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MINUTES, &c

WEDNESDAY, September 29.
it. T one o’clock, P. M. elder James Potter

preached the introdutory Sermon from:
Jude, 1ft verfe.

ad. Then chofe elder Potter, Moderator, and
brother Samuel Flagg, Clerk.

3d. Read the letters from the feveral Church-
es; and took the account of the members, who
have been added, difmiffed, or died the laft year,
and the prefent number belonging to each Caurch.

A
CHURCHES. MESSENGERS. %& 3 «‘?‘ 2
NI ™
ThomasTown, Elder Ifaac Cafe, oj O of121
Sampfon Sweetland.
Bowdoinham, Elder 706 Macomber,| 4| 2{ of 30

Jothua Young,
James Baker,
John Perkins.
Harpfwell, Elder Elifba Snow, 2| o
Samuel Woodward,
Reuben Higgins.
Bowdoin, Elder Fames Potter, 18} o} o] 69
Humphry Purington,
William Stinfon. 1
Vafialborough, Nehemiah Gould, 4| of ol 26

o—"

54

Jabez Lewis. N
Balltown, Samuel Flagg, 3l of i} 17
John Bayley. o e e

31] 24

‘ v" '31?
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4th. Read and approved the Circular Letter.

sth. Voted, That brother Samael Flagg, and
brother Humphry Purington, prepare the Letter
to the Warren and New-Hampfhire Aflociations.

6th. Vored, That elder Elitha Snow, and bro-
ther jothua Young, be our meflengers to the New-
Mampfhire Affociation ; and elder Ifaac Cafe to
the Warrcn Affociation.

7th. Voted to adjourn till to-morrow morn-
g at 9 o’clock.

In the evening, elder Ifaac Cale preached a Ser-
mon, from 1 Cor. i1x. 14.

e e e

THURSDAY, September 3o.

Met purfuant to adpurnment. Read and af-
proved the Letters prepared to the Warren and
New-Hampfhire Affociations.

1oth. Voted, That Brother Samuel Flagg pre-
pare a Circular Letter for the next year.

11th. Agreed on the (0110wmg fupplies, viz.
For Harpfwcll elder Job Macomber, 2d Lord’s
day in Decembier ; elder Ifaac Cafe, 2d Lord’s day
in February ; elder James Potter, 2d Lord’s day
in April; elder Macomber, 2d Lord’s day in June.

For Vaffalborough, c¢lder Macomber, 3d Lord’s
day
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day in November ; €lder Snow, 3d Lord’s day in
February ; elder Macomber, 3d Lord’s day in
June ; elder Potter, 3d Lord’s day in September.

For Balltown, elder Snow, 4th Lord’s day in
February ; elder Macomber, 4th Lord’s day ia
June; elder Potter, 4th Lord’s day in September.

12th. Voted, That this Affociation be held at
Balltown, the Wednefday before the firft Lord's
day in Oftober, 179.

e onige ol W
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The Cnrculan Letter

70 OUR CHURCHES,

DEax BRETHREN,

ALTHOUGH Chrift’s kingdom is not of this
world, yet it is in the world ; and as many as are
born of God, and bring forth the fruits of righte-
oufnefs, are in this kingdom, and have a nght to
all the privileges of the Tfons of God.  As there are
various opinions of the faith once delivered to the
faints, and many errors crept into the Church, of the
fame import, it is highly requifite we fet this matter
in a proper light, and point out to you the nature
and effects of the faith of the gofpel. Gofpel faith is

a plant not to be found in nature’s garden; no
unregenerate perfon hath it, or can procure it by
. any thmg he hath done, or can do, by way of me-
rit ; it is the gift of God to perifhing finners, at the
reception of which they fee themfelves loft and un-
done ; condemned by the law of God, helplefs as

to their recovery, and in abfolute need of Chrift’s
righteoufnefs.  Faith, {aith the Apoftle, is the fub-
Sance of things boped for, and the evidence of things
not feen : lt is wrought in the foul at the time of
regeneration, and builds all its profpects on Chrift,

for eternal felicity ; and is the eye of the foul, ta

behold all fpmtual objets in their true nature.
Faith
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Faith views the bicfled plan of God’s grace to fali-
en man ; fees the divine charalter moft illuftsi-
oufly difplayed in the bleft Redeemer, and all the
attributes of Deity harmonizing in the great atone-
ment. Faitl, receives all the faving benefits of
Chrift, and rejoices therein ; looks at things patft,
prefent, and to come, and carries the foul frem,
and to eternity, in the great myfteries of God.
Faith receives the whole word of God as true, and
when in lively exercife, all the blefled promifes
afford ftrenpth and confolation to the foul.—
In a word, this faith works by love, and purifies
the heart ; it 1s the faints’ vi€ory, whereby they
overcome the world, the fleth, and the devii : It
leads the Chriftian to the love and prattice of eve-
ry Chriftiaa duty, and to keep a ftedfaft eyz upon
all God’s commands.

This faith enables the foul to work frem life,
and not for life ; and ever keeps the ears of the
foul open to know our blefled Shepherd’s voice,
- from the voice of ftrangers ; and gives accefs to
the throne of grace; and maintains fellowfhip one
with another, as well as brings forth fruit to God’s
declarative glory.

Dearly beloved, Let us hold faft the profeflion
of our faith without wavering, for he is faithful
who hath promifed ; let us bring forth the fruits
of fuch a gith; let the love of Chrift conftrain us
to conftant obedience; to die unto fin, and live
unto righteoufnefs ; let us fo live as to prove the
truth of real religion in the heart, and the God of
neace will be wich you, through your pilgrimage

on
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on earth, and give you an inheritance among them
that are fanttified by faith in Chrift Jefus. Amen.

P. S.—W¢ would inform ocur brethren, that
the Churches ftand faft in the faith and fellowthip
of the gofpel : There have been confiderable re-
vi;als among us, for which let the Lord be mag-
nified.

JAMES POTTER, Moderator.

Signed in bebalf of ]
the Affociation. { SAMUEL FLAGG, Clerk,s

FINTIS.



