MONDAY, 13th, 9 o’clock, A. lf .me¢ gccording to adjourament.

6 Invited the miistering bréethren present, of our own and other denominations,
to take a seat with us. . A

7 Nine churches petitioned for admission into our union ; namelv, one on Dry
" creek, Edgefield district, constituted of members from Cloud’s creeb. ;—one on Dean
swamp, Orangeburgh district, under the pastoral care of Brother fsaac Dubose, con-
stituted of members from the Upper Three Runs church ; one called Union, in Union
* district, under rae pastoral care of Brother John Putman, consticuted of members prin-
cipally from Padget’s creek, and Fairforest, the 29th of October Jast; one cailed An-
noctL Edgenela district, constituted the 20th January last, of members from Horn' s
creek ; one called Good-Hope, Edgeneld district, constituted the 4th of last Febru-
ary, of members from Redbank, Cambridge, Little Stephin’s creek and Bethel
churches; one called Holly Spring, Spartanburgh district, coustituted of members
from Bcth]chem charch ; one called Head Cegdar Shoal, constituted of members from -
Fadget’s creel; one ca.lled Green Pond, Spnnanburgh dlStl‘lCT and one by the name
of Newhope, constitutea of members from Padget's creek: All of w hich upon satis-
faction being obtained of their faith and order were cordially received.  Also, mes.
sengers with a Yetter presented themselves from a church under the care of Mr. Elias
Mitchel, ‘who had dissented sometime back from thg, Seven-day Baprists, but still
retaining part of their ceremonies in the administratioMof the ordinance of baptism ;
and their minister having been ordained by ministers of their former persuasion, con-
cluded for the present not to receive them, but advise them to call a presbytery of
ministers of our otder, to assist in regulating ihem according to the order of our
churches.

8 Received a letter and minutes from the Saluda Association, by their messeng'et
Brother Moses Holland—From the Neuse Association, a letter and minutes—From
the Georgia Association, a letter and minutes, by Brothier Enoch Broziel, their mes-
-senger—From the Broad River Association, a letter and minutes, by their messenger
Brother George Bruton—From the Hephzibah Association, a letter and minutes, by
Brother Henry Hand, their messenger—From the Sarepta Assaciation, a letter and
minutes, by their messenger, Brother Frederick Crouder  Minutes were received

. from the Charleston Association, forwarded by Doctor Frman  The letters and
minutes above mentioned. were read and gave general satisfaction,

9 Reccived and read, the Circular Ad“1ess of the general committee of correspon.
dence appointed by the Philadelphia Baptist Association ; requesting information with
respect to the origin, growth, Xc. of associations and ‘churches of our order, and
whatever other information may be deemed worthy of communicating—Therefcre,
appointed Brethren Putman, Shackelford, Palmer, Lilly, and Joseph Woodruff, and
-the committee of correspondenck, to collect materials in order that we may take a
:general view of our own h:story; for our own, and the information of others; to be
laid before us at our next assmla!lon ; thpt we may complv with the tequest in the

« above mentioned address.
- 10 Query from : andy River church. Are we 10 observe the duty of washing of
_ feet in connexion with the communion ? And from Derbin’s Creek church——W hether
the washmg of feet was nuummd us an ordnwxce to be obsem:d by mmhuen of the
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gospei only, or by christians in general, and whethex it is a duty which ought strictly
to be observed? Answer. We find in sacred writ, ':I_th Jesus ‘Ghrist, in the same -

- night which he instituted the supper, did wash the Disciples’ feet, and told them
that he had given them an example, that they should do to one another, as he had

~ done unto them 'We find ne command as-to the partjcular time of practising this
beau iful example of humnility, nor penalty annexed to the omission of it. Therefore
we recommend the churches to search the scriptures for instruction, and to act dis-
cretionally in the case T :

11 Query from Cloud's creek charch. Is it agreeable to the scriptures for a man

_avpointed by a church as a deacon, to actin thar oilice before ke is ordainad, ornot?
Answered in the negative. : .

12 Query from Enoree church. Does the general-tenor of the word of God, hold

forth, that preachers of the gospel should be learned men?  Answer. We dn not-
- conceite that the essence of a minister’s qualifications consists in what is generally

called human learning ; yet, we would recommend the lawful pursuit of it, to all cur
" ministering brethren, according to the direction of St. Paul to Timothy. i. Tim iv.
13.and ii. Tim. §i. 5. - S ‘ )

13. Query from Salem Church. Suppose 2 menber of a church get a letter of dis-
mission. and live for several years in the vicinity of an orderly church of our union,
and refuse to join, can such a persoa be'looked upon as an orderly person? Answered
in the negative. ‘ N . : ~

14 Query from Philadelphia church. -Would it be constitutional or expedient for
a church to call 2 minister, belonging to another association, as a supply, or to rake
their pastoral care, without first applying to the association to whick such a minister

" . belongs? Answer. We think a minister must become a member of 2 church, in or-

der to become regularly their pastor ; yet, we think churches are free to call what
ministers they please as r iplies. ] :

15 Appointed the foi.owing brethren to write to corresponding associations ;——
Rooker to the N -use, Eddins to the Georgia, and. tobe our messenger; Rector tothe
Broad River, Shackelford and Greer the messengers ; Samuel Marsh to the Hephzi-
bah, Delaughter to be our messenger; Henry King to the Sarepta, Palnier and Reu-
ben Kelley the messengers; Rowland to the Charleston, Eccles and M:Creary to
be our messengers. Adjourned ’till to-morrow morning. -

. TUESDAY, 14th, met according to adjournment.

16 Query from Hopewgll church. What is to be done with a minister or member
of our order, who joins himself to and associates with a masonic lodge ! Answeu,
We recommend to the church or churhes so aggrieved, gently to admonish such a
member to withdraw from such society ; if he refuse, then we think the church may
» deal with him according to the discipline of the gospel; yet, we recommend tender-
.ness and caution, :

. " 17 By request from Upper Duncan’s creek church, we publish the excommunica-
» tion of a certain Lewis Hunt, who has been legally expelled from said church, and
_ who is endeavoring to impose upon pecple in the. character of a preacher; therefore
~ we warn our churches and members that they show him no countenance. L
18 Ajponted as supplies, for Little River. Brethren Arthuor Williams and Benja-
amin Noatheutt';- for Sandy River, Hosea Holcomb, Robert M¢Creary and Jeremiah
. Burus -y artend discretionally.
19 B. the :2quest from Philadelphia, we alter the time of our Association to the
Saturia. before the first Sabbath in October, in every year

20 Tne letiers to the corresponding associations, were brought forward, read and .

approved, the circular letter was also vead and received. =~ .

21 Appointad brother Eccles to write the Circular letter for next year, and agree

that he be a: libert * to choose his own subject. ' -

22 Agrecd that our next meeting,of association be at Fellowship Meeting-House
_near Cambridge, on Saturday before the first Sabbath in October 1805.  Brother
-Henry King to preach the sérmon ; in case of failure Brother Shackelford.

23 Collected the money for printing the Minutes, and appointed Brother Lilly to
. superintend the business, T : ‘

24 Agreed that this association acknowledge with thankfulness theliberality of Mr.
- George F. Randolph, printer in Augusta, in presenting them with between 2 and 300
“icopies of the last year’s Minuzes, neatly exccuted on'good paper, © . -~ . '
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- m,?,_,m OF THE CHURCHES. .

MNN?N%.HNM ?Sbhw.w khh IN CAPITALS, LICENSED PREACHERS IN SMALL CAPITALS...YHOSE MARKED ﬂ.%h. WERE
NOT whhmh.ﬂ T.
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~ 'CHURCHES. MINISTERS AND MESSENGERS. FRERIB R 3% M 3| i%
 FAIRFOREST, Joshua Wilburn, ‘Willis Walker, 5 23] o2 s| 1}192 15
PADGET's CREEK, wnwwf“w M.__awwa HSOK&.m GREER, wosea :ornoz-. JjeR: 8l 17| 275 il 1 3| 246! 3
PACOLET, Robert Ellior, William Smith, rR1cxeTsoN B 6] 6 7 1 49: 1.
Eprrx puNCAN's cazrx, JOSHUA PALMER, REUBEN KELLEY, Roger Brown. 12| 1] of 1] 9] -ofsor) 4
L. DUNCAN’s Crsxk, >M.mnm0wwow. u%oow wvcmom. John Casey, HENRY ROWLAND.” 3 8 21 2 73; 110
y HARD —m>ONWFMOwU uOﬁZ ROWLAND, Joseph & ¢
BETHEL, Woodruff, Robert Page. . ' Y 36l 8l 15 4] 44 410) 6
SANDY RIVER, uorno.co:u Uannv. Winburn. - 6 1} 36} * _ ,.w.u.u 1 -
A : JOHN COLE,* Charles 0:3: >.§2 How ¢, James Teague, 4
BUSH RIVER, Chartes Crowe, . ’ mc :— 8 2l 1} 9 5| 2| %0} &
LITTLE RIVER, ~ Kedar Gant, James Smith. _ R 1 9§ - 6] 3| n}rEr
ENOREE; <~ - " Barber Hancock, John Clark, ;nou §zo o ,..J, A s{ 1 ‘1] ‘1] 8 AR
ROCKEY CREEK, No return—their number stands as last year. C 281 -
TURKEY CREEK,  Robert Flgin, Michael M‘Gehe, BENJ. NORTHCUTT * 1 1 2] 48] 1,
CLOUD’s CREEK, Richard Yarbrough, lsaac Crouch, THOMAS DELOACH.* 54{ 6] 55 2] 95| 1
CATAWBA,  Maddox Dyspn, Valentine Horsley, DAVIS COLLINS.* | 6 1 1} 1} s6112s
SUGAR CREEK, JOHN ROOKER, William M Kenny, sENNET WoOD.* 6 1 : 1 1] 50} 1 50
POPLAR SPRING,  Benjamin Neighbours, William Williams. 2 vl 2 0
CAMBRIDGE, ROBERT MARSH, Thomas Siattworth, DAVID H.nrr.w..- 31 G 6 1 41 7111 2
z:..r CREEK, CHESLEY U><Hm ‘JOHN wOFQM’- 2 5 2 - 2] 531170
LritTre Sreruen's Crk. HENRY KING, WILLIAM EDDINS, .Hrnomrécu Goodwin. 381 16 5 5 5 1] 134} 2 -
PROVIDENCE, - Micajah Poole, ARTHUR WILLIAMS." 7y 10 1 - 41" 21 9| 150
231 89 463] 12| 58} 3013295 mm..@w,,
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STATE OF THE CHURCHES.

(CONTINUED)
CHURCHES. zmduw.ﬁm.wm >ZU ZMmmmZOmwm

R S . ,ui.?q.m.smz.ﬂ WWOCO:.«. FOR .<>WU

‘BATHABARA, . HENRY HITT, John n»&n?

RED BANK, Davis Pitts, -

HOPEWELL, SAMUEL ECCI. mm. w.:scnr M'CREARY.

BRUSHY CREEE, - LEWIS RECTOR, TYRE GLEN, woﬂoEo: :on:rcnrun

SALEM, = James Riley, John Havird. :

SILOAM, T Yo return—heir number stends as ﬂpmﬂ year."

wm&mgquﬁ AUGUSTINE CLAYTON, uovu Orw@ﬁw:. uﬂ:on Onoo_r

LITTLE N.dmﬁ ; 2 ) David M Graw, Jonn May. -

HORN s CREEK, SAMUEL MARSH, Saml <<..Lr9. ._E.. uomz ux ANDRUM *

BIG STEPHREN's Crk. GEO.DELAUGHTER Willis a<rw;n<~m.u:_.mm> uubm.zcwm- -

PHILADELPHIA, ‘Thomas Reese, Elisha Smith,

DERBIN’s CREEK, THOMAS GOODWIN, SAMUEL BROWXN,

LITTLE Sindy River,  No return—iheir number stands as last year. .

NEWHOPE. -SPENCER‘BOBO, Mordicai Chandler, NATH’ x LANGSTON"
GREEN POND, u ohn Westmorland, John Durham:

""HEAD Odv.ﬁw SHOAL, 5 ‘Spencer Calvers, Horb Smith.

HOLLY SPRING; JAMES RIDEINGS, Gowen Clayton,

GOOD HOPE, "Joseph Morris, .P?.vrwa Raley.

ANTIOCH, . Barkley Martin, Beujamin Harry, jun. wwz.u mb.mwww‘ sen.?
UNION, JOHN PUTMAN, Elisha Bond = - .

DEAN w€>zme ISAAC DUBOSE, Jonathog Cortney.

DRY CREEK, Levi N.:.En:a. m.npsnﬁ a<w—r2..

Tucrease .E.E u.nﬁ. A4 " Total

¥ Baptized.
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... CIRCULAR LETTER, .

. Taken ﬁ'om the Northhampitonshire Eajxtt‘st .;la.cpciqrion,' conuened at Oakham,

June 2nd, 1801 ; ewhich we the Ministers und Messengera of the Bethel -
Bapist Association, assembled at Bethel Meeting-Houat, Auguat 1Ay

1804, take the liberty so borrew. L .
7 ;!
' _—-‘i'.t-@!lf-b-—-

BELOVED BRETHREN,

OUR annual interview has been attended with peace and harmony,
and our hearts have been made to rejoice to find that the work of

the Lord is still going on.—Being desirous of promoting not only your ',

edification more immediately, but also the spiritual improvement of

those who form a part of your public assemblies ; we this year present '

you with a few considerations intended as A PERSUASIVE TO CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP.

There are in all our congregations a number of individuals, *who ap-
~ pear in a judgment of charity, to hare received the Truth in love, and
whose conduct in other respects is such as becometh the Gospel, but
who live in the habitual neglect of its positive institutions. For real or
avowed unbelievers to do this, would occasion no surprise ; but that
those, who profess to love our Lord Jesus Christ, and who cherish the
Hope of eternal life through him, should thus scem to disregard his au-

thority, is not a little- surprising, and may well be considered as one of -

the peculiarities of the present stute of religion amongstus.  Nothing of
this kind appeared in the times of the Apostles. Converts to christiani-
ty were recognized by an open profession of the name of Christ; and ad-
mission to the fellowship of the Church. The zeal and ardor of prima-
tive believers, admitted of no hesitation or de¢lay : They never stopped

to enquire how little they might do for Christ, and yet go to Heaven ;

nor thought of reckoning this or the other ordinance not essential to sal-
vation : But, burning with love to the Redeemer, and zeal for his right-
eous cause, they made haste, and delayed not to kcep his command-
ments. No soonér was Saul converted, than he assayed to join himself
to the disciples.  Anticipating the pleasure that would result from an
" obedience to the divine cominand, and desirous of being numbered a-
mongst the followers of the lamb.  The Eunuch, on belicving that Je-
sus was the son of God, exclaimed with an agreeable surprise, sce, here

1s water ! What doth hinder me to be baptized, the Philipian Taylor, .

believing in God, with all his house, was baptized, he and all his streight

way, even the same hour of the night in which Faul had spoken to them’

the word of the Lord. When the Samaritans believed Philip, preach-
ing the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus
Christ, they were baptized both men and women. In those times, as
many as gladly received the word, were baptized, and cortinued sted-
fest in the apostles doctrines and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
* and in prayers. But how different is' all this, from the reluctance and
supineness of professors in later times, who seem glad of any plea taat
mdy exempt them from obligation, or extenuate their remissness in res-
~ pect to an open profession of the name of Christ, and a practical sub-
visible state of christianity, we are led to, enquire the cause ; and, as a
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“means of correcting se prevailing an evil, to point out the importance of
" Gospel fellowship as binding upon the followers of Christ. .

* First, let us enquire the reasons why those, who profess to believe in
" Chyist for salvation, appeary nevertheless, to live in the neglect of Chris-
tian fellowships It will be readlly apprehended, that by fellowship in
 the gospcl, something more is meant than a friendly intercourse with
" individual Christians, or a stated attendance on the solemnities of the
. Sabbath ; that it relates to that state of union peculiar to christian soci-
" ety, which includes a public profession of -the name of Christ, and a so-
lemn engagement to walk together in all his. commandments and ordi-
* nances blameless. It is the neglect of these important duties that we-
complain, and would now attempt to suggeat a few hints tending to re-
move the impediments which may lie in the way. There may be some
‘" amongst us, who, while their general conduct is such as entitles them
" to some respect, are, nevertheless, conscious of living in some known
sin, and who may therefore, feel it necessary to decline any immediate
. connexion with the Church of God. Certainly where this is the case,’
we do not solicit any society ; but would rather exhort such persons to
confess and forsake their sins, that they may find mercy. ‘The fellow-
ship of Christians is of a holy nature : It is a fcllowship with the Father
and his Son Jesus Christ : They have intefcourse with God as the moral
governor of the world, through Jesus Christ the mediator ; their object.
is to carry on the cause of truth and righteousness, to promote the Redeem-
er's glory, and mutually to labor after a conformity to his will ; bat it will’
be impossible to enter into these designy or contribute to thelr accom-

plishmeat, if sin have the dominion over us. THere may be much ci- -

vility, and many expressions of friendship; but where purity of heart,
~ and nearness to God are not carefully mamtamed, there would be none

-of that Christian tenderness, oneness of spirit, holy freedom and bro-
therly affection, in which the communion of saints so much consists.—
If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the bloc * of Jesus Christ his Son, cleanseth us from-

all sin. Living in sin theretore, or having sinned and not repented, not

only disqualifies us for the fellowshin of Christians on earth, but also

renders us unmect to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. .
Some, though not living in any known or positive evil, may think,

_ nevertheless, that a relation to the Church of God, would lay them un- -

der greater obligations to a strict and holy life, than they wish to take

upon them ; and hence, prefer a state of freedom from such restraints. -

It is allowed that such a connexion does indeed imply the most sacred
of all engagements: We covenant to be the Lord’s; renouncing all o-
“ther Lords who have had dominion over us, we imake mention only of
“hisname. Having named the name of Christ, we are required to de<
_ partfrom all iniquity. Having sworn, we are bound to perform it, that
- we will keep his rivhteous judgments. And is it indeed an object of
.dread to be boun. to Christ -and his service, by a solemn surrender of
ourselves tobim? I7 there be any among us who are of this opinion, we
do notimmediately invite them to our fellowship ; but would rather urge
them to enquire, whether their hearts be right in the sight of God ! The
obligation to universal holiness, though it is directly acknowledged, and’
ina sense confirmed by an open profession of the name of Christ, yetit.

]
'
|
1

does not depend upon any such engagement on our part. Christ’s ser- - -

vice is not a matter of discretion. . Whatever we are, or whatever we
_~ profess tobe, our obhgauon is radncally the same. . -
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1T may be pleaded by others, that Church-fellowship is not ess=ntial to
salvation, and that, therefore, we may go to Heaven withoutit.  Pesitive
institutions are not, indeed, so essential to salvation, as that it would not in
any case be obtairied without them ; but it does not follow, that there-
fore, they are in no case necessary tosalvation. We are sure that living
in known sin would exclude us from the kingdom of Heaven ; and, for
aught we know, living in the neglect of known duty, may do the same.—
And ifit be true, that Christ becomes the auther of eternal salvation to all
them who obey him, a disobedience to his cr mmands may exclude us
from an interest in his salvation, as well as a rejection of his truth.  But
if it were otherwise, and supposing we might go to Heaven without at-
tending to Church-ordinances, yet what a principle of selfishness does it
. discover ! What a disregard for the authority of Jcsus; what a want of
love to him, and zeal for his glory, ‘to live in the neglect of known duty, on
the presumption that our own salvation may not be endangered by it: Is
- it lovely, isit worthy of a child and servant of God thus toact? It might
suit a professor whose religion is nothing but selfishness ; but let such -
remember that, they have not the love of God in them: For thisis the
love of God that we keep his commandments. _ ~-r
It is tobe feared that some are kept from a public profession of Christ -
by more worldly motives. They have some flattering prospects in life,
and their temporal interest would suffer by it.  They have relations and
- friends who feel averse to religion, and would be offended at their openly
professing it. The fear of being disinherited, or sustaining loss in their
worldly circumstances, induces some persons to conceal their principles,
in hope that some future opportunity may be more favorable to their
avowal, without subjecting them to temporal inconveniences But this
" temporising with religion, and treating it as a subordinate concern, is of
' serious importance ; it implies a practical denial of Christ before men,
and will, we fear, expose the party, if he dies without repentance for it, to
a being denied by Christ before the Father anotherday. Lord, said one,
I will follow thee ; but let me first go and bury my father—Let me first -
go and bid them farewel who are at home, says another. Jesus answer-
ed, let the dead bury their dead ;—follow thou me-=No man having put
his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.
The dread of reproach is the occasion of preventing soine from follow-
ing the Lord more fully. A general and loose profession of the Christihn
~ name is common enough, and to take up with a worldly religion, attaches
.. NO stigma to its professors ; but to enterinto the spirit of the Gospel, to
*- come out from amongst the common herd of nominal Christians, to be
seperate, to follow the Lord fully, and to keep bis ordinances as they were
delivered, will subject us to the charge of singularity, and that notonly
" from the grossly immoral, but also from the devout and honorable. but
-shall we, therefore, be ashamed of Christ before men, and withhold our-
selves from the communion of such as are walking in all the comniand-
ments and ordinances of the Lord blameless ! Ifany man be ashamed of
“me and of my words, saith our Lord, of him will I be ashamed before my
Father and his holy Angels. Ratherlet us go forth unto him without the
camp, bearing his reproach : And if this is to be vile, lct us be stilkmore
vile. He who would please the world, and accommodate his religion to
th¢ prevailing taste, undertakes more than he can perform, if he would
_be the servant of Christ, - : .
' “% & s » + ¢+ e.Tathfulfound -
Amongst the faithles« 'o_nly‘l;e'a e Lo~
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Among innumerable false, unmov'd, . -~ <
Unshaken, unseduc’d, unterrifi'd, : :
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal:

Nor number, nor example with him wrought

To swerve from truth.” 2 MILTON,

Others may be deferring an attendaxce on divine ordinances ‘till they
receive some particular impiessions, to convince of theirduty. They
think it right for those who love Christ,to own and follow him ; and are
willing to be considered as his friends, only they are waiting at the Pool
for the moving of the waters, in hopes of receiving some kind of extraor-
dinary intimations of the divine will, respecting their immediate duty.—
Many persons appear to be looking for sonicthing of this sort, and be-
cause they go without it from time to time, conclude it is the mind of

 God that they should not comply with his ordinances ; at least, that they

should not comply with them at present. It isallowed, indeed, that im-_

. Ppressions are desirable, provided, that it be truth or duty that is impress-
ed; otherwise, they deserve no regard : But let these be as desirable as
they may, the want of them can never justify our living in the neglect of

b .
known duty. Nor are they at all adapted to shew us what is duty, but
"~ merely to excite to the performance of what may be proved to be duty
- without them. * If the want of such impressions, or of such a state of
~_.mind, as we are wishing for in a state of inactivity, would excuse us in
~ the neglect of Church-fellowship, they would also excuse us in the neglect
. of other religious duties.  But these pleas are highly delusive, and serve
" only to discover our want of love and zeal in the cause of Christ.  Natural
timidity appears to beset some, and keeps them back from the open pro-
fession of the name of Christ. They feel it desirable to own Christ be-
fore men, and are convinced of their obligation so to do ; but are deterred
by the publicity of such an engagement, and imagine themselves unable
.. to make a good confession before so many witnesses. The natural dif-
: - fidence of some pecrsons may, indeed, render this very formidable ; but
it should be remembered, that to gain some advantage, or avoid some in-
convenience in worldly affairs, such objections.are gencrally overcome :
And why should they be deemed insuperable in a matter of far greater
importance ! Our strength is small indeed, if we faint here. What
+ should we do in times of persecution, when called to confess Christ at
- the peril of our lives ? Our blessed Lord openly avowed our cause in the
. face of denger: He neither failed, nor was discouraged ; but endured the
i cross, despising the shame. Cold, indeed, must our hearts be towards
him, if we can suffer a few imaginary difficulties to hinder us from own-
ing his righteous cause !—Finally, some are deterred from a compliance
with this duty by a fear lest they should not te proper subjects.—It is not
owing to any dislike to the ways of the Lord, nor indifference to the
glory of Christ, that some amongst us are living in the omission of his
; ordinances : They rcgularly attend on all the other means of grace, ma-

nifest good will to the Redeemer’s cause, join in social prayer for its
prosperity, and are lovers of good men; but fear they are not qualified
to fill up a place in the Cristian-church. The doubts which they enter-
tain of their own personal religion, the supposition that some eminent
endowments and a iarger degree of Christian experience are necessary
to such a connexion, together with the fear of deceiving others, and being
themselves deceived, not only excuse them in their own account from a
public profession, but appear to justify and commend themin such a line
~of conduct.  'We do not wish to persuade any person to profess that of
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which heis not conscious. Butif it be, indeed, a matter of doubt whe- .
ther they be true Christians, we may he allowed to express our surprize
“that they in general discover so little concern about that all-importunt
question. ‘Tobe walking in such darkness as not to know whither we are
going, is far from being dcsirable ; and, if we have any proper sense of
things, it must be very painful. And if it is reallv a matter of doubt
whether you be a believer ‘or an unbeliever 3 a firiend to Christ, or an
enemy ; whether from your neart you wish well, or illy to his kingdorn
in the world ; whether your soul unites with those who love him, or with
those who love him not? Kemember this, that there is no neutrality in
thiscase : [le, that is not with me, isagainst me: Aad, he, that gather-
cth not with me, scattereth abroad. We arc cither Christ’s {riends, or
his enemies ; believers, 6r unbelievers. We either embrace the Gospel,
or reject it ; would choose Christ and Heaven for our portion, if we
might have our choice, or the present world : And we have only to de-
cide which. In other cases we are not at aloss in judging who, or what
we love, and habitually prefer; nor in determining whose side we are of
or to whose interest we feel attached.  If our heart be not with Jesus, by
no means let us give him our hand, nor betray him with a kiss: Dut if
it be, even though we may not enhjoy the comforts of religion in so great
a degree’ as some other Christians, it becomes us, nevertheless, to ex--
press it by an open profession of his name. Ify with the heart, we be-
lieve unto righteousness, lct us make confession with the mouth unto
salvation.

Secondly—We proceed to point out the importance of Christian-fel-
lowship, as binding upon the followers of Christ.

If there were no other considerations to induce us to give up ourselves
to @ Christian-church, the requirements of our Lord and Saviour ought
to be deemed sufficient. Those who pay nc practical regard to this duty,
generally live in the neglect of the ordinance of Baptism, which Jesus
declared was becoming him and his followers ; and also, of the supper,
which he enjoined upon us when taking leave of the world.  The tender-
ness of this his dying request, ought to overwhelm all hesitation, and
confound the very idea of delay. Thut a sinner should ask to be re-
membered of the Saviour is nothing surprising ; for if be forget us, we
are entirely undone.  But that the Lord of glory should ask to be remem-
bered,and remembered as dymg for us, is kind and condescending beyond
expression. He who can deny such a request, must surely be at a loss
to prove himself the friend of Christ: Ye are my friends, if ye do what-
soever I command you.

- The importance which attaches to individual Christians in uniting with

Churches, must bear some proportion to the importance of the existence
- of those Churches ; for, if it be a matter of small account for any one
Christian to unite in fellowship, it may be the sume for another, and so
for all; which is the same thing as supposing it to be a matter of little
consequence whether there be any Christian-church in the world. But
christian society seems to be no less essential in carrying on the interest
of Christ, than hutnan society is for promoting the interest of men, and
even ior preserving alive a posterity upon the earth.  Where do we or-
dinarily see the work of convertion carried on, but where a C hristian-
church is established, or where the word and ordinances are administer-
ed? When Christ ascended upon high, he gave gifts to men; and
‘wherefore ? That the Lord God might dwell among men. It is under a
social character that Christians are denominated the house or temple of
God, in whu:h he desxgns to dwcll where lus buuty is beheld, and where
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we enquire after truth. It isthe body of Christ, which being fitly joined
“together, and compacted by that which every joint supplieth according
“to the effectual working of the mcasure of every part, maketh increasd
unto the edifying itself in love—The golden candlesticks, hy which the
light of truth and holiness is exhibited to the world, among which our
great high Priest condescends to walk—And the dwelling places, and as-

. eemblies of Mount-Zion, on which JEnovax, as our Israelin the wilder-
ness, has created a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining ot a flaming
fire by night; covering their glory with his defence. The natural in-
ference from these representations is, that if we bave any regard for the

" interest of Christ, or any desire for walking in fellowship with him, we
should surrender ourseives up to him, and to the fellowship of Saints ac-
.cording to hiswill. If we would find the shepherd, we must go forth
by the footsteps 'of the flock. ' ' _
From the first creation of man upon earth, it was’ judged by-his be-

. nevolent Creator, not good that he should be alone ; and as the state of
society advanced, its advantages were fclt and acknowledged. Two
(saith the wise man) arc better than one; because they have a good re-
‘ward -for theirlabor. Yor if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow; but
woe to him that is alone when he falleth ; for he hath not another to

help him up. And if two lie together, then-they have heat : but howcan -

one be warmalone?! And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand
him ; and a threefold cord is not easily broken. These, and many more
such considerations, which recommend society in general, apply with °
peculiar force to religious society. It is this which sweetens duty, aids
our recovery when fallen, excitcs warm and gracious affections, and
strengthens our hands to repel the temptations of an evil world. We
- doubt not but that there are godly individuals scattered up and dowr in the
world, who have little or no opportunity of enjoying the fellowship of
saints : but it is seldom known that such persons arrive to any consider-
able eminence in spirituality or usefulnesé. "The eye or the hand is sin-
gularly useful in the body: but if separated, it would be otherwise.
The most honorable member cannot say to the least honorable, and still
Jess to the body, I have no need of thee. And those who are lawtully
prevented, suffer for the want of Christian-fellowship, what may be ex-
pected of those who voluntarily neglectit? 1f the Lord in his providence
-call us to walk alone, we may hope that he will, at least in some mea-
_sure, make up the loss of public means by a greater blessing on private
.opes : but if the former be slighted, he will assuredly withdraw his bless-
- ing from the latter. :
- The neglect of positive institutions under the Old Testament, was -
gometimes punished with temporal judgments. The Lord sought even
to slay his servant Moses, for having omitted to circumcise his son in
Midian. And probably it isan allusion to the infliction of calamities for
such neglects, that it is said in prophecy, whoso will not come up to
the feast of tabernacles, upon them shall be no rain.  Under the gospel :
dispensation, it is God’s usual way to punish, not by teraporal, but
spintual judgments; and whether the neglect of his ordinances be not -
.generally gccompanjed with a suspension of spiritual hlessings, let expe- -~
. .rience determine, _ ) : .

The principle from which Christian-fellowship arises is, love ; and this
is of so much importance as to be made by the scriptures a test of per-
sonal religion. We know that w¢ have passed from death unto life, be-
cause we love the brethren; he ‘that leveth not his brother abideth in

.
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death. But if we love the brethren, we shall desive to be one with them,
in the tenderest tics ; to join in ardent and honorable cfforts, to pray and
praise with them, to sympathize in their sorrows, and rejoice in their
Joys ; in short, to cast in our lot with them, that whatcver good thing the
Lord their God may bestow upon them, he may bestow upon us. This
is the natural operation of love ; and without such a tendency, at least, it
cannot be genuine. . The renewed heart beals spontaniously after the
closest possible union with God and his people.  Its language is, entreat
ne not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee : for whither
“thou goest, I will go; and whither thou lodgest 1 will lodge : Thy peo-
ple shall be my people, and thy God my God. 'Where thou diest will I
die, and there will I be buried : The Lord do so to me and more also, if
aught but death part thee and me ! David, evenin praying for the salva-
tion of his own soul, did notask fora separate blessing, but for ashare
in the portion of the people of God. Remember me, O Lord, with the
favor which thou bearest to thy people : O visit me with thy salvation :
.that I may see the good of thy chosen : that I may rejoice in the gladness
of thy nation ; that I may glory with thine inheritance.

The simplicity of gospel ordinances must render an inattention to them
inexcusable. Under the former dispensation, the positive institutions of
“religion, were numerous and complicated. The distance also, which
the Israelites, and especially prosciytes from among the Gentiles, had to
journey at the times of their solemn asscrnblies was very great, when
compared with ours. God required of them great labor and expense,
yet the godly amongst them chearfully complied. And now that he hath
brougbt the bread of life home to us, raining manna, as it were, round

. our tents ; shall we therefore make lightof it ? If the Lord had bid us do

some great thing, should we not have done it?! Then, how much rather,
when he saith, “ Wash, and be clean.”
One of the most interesting ideas given us of the celestial world is,

~ -+ that of a state of glorious socicty. Angels and saints innumerable, ten
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thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, each vie with
the other in love and praise, whiie every creature in heaven and earth,
and under the earth, and in the sea, unite in wscribing blessings, and
honor, and glory, and power, unto him who sitteth upon the throne, and
to the Lamb for ever and ever. And how are we to be fitted for this bless-

. ed state, but by associating with the people of God onearth? It is thus

we are prepared for glory. Nay, more : It is thus that we actually par-
take of it. By cordially uniting with the friends of Jesus in this world,
we unite’ with the whole family of heaven and earth, which is but one.
Hence it is that believers in the present life, are represented as already
come unto Mount Zion, unto the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, toan innumerable company of angels, to the general assem-
bly and church of the First Born, which are written in hcaven, to God
the Judge of all, to the spitits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the
Mediator of the New Covenant.

If these sentiments be properly considered and felt, they will not on-
ly stimulate those to prompt obedience who have hitherto neglected the
institutions of God, Lut impress us all with a sense of our great advan-
tages, and cause us to rejoice with trembling. We stand on high groynd :
we walk as upon the borders of heaven ; let us watch and pray, lest we
be found cleaving to the earth, notwithstanding these distinguished priv-
ileges. Nay it is not impossible that from these heights some of us may
fall, like the inhabitants of Capernaum, into perdition !
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Finally, it maynotbe unprofitable for those of us who are ministers
and members of churches; toenquire whether the neglects of which we
complain, may not in part, be owing to something inus? 1f a minister be
uninterested, and consequently umnterestmgr, in his work ; if there be
but little savorin his spirit, or profit arising froro his communations ; if
the people be haughty, covetous, self-willed, litigious, and conformed
to this world ; there will be but little encouragement for young christi-
ans to cast in their lot with them. Or, if none of those evils be re-
© markably apparent, yet if there be a want of holy aftection and free con-
versation, it will not be much otherwise. It is by our having fellowship
with God, that godly minds will be induced to have fellowship with us..
Wc will go with you, say they, for we have heard that (:od is with you!!

; Belovcd Brethren, ¥ arewell'
“,- "' RICHARD SHACKELFORD, Moderate,
L - SAMUEL ECCLES, Clerk, -



