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MINUTES, &c.

D %\ < C——

Wednefiday, Scptember 15, 1813.

1. AT 10 0o’clock, Brother Esenrzer Nerson, according to
appointment, delivered the introductory difcourfe, from Acts ix,
31. Arter which there was a collection for the widows and chil-
dren of deceafed minifters.

2. Chofe Brother Thomas Baldwin, Moderator, and Brother
E. Wiliiams, Clerk—Adjourned till half paft one.

3 Met purfuant to adjournment ; after prayer by Brother
Baldwin, proceeded to read the letters from the Churches, and
took the foliowing account of the member: added, difmiled, ex-
cluded, or who have died in the year past, anc the prefent num-
ber in each Church.

N. B. The names of ordained minifters arc in small capitals ;
liceafed preachers in italic Thofe minifters with this mark (*)
were not prefent. Churches murked thus (+) we had no infor.
maticn from, this feflion.  Vacant Churches are dittinguifhed Ly
a dafh ——

SUSIECNIIN
Churches, Elders and Meffengers T §.§T & R
zd Boston Tromas Barowin 21| 70 51 7! 394
1743 Hemuan Lincoln *
Haverhill WiLrLiam BatcHELDER 23| 3| tlig| 300
1703 Richard H. Kimball
William Dole
Charles O. Kimball
Harvard ABisna Samsown i2| 1 3l o8
1776 Ephraim Emerfon
Newton Jostrru Grarton 220 6 4 193
1780 Elijah Corey -
Woburn 3 2l 99
1781 THomas WaATERMAN
‘Templeton V21 114
1782 Joel Tletcher
Joshua Tucker
Robert Holden
Rowleyi 39
1735 *jostan CoNvERs
Veston 8 1 34
17: g CHarrEs TraIN
Dansers Jeremian Cuarrin 2} 68
"93 Israel Porter
Benjamin Kent

A~ many of the members lived at a distance, it has been imbracticg.
N . . . . L T
A2 1o ascertain the precise time of the above deathe
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SRS
Churches. Elders and Messengers. S{ ;: §J§_:! %
Charlestown Wirtiam CoLrier® 8 i 8l 4 6§
1801 i
Beverly 23 3 126
1801 Nicholas Dodge \"
Simon Dodge |
Richard Dodge X
Salem Lucivs BorLes 35/ 1} 2} 1. 308
1804 Evrisua WiLLiams
Hexry A. CLarkE
David Felton !
Reading Epenczer NEeELson 2 4 1 g5
George Evans
Malden 169
Weare, N.H. LEzra WiLLMARTH 12 |86
1783 Samuel Bailey

Mofes Wood ‘
Tristram Burnet '

New Boston,n.H.Isatan StonE 59
Livermore Langdon
Benjamin Dodge
Abner Hogg

NottinghamWelft 6f 1| oS
180§ Justus Daken
Joshua Whittier
%{i;‘;ﬂ: ?So?% Tromas Paur* 10| 1| 3 2| 78
Ipswich 1l 68
Newbury and } Joun Prax " 4 1 95
Newburyport § Stephen Bailey
18cs
3d Boston Danier Suarp* 13| 31 7| 2| 84
Gloucester 33
Marblehead Ferpinanp Erpnis® 1| 2 46
John Fielding
Chelmsford Joun Peckens 4 1 43

Fobn Parkburst
Eliakim Hutchins
Londonderry 1| 62
Nathan Johnfon
Enoch Goodwin
Caleb Goodwin
Dunstable 3¢
Goflstown Asrauam GATE: 24
Moses Gould i
Jacob Green '

183 l68[36;531284o )
Mo B Tke tewo last mentioned Churches were received the preient sessior
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4+ Read the Circular Letier, prepared by brother Borves,
«nd voted to accept the fame.

5. Read the Correfnonding Letter, preparea by brother
Corrier, and voted to accept the fame.

At 3 o’clock brother BaLpwin preached from Acts xiii. 36— 28.

Adjourned tl! to-morrow morning, 8 o’clock. Brother
3ramans concluded by prayer.

In the cvening brother BoLLEs preached at the Meeting-Houfe,
from Rev. v. 12.

Sermons in the evening in different parts of the town.

Thurfday, Sept. 16.

Met according to adjournment. Opened with prayer by
brother Peckuns.

6. Received communications from the following Affociations :

Afeciations. Meffengers. Letters. Minutes.
Waurren James Barnasy, Letter. Minutes.
Bowdoinham do do
Cumberland James Hoorer, do do
N. Hamptfhire = Ozis Rosinsonw, do do
Dublin W. ELrvioT,

E. WiLrarp, do do
Sturbridge B. Warers, do do
Philadelphia, do
Danbury, do
Stounington, do
Woodftock, Jos Seamans, do do

7. Voted, 'To open correfpondence with the Danbury Aldocia-
tion, by exchauging Minutes.

8. Vuted, Alio to open correfpendence with the Wellfield
Aflociation, by exchanging Minutes.

g. Appointed Brother Warterman to write the Circulus

Letter for the next year, and Brother Suare the Corrcfponding
T.etter to be prefented at the next mceting.

10. The interefting concerns of th: M Tionary Socicty wes-
introduced—An interefting letter from ths Newton Female Besre.
lent  Society, was prefented by their paftor, coverirg g6, 3-
prefented for the Mass. Bap. Miss. Society.  Alfo a very interctt
ing letter from a Female Mite Society in Sullivan and Fpton..
containing a donation for the foreign miflion.—A letier from .
Rev, Luther Rice, which had been reccived by the mederaion
was read.—The nature and importance of tending the g( el L
the lheathen, was explained and urged upon the minds of

brethren prefent: Whercupon,
11. FVuoed, That the Llders of the refpediive Claridic b-
1

reaquefted Lo encourage their refnective Churehs; ond (".""."'3"."“ -

21

..
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tions to make annual contributior.s for the {upport of foreign and
domeltic Miflions.

12. The bufinefs of the Education Fund was attended to—
And one hundred dollars was prelented from a friend to the
Society, by the hand of brother Borves.

13. Appointed the following Meflengers to Correfponding
Affociations. To the

Warren, Brethren, Grarron, WiLrLiams, and Boirirks.

Cumberland, Brother E. WirLLiams.

Woodltock, Brother Prax,

N. Hampthire, Brethren, Barpwin, Nerson, and BatcHELDER.
Dublin, Brethren, Joun PEeckens, Stone, and Ewvans.

14. Vouoted, To hold our next meeting at Scuth Reading, at
the Baptitt Meeting Houfe, on the 3d Wednefday in September,
at 10 o’clozk, A. M.

15. Appointed brother WiLitam BatcuerLper to preach the
Introductosy Sermon ; and in cafe of failure, brother Grartox.

16. At 10 o’clock, the ufual bufinefs being finifhed, the
Moderator addrefled the affembly in a very folemn and impreflive
manner, and then concluded by imploring the divine benediction
on the Affociation, and on all the Churches ; to which many
hearts faid, Amen.

Immediately after, brother Jossr# GrarTon preached to ti.
ncople, from John vi. 45.



Crncular Lotten.

The Elders and Meffengers of the BOSTON BAPTIST ASSO-
CIA VION, to the several Churches they representy fend chrifiian
Salutation.

BELOVED BRFTHREN,

O'" R covenant relation to you as branches of the vifible king-
dom ot Chrilt excites 1n us a pecubiar interelt in all your {piritual
concerns. In your afflictions we are afllicted, n your peace and
profperity we rejoice. It is we trult with emotions of gratitude
that we review the dealings of God towards us the year paft.
The fpirit and changes of the times, accompanied by the multi-
form errors of the day, have had an unhappy i+fluence upon fome
chritftian communitie-.  Yet have our churches in general, re-
mained unfhaken in faith and fupported a unanimity 1cfl &ing
honour upon that grace by which they are called. We have not
the futisfu&tion of mentioning within our limits the lalt year, tuch
exteniive revivals of reiigion as we have often had the privilege
to record. Neither can we fuy, the Lord hath left himleif with-
out witnefs «mong us. In {fome of the congregations « gentle m-
fluence of the Spirit has been {elt, and a gnodly nurt.ber have been
githered into the fold of Chrilt. Some are raifed up iu the
churches as fons of Zion t~ take her by the hand, and har Waich-
men placed upon her walls, even the Yuthers, are (bl predearved
amﬁll"‘z us.

Permit us dear Urethren, in clofing our anniverfury meeting,
to addrefs to vou the word of exhortation.

1t Be ye fpiritually minded.  Under the influence of divine love
every private and public, rehgious and tocial duty will Le cur
pnvl e, But if we fuffer our perfonal deveut exerciles to lam-
guith ; if we fail to rekindie the hallowed flame Jdaily at the alear
of (J()d, if we take no heed to the intrufions of the world upon us,
who are confecrated 10 be temples of the Holy Spirit, the Ve and
powver of redigion 1a us will vapidly decline.  Reading and medi-
tation, and even the very approaches to God which are to cpen
our hearts to every facred impulfe and infpire us with celeilial
antmation, ardor and zcal, will prove irkfome fervices. 'l wel.
fare of Zion and the recovery of finners will be comparativcly un.
aiterelting to us. We thall then with but Little fenability fic Ler
ways maourn, her folemn feafts deferted, and apoitate men finih
the day of their probation, and fink fiom the ¢xpinng iound of
mercy, to the wretched abodes of defpair.

But can we indulge and countenance in curfelves fuch decleniion
and languor cf fpiritual aff-cions? We wtruw not: Ye knm-.,
brethren, for ye have talted of the 1o e of God and the comforc.
the Holy Spirit ; ye know that your joy is derived from the 1:\4:;..
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of Ins countenaice hitted up upon you.  Ye know, that when moft
engaged in promoting the honour of your Lord und the{alvation of
men, ye are moft divinely bleft ! Ye know what carefulnefs a {pir-
itual mind hath wrought in you, what felf-abafement and abhor-
rence of (in ; what loathing of the world, and the pleafures of it ;
what fear of grieving the Spirit, negle@ing a duty, reproaching
vour profeilion, or lofing an opportunity of doing fomething for
Chiiit. And is not this poflefling in part the fame mind which
was i Chriit Jefus? 1s not this the temper and difpofition which
renders his ways pleafant, and his paths peace, his yoke ealy and
his burden light 2 Is not tais the {pirit which makes life defirable
and ufeful ?

And is this a time to be otherwife minded, when temptations
from innumerable frurce~ prefs themfelves upon you ; when
mighty revolutions which convulfe empires and demolith thrones,
have filled the ftouteit hearts with fear and trembling ; when the
faints are called upon to make the mot vigorous exertions in be-
ha.t of that kingdom whicli is deftined to fill the whole world ? Be
afiured brethren this is a day which requires us to awake out of
fleep, to put on the whole armour of righteoufnefs, and evince that
we poflefs the fpirit of power, and of love, and of a found mind.

2d. Make every effort for Chrifl awbick your callings and circumflances
will allow in your families and the churches to wbhich you belong.

In your domeflic cirile, duties devolve upon you, which can be
transferred to no others to perform. Your children are to be
trained up in the fear and admonition of the Lord, and are capa-
ble very early of receiving thofe fentimental impreflions, which time
may never erafe. The filial regurd they bear to you, will induce
them to liften to your infirudions, and too much vigilance in in-
fpe@ing their deportment and informing their minds is fcarcely
pradicable. Tt is expeéted of you that you will watch for their
fouls as th-fe who muft give an account. The labours of your
faithful Paltor in winning your offspring to Chrift, will in the or-
dinary courfe of things, lofe much of their efficiency fhould they
lack your co-operation. Be ye, then, workers together with him,
ard let all who are under your care, witnefs your deep concern tor
their {piritual well-being. Let them hear your morning and even-
ing fupplications recommending them to the mercy of God.
Let them witnefs in all your example and converfation the holy
and transforming influence of religion.

In the charzh to which you belong labour afliduoufly to fill the
place allotted you with a becoming ipirit and conduct.  Hawve you
1 Paflor ? manifelt by your affe®ion and kindnefs to him, your
zratitude to the great Head of the chuich for fo rich a blefling.
f.at his fituation be ever fo pleafant apparenty, be is not withour
irials, and the weight of his charge, renders your ity pe-thy, coun-
fel and prayers, effensial te Him.  The eaft and fuccets with whicl
‘he fervam: of Jefis preaches the goipel toa praving pcople.
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fcarcely admits of defcription. Befides, your own reward is cui
tained init. We believe it to be the univerfal experience of chrif-
tians, who have importunately {fought a blefling upon the miniitry
they were to hear, that they h /e fuund it.

Are you without a Paflor ? let your unceafling petitions afcend to
Him who received gifts for men; that he will fend you one who thall
be an enfample to the flock ¢ in worc, in converfation, in charity,
in {pirit, in faith, in purity.”” In the meun time, do not forfala
the aflembling of yourfelves togetiicr.  Defpife not the gifts of the
brethren. Encourage thofe who are willing to take an active purt
in the day of trial. Should you defert them, or otherwife appear to
be diffatisfied with their efforts, you may be tize means of fcattering
a people, no more to be gathered togecher.

Are you in peace among yourfelves ? C preferve the unity of the fpir-
it in the bond of peace. * Let broiherly love continue,” « and the
Lorl make you to increafe and abound in love one toward anoth-
er.”” ¢ Put on as the ele& of God, holy and beloved, bowels of
mercies, kindnefs, humblenefs of mind, meeknc’s, long fuffering,
forbearing one another and forgiving one another, if any man have
a quarre} againft any, even as Chrift forgave you, fo alfo do ye.”
The Scriptures are full of exhortation and counfel upon ‘his fub-
je&. The reaions are obvious. Believere are all one in Chrift
Jefus. Each however has his feveral claims, and the feelings of
each are peculiarly tender and eafily wounded Thote exhorta-
tions are given to admonifh chriftians of their danger and prevent
collifion. It was forefeen that the happicft confequences would
attend their union ; that their perfonal graces would flourifh
and thrive ; that the firong would bear the infirmities of the weak ;
that the lame would be healed and not terned out of the way
that additions would be made to them ; that thewr united prayers,
powerful as a hoft, would afcend like a cloud of incenft to the
throne of God ; that they would appear beautital as Terza, conie-
ly as Jerufalem and firm as mount Zicn. The favour of them
would be like the precious cintrient spon the Liead, that 1an down
upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, tiint went down to the fkirts
of his garmeants.” ¢ Behold how gend and hew pleatunt it is for
brethren to dwell togethier in wuity.” Tt wos 2lto forcicen that
the moft wretched confzquences weuld uttend their divifions. A
church contentinus and divided, i like o cage of unciean birds,
They defile each other.  Diicipiine 5 neglecied or conducted with
impropriety.  Very frionds are {Upuated, the liveliel menbers
ave chilled in their afliéion, and the mott flable are carried away
by dilimulation. Drethren, mutt Zion weep lor us 3 muit Jelus
be pierced in the heutz of bis fricads by us; izl the cnemy be
provoked to blafphemse, and feuls be Lardenzd in npenticnce by
cur example ? is it not encugh that an unrighteous woirld 15 arme-
ed againft us : mull we als be foes of each vther 2 O be entreut-
ed to {tudy the things that make {or peace, and things whei-by you
may 2dify ons ansthor . Tlepe ell things, belicve all things, en-

B '



auve wi ibings, but that which is fin, fooner thau dilturh the peacs
of the body.

3dly.  Encourage by your prayers, converfation and contributions,
Mifinary labourers at home and abroad

It is with gratitude and fatisfachion we contemplate what has
already been done. In the thinly fettled parts of cur country.
where but for our miflionaries they might have groped in com-
parative darknefs, churches have been conftituted, the ordinances
adininiftered, and a foundation laid for the regular obfervance of
the Lord’s day. What has been done fheuld be improved by us as
matter of thankfulnefs to the Father of fpirits, and as encourage-
ment to farther exertions ; but thould afford no incentive to «ith-
hold our hand. Many towns and plantations are yet dettitute of
any forms of religion. The youih are growing up without God,
and without hope in the world. A voice is alfo heard from Afia,
and the lfland: of the fea, faying, ¢ Come over and help us.”
But who fhall go ? Let divine Providence determine this impor-
tant queftion. Two amiable and pious yourg men, and in the
judgment of our pedobaptilt brethren, who were belt acquainted
with them, well qualified ior a foreign miffion, have been fent out
to India. Thofe men, viz. brethren, Judion and Rice, have fince
their arrival in that country, renonuced their former fentiments,
upon the fubjects and mode of baptilin, and have been publickly
immerfed at Calcutta in the name of the Sacred rinity. They
now offer themicives as miffionaries to the patronage of the Baptift
churches in America. Can we hefitate to accept and fupport
them? All the circumftances go to prove this event, a call of
God on us to do our duty. Iet us not farink from it. Let
thofe brethren, who have lite ally left all to follow Chrift, fee that
they fhare in our tendercft {ympathies, and that we fcel ourfelves
and our interelts embarked in the common caufe with them. The
work to which they have ¢ facredly devoted themiclves” is moft
important. They feek the emancipation of thoufinds from grofs
darknels and {uperftition. ‘They feek to refcue miferable viciims
from perithing beneath the whecls of Juggernaut.  They feck to
preferve to helplefs and friendlefs chiidren, their mothers,.who are
accuftomed, in vat numbers, annuzally to burn with their hus-
bands upon the fureral pile.  They feek to demelifh the idols and
clofe the doors of heathen temples, while they declare the true
God, and throw open to perifhing fonls the gates of falvation
and eternal giory.  This labour of love we awe to idolaters, and
it is only by the employment of others, we shall be able to per-
form it. By aflfording to thefe brethren every facility in our
power, we fhall be fellow-helpers in this all important work.

Say not it is but little e con do, a0 others the duty falls of fuf-
taining his miffion. It reauires the joint effort of our churches
to give the countenance it demands.  Detides, let us confider it an
wwvalaable blefling, that God will condescend to accept a por-
Jonof our fubttance as ofivicd 0 him, when employed to advince
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the kingdom of Chrift. All that we here poflefs is waxing old ;
and, f{ not before, muft fhortly be loft amidil the dnfToivmg clc
ments. He that would provide himfclf a treafure for time to
come, let him calt his bread upon thefe vaters. FHere may
you fcatter feed for a perpetval harvelt ; feed, that thall {pring up
while you fleep or are dead, and fhall be increafinglv produétive,
till the great Lord of the harveft ihall fend forth his angels to
gather unto him you who have fown and they who have reaped, to
pamcrpate of the fruite ot life eternal. Lrethren, * our mouth is
open unto you, our heart is enlarged.” We would tell you of the
churches that have already been planted ; ot the poor Hindoos,
Brahmins and Muflclmans, who in languages unknown to us, now
preach the gofpel ; but «ur limits forbid. We venture to hope
this fubject will not be unintereiting to your minds. You will
teel ; you will deliberate ; you will a&. The times, the circum-
ftances all require it.  God our Saviour, whofe we are, with
all we poflefs, requires it, and may his abundant blefling attend
our efforts.

G/zzc%onr/[?y Letter

3ELOVED FAT:IERS AND BRETHREN,

AT the clofe of the fecond anniverfary of our Affbciation, with
plealure we addrefs a fcw lines to our brethren and friends, com-
poling fimilar inftitutions, with whom we have happily commenc-
cd a correfpondence, which we thall be equally happy to continue
and enlarge, as circumftances of p-udence and convenience may
from time 1o time dictate. This we eiteem a duty and a privilege.
A duty, becaufe we may ealily communicate to you a knowledge
of the ftate of religion in thole parts of the country from which
we refpectively came, and where we aflemble. A privilege, be-
canfe it increafes and cemenes the fellowlhip of the faints, and
conllitutes a claim on thofe to whom we write for reciprocal fa-
vours : and it wiil always be interefling to us, to hear from our
Sitler Affociations in a way of correfpondence, as well as by your
Meflengers. “T'he preceding Minutes will inform pdrttcu].ul) of
the flate of the Churches in our immediate connexion.  Additions
have not been great : Dot a good degree of harmony prevails
among us ; and conﬁdcring the circumitances of the times, the
chunges which are taking place in the world, and the civil and
political concuilicns which thake the earth, we have reafon 10 blefs
God, for the un: mlmxtv, (although in fome cafes partially inter-
vupted) and ftabiitty which chara&erize cur Churches at this por
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tentous and eveat{ul crifis in the hillory of humun and ecclefiafis-
cal affairs.

The works of God are all founded in wifdom, righteoufnef§ and
goodnefs. The gofpel is the manfold wifdom ot God. The
providences of God towards his people are often incomprehenfible,
but always wife and righteous, and whea viewed as parts of one
complete and perfect fyltem of government are always good. If
he fends afflictions, they are fatherly chaltifements, neceflary to
corre and reclaim his difobedient, wandering children. He does
not fend one trial unneceflarily, and no good thing does he with-
hoid from them who walk uprightly. And if he fends mercies,
they are defigned to draw us near to himfelf.

'The means by which the gofpel is made known to the child-
ren cf men are not fuch as would have been chofen by the men ‘of
this world, to accomplifh fo great a work. Where is the wife 2
Where is the fcribe 2 Where is the dilputer of this world ? Hath
not God chofen the foolifh things of the world to confound the
wifdom of the world ? He has committed the treafure of the gof-
pel 1o earthen veflels, that the excellency of the power may be of
God, and not of us.—FHe has given us his Holy Spirit, by whofe
gracious influences the gofpel is made effeGtual to falvation. We
are his workmanthip, created in Chrift Jefus untec good works,
which God hath before ordained that we fhould walk in them.
How interefting mult be the fellowthip and correfpondence of
fuch a people. They are the children of God, who is light.
Let us, dearly beloved, walk as the children of the light and of the
day—worthy of our high and holy vocation. Let us never dis-
truft the promifes of God. Thefe are exceeding great and pre-
cious : fuited to all our exigencies, capable of yielding confolation
in the darkeft hour. Truflt in the Lord forever, for in the Lord Je-
hovah is everlafting ftrength. Therefore, beloved brethren, be
ye fledfaft, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, for as much as ye know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord.

Our prefent mceting has been attended with tokens of divine
approbation, and the hearts of many have been made to rejoice in
the God of our falvation. Requelling an intereft in your prayers,
and the continuance of your correfpondence, we fubfcribe our-
‘clves your affe@ionate brethren in ths bonds of the Gofpel.

By order of the Association,

THOMAS BALDWIN, Moderato:
LLISHA WILLIAMS, (/rt.



