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MINUTES;

OF THE

BOWDOIN‘HAM _AS-
SOCIATION,

1 E LD A T
BALLSTON,

AUSUST 27, and 28th, 1794

&~ o
Wednefday, Auguf 27th.

.. A T wwo o'clock, P. M. Flder Flipha'et

A Smith preached the introdultory fermng
foom Rev. 14, 4. Teefeare they which follow the
Lamb whither foever be goeth.

2. Proczeded to the choice of a moderator, and
‘u__:-lel\

3 Read letters from the feveral churches ; and
took an account of the members that have becn
rdded, difinifled, excluded, or died the laft year
sud the prefent number in each church.

N. B. Ordained Minifter’s names in fmall Capi.

tals-—Licenced precachers in ltalicks. 1 hote mark-
~d thus * were not prciceat,
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Churcbhes, MefJengers.

JoB MacoMBER,
Bowdoinham, gzgﬁuaﬁﬂiﬁ:

Chomas Disimore
*Sam. Wnobpw R L
kzekiel Spalding.

FLisna Svow,
{ arnes Weed,

Harpfwell,

lhchard Kating.
jaMES PoTTER,

*Humphry Purmlm
Jmes Alexander.

Bowdoin,

. Nehemmh Gould,- |
Vaflalborough, $ ? Stephen Beiden.

Balion, 3 Jpomon potten
Asa WILBUR,

N LemveEL Jacksow

Sydney, Samuel Ward,
Mephtbofbeth Cain.

I'hns. Morgridge.
William Bumpus,
Jepthah Benfon,

Nathan Chace,
Buckfield, 1 Samuel Blake.

{ Bcnj amin Hammon

WiLM. STinSON,
2. Bowdoin, {Barthnl. Taylor,
Hebron, ;

Paris, Mofes Sievens.
Benjamin Merrill,

I.ewiQOWD, § Abner Harrns,

wiiq
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44
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Churches. MefJengers. é g g §2
(Isaac Case, e s
Readr.eld, { William Briggs, |9 3| |75

| William Richards. |

LLIPHALET SMITH'
Sterling, {jcremiah Richards, 8] 2| | 43
Oiver Biilings.
ANDREW FuvLrer,
Barney Fountain, | 4 27
| tphraim Carter.
(*EpuraiM HaLry,
Cufhing, { Benjamin Burton, 23 1 49
L Sampfon Sweetland
NOb!Cb()rOUgh, _]cffe Flint. I' 2 14
Livermore, Llitha Williams. 34 53
Lemuel Comins, ’
Berjamin Cole. ;l ‘3’7
NewSandwich lasc Dexter. | 7

Phiilhp Jenkins, | 3
3 Bowdoin, ~amuel Simmons, 4
Seth Hinkley. ‘ _

L]
e e —

Mifcongus
1{land,

O
(=

Greenc,

Total, 178“24 2887

[Two were cxcluded from the affociation, both
of whom belonged to Bowdoia. |

N B. The two laft mentioned Churches, were reccived
" into unicn this year.

4. Read a letter and miautes from the New.
hampfhire aflociation. Meflenger, Brother Peter
Moores.  Alto, Read midutes from the Warren
aflociation, L -

5. Therc being prefent fome members from the
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fifter affociations, and this aflociation, who were
not cholen as mcflengers ; Voted that they take
a {eat with us.

- 6. Ch.iie rlder Fuller to prepare a corrcfpond-
ing letter to the fiter afloclations.  Adjourncd
till temortre w m . ning. 8 oclock, v

Towrfday m.rning —Mlet according to adjourn-
ment.

7. Read, approved and adipted the circular
Ictter prepued by brother Jothuo Y ung  lLike.-
wife read ani adopted the cortcip: ndr g letier to
the fitler affhciaa ns prepired by brother -uller,

8. Voted that Eider Cale be cur madlenger to
the Warren afl ciaan ; and E der Snow, and
Lider smith to the Newhan pthuce sflociation.

9. Having ncticed a requelt ot the Warren af.
fociatinor —Chofe L der Cate to attend the genc-
ral Committee at sturbnidge—Furnithed him
with a lciter 1 the fime purpafe.

1o. Chole brother Harns T'realurer to the affo-
ciation.

1+ Chofe Flder Potter, Elder Snow, Elder Ful.
ler, brother Young and brother Williams, to pre-
pare articles of taith and a covenant agantt the
rext year.

12. Chofe brother Williams to prepare a circu-
aar letter azandt the next ycar.

13. A queftinn propofed by the Church of Vaf-
falboreuzh, defirning the affeciatien’s opinion on
Hcb. 0 ¢h. 4, 5, 6 vrs.  Allo, another qucftion
frcm Sydney, defiring the opinion of the aflocia-
tion on Matt, 1 ch. 12 vr. Voted, to (ufpend
giving cur opinion till the next aflcciation ; and
chufe elaer Botter, cider Snow, and brotaer Jamies
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Hooper, ccmx’mttce, to confider of the foregoing
quelftions and mcke repoit at the next affociation.

t4. A qucftion afked, vz Isit notazreeable to
Apuftalic mder, that dcacons fhoud be fet apart
by impolition of hands ?-—3Anfwered in the athir-
mative.

SUPPLIES.

Vuflalborcugh— Eldcr Wilbur, 3d Lord’s-day in
September ; If der Macomber, 3d in December ;
Elder Cafe 3" in March; and Eder Jickion, 3d
in June. Butlfen—boder Wilbur, 1t Lord’s
day tn September; blder Ful'er, 1t 10 Decems
ber ; Elder - ate, 2d in March ; and klder Jack-
fon. 4thin Jnne. Nebieborcug h—Elder Fuiler,
2d Loid’s day in september ; Lider Snow, 2d in
Dccember ; Elder Hall, 3d 10 March ; and Eider
Potter, 3d in June Buckfieid—Eider Wood-
ward, :d Lotd’s day in October 3 Eider Snow,
2d in January; E der Cale, 2d in Juoe ; and Elder
Hall, 2d i Auguit. Hebron—Elder Woced-
ward, 31 Lord’s day ia October ; Elcer Snow,
sd 0 January ; kider Cafe, 3d in June ; and El.
der l}a'l, .din Auguit. Par1s—FElder Wood-
ward, sth Lord’s day 1in October ; Elder Snow,
4h in Jiouary ; Eider Cale, 4thin June ; and
E'der Hall. 1t in Augult Lewsloron—Llder
“m.(h, it Lord's dav in Oﬂober Elder Stinfon,
1ft in Jicuary 5 Elder Potter. tft in March ; ; and
Elder Puller, 1t 1a June. Greene—Elder Smith
2d Loid’s day 1n Octeber ; Elder Stiofon, 2d in
Jnuary ; Eider Potter, 2d in March ; aund Elder
Fulicr. 2d 1n June.——— L:vermore— Elder Stinfon,
4th Lerd”s day in October 3 Elder Cafe, 4th in
Deceniber 5 klder Potter, 4th in February ; and
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Elder Smith, 4th in April. New Sandwich—
Eider Jackfon, ift Lord’s day in September ; El-
der Swith, 1ft in Dcccmbcr s Llder Wilbur, 1t
in Maich ; and Elder Jackfon, ift in June.
By requelt trom Furnes—klder Potter, 3d Lord’s
day in February ; brother Cain, 1ft in October ;
brother Ward, 1ft in Jinuary ; and Elder Jack-
{on, 1ft 1n July. By requelt from Canaan—El-
der Cafe, 4th Lord’s day in January ; brother
Young 2d in Febtuary; & Elder Jackion 't in May.
15. Chofe brother Young to fuperintend priut.

ing the minutes.
16. Voted to held our affociation the next year

at Readfield, the third Wednefday in Augutt, at
1 O’clock P. M.

* % %
CIRCULAR LETTEHR.

Beloved Feliow Traveilers,

N our two laft, we have given you fome fpecimens of the
grourds of chriftian fellowfip, and of fume duties incom-
bent on chrifiians. We will now attempt to fet torth fome of
the bexevolent eff-&s, which wili difcover themfelves where
fuch fel'ow thip prevails, and fuch dutics are pra&tifed.

By benevelence, we underfland ihat temper of mind, thatis
difpvfed to view all things according to iheir own merit, or
\\onb —a&ts abcve felf, and 10 the honor and glury of God :
And is the fpring or fource fiom whence all right exercifes
moft low; and no performarce, withouot it flows from this
princigle, is worth the name of a duty. But when the foul
1- governed by it, falutary effcéts will appear, whether the per-
fon governed by it aétsin public or private capacity —Wheth.
er as a prezcter or hearer. Infpired with this, the preacher
geos forth facing a frowning world, although reproached arnd
fce fled at, and the blefied truths he delivers, ridiculed and re-
jected ; yet he feels his fcul 1a puriuit of the happinels of
theirs, ernd his cwn !ife would not be dear to him, it he could
but win their fouls to Chrift.
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Governed by this. every ambaflador of Chrift will endeavour
to accnmodate himfelf to the lhwett capacity, and ioteredt
him(elf in the moft intricate cafe of his hearers : And aiming
at their good can fav with Paul *¢ I feek noc yours but you.’*

And although they a‘e confcious of the 2Zofpel rite, ¢ that
they that preach the gofpel, fhould live of the gofpel;*® vet
they count it even a reward to preach the gofpel without
charge; 1 Cor 14.—~18. D:firous that it fhould have free
courfe and be glorified, they are willicg to vnd-rgo many
firaits and difficulties in difpenfing of it. To fpend and be
fpent in the caufe of God will be the delight of thofe, that are
governed by a fpirit of true benevolence.

How far trom fuch a fpirit are thofe whofe narrow aims are
governed by fupreme love to SeLr, inftead of the glory ot God !
Who profefs much love to their hearers, yet appear by their
c :nduft, to love sheir property, rather than their foul’s eternal
welfare ! Bur, ¢ Beloved, we are perfuaded better things of
y~ro—althoogh we the: fpeak.”

On the other hand ; will not benevolence bave its pradlical
effe@s on hearers as well as preachers ? But how will it ap-
pear, barely in their goiog to hear fermons, or rather in their
atteation to the word, defirous 10 know ¢¢ that grod and ac-
ceptable and perfe® will of God,”” and to doit? When it
prevails, will it not be p-rceiveable in everv department of
life ? Will not bufbands governed by sbis exhibit due benevo-
lence tawards their wives ; and awives fee that they reverencé
their hufbands ? Will not m7fers ufe fuitable compaflion to-
wards their fervants ; an.l jervants yield due obedience to
their mafters ? Is not benevulence the moft powerful fource of
parental affe&ion ? s not ¢bis fufficient to prompt them to
fudy their children’s beft good ; endeavouring to *¢ bring them
up in the norture and admonition of the Lord 2’ Aad what
fpirit can children have, that will make them more dutiful
(where they have been taught it) thag a benevolent one ? s
there any principle from which a people can «&, that will
make them live more agreeable in neighbourhood & fociety than
benevolence 7 Confcious of their own imperfe&ions, will not
_ they ufe foitable compaflion towards others (when dealing with

them about their failings) not willing to expofe their weake
pefs, when they have reafon to hope their aim isright? Again,
is there any beauty, or happinefs, among hearers as a parith
or fociety, where they are not governed by a bemswolent spiris 2
Is not their beauty and happinefs radically cortained in it ?
Can the gofpel miniltry be fupported in a fuciety in peace and
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snity, where they are not governed by fuch 2 principle ? Is
not the waat of ¢4ss, the very grounds of beare-s’ lodking fa
mach onc wpon another (refpefling fupporting the l!lllllﬁr))
rather than freely aQliag their own part, in communfcating
fach things as God bas givea them ? Will thofe thac are gove
erncd by & bewevolent (pisit, Rudy every femi-wadt of their
owa ; confulting the b=t meafures to fecure their owa proper-
*y, bcfare doing any thing towards eneauvraging, and fupport-
ing the gofpel miniitry ? Can bearers be governed by a fpirit
of beacvolence, and not compaflionate tha caufe of their preach.
ers, making of it their owa-~and as really rejoice in rclieving
theis wants, as in feeing their beautifal feet upca the maun-
tains, bringing the glad tidings of peace ¢ In fhore, will not
cvery benevelent foul, love to do good to all, efpecially the
hautho!d of faith 2 How different from this benevolence is the
coadat of thofe, whofereligioa confiits in hzaring more than
obeying—ewho rule with authority—govera fiowardly—and
difcipline with cruelty ? Or thofe, who inRead ot fecking the
gooc } of each othc,, are Rudying their own ; 3lfo making the
worlt of every oce’s failings but their owo ? How different
frem the demevolence that bas been defcribed, are the feelings
and condu& of thofe, who never feel willing w0 relieve the
poor and needy, or to faccour God’s minifers unlefs driven to
1t by the lathes of confcience or fear of {alling under the cen-
fere of thafe from whom they cannot bide their felfifhaets ?
Bit brethres, we hope your deportment will ever be fuch that
we ciay have good grounds to hope for better thinys from yod
—and things cthat occompany falvation ! Bre:brcn. if what
has been fuggefed be coanforant with bewevoliace (and they
that are otherwife cannot be hid) how ooght we to compare’
oar lives aad coedud with the word of God 7 Anrd let con-
{<ience do its ofice if we arc found waating !

Ta profefs benewalence and be a Rranger to its effe@: well
be no uiorc benefic to our fouls (ia a dying Lour) thaa iz would
beaetic a deilitute brother to fay ta him, be you fed and cloath-
cd, ye: give him oothiag. Happy the perion whether przach-
er or hearer, that ypea cxamination can dnd the witnefs in
himf{elf, that real Aesewelerce is the leading principle of his
foul ! Ard is daily bewailing betore God the remainsof SgLr
that is yect unconqeered by BENgvoLsNCE !

Signed in bebalf of 1be Afexiation,
WILLIAM STINSON, Moderator.
ELI>HA WILLIAMS, Cirk.



