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MINU’I‘ES

O F THB-'-"'

BOWDCINHAM 'Ais’Q

SOCIATION,

HELD a7
READFIELD,
AUGUST :z%th, sad spth, 1793
(‘..—-i--cuw...“.

Wednefday, Suguff 28th.

. T T one oclock, P. M. Elder Wm. Hooper
preached the mtrndu&o'y ferme n, fromw

| Matthew St‘x chap. ard 3d ver Blefled e the powr -

in [pirit ; for ibeiry is the kingdim of beaven,
2. Proceesied to the choice of a Moderator, and
Ciesk.

1. Read letters from the feveral chmcbes" and
.took an 2cccunt of the mombers thay have been
wdded, difmifled. or died the laft yeai = [none hav-
Su:biin excloded)and the mucizt pumictin esch
church, --N.B. Osdaincd Minifier’s nates in

sl Caplale—Liceaced prcgcens i M.




Churches.

Sowdoinham,

[Tarplwell,
Themaiton,
Bowdoin,
Vaflulborough,
Balifton,

Sydney,

R(m'doin,

Hrtron,
Buckfield,
Parig,

Lewiftown,

Readhcld,

&Stcrling,

L2 ]
Meffergers.

Jos Dloossiee,
Caleb "Veit o,
[ Seth Bathora,
(Sav. Woopwarn
J hn Snow,

( Robert Dennen.,
Richard Kating.
(James PoTTeR,
4 Lump/)ry Purtnton,
Lemuel Hat's
Job Chadwick,

g lan(h} Hambiin.
nl mon Potter.
fa Willur,
Lmz Fackfir,
Samuci Ward.
( WM. STinvs0N,

< Tho’s. Morgridge, :

{ Bartholo. TYaylor.

¢ 706 Cufbman,

¢ William Barrows,
Nathansel Chaix,

{ Jacob Whitmar.
Levi Jackfon,

{Bcnja Hammon.
Samuel Simmoens,

§ Abrer Harris,

rIsmc Case,
) William Brigs,
John Comings,

[.evi Morril,
.
(ELien. SmiTH,

< Eleazer Goodwin,
| Abijal: Ciaans,
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RYR]S
Mifcongus fiand, Andrew Fuller. | 4 23
Cufhiog, Epbraim Hall, 20
Nobleborough, Jefle ¥lhint. 12
. Elifha Williams, 2;
tvermore, Ous Robinfon
™ 7(_/77 wa Voung,
Greene, ( Benjamin Cole. | | | 9
Total, 8942! 2693

N. B. The four (aff mentisned Churches, were received
into uniens this year.— Note, alfs the Church of Reaifield
was called Wintbrop, and that of Paris was called Nunber
Sour, in eur laf minutes.

4. Read letters and minutes from the New-
hampthire Affociation. Mcfengers, Elder William
Hooper, and Elder Simon Lock.

5. Therc being prefent {fome members from the
fiter aflociations, Voted, that they take a feat with
us,

6. Chofe brother Fofbu ¥uung to prepare a cor-
refponding letter to the filter affociati ns.— Ad-
journed till tomorrow morning ¢ o'clock —Seve-
ral fermous in the evening, in different parts of
the fociety.

Thurjday merning—Met according to adjrurn-
ment.

7. Read, reviled and adopted the circular let-
ter prcparcd by El¢er Cafe.  Read and approved
the corr efpr‘ndmg letter to the filter afl ciations,
prepared by brother Young.

8. Vuted, that Elder Cale be our meflenger ¢
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h Warrea Affociation ; and that Eider Potter,
Ela:- Stinfyn, Elder Cafe, and brother Y ung, be
our meilengers to the Newhampfhire Aff ciation,
9. Chic Eider Cafe, Ureafurzr to the aflocia.
tion.

Vioted, ¢. it for the tulure, the expenfes of one
mefleager - ¢he Wairen, and two to the New-
hampthire ¢ dociations, be banoe by the feveral
Churches in cur 2 flociaaon,

to. Ch e bruther Youug to prepare a circular
let.cr again@t the next year.

A quc(hon was propofed by the Church of Vaf.
falburough, defiring the opinion of the Aflociation
na st Paul’s meaning, Rom. gth chip 3d ver —
Apiwer, that the Apnitle’s mearning s, " hat it it
would be forthe glory ot God, x wou'd torward
the {aivation ot his brethren the J:ws ; he could be
wuling to {ufler a rrucifizd death, after the exam-
peot Chiet: Forie 1z wiiten, Cufed i evcy
oz ket hungeth en atoee, Dext. av. 23 Gal 3 13

Ag ¢ o the tollowing fupplies, viz. For Sz
ncy, Trdr Smith, 2d Lord's diy in O ber
E.der Sanfon, 2d 1n Januvary 3 and Elder Wood-
ward 2d in June.  Vafalberongh, Elder Smich,
3d Lord’s day in Octoher ; Elder sunfon, 3d in
Jinuary ; and Llder Woodward, 3d in June.—
salit.n, Elder Smith, 4th Loid’s day in October
Lider Stinf n, 4th 1n Jaouary 3 Elder Cafe, gth in
Apni 5 aud Lider Woodward, 4th in June.—
N.bleborough, Licer Cafe, 4th Lord’s day in Oéto-
bor; and Elder vtinfon, 2d in Febrwary. —Hebron,
['lder Cafe, ud Lord’s day 1n janaary ; Elder Ma.
comber. 34 in June; ; and FElder Stinfon, 3d in

Angull —Bucifieid, Elder Woodward, 2d Lord 3
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day in January ; Elder Macomber, «d in June ;
and Elder Stinfon, 2d in Avguft.—Parts, Eder
Woodward, 4th Lord’s day in January ; Elder
Macomber, 4th in June; and Elder Stinfon, 4th
in Auguft. —Lcwiflown, Elder Cafe, 1ft Lord’s day
in March ; and Elder Yotter, iftin Ju'y.—G-eene,
Elder Cafe, 2d Lord’s day in March ; and Llider
Potter, 2d in Ju'v.—Turer, Eldcr Stinfon 28
Lord’s day in Dccamber 5 Erder Cale 1t in jmu-
ary ; and Elder Wo dward, 1t in February.

»1. Appointed broc-ei Young. to {uperintend
printing the minu es.

12. Voted to hod sur Aflhciation at Ballfton,
the 4:h Wedneiday in Augutt, at 1 o’clock, A. D.

1744

CIRCULAR LETTER.
Brechven beloved 1 the Lord,

T is with paculiar fatisfa®ion we now addrefs you ; and we
woull do it in the language of the great Apcitl: of the
Gentiles, to the Ephefians, gth chap. jit vi—* Be ye follow-
ers of Gid as cear chiidren.”  This exhortation we view no
lefs necdtul fi-- us than them, they were numbered among the
Saiats 2na fumtv of Chrilt, had embraced nts holy ordinance:,
and 1n an cpen manner efpoufed bis caufe, and as fuch, would
be noticed by God, angels and men ; therefore it was of the
highelt importance: for them to have a fupreme rezard to the
glory of God, and 1~ walk as ~hildren of the light, ¢lory fying
Guod in botn body and foul @ Is it notthen, brethren, of equal
importance tor us contlan:ly to eye eternal things, make them
the grand terminating ubj-ct of cur faith, and be ever under
thetr governiog induence through our lives *  Surely the
word of the Lord is go>d ; his ways are right and the jult fhalj
walk in them:, Thne unerring oracles of truth {cem abundant-
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ly te difcover ®s, that the blefled God hath pever left him-
. felf without & witnefs, but in all ages has ever had a pecalias
people, that ke ditinguithed from the relt of the fallen race of
mankind, by putting his fpirit in their hearts and manifefing
his divine grace and mercy through hisfon Jelus Chrilt,  But
his family {cems to be greatly iucreaied and multiplied under
the gofpel difpenfation : And in thefe days in which we live,
he feems to be doing wonders that are ever marvellcus 1n our
eyes, caufing multitudes in thele American ciimes, by the
irrefitable energy of his divine fpirit, to fubnic > the fceptre
of the adorable Redeemer ; to come forth in view of the world,
and with their mouths make confeffion unto falvation, and
Cheeitully fubmit to all the ordinances of the great head of the
Church ; and in ajudgment of charity we view them to be
the children of God. 'Tn¢ Lord’s precious eacs are flilcd his
children on account of the near relation they are to him ; and
what makes them truly his children, is their being born again,
not by a corruptible but aa incorrupiible feed, even by the
word and fpirit of God which liveth and abideth forever ; and
they are coalidered dear to him cn account of the infinite ux-
penfe at which they were purchafed, and they appear precious
in his fight, through the comelinefs that Chrit hath adoraed
them with and put on them ; and although God hias various
ways of bringing home his children to himfelf, and they may
differ in fome meafure in their experiences, yet thev feem to
harmonize in the moft effential things, and readily choofe th.

God thould have all the glory of their falvation. Aand dotk
fuch au one, who has been brought to choofe God for his por-
tion, Chrift for his all.fufficient faviour, fec down as an idler
in Chsill’s vineyard ? by no means—+ [ ye love me, ye will
keep my commandments,’’ fay thelipsofttuth ; he himfelf has
made this a tet of our obsdience and friendthip to him, ** then
are ye my triends if ye do whatfoever [ command you :’’ thefe
are the words of our dear Lord and mater, who fpake as ne.
ver man fpake ; and thofe who are deutitute of this evidence
of their Jove to Chrilt, viz. (:hat of of coalcientioufly oblerv-
ing his commacds) are yet itrangecs co him, let their profefe
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fion be what it :nay,  But are we cxhorted tp be follow-rs of
God as dear chi'dren, the queftion is, how ‘fhall we follow
him ? The feriptures, thofe unerring nraclec of truth, furnifh
us with a plain and perfet rule, not only for this, but every
chriftian dety ; {o plain, that even he that rans may read ard
know his duty toth to God and man : uere we may try our
feligion, whether it be truc and genuire, or faife and phara-
faical. To follow God as dear children, implies a comp'eat
dedication. of ourfelves and all that we have 10 God, fincere
and truc obedience to his revea'ed will, with a cheerful fub.
miflion to the do@rines of the crofs, following the lamb where-
foever he goeth.

Brethren, there are feveral things we would recommend tc
yeur careful attention ; anc the firftis, the duty of prayer. to
which we are abundantly excited in the word of God ; whick
includes bath family devotion and fecret or clofet prayer : ~
Likewife we recommend the reading a portior of facred writ,
and explaining it to thofe who may attend with you, in this
folemn duty, previous to ycur enterirg upon it : and by no
means to neple this duty in your families at proper feafons,
on account of the fmallnefs of you:r gifts, or anydarknefs that
may feem to veil your minds ; and by all means maintain a
clofe and conftant waik with God, by cbferving the duty of
fezret or clofet prayer, that he who feeth in fecret may reward
thee openly,~This will greatly tend to fupport the power of
Rehgion in your fouls, and you wiil know by happy experi-
ence, that in keeping this among others of God’s commands,

here is nct only great but prefent reward. Another duty
that we weuld recommend is a circum{peét walk, not only be-
fare your families, but before all men, giving no jult occafion
cf offerce cither to Jew, Gentile, or the houfe of God, & con.
du@ing in fuch a manner in the whole of your deportment,
that others may take knowledge of you, that you have indeed
been with Jefus. Once more we would exhort eachone to fup-
ply his place in the church of Chrift, fulfilling his covenant
vows, and improving every talent, given him by God, fos
the peace and profperiiv of Sion. Brethren, abfe® wot your-
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{ulves from the public worfhip of Ged cn Lord’s days, aor from
any inftituted meeting of the Church, but attend and be adiive
with your covenant brethren, deal in meekmefs, tenderncfs
and faithfuluefs, watching over one another in the love ¢f G- d,
and exercifing that forgiving temper that Chitid has taught s,
Finaliy, brethren, fhew yourfelves veliant foldicrs ¢f the crofs
of Chrift—=thun no duty throagh fear of man or to gain th-ir
applaule, as we truft you are fenfible that the favours of the
world capnot make you happy, nor its frowns m:ke you mifer-
abie ; that the favour of vour Gd islife, and his Joving kind-
nefs better than life. Tho miotives to thefe duties are great,
the caufe is the Lord’s ; the houfe of our Tpiritual David is
waxing flronger and ftronger, and crowns of immortal glory
await thofe that are tound faithful unto deaih ; ard we fhall,
if found amongft the faithful fervants of God, ere lorg bea?-
mitted into the joy of our Lord, where we thall fee his face,

and join the praifing millions arourd the thron. in finging
the fong of Moles and the lamba—— Amen,

Signed in bebalf of the Ayiciation,

WILLTIAM HOOPER, Modiratar.
JOSHUA YOUNG, Clest.

= e — X
Psinted at T, B. Waur's Office. Muin Stree:, Portland, for
the Bowdoinkam Affeciation.




