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MINU TL'S, &c.

ﬂ'cdnesda_i;, September 17, 1819.

1. At 10 o°clock, Drother Sharp, azreeably to appointment,
prem-i.ed the Introdsctory Sermon fiows 1 Cor. iii. 7. So then nei-
ther i1s ke that plar:teth any llung, rieither he that watereth ; Gut
God that giveth tie increase.®*  After winch a colicction was taken
for 1 = snoss and children of deceased ministers, 2amounting o
544,79

2. Cho<e Brother Baldwin, Moderator, and Brother E. Wil-
has, € !c-rk Brother Wiiliams dechmnryg to serve, chose Brother
Pippen; Clerk.

3. The Maoderator opened the meeting by praver.

4. bBrebiren Baidwin, Peak, and E. Williams, were chosen a
Commitice, io distriiyute tne moaey collecied for the widows and
chiidren of deceased mmmsters.  Oa motion of Brother Bolles, 1t
was desired that the Corumittee give rotice of the ime and place,
when aiiild where they meet to distribute tie money collected for
the above u:nj«-('t.

5. Members from Correspondicg Associations to the Boston
As~m‘ml:0n, together with all muzistering brethren present, were
mnvited to take a seat with us.

0. Aajoarned tiil 2 o’ciock. Praver by Brother Simmeons.
7- Pursuaut to adjournment, met at 2 o'clock. Prayer by
DBrotiier Lucius Bolles.

8. Proceeded to read the Letters from the Chyrches, when
the followingz account was taken of members restored, added by

® Immediately after the Association Scrmon, Br. Ira CHase was set
apart to e M)rl. of the gosnel ministryv, by imposition of kands and sol-
emn praier > P. ik made the \)rdnmmg' Praver. Br. Buldwin deliv-
ercd 1ne (,.-.uru Br Winchell presered the '{lght Hand of Fellowship.
Br Bo'e< made the Coel TUTITRE Aves The excercises were sol-mn
and .a"prn';rr te; and tae |m;we<sv»|h made en this mtereslmt" occasion,
® s honedl ) ‘w lacting Miav the Lord bless his voueg servant and
for many v s continue lmn a faithful and successful minisier of the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.
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L3
Lapiizm and by letter, disinissed, excluded, aad whe have died.
during the past y:ar, together with the present nun ber in each
church.,

N. B. The rames of ordained minisiers are in SMALL CAPITALS:
liccused nreachers in sraizc.  Those misisters with t.is mark (*) were
not present. Vacant cliurchies are distinguished by a dzsh

- acati ko Pt B
Churches. Elders and Messengers. = s =113 3
"= 2 3N S ~~
=]>.
2d Boston THoyas BaLpwin oLl 2y | uleds
1743 Evisua WiLL1aws ,
Dea. Josiah C. Ransford
Dea. Jacot; Hiler |
Thomas Badger
[]
Haven:2ll Wi BatcueLper 520 1! 1] 4316
1703 Dea. lsaace Peassen
Bemamin Emerse.:
A. W, Hemmoud !
Harvard ABISHA SiusoN PO < V] it
177 Heury Houghton
Newton JosEpH GRAFTON 2 3, @ 322109
1780 David R. Gnggs
Woburn HerBERT MARSHALL 70| 1 167
1781 Jonaathan Convers .
Samue]l Abbot
Templeton Israel Algier 5 -1‘ at 2,107
1782 Joshua Tuckcer J
Rowley JosiaH CoxXVERs i 47
785 ’ Timothy Morse
Westoa and ) Cnarres TraiN 17 3 2 121
i rammgham j Aaron, Butler 1
1789 John Wenzel
Dinvers JEREMIAH CparPLIN 1 1] 2 71
1793 Dvra. israel Porter r
Isracl Hutichinson
Charlestown Wirvriam CoLLIER 15 : | 0
1801
Beverly Natu. W Wrnprams 121 1] 1§ - 11150
1501 Dea. Eleazer Waliis ‘
Chavles Denais | |
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Churches.  Elders and Messingers.
Salem Ly citcs RoLLES
1504 Joshoa U pham

Dea. Niles Tiiden
Michael Shepard

Souris Reading
1804 Dea. Jacob Eaton
David Su:ih
Martin Stowell

EBENEZER NELSON
Dea. Samuel Wait
Samuel Howard

Malden

Weare, N. H.

i783 Samuel Marsh
Notiingham West Danigr MerrILL®

1805 Dea. M. Gieely
Jonathan Marsh
. Justus ]_)akin

New Doston, N. H.IsAIAH STONE

African Church ) TaoMas PacL
in Boston, 1805 § John Hay

Ist Ipswich
Aaron Treadwell
Daziel B. Lord

Jornx PEax

Newbury and |
Stephen Bailey

Newburyjort

3d Boston IYANIEL SHaARP
1807 L. Lincoln
xloucester
Lbenezar Pool
Marblchiead
Jonn iiclding
Josh Graves
Chelinsford Jeus P.exrss
Ehak:m Huiclonus
Londonderry

Beajam:n Covning
Caleh Richaidion
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X Added N N N
Churches. Elders and Messingers. 3 = 1273 3| X
sz 2| T =~
Danstzble ToE |41
Josialh Kendall E é g
W ilhiam Blodget, Jr. i1 !
ét .
Goflstown i ; | 21
| ¢
Methuen CrARLESO. KiuBaLL 0 , 04
Dea. Stephen Gage ,
Phineas Richardson i
E 4
Westborough - ’ 50
i
| , |
Malford Ezza WiLLManTH®* 20 3 . 87
Samauel Hartshorn : :
Crosby Goodrnidge é
{ ;
Lynn GeorGe PHiPPEN 8 1; 39
Robert Robiuason | |
od Ipswich Wirriax Tayror 1 g 1 ag
Samuel Apvleton
Charles Simonds
Deerfield 19
Theophilus Stephens
Reading - i 31
James Parsons
Benjamin Fhot {
Oliver Emerscn ;
Central Church ) Hexry Veazey I 39
in Bow Nathaniel Cavis, Jr. 4 ?

Totai, 9393 13+]s |+ 1509

N. B. The three last mentioned churches were added the present
sessicn.

9. Brethren Grafton, Nelson, and Bolles, were znpointed a
Committee to examine the Letters, and as far as posaibile to as-
certa:n the sitnation of the Churches in New-Boston.  Poted, to
postpore reading said letters until the Committee report.

10. Foted, also, to postpone reading ihe Letters from the 1st
and 2d Churches in Ipswich, until the Committee appointed at
our last Annual meenng, make their report.

11. Brethren Peak, Winchell and Collhier, were appointed a
Cozmittee to examine the two Letrers to this Assocatwn, from
the Cuurciies in Bow, N. H. and ascertain as many facts as pos-
sible relative to their standing, and report to-morrow morning,
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12. The Committce appeinted to consider the sgitunation of
the Churches in New-BDoston, reported as follows—That in
their opinion it was hizhly probable a reconcihation would be
effected between the two; they therefore recommended that
the New- Boston Church be continued on our Minutes: which
report was accepted.

13. The Commmittee appointed to visit the Churches in Ips-
wich, reportecd—That they had made one visit to Ipswich, am‘
foui:d that the first church had removed some of the grounds of
difficulty which were a gnef to our brethren, by attendmg to
church discigline; bu: other diffi culties remain, and that noimme-
diate prospeet of a umon of the churches pre«ented

The Committee were of opinon that 1t wouid be best to defer
a decision, and to leave the subject with the same or another
Committee. to make a more full report at the next Ascaciation.

The above report was accepted.

14. Fored, that Brethren Sharp, Nelson, Batchelder, Lincoln
and Phippen, be a Committee to report in full respecting the
Church n Ipswich, at the next meeting of the Association.

15. Adjoarned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Brother
Paul engaged 1 prayer. Sermon in tie evening by Brother
Baldwin, trom 1 Cor. m. 11.

Thursday, September 18, 1817.

Praver Meeting at 6 o’clock.

16. According to adjourument the Association assembled at
9 o’clock, A. M. - Brother Nelson engaged 1n prayer.

17. The Committee appointed to take into consideration the
application of the Baptist church in Bow, requesting admission
imto this Association, reported—That 1n their opinion the re-
quest of the church ou'rht to be granted, and that it be inserted
i the Minutes by the name of the Central Baptist Church in
Bow, which report was accepted.

18. [Heard the Circular Letter prepared by Brother Phippen.
Voted, To accept it.

" 19. The Corresponding Letter prepared by Brother Lincoln,
was read ard accepted.

20. Appointed Brother Herbert Marshall to write the Circu-
lar Letter for the next vear.

21. Appoiuted Brother Nathaniel W. Williams to write the
Corresponding Letter for the next year. =

22, Received the following communications from sister Asso-
ciations.

Assoctations. Messengers, Minutes.
Warren, J. M. Winchell, ? Mi
Jonathan Going,} Inutes.
N. Hampshire, William Hooper, do.
Dublin, Charles Cummings, do.
Westfield, do.
Sturbridge, Aucrustus Bolles,
E. Mc'Gregory, de.

3. Chamberlaine,
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Associations. Messingers. Minutes.
Hartford,
Philadelvhia, Williim Strawbnidge, Minutes,
Woodstock, Job Sinir-ons, do.
Charclesion.
Savaunain River,
Stonington,
Vermont, do.
Liacoln,
Hudson R:ver,
Danviite, ac.
Cumberiand, do.
Leyden, do.

£3. On motioa of Brother Bolles, 1t was Resolied, That a
Comumittee siiould be ag .caliy apoeiatad, at the coumnencemeit
of our. future meetings to exainiue the Minutes from Correspond-
Ing Associatious, and report on such of their contents, as were
considered important to this body.

24. The attention of the Association was called to the inter-
esting concerns of Missions, and the {following suins were receiv-
ed, viz.

For the Baptist Missionary Suciety in Mussackusetts.

From the Malden Baptist Female Mite Society, - -
do. Capt E. Qakes, - - - - -
do. Danvers Mission Box, - - - -
do. Female Cent Society, Rowley, - - -

do. Beverly Female Mite Society, - - -
do Wenham Female Mite Society, - -
do. Female Cent Society, Weare, - - -

do. Female Cent Society, Lynn, - - -
do Salem Female Cent Society, - - -
do. Female Benevolent Society, Newton and vicinity,

c¢o. From unknown Friends,* - - - -

For Fereign Missions.

T=om ‘he Baptist Church and Society, Chelmsford, -
do. Female Society, wesworo’ - - -
do. Mr. Thomas Woodward, - - -

do. Feimale Society, Nottingham-West, - -

9.28

do Ipswich Female Mite Society, -
39,60

do. From Mission Box, Danvers, - -

18,58
55.
6.00
15,47
27,25
5,00
15,30
12,50
63,93
55,51,
16,00

235,89

13,38
4,14
1,00

18,26

136,78

$48,28

85,06

25. Voted, That the thanks of this body be presented to
those sccieties zad individuals who have aided the funds of
the Baptist Mission Society, and likewise to those who have con-

tributed for the support of Foreign Miss1ons.

* We cannot have the pleasure of giving credit for the above 16 dol-

lars, as it could not be ascertained by whom 1t was scnt.
1 Transmitted to Boston Foreign Missina Society.

- Transmitted to Salem Bible Translation and Foreign Mission Society.
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26. The attention of the Association was called to the inter-
ests of the DBupust Education Soaety, and with hively cmotions
of sratituzie we learned, that the Churches had  deeply interested
themscves in promoting the vbject of that nnportaut and benev-
oleist istitution,

The lollum.nr SUInS were reuned viz,

From the Zd Bapiist Clurch and Soci=ty, Bosten, - - 1G§,60
do. S: | do d(), - - 100,00
do. Haverhill, do. - - - 25,00
d. Marblchead, do. - - - 5,00
ao.  Methuen, do. - - - 5,00
do. 1jswick, do. - - - 2,50
do. Newton, do. - - - 8,00
do. Sulem, do. - - - 83,25
do. South Reading, do. - - - 40,00
do.  Charlestown, : do. - - - 6,00
do.  Framingham, do. - - - 12,00
do. Newbunport, - do. - - - 6,31

* do. Danvers, do. - - - 5,00
dou. Beverly, do. - - - 44,00
do. Noitingham-West, do. - - - 4,12
do. Templeton, do. - - - 5,00
do. Portland, do. - - - 30,00
do. Bath, do. - - - 15,28
do. Female Cent Society, Lvan, - - - 12,50
do. Tempicton Female Charitable Society, - - 15,58
do. Baptis: -emale Benevolent Suciety of Harvard

and vicinit- - - 17,76

do Baptist remalu Charitable SOClet\ \Vobum - 29,20
do Damers Female Cducation bocu.t}, - - 690,00
do. Salem do do. - - 62,00
do. Children’s Society, Danvers, - - - 2,30
do. Four Friends in Rowley, - - - 4,50
do. A Friend, - - - - - 1,50
do. A member of the Church, Lynn, - - - 50,00
do. Elder Sampson, - - - - - -..1,00
do. Unknown Friend, - - - - - 1,00
do. Cdl B Porter, - - - - - 1,00
do. Mr. Sullivan Jackson, - - - - 1,60
do. Mr Joshua Tucker, - - - - 1,00
do. Epinraim Whitney, - - - - 2,006
765,00

27. On motion of Brother Bolles, Voted, That Brother
Phippen present the thaunks of this Association, to the individ-
uial belonging te the chureh in Ljnn, who generously presented
50 dollars for the benefit of the Education Society.

28. Oun motion of Brother Sharp, Voted, That the thanks of
tiiis body be given to Mr. Armsirong of Boston, for the presenta-
tion to the Education Society of a set of Scott’s I ‘amily Bible.

29. Oun motion of Brother Grafton, Poted, Tiiat Brother
Bolles preseat to the Rev. Mr. Carlisle of Salem, the thanks of
this Association, for his generous donation of a large Map of the
U. States, and 30 dollars in money, to purchase a pair of Globes,
for the benefit of the Education Society.

L
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30. Resoleed. 'That the thanks of tins body be presenied 1o
those Chinicitos, Socteties, and individuais, who have so gencrousty
exerted theraseives i bahzid of the Bdmht Education Scciets .

31. The Association fecl deepiy uterested in the zbove wees-
tiousd tniant 1s=tituuion ; the. therefore continue the recommen-
dation i i fast vear's Miuutes, viz. That in the mouth of Ae-
oust, antnuaily, cotiections be made 1 the Churches composiug
tins Lody for the neachit of the Bapust Educauon Hociety.

32. Herard the B 2eport of the Secreizry of the Education

Society ,—Foted, Taat the ca.ne be ac (,e;n‘vd, and that a cops of
it be transmiti-«d to the Editers of the American Baptist Mag=-
zine, 1u ordur that taey may pubiish such parts of 1t as the: think
ProuCT.
" 33. Foted, That it i:e recommended to the churches of this
bod:, to afford assisrance 1 collecting a hibrary for the use of
the Bapust Educstion dociety.  Books are to be lodzed with
the Execuirve Commnttee.

54 Appoiuted tihe foilowing Mcessen
Associations, viz, To the

cers 1o Correspou uaw-

Warrein, Joseph Grafton, Ebenerr Nelson,
Nathaniel W. Wiilizms, Israel Algter.
N. Mampshire, Wiiitam Batehelder, Thomas Paal.
Dabhin, Isa:ah Siouwe, Ezra Willinarth.
Sturbnid:re, Israel Al:sier, Thomas Baidwie.
Hartford, Luciv: Bolles, George Pinppen.
Woodstock, W:lliam Tavlor, Jonathan Going.
Had-on River, James M. Wiucheil, Daniel Sharp.
Cun:berland, Wiiliam Batchelder, Lucius Bolles.

35. A Letter from the Secretarvy of the Baptist Board for
Foretrn Missions *n the U. States, was received and read. The
couteits of the letter were highly 1nteresting to the Association,
prrucuiariy that pari of 1t which gave 1afernation of the ordina-
tion of two Missioauries for the West.  They rejoice 1 tie es-
ieblishinest ofa Mission for the benefit of the Aborigiues of our
pWN Couilry,

3G. Fuoted, To recommend io the Clurches of this Associa-
tion. aud o Corresponding  Assaclatioss, to meet on the evening
of the tirst Monday 1 every month for the special purpose of
praving, that the 1mmfivences of the Divine Spirit may be poured
sut i rich eiasioas ; that the Lord of the harvest would raise up
and send forth many labourers into his harvest, and that chnistian
Missions mayv be prosnered.,

«7. 'The Assoctatton carnestly recommend to mumsters and
saurches the impertance of attending to Catechetical instruction.
Cn this dateresting subject, many appropriaie and affecting re-
marks were mude Ly the venerable Moderator of the Association,
Brather Damd Sharp, aud otizers = their remarks were decidedly
- zpprobaticn of such instruction ; and the numerous instances
voierred to, an which it had been of lasting advantage, induced
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tu-n carnesily te recommend to ther brethren, that they devoie
a suitatne portion of therr time i catechising the youth and cinl-
drey of their respective cenzregations.

$%. Thi subject of Sunday Sclools nas introduced. The
oreat uality of -uch schosis was wcknowledged by all who spoke
on the subjert. Many sstances of ther -rocd effects wer men-
tiszned ; v hereuvon the Associat.on mmtstl\ recominend the

estabii-hmert of such :chvols mherever they can be intres-juced
w10 a prospect of advautase.  Qu tiae snb]cct 1t was chserved by
Drother RBolles, that as christians, he concened it highly imprep-
e: for us 10 denomisate those scheois, Sunday schools, as Seznday
war a heathen phrase, and the éav on wluch tize Hrathen wor-
shipped the sun—We are, continued ke, chrstizns, and on thzt
aay we sorshep the Lerd ; it s proper therefore that thev be caised
Lerd s-fuy Schonls. Such was the opinion ot the Assouatlon,
and they 1ecoramend that the phrase Sundav be dicpped, and
that of iLord" s-day addonied.

29. Resolced, That we held our next Assaciation “lth the
Church in W oburii—to gieet 2t the Baptist meeting house :n that
town on the 3¢ Wednesday in September next, zt 19 o’ciock, 4.3:.

40. Appointed Brother Train to preach: the lutroductory
sermon. In case cf faiiure, Brother Peak.

41. Brother Sharp hating resigned the office of Treasurer
of this Association, Brother E. Lincolu was appointed to sz .1
ofhce.

The business of the Association being iinished at 2 o’clock,
P. M. the Moderator closed with an afiectionate address to
the people, and fervent supplication to the throne of grace.

At 3 o’'clock, P. M. Brother Adomiram Judson preached «a
interesting and approprate discourse frem i Cor. 1. 1.

Circular Letter,

The Elders and Messengers of the < Boston Bapiist 4ssociatio:”
to the Churcies which ther iy represent, send christian salutation.

BELOVED RIETIAREN,

THE sacred writings inform us that the dark places of the
carth are full of the hubizations of cruelty. The <entiment ex-
pressed tu this scripture 1s as true new, as it was three thousand
vears ago. Fosr fifths of the rationsal Leings who inhabit this
"lobe, are destitute of the ight of the alarions Gosjiel of Jesus
Cluist, and their hzbitatiors are iiteraliy full of (‘rm,il) To
prove ﬂllb sentimen: we need !y refer 2o the nutnerous Indian
tribes 1 the ivtenor, the ‘ﬂ.nn'v.: es of this conntry, and 1o the
present deplorable condition of 1he nhabitasts of the eastern
worid.  There, millious of rational beigs are sunk o a level
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with brutes. ¢ Darkness «svers the land, and vross darkness the
pt‘Olvl(‘.” 'E ne ilzhahi:ams of iho~e re f__;i‘nhs I:r.li’l;q— the 0ot se-
vire austerities; with a view to obtain pardon, a.d to picase thetr
mmaginary ¢i:ls. They even sport with life, either by crawsings it
out in the performance of ceremont - \:Enbrﬁa the Gob of nature ks
uever required, or i throwine i awvay enver on the fuperal gale,

or beueath the car of their idols.  Could we. belored brethren,

witness the scenes of horror and disiis which are daiiy witnessed
by cur faithful DMissonanes in the Foci, we shouid ever
be forming and executing plans for the ailc siation =f the ~ufienngs
of the heathen. They i::n-e souls as weil as we, a..d B-ir souls
z-e as precsous as onrs.  Sometitny bas “ndeed Leen done for
ibem ; but hittle, however, compared with wiiat remains fo be
done.- They must receive the rudinents of knowled:=e. They
must hea: of Jesus Christ. Thevy must be converted 10 Ged, or
perish ferever.  Such is the situatien of four nfths of the 1ubabit-
ants of tins globe.  What, bretiiren, must be doue ? The path of
daty 1s plam. W canaot leave the:s as they are, for in so doing
we sheuld sacrifice the best feelines of our hea'*ls, mdeed we
<tiould violate the most bailowed diciaies of conscirrzce. It 1s our
decid=d opimon that chnistian missions will aileviate the suffennges
of the heathen, and nstrnmentally bring them near toe Ged.
Qui object therefore, 1n the present Circular, will be, 1n the

Eirst place, to consider the practicability of such missions, and

3¢ cudly, the blessings resuiting from them.

-0

First.  Christian m:ssions to the heathen are practicable.
The time has arrived, when God in lns providence 1s calling apon
the chir:stian world to npart to the heathen the Gespel of his Sox.
His finger pornts them to the thousands of Indizns 1 our own
country, no less than to the miilions in Asia ; and in our hands he
has laccd the means of afording them the sacred scisptures and
ﬂut!;ful mlxsmu(mes of the cross. Th& pracucabniity ni sendings
the Goepel te the Western Indizins, hes long been called in gues-
tion. Missionaries who have laboured amonz them,; have found
so hitle success, while at the same time they have experienced <o
many mﬂiulltws, appdrcntl\' isuperzble; 1t the feeita-s of the
most pivus have become civited, and the arm of benevolent «zer-
tion. 1 thar behalf, has ln-come neariy parahized.  But Jesus
mant bate these heathen for iis anhernapce—they must receive

his cospel, and Le united to Lim by futh.

1 the attemy’'s winch have bren made 0 introduce ihe clris
tian religion among these dearzded beings, huve not avswerad
Our evioet dtlm.s, st:11 thev have vrodmul ~oire rood cifecis 5 at
loast thev have i some litile dc«fu-n pre pdre(l the wav for the
more fall introduction of divine truth.  Ii is presumed  that i
pious men—inen patient of suffering and idefangably Libonions,
whose hearts are in tiie work, should go mong the difierent tnlios
of Tndians i the Weetl and nreaci to them the goopei of Chnisy,
2 reh and lasting Blosng oald foilow 5 but in order to success,
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1t would Lie pioper to sur-ue a difierent corrss from that pursued
oy their prederessors.

Our pious Missionaries have hitherto prea:'hed to them 1r ther
own languages, by mea2ns of iuterpreters; aid as therr languages
are not reduud to grammatical rules, this bas b: en foui:d to lw a
most {aborious method of comwunicating truth. Should Mis-
sionaries establish schools, and initiate the children of the respec-
tive tnibes into the rudiments of the English language, the difh-
caity referred to, tovether with many othcm, would in time be
removed, and in some twenty or thlrtv vears hence, with the
areztest facility, the zospei mizht be preached to the thousands
of Indiass in these U nited States, who are now without Ged and
without hope 1z the world,

We conceive ther that it 1s highly prac.lcab!e to send the gos-
pel to the Abonyg:nes of cur onn country, whiic at the same time
we <hould make every exertion to send it 1o the heathenin the
East.

We have already <tated that the providence of God favoured
tire undertaking. “The success of our English brethrepsin Iudia
cuzht not to be overlooked. When they first trod on the ground
which tiiey now occupy, all was a dreary waste, numerous and
apparvnth insurmountable obstacles rose before them ; ard it has
not been, but by the most persevering industry and m(‘e!at:uable
labour, arcomo..l;zvd with the blessing of the Father of mercies,
that they have arrived at their present ¢ elevated sianding. From
the pont where thev at first concenizated therr pious exertions,
the word of life has cone info regions distant and remote from
each other. and many precious souls have received the ingrafted
word, whicn has made t!aem wise to salvation.

It is not for no.ugzht iust our beloved brother Judson stationed
bimself in the Burman Empire. The koly ardour of his soul
forbid ins taking up with any chject less than that of evangei-
izing some of the wretcind heathen.  He is bappr ia bis prf—«(-:.t
*:tu‘umn ard 1t 1¢ a circumstance wlich desryves our particalar

nemmn, and calis for unfaigned gratis *- - God, that the Em-
peror of Rurmah ailows the continua.iv of our Missionaries
39 fas doenmons, an:d is friendly, rather :hau otherwise, to the
olect 61 the mission. So lony as thive . . the East rimsaiin as
i« v are, the previdence of God evidentiv peints out the practi-
curban ity of widing to tiie wresent number of our Missionarnies,
as 3in- -4 l*x 1 83 ln‘ s..nlmm- Ww ]ln('ll u: ey occupy. Christian miSSiOHS
are praci ...!.u- oibernise there vould uvot be raised up in our
own and other countries, wen whose souls are inflamed witha
\la“umn.:r: soinit. Some of these men have had the most flatter-
12 prospects m their own conntiy. n'-pp\' in the seii which gave
them bistin, and bappy i the circle of their friends—they have
cheerfiilv relinquished all the endearments of life, in order to
nreach, Clnst to tiie miscrable heatlien. What to men of less
zeal i 1he canse of God, might nave Loonsht them to a stand,
or have Jdeterred them Coon an undest- " s so adventucus, has
added 10 the flame alread: barning in their Yreasts, and nnpellad
them forward in the missionary cause,
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Tire Missionary spirit which prevails in thns country, geconds tire
pious zeai of those men whom God Las vaised up for the exten-
sive d:ssemiination of eranzeical truth. The Board of Foreizn
M:ssi06s 14 the Umted States have found able putrons where I!.ev
did not 1ok for them.  Nor have they been lmdcr the necessity
on :aay occasion for ine waat of iunds, to refax their benevolent
exertions 1n the caa-» of Cunst. He who claims as s own the
silver and the 2ol nas bouatifally cast 1t nte their treassros,

Jesides, the soint lor to-cirn and Domestic Missioti» doss not
abate ; within a few years, the flame has spread from State 1o
Statr irom ciy to city, froa tows io town, until 1t has kindied
in aimost every part of this exiensive repu'»m‘, and it s coutideutly
believed that the sacred flame will burn with increas: sor andour,
both in this country and 12 Ewope, tiil by nughiv efierts on the
part of ciristian benevolence, the word of life shall be received
by oar red brethren i the West, by the mhabitants of the lxies
of the Paciic Qcean, and by the militons in India who are 1::no-
rant of the true God.  Are our veserable ¥atbers o the min-
1try  déeply engaged in the work of christianizing the heathen 2
To sive success to ihis noble enterpnise, has God raised up u:any
honourable aud opulent patrons 2 Does a spint for Missions
actaaily exist, and 1z 1t rapadiv 1acreasing ? and can we hesitate,
bretiiren, as to the practicabihity of. sending the gospel to the
Hcdthen ?

Forther, The Father has said to the Son—Ask of me, and I
will give thee the heathen for tinne inhentance, and the uttermost
parts of the earth tor thv possession,—and asan 1t s said i Psalm
xxii. 25, Aii the ends of the varth shali re mcmber and turn unte
the Lor!, and all the kindreds of the uations shall worship before
thee. It 1s evident, that according o the sense of these passages,
Jesus does not vet possess the heathen, and 1t is cqually
evideat that thvv“ul be 11> necuhar mhentame but hew 1s
this to be brouzht about > It is presumed none can believe that
a work of senerul.reformation and conversion to God, 1s to be
brousht about withont the means of grace.  Nor can we reasoxn-
abiv cxpect that the moans of grace will be possessed by the
heathen, unless chirstians exert themssives to effect tns obect,
Bibles and reticious Tracts must be distributed among them, and
fautnfui men of (zod must be seat to them to preach the unsearch-
able ricties of Christ. < !ow can they hear without a preackicr,
and ho~ can they preach except they be sent 27

If Jesas Christ muast have the heathen for bis isheritance and
the nttermost parts of the earth for s po«(-«ion, aud if all the
<indreds of the nat.ons must “orshlp before him, we may confi-
Aently 1itr that Christian nissions are practicable; and rel\m«'
en the gondness and ultimate suceess of our cause, with hol)

bolducss we nray zo forward i the work to which we have put
oir hand-.

Secowddivy It was pronesid to consider the blessines result-
g from Christian Missions.  The limits of thiz letter, however,
iorhid entering extensivedy on this part of the subject. DBut it
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witl he proper to observe—that thw civilization of thie heathen—
their nzprovements in the arts aad sciences, iozctler with the
melioration of their present wretchied coidition, wiach cannot be
vXpec ted 10 be eujuvrd b. thcm, but b the mmirodueciion of the
chrnistian religion, a. ¢ blmsmgs resuiting from chrnstian wissions ;
aud 1 proportiou as reliz10a extends her bezevolent influence. the
charitics of lite will flow, the arts and sei=ces will flonnsi., and
the soctal aud cnvid b-n.«ls which bind mas 10 Lis feilow, wiii be
sacredly regarded.  Beside-, the barbaroas customs of the hea-
then are decidedly opposed 10 the pﬁucspl- s of the chrsta: refig-
1on, aud it wiil be an effect of ﬂus Teiigios: entirels te abol:sh
those customs.  Further, the mroduciior of the vospel among
the Leathen wall effect ot mf‘.el_\‘ an ouvtaasd reformailon. The
Gospel is the grard 1ustrument, appointed of God, for the con-
version of sinrers, and wherever it 1s preached, it is accon:vanied
with his blessing.  fn India this biessing has alreas.y rested on
the preacized »aspel, for 1t has been made the power of God 1n
the salvation of scune of th:e natives ; and we believe ihat through
its strumentahiiy, wany more wiil be brougzht to the kuowledye
of the truth, and that the number will be increased, antil ail
shall know the Lord, from the least unyto the greaiest. The
heathen, haiing emerged from pobitical and woral darkness, will
then exjoy the ll"’lnt of the Sun of Rizhteousness, and the tar*h
shall be tull of the kuowled:re of thie Lord.

In view of the remarks which have been made, it is con-
ceaved, we may urze tae mporiance of chensinng a spir-
1t of fervent praver. We cannot have forgotien those en-
courag:ng words of the apostle James—* The effectual fer-
vent praver of a nghteous man availeth much.”” Nor can
we have forzotten the direction of our blessed Ganour-—pr:ny
ve, tuerzfore, ¢ the Lord of the harvest, that he will sezud forth
faithful labourers into uis harvest.”” The reason of this d:rection
1s fourd 11 the preceding verse—+¢ the karvest is truly plenteous,
but the labourers are few.”  We cre encouraged therefor: to be-
hieve, that 1 arswer to praver, the Lord of the harvest wili raise
up aud thrust forth fanful labourers into kis harvest ; auvd fur-
ther, 1n ansaer to praver ihe church shall enlarge the place of her
tent, and stretch forth the curtains of her habitations. She shall
break forth on the rzht hand and on the ieft, and her seed shall
inherit the Gentiles ;* and the Gsunles skall come to her izht, and
kings to the brightness of her nsing.4 Our encouragement to
pray is great.  Let us then lift np our uvaniied desires to the Fath-
er of mercies jor an i:crease of the number of faithful niissiona-
ries, and for the universal spread of the gospel ;and let us, brethren,
be as diligent 1n acting as in praving.

It 1s our daty to contribute toward defraving the necessary ex-
penses of those who are raised up to preath the gospel to the hea-
then. Their support when on mlqslon.lr\ grmlnd and on therir
way thither, are not the only objects to which we are bound to de-
vote our atizntion,

* Isarah li. 2—=3. 1 Isaiah Ix.
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In some instances those wlio are raised up of God, for the
purpose already mentioned, are deficient n knowled.se, They
have not the means of obtamnz it, though they most sensibly
feel 1ts worth, and are wilhing to make many sacnifices in order to
its acguisition.  Brethren, what =ha!ll be done 1 such cases ?
Shail we szy that they are not called of God, because they are
called 12 a state of conparauve 1gnorance > Shall we not raiher
say that we are cailed upon to assist them, and that too by using
the means which Godl has given us 2 We mean that in such cascs,
it 1s our auty, to atford sudl voung men the advantages of
suitable education—such 2n education as will enable thc:m at
least to com:muuicate tiseir 1deas with facility and prrspu uity.
And it 1s devoutly desired that the churches coemposiuir this As-
socnation, winle the\ are anshi:x other benevolent ob_)vus, wou!d
keep in view the Education borruft_\', which 15 formed within 1:is
iuacts.  Our means, brethren, are sufficient to secure the 0! jects
of our wishes. To voung men who are cailed of God to the work
of the miuistry, we caa afford inc means for acquiring a compe-
tency of knowledge—we caa fit out aad support missionanes both
in the Easterns aad Western world.  All this we can do, without
neglecting our famiiies or the common cails of chanty, 1f our
means are oniy brouszht mto actioa. Let us then contribute of
our substance to the Lord. In giving, if we have 1n view his glo-
rv, we sha:l not lose our rewzard.  An hundred fold here in this
werld, and 1n the worid to come, hic everlasting, will be our glo-
TI0uUS POrtioir.

Our prescui meeting has been crowned with the blessing of the
Lord. Loveand-union have pervaded our associated body, and 1t
1s a subject which loudly calls for gratitude—that the Lord has
made large additions tv our number the last year. May our
number still be iucreased of such as shall be saved, and may the
God of love and peace ever dwell with us all. Amen.

%;77‘7‘.64/2 OﬂJt}Zj SLetter.

The Boston Baptist Association, to tiie several Associations with whom
they correspond, sends Christian Salutation :—

Dearly Beloved,

WE congratulate yvou on the auspicious times 1n which we live.
Peace geaerally permdPs the earth.  Divine truth 1s rapidly ex-
tending, and the Sun of Righteousness illunninating the world
with his celestial rays. Mdm prophets and n«rhtcous men desired
to sce these days, and saw them not.  The power of the Lord is
manifes:ly imparted in a peculiar manner, to awaken the minds
of Christians to every wood word and work.  All pious and be-
nevoleiit objects, wlnch are now proposed, meet w1th a happy suc-
cess, which prescits the greatest cucoura«remeut to enforce the:
Christian duties.
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Four veurs ago Circulars were addres<cd to our Baptist Brethrag
in the United Stdtes urging the unportance of Missionary exers
tious amouy the heathen, A sacred flame was immediately and
universally kindled.  Sccieties were organized ; funds were rais=
ed ; and, through these meauns, Missionaries are already unfurhag
the (.,lmktlan Standzrd in Burmah, and the prinnng press is em=
vlos ed in diffusing the Kuowledge of the Saviour, aud of his ¢lo:
rious rospel.

The importance of rendering aid to our vounz ministers in
procuring an education has also recel.th been stated and enforced;
the happs result of which we already witness. Several Associations
have formed Educziion Societies; a considerzble number of young
men are deriving advantage from them, and the exertions are
constantly extendimg.

Encouraged br the success attending these objects in our
churches, at:d by the pleasing anticipation it furmshes, that the
time nas drrned to set in order what 1s vet wantmv among us, we¢
will employ this letter on a subject mtlmawlv rounected with the
prospenity of the Redeemer’s kingdom, aud which in many places;
we fear, has not occupied cufficient attention. We refer to the
pecuniary support furnished by the churches to the ministers of
the gospel. The iajurious and unequal operation of the prosis=
1ous made by law 1n many States for the support of the gospel;
has had an unhappy influence in prejudicing the minds of some
truly pious people, and preventing the discharge of their duty n
this respect ; while probably otkers bave been prevented by a
criminal love of this world’s woods. It is important that just and
scriptural sentiments be entertained on this subject ; and just
sentiments, we conceive, may without difficulty be established.
The common principles of equity, the explicit injunctions of
scriptare, and the general welfare of Zicn, unite o laying obhga+
tions on the followers of Chnst, to grant a suitable pecuniary
support to those who lubour in the gospel ministry. The llmlts
of a Corresponding Letter will adimit of a few remarks only,
elucidate the subject ; but it is hoped a word to the wise will be
suflicient.

1. Common principles of equity require that the churches
should provide for the temporal support of those who administer
the word and ordinances to them. It 1s a umversaliy acknowls
edged principle, that where services are rendered, a just founda-
tion 1s laid for the reciprocation of benefits. The Judge of the
worid has pronounced this to be just. When he sent forth the
seventy disciples, be said, ¢ Take neither purse, nor serip, for
the labourer is worthy of his hire.” Paul to Timothy recognizes
the same—s¢¢ The labourer is worihy of his reward.” 'To the
Connthians he says, ¢ Jf we have sown unto yeu spiritoal toings,
is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things 7 And
a«mm—-—“ Who goeth a warfare at his own charges 7 who planteth
a nneyard, and’ mtcth not of the fruit of the vinevard ? or who
feedeth a flock, aud eateth not of the milk of the flock #° Ifin
all the relations and transactions of life, the hestowment of labour
claims a return of compensation, then surcly those, who are de-

C
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voted to the Chrnistian mumistry, and spend their time, and
strength, and most active services amonz the churches, have 2
uist and reasonable clain; for compeasation from those to whom
they muinster.  Aed ihis 15 5o far from beng an cflering of alms
or chanty, that equity as much requires a compensation to the
ministers of the gospel, as to men 1 any department of life, who
render services to therr fellow citizens.

2. The Sacred Scriptures expressly enjoin 1t.  For, saith the
apostle, * Say 1 this as a man, or saith not the law the same also ?
far 1t 1s wnitten, thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that
treadeth out the corn.  Doth God take care of oxen, or saith he
it altogether for our sakes ? For our sakes, no doubt, this is wnit-
ten, that he that ploweth should plos n hope, and he that thresh-
eth should be pariaker of his hope.”” Though faithful mivisters
are aiaimated in their labours by a supreme desire for the glory of
God and the salvation of siuners, vet the Lord will also have them
eucouraged with the just expectation, that provision shall be made
bv their brethren for themselves and families, as the husbandman,
amidst the labours of summer, anticipates the fruits of barvest.
St. Psul did not seck support for himeelf personally, but he judg-
ed it of nnportance that the prninciple should be established for
future ages. He therefore again argues from tie law—¢ Do vou
not know, that they who minister ahout holy things live of the
thingzs of the altar? Even so hath the Lord ordaum-d that they
who preach the gospel should live of the gospel.””  In the epr-tle
to the Galatians he reiterates the same iruth. < Let him tbat 18

taugh® in the word communicate to him that teacheth 1o all good
th.uun." And in immediate connexion with this subject he says,
s Be nat deceived, God is not mocked.” God will not be mock-
ed witl proh’saloue of zeal and delizht n kis service, and subjec-
tion to bis governaent, if his injunctions are at the same time dss-
rezarded. Persons, therefore, who have always mouey at command
to increase the stock on their farms, or exteud their merchaudise,
and vet with great reluctance and difficelty can spare any thing
far the supvort of the gospel, have cause for serioys inquiry rela-
tive to their love o1 the truth. Buot,

3. The prospenity of Zien 1s deeply concerned in this subject
The nreaching of the gospel 1s Christ’s ordinance for the conversion
of s1aners and edificstion of saints.  But in many places the min-
1strv of the word cannot be statedly enjoyed, because the necessary
provision 1s not made for its support ; and where preaching has
for any considerable time been suspended, churches, which were
once iarge and flourshing, have been reduced and scattered. As
the Sceriptuies are very ¢Toress i requinng a suitable reward to
the labourers in the gospel sineyard,may it not be reasonably suppos-
ed, that the Lord frowns o churches whodisregard his com mands in
ﬂm, respect, and sends them leauness, or scatters them abroad ?
Further ; where necessity requires the ministers of the gospel to
parsue other avpcations for their support, it caumot be expected
ihat their minds will be so richly stored, as to bring forth out of
their treasury things new and old, to feed the lambs and sheep af
-hrist, Other labours must alsp greatly limit apd circurascribe
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their pastoral visits, and prevent their obtaining that intimate ac-
guaintance with the flocks to which they mimster, which is essen-
tialiy necessary for the zuccessful dlcchar ¢ of their duty. Auother
very serious evil is the narrow limit~ 1o v.h;ch the labows of many
faithful pasiors are coufined, whose hearts are enlarged for the
extension of the Redeemer’s cause. ‘There 1s, 1n the vicinity of
almost every church, a field of occasional labour, where a preach-
er of the uo~pel may be instrumental of extending the savour of
divine truth, by preaching at iutervals between his stated labours
to his own people.  But those who are under the necessity of sup-
poruing their own fainilies are often prevented from carrying the
glad tidings of salvatiou to the surrounding villages. From these,
and vanous other cousiderations, 1t may be easily perceived, how
deeply the interes:s of Ziob are connected with this subje:t.

I: concluding, Bretiiren, permitus to say :—As vou would ex-
tend o the ministers of Christ the common principles of equity,
which are practised towards mankind at large ; as you would o-
bev the sacred mjunctions of hun, who has granted gifts to the
churches, and required that they should be supported ; as you
wouid promote and extend the Redeemer’s kingaom, and consult
yeue own sprritual benctit—Then lei it be a sacred priuciple in
every church, according to 1ts ability, umformly and seasonably
to raise a suitable compensation for the support of those who la-
bour with vou n the «ro~.pel Many churches commendably dis-
charge their duty in this respect; buot it is important that all
should eutertain scriptural 1deas, and adopt a correspondent prac-
tice. The Lord is at this ime calling many young men to the
work. They feel a necessity laid on them to preach the pospel,
whether supported or pot ; but as the harvest is great, it is hoped
the Lord will prepare his people affectionately to receive the la-
bourers,

A very responsible charge devolves on the deacons of churches,
who are particularly required to superintend their pecuniary con-
cerns, and devise means to defray their expenses. Churches also
who have not stated pastors are under obligation to support the
preaching of the gospel. Missionaries who travel among them
derive their support from funds, some of which is contributed in
small sums by the fatherless and the widow ; and the churches
whom they visit are under religions obligations to aid the Socie-
ties which send them, by contributions or subecriptions, and thus

make provision for sending other missionaries to the destitute.

Iv1s our earnest prayer that the Lord will enable us to under-
stand and practise his will on this and every other subject, so that
we may not only keep the ordinances as they were delivered, but

also be ready to every good work.

For the state of our churches, we refer you to the preceding
Minutes, and request a continnance of your correspondence.

By order of the Association,

THOVIAS PALDWIN, Moderator.
GEORGE PHIPPEN, Clerk.
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