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MINUTES, &
WEDNESDAY, Ocrossr 3, 1792.

T one o’ doc.c, P. M. Elder Ifaac Cafe preached
A an mtmdu&or) Sermon, from Mart. ix. 38.
Pray ye tberyore the Lord of the barae/)‘, that he will fend
Jorth labourers into bis harveft.

2. Chofe brother Cafe, Moderator, and brother
Jothua Young, Ci. k.

3. Read letters from the Churches, and took an
account of the Members that have been added, dif- .
mifled, died: and excluded the lajt Year ; and the pre-
fent number belonging to e'u:h thrcu ’

" N.B. Ordained Miniiters Names in Smat x,C.u'n'ALs.f
I icenced Preachers in Italics. ‘This mark * denotes
Abfence. From Churches mark’d thus + we had no

Lecter. Dafhes “denote that they have no
ordained Elder, ‘

i.

NN
Churches. Meflengers. . X3 8 TSI
R :. 3 s
Bowdoinham, Jos Macomneg, Il 1 1] 29
' ‘ ofhua Baley, ’
Charles Cultls,
Jofbra Young, |
+Harpfwell, *Erisua Snow, 3l 14 Y sz
Samuel WV svdward, |
~+Thomaftown, Samuel Swectland, | I22
Bowdoin, James PorTer, 21 4%
Humphry DPurinton,
Jofeph Dinflow,
Vaflalborough, Nehcmiah Gould, CIE 32
David Webb,
Balltown, Sclomon Pottcr, “ 19
Nathan Baley, ‘ ' ,
Sidney, me ! Fackfon, L5y 5 32
“a W ilbur, | | !
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' NS
Churches. Meflengers. | R{$IR12] °
| &g
ad Bowdoin, WigLiam Stinson, | 7 I 27
- James Shurtleff, |
‘Thomas Morgridge,
Hebron, Fob Cufhman, 18 31
William Bumpey, ’
Bucktown, Nathan Chafe, 4 21
Ne- Four, JehnWaillis, 21
Lewiftown,  Jofiah Mitchel, 5
Samuel Simmons,
Winthrop, [saac Cass, | 25
- William Brigs, ’
John Cummings,
Sterling, EvLipnALsT SmiTH, | 30
Jothua Walton, |
Mifcengnslfland,Barney Fountain, ' | 19
| Total, s1{27/ 3| 1| 565

N. B. The Church of Sidney, was called in our
laft minutes, the 2d in Vaflalborough ; and that of
Hebron was called Shepherdsficld.—Note alfo, the five
lat mentioned Churches were reccived into union this
Year.

4. Read letter and minutes from the New-Hamp.-
fhire Aflociation.— Meflengers, Elder Simon Lock, and
brother Dudley Young.

§. Chofe brother Humphry Purinton, and brother
SamuelFlagg, to prepare letters to the fifter aflociations.

6. Adjourned till To-morrow Morning ¢ o’clock.—
Sermons in the Evening in different parts ot theTown,
by Elder Smith and brother Cu/bman.

ThurfdayOctober 4, Met according to Adjournment,
. Read, revifed, and adopted the circular letter
prepared by brother Fligy.

8. Rend, and approved the correfponding letier to
the Sifter Aflociations, prepared by Brother Purinton,
and Brother [Yagg.

g. Voted




[ 5 |

Voted, That Elder Potter, Elder Stinfon, Elder
Cafe, and brother. Jo/hpua Young, be our Meflengers to
the New-Hampfhire Aflociation.” Chole Elder Ifaac
Cafe to preparc a Letter againft next Year. -

10. Agreed on thc following fupplies, . viz. for
Vaflalborough, Elder Smith, 3d Lord’s Day in De-
cember. Elder Macomber, 3d in February. And El-
der Snow, 3d'in June.—Balltow:z, Elder Smith, 4th
Lord’s Day m December. ~ Elder Macomber, 4th in
February. And Elder Snow 4th in June,.——Sidney,
Elder Cafe, 2d Lord’s Day in Deccmber. Elder Ma-
comber, 2d in February. Elder Snow 2din June,—
Hebron, Elder Potter 3d Lord's Day in November,
Elder Stinfon, 3d in March. Elder Macomber, 3d in
June.——Bucktown, Elder Potter 2d Lord’'s Day in
November. Elder Stinfon 2d in March. Flder Ma-
comber 2d in June. No. Four, Elder Potter 4th
Lord’s Day in November. Elder Stinfon 4th in March.
Elder Macomber, 4th inJune,

11. Chofe brother Samuz/ I¥iodward to fuperintend
printing the minutes,

12, Voted, That the Aflociation manuferipts be kept
mthe care of brother Humphry FPurinton of Bowdoin.

13. Voted, That this Aflociation be held in Win-
throp, the jth Wednefday in Auguft, at one o’clack,
P. M. 1793.~Brother #oodward concluded by Prayer,

Thr
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Tug CIRCULAR LETTER.

BeLovep BreTHRixN,

‘X' 7 E take the liberty to depart fiom theufual form

, of a Circular Letter, and make a few obferva-
tions vpon the right reading of the word of God, and
the evidences of true chriftian fellowthip. Becaufe
wany profetiors of religion in this day, wreft the fcrip=
turesy to the injuring of truth ! and others throw by
the WCE D o's a dead letter, and follew thelr vain
Lnaginations as a ref of faita and pracuce.

Dow cire creat realon of {fo many coatrary Opiﬂio’ﬂS:
atd wrong explanations of the fucrea wr:-tings (in the
chritiian world) is, by not payirg a cmetel and pray-
e tel avenuon to what we read’; wnd the agreuble
conneC ion ene part ot divine iruet hos with the other,
turough e whoic bouk of G2, Theiefore, that we
may the bette, vnderftand the' voice of ftriptare when
we read (iu erder to fee the connceiion) fo us te find
the 1eal 1iath, we cught to atiend to the following ge-
neral Auis ¢

I. When we attempttoread God’s word, to put up
fervent prayerin ow hearts,that God would enlighten
vur tnaeifiandings to {ee the vruth, and give us a
heart to receive it ; and a good judgment tp judge,
without bias, prejudice or partialicy. 2. Then to ob-
ferve, carvefully, who fpeaks the fubje youread. Whut
1s fpoken of in the chupter, paragraph and verfe you
read. To whom it is all fpoken or divected.

W hen this general ruse is attended to, (with a blef.
fing) we thall Le led vight in the reading of the ferip.
tui ¢s, and he the better alle to make vp a good judg-
ment ot every chiapter we read in the facred voluine !

Further,

Letic be olferved, that as all feriptare is given by
wlpaation ef God, 2 Tun. il 16, v liat 15 wreitten and
left
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1eft on facred record, is as much the voice of God tc
uv asit was to them to whom it was given ; and conle-
quenidy of egi:al force.  Yet there are fome profeflors
in the prefeac day, wiio by way of contempt of the
word of Ged, will fzy, “ Do you think that ink and
ajer 1s the word of God ; for our parts, we defign to
be led to licaven by the Spirit, and not by ink and
paper, or the wiitings of any fet of men whatever?”
But fuch perfonsonpht to reflect, That itis by pen;ink
and paper, and the ufe of proper words, that we come
to learn in a literal way, that there ever was a Savior
provided for fallen man. And a mariner may as well
think to navigate afhip with fafety, to foreign parts,
without a compafs,asa chriftian expeét topleafeGod —
walk in daty—and arrive in heaven, without obferving
the written word of Gnd. 'The word without the fpirit,
(we acknowledge) will not do,any more than the fpirit
without the word, where God in his providence has
“brought any perfon to the common means to be in-
{tructed in the word. Yet where the woerd is not at-
tainable, the fpirit is fufficient to lead feuls to heaven
without it: but where it 1s attainable, and the com-
mori means afforded, the /zirit and the word muft go to-
gether.  And profeilors of religion, who throw by the
‘word of God, and prefels to be led by the fpirit, without
agreeing with the twrittem word, have reafon to fufpect
the f}irit as not being the good /pirit of God, as much
"as a feaman would have reafon to fufpecét his compafs
ot being gond, while he endeavoured to fteer the fhip
due fouth, and the badnefs of his cownpafs varied fo
‘much'as'to rar the {hap quite a contrary point. Hence
great care fhiould be taken in reading our Bibles, that
‘we remember wio fpeaks tous therein. And though
the voice of infpiratton is handed down by Mofes, Da-
vid,the Prophiets (and none will deny the Apoftles)who
were initrumental of couveying God’s truth to us, by
the ufe of pen, ink and paper.
And our pious, judicious, and learned tranflators, by

the ufe of coininon, (but) authentic, well-examincil,
well-




well-approved, and found words that can:-ot be con.
decned, whoefe meauning is the fame as the original
lnanguage out of which they were tranflated. And
wihofe word when read and preached, has and docs
have a powerful effect upon the hearts of finners by
the agere: of ihe bicfjed fririt, who infpired thofe that
wrote the Cld and :~Nxew Tcflament : confequently the
wriicen word is the r2/e of faith and pracuce to all
desicminaiionis of chi-iltians. The feriptures are can-
onized for the advantage and inftrucion of chriftians,
as well to preferve Ccds mind and will to the end
of iime. They ave a frurce of knowledge, never old,
but always rew to a giacious heart ; both in reading
and heaiing them preached.

Our learned tranflators, undoubtedly were moved
by the fpirit of God to tranflaie the bible, from the
copits of inf{piratien ; and to arrange them in order
for the beter underftanding of the reader. Therefore
they a.c put into chuprers which contain feveral fub-
jects, in general, fomewhat different from each other.
The next divifion is par .araphs, which contain periect
fubject of itfelf, and fomeciimes haslittle orreo con-
nec:ion with any thing that goes before or after it.
The next isverfes, wlich in general has a dependance
one upon anoiher for the truth of the fubjet. We
o'.ght al{o to a.cciad to the contents of a chapter, for
the ber.e- uad>dtanding of the whole. Then from
the bLeginritg «f “he chapter to the firft para-

apii, a»d ail wi-li'n that contains a complete fub-
jeét, either of ¢ o, of faints, of finners, of the cir-
cunifiances o :hve chivch,or political matters : inftance
Igth ~ p. Lews . ard 12th Matt, that have many divi-
fions, and neas 1w different fubject. Hence we fee
hew it highly concerns all who read their bibles, to
take nctice of iie conincétion that one part of truth
has with anotiier, to tnd the right meaning of the
word ¢f Gud. ‘The voice of fcripture is to different
characters in differesn circumflances; and unlers we
attend to thts, we cannot underftand aright. “}hen‘

ome
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fome read the word, they think the voice fpeals ro 1'%
without any kind of diftinction, any more than finn« ‘s
in general ; and this is the reafon that fo many preac!i-
. ers and "profeifors of religion mix lawand gofpe,
promifes and th-eatnings, all together ; without cver
diviling the word, and giving every one his portion it'
due feafon.

It is very evident, that there are two forts of finncrs
fpoken ot in the fcripture : The carelefs, carnal, dead
finner, and the {enfible finner who is made fo by God’s
grace ; and amaong awakened finners there are thofe.
who are made free in Jefus’; and thofe, who fi r
holy and wife ends, are kept in bondage, withonr
evidence of their adoption. And among finners {(w.
aregggad as to {piritual life,) there are thofe who are
more feif-righteous than otheis; and thole who are
openly wicked, vicious and abominable. Likewile i
the church, there are thofe that ave igreat‘ backilide:s,
and appear like the world in their life and converfa-
tion, yet may be the children of God; fo there are
chriftians in good ftanding; children in grace, young
men and fathers ; and many rank hypocrites, who are
as fo many dead weights in the church of God.

Now to all thefe characters (and many more that
might be mentioned) does the voice of fcripture fpeak,
in diftin¢tion to each other, which are to be attended
to in the reading of the fcriptures ; aswell as the dedi-

. cation of all the epiftles of Paul, Peter, }[ames, John,

Jude, the Revelations, and the hiftory of the four E-

% vangglilh; For it is impoffible to gain a right under-

; ftanding of the facred writings, unlefs we attend to
g thefe things ; for all feriptove muft be underftood in
' 1ts connection, to all forts of characters, things, and

circumftances, from the beginning of Genefis, to the

yend of the Apocalypfe, and then we fhall read without

b

- confufion.

k]
%
i

, .To finners deaci in ﬁn, the feripture {peaksin threat-
mng languuge, a6 in Job 28. s—21. and 20. §-——29.
: 8 The
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.

The voice to fuch cliaraciers is awful. s
e e Lt it {rfiice to fay, that nothing bux
threatni \g can be tound to finners in NV, ature, who are
onder the Taw and its curfe. . But to fenfible finners
the voice of God is in all the mnmrmns and promifes,
as m ifa. §5 cliap. Rev. 22,17, Matt, §—12. chap. 7.
7— 11, dlld many more Lhat nught be mentioned. To
,tltc fel ‘riglteous God pr,.lkS‘. hy way of rejection,
Niatt. §. 20. and Paulin all his wrmng, batters down
felfrig .1teouineis.-¢~ To young chriftians, the voice of
( odis by way of exhortation and caution ; —to all
iler chivHtians, by way of citation' to ftedfafinefs ;—
:mz? to all Lac.dhder by way of thrcatmng, and pro-
mifes of pardon when rettned to their dury, MNow if
theie difinédons are obferved in ré'w.m;, or pi‘earhmg
the wer 7, weé fhall read and judgé right of cternal
tiuth, fmJ not mix all* characters, things and c1rcum-
ftances together, and {o confufe the whole,

Fience let every profeflor of rehglon attend ftrictly
ta their bibles, as the only fure guide, in the path of
dnty, and to eternal life. Moreover let them alwayw
examine the /pirit, by which they are indvenced in re-
liziony by the ocucles of eternal truth, (1 John 4 1.
Beloved balieve notevery fpirit; but try the fpn‘lts,
whether they are of Gad, &c.) Somé are for trying the’
fpu it by the fpv'n:, without thelaw or the teftimony ;
this is to racafure and compare themfelves by thcm-
felves, who, the feripture fays, are not wife, 2 Cor. 10.
12. But how fhall any try the fpirit by whicivthey are
mducnr cd in religion ! only bythe word of God, which
was wrole by lec {pirit that takes of the thmgs of
Tefus, and fhews them unto his people, John 16, 14.em
Tt is a natural principle, that all things tend to their
own centre ; and allo very obfervable, that every fpirit
Joves its own image ;: a3 for inftance, one drunkard
loves :moth“r am% every {wearing {pirit its likenefs :
{u alfo thro’ every fnecxc of vice. . All nations are te-
nacious of their o v n religion, and lovethe com any
drat is molt like themfelves : hence the old maxim is

true,
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frue, £ Birds of afeather flock together.” Now siaw
may love anotlier, barcly beeacie heis of his turn of
thinking, and not be a¢tnated by the truefpivit of God.

A Mchometan imay love a Mehometan. breaufe he

thinks as he does, yet haye {pitc and malice enough in

him, to ftone a real chriftian to deathi. A Rowman may

love 2 Roman, only becaufe he goes to Ivials on holy.

days ; yet can indulge himfelf in all kinds of dehau.

cheries, lewdnefs »,id abomination. A Churehiman

may love one of his pwn fu't, only becaufe he b ops

Chriftmas, inftead of Thank{giving ; yet thew can ce-

lebrate Chiriftinas eve with dancing, firalicking, and
all Kkinds of ludicrous mirth, {o as to make ther " ives

appear more the worfhippers of Baal than Carnl. Oue

of the National Recligion, may Jove one of the fane,

barely becaufe he brings up his children tothe chr:ier-

ing alter ; yet the next week afier (if nocthe next day

will break the covenant,and help his older childven

blafphemc that worthy name by which they weos

called. I *

A friend may love a friend, only becanfe he mair,.
tains fome peculiarities in his drefs, & ufes the foripiueag
language ; yet reject many v fthe fundawmentals orirne
religion as greac ablurdities, A Baptifl moy love o
Baprift, only becaule he is {fo ; and vet be deffi-ute off
the true jove of God, which 15 requifite to cenftiin ¢
a rcal chriftian. | S

A Univerfalitt may love one of his turn of thinking,
only becaufe he hus embraced fo Leaevolent a’plan, as
tobelieve that Gr.dis all mercy andlove ; confequently
will fave all men i {pite ofther teeth: vet, in gene-
ral, will live the moft abandoned, attrocious, aboni-
nable lives, inorder to reqnite the Deity for his beae-
volence in their fulvatich.. -

A freewiller may love a freewiller,only forthereafon
that he holds, That the confcicnce of man iz the Spriit
of God, teaching every man to profic withal ; and to
at laft to work themfelves into thicimage of a chvifli i,

Al
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And they can put Law and Gofpe/, promifes and threat-
nings into one fentence.as belonging to one chaiud.er;

and make a perfon to be under the law, and without
the law ; an unbeliever, and yet well taught by the
fpirit of God,—a {aint, and yet afinner ; a child of
Co ' me day, and a child ot the devil the next- fure
of heaven, and yet not fure of perfevering to it. And
what is more {t1ange than all, can' fin awuy the day of
grace, and yet have a feif-decermining power to make
the day of grace their own, at wl«t period they pleafe.
A Leift may love aDeilt, only becaute he cenfelles man
is fo noble a creature as to be able to di: e¢t himfelf to
happinefs, by the aid of his own reafon; yet will a-
Lufe his reafon by indulging himfelf in all kinds' of
fenfualities and dcbaucheries. Fence fiom thefe ob-
fervations we mnay eafily {ee, that it is not the love of
opinions baiely, that proves the truth of grace within
us @ but it mult confift in onr loving thicfe that bear the
unage of Chyift—take his word for the man of their
counlel, and live a holy life in this world. The fpirit
of delufien always thews itfelf in puffing up the perfon
with pride & felf-admiration, fil}ing himwith phrenzy,
and leads hian away from the werd of Cod, to follow a
blind zeal withput knowledge, juft as an iguis fatuus,
or what we call a jack-o’-lanthorn leads a perfon out
of his way into thetwamp. But the Spiritof God will
always lead thofe whe ave influenced by it, to the writ-
ten word ; it will teach tiiem to learn of Jefus, who
is meek and lowly of fpirit; 1t will humble fouls in the

deft, under a fenfe of their dependance upon God,—
their ignorance, blindnefs & unptofitablenc(s to God —
their brethren in 1he church,— andvheir fellow-men in
general—-It teaches us to eftcem every one better than
ourfclves— It teaches tomaintyin a teachable temper of
mind, to learn of the feaft faint any thing that fhall be
for God’s glory, and the churches 'gomﬁ It keeps us
watchful, prayerful, and attentive to duty ; to be rea-
dy for every pocd word and woik. 1ln aword, the
Arpcille exprefles the influence of the Spirit to the Ga-
latian brethren in thefe words, ¢ The fruit of lit is

‘ ove,
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love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, goodneis,
faith, meeknefs, temperance, againft fuch there isna
law.” Gal. v. 22, 22, llence ler every child of the
light,caufe his light {o fl:ine before men,that cchers fee-
‘ing their good works, may glorify God their Father
who isin heaven. And as there are many who are al-
ways tryingto bring difcords and confufion upon the
churches ; let every ciniftian takc heed, whom he
hears, and what he hears, and how he reads the word
of God ; that he may have boldnefs ro ftand in an evil

ay, witl his loins gict about with truch, his feet thod
with the gofvel of peace ; and be like \hofe {fervants
who are waiting for the conin g of their mafter ; that
when he who is the believer’s lite thall,appea:,we may
~all appear with him in glory ; and receive the
plaudit, well done good and fanhful fervant, entey ye
into the joy of vour LORD ; which may God of his
infinite mercy grant through Jefus Chrift, to whom be
glory, dominion and power, both now and for every
Amgn and AMEN.

 Signed in behalf of the Aflocigtien,
ISAAC CASE,; Moderator.

Josnua Youxa,. Clerk.
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