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M 1 N U T OE S
OF THE

BOWDOINHAM
ASSOCIATION,

BELD ACTHE BAPTIST MEZETING HOUSE IN
RIEADT FIELD,
ACGUST 1gth wnd 2¢:h, i3, ,
< et AR 5 e
IWedw fday, Augufl voth,
T two o'clock, P. M. Flder Samuel Sheuhard

pre'u]c{ thv introdultery fermon, from

uTlm, ath clap, l.zm v opart 8thover, Lt goditnefi rs

N oprafitale e @l This 5, /mzm" puurt/c q/ the life
et oa toand of that n/rz histo come.

o Lioccete Tio the choies of a moderator and clerd.,

3« Rezllecers iom the feveral churches; and took
an accor m of the members that have been added, dif-
mifled, died or excluded the lafl year; and the pw!cn
pinbrer 11 eacn iupen.

N. b, Ovdained Miniflers’ names in SMALL CAPI-
TAaLs—-Licenfed preachers in JStalects,

Cawrcheic - Mdofengers, b R
Jons MacomBER, a BRI RE S
Bowdoeinham, € Jofhua Bailey, ¢ | 49
Jolin Dunfinore,
Harplw 1, SaMm. Woonarb, ) 59
Firisua Svow, -
Thomaflown, < John Bridpes, 23] 1] 192) go
Elifhe Snow, | jun.
. ames Porson,
Bowdoir, {i[nhn Wheeler. Y
Nehemial Gould,
Vaflalboie' Jabes Lewis, 5 af 39
' Job Cliadw ek,




2 \

Oburckes. ij/cn ers. | Moy
JosHua Youne, | &.Ek:-‘i b
Palllion Solomon Poter, ' )
’ Thomas {ld" 1] 3
L Jofeph Buily.
ém WiLBur,
EMUEL JACKSON,
Ridaey, { Samuel Waer 9 68
\Awl'ep/an/ketﬁ Cain. lr
ILLIAMSTINSON, ~
ad Bowdom, Th‘)mas Morgridge, y o4
Hebron, Samuel A. Hagg, 39
Buckfield, Samuel Blake, ’
uckhe Nathan Chace. 2 a8
AM!S Hoorer,
Paris, cn]amm Hammond. & 3¢
Benjamin Merril, h
Lewilton, {joﬁah Mitchel, 5 9] 2| |58
Abner Harris.
Isaac Casek, h
William Bnggs
Reldﬁclcd, inhn Comins, 7l 4 %o
ewis Morril,
Nathaniel Stan!cy.
EvipHAaLeET SyaiTy) |
¥ayetie, Jofhua Walton, 8 51
Daniel Wyman,
Mifcong.10and, ANpREW FuLLER. | 4] 1 31
Cuthing, ErHraiMm HacLe. 9l o 1} 5] 49
Nobleborough jofe h (‘hapmu. ) 1} 15
Livermote Elifha Hellrams, 8 al A 6
co ’ Oty Robzq/on. N bo
' Bcnj.mug Cole,
e, Lol omin | | |
Amaziah Reed.

N“"S”‘“"“hiiila:bﬁcﬁtﬁf{ngmn. : | 18
4d. Bowdoin, g:}?}:’;{'g‘?&?’s' 4“ al 1] | 24
Buatows, {gmptinveetind, ||| | |
Powgloucefler jggg vazrf(;;;n 16

Total, us;sol 9'41l964
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-~ N. B. Thetwola mentioned Thurches, were veceived
snto whion this year. The Church called Fayette, wis
salled Sterling tn our laft minutes.

4. Read a letter and minutes from the Newhampthire
aflociation, brought by their mcflenger, Llder Samuel
Shephard. y

5. Chole Elder James Hooper and brother Flagg t®
;rcpa.c a correfponding letier to the-Warren, and Elder

uiler to the New Hampthire affociations.  Adjourned
tll to morrow morning, 8 o'clock.
- Thurfday morning — Met according to adjo..rnment,

6. cad{ approved and adopted the cucular leiter.
Likcwife read and adopted the correfponding ietters to
fulter aifociations.

7. Voted that brother Williams be our meffenger to
the Warren affociation, and Eleders Cafe and Hooper,
to the New Hampthire affociation.

8. Chofe brother Harris, Treafurer to th:c aflociations

g. Chole Elder Hooper to prepare a circular letier
againft the next year.

The affociation were requefled to give their opiniont
o Heb, 6th Chap. 4th, sth, & Gtk Verfes. Although
the affociation unammoufly hold the do&rine of the final
perfeverance of the Saints, they are not perfeftly agreed
in their judginent refpelling the apo!{;cs meaning. —=
The commitzee who were appoin:ed to confider of it,
made the following report, viz. The chara&ers {poken
of by the Apoftie, appear to be parrallel with the chiara&er
of Balaam, Numbers, e4th C. 3d V. &c. of Saul, Samucl,
10t8 C. 10th V. of Felex, Atts, a4tk C. e5th V. 2l va
rious others, too many to enumerate, We acquiefce.
in the Apoftles affertion in the 8ih verfe.—* Brerhrem -
we are p.rfuaded better things of you, and things that
accompany [alvaison.”

heir optnion was alfo requefledon Mathew:, 1122 C,
32tR V-m——Anfrver—It is evident the kingdom of Hea
ven confifled of Chiift and his church, then prefent in
the land of Judra.. They fuffered violence from the
perfecuting jews, and thofe violen: perfecuting Jews
took them.by force ; carried them to prifon, and put
fome to death, notwitl:ftanding they fuffered it patient-
l&', blefling them that curfed, and piaying for thcir per-

cutors, as Chiifl tieir Aing bad taught them, T‘.ut»
we give as the literal meuning of the paflage.
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- As it was thought expedient to contrat our articles
of faith, more conaiiely than they are now expreffed
in our conteflion of luth, alrcady printed, tor the con.
venicence of Churches on adiniflion of members, not de.
figning any alteration therein, reference to be had to
iaid confefhon of faith for expofition and proofs ; we
prefent the following articles of taith and covenant, {ot
the ufe of our Churches ;

Having been enabled by divine grace to give up our-
{elves to the Lord, we account it a duiy incumbent up.
on us, to make a declaration of our faith, to the honor
of Chrift and glory of his name ; knowing that as with
the heart, man believeth unto righteoulnefs, fo with the
~mouth, 'confeflion is made unto falvation,

‘We believe that the feriptures of the old and new
Teftaments are the word ol God ; we bhelicve (here is
but one only living and true God ; we believe the im.
portant dottrines of three equal perfons in the God Lead ;
eternal and perfonal eleftion ; oviginal fin; parucular
rademptiou ; free jultification by the impured righte-
oufnefs ot Chrift ; ethcacious grice in Regeneration ; the
final perfeverance of real believers ; the refurrcition of
the dead ; the future judgment ; the eternal happinels
of the ri&htcous’; and everlalting mifery of the impeni-
tent.  We alfo believe that bep:ifm and the Loids {up-
per are ovdinanices of Chiifl, to bz continued wuti! Lis
fecond coming, and thc formecis requifit to the lawer,
that is to fay, that thofe’arc 1o be admitted into the com.
munion of the church and fo o partake of its ordinances,
who upon profcllion ef their Gsith have been baptized by
ymmerfion in the name ot the Fathcer, of -he Son, and of
the Holy Ghofl. | |

e e A IS Sy s -
THE CCVENANT,

TE do now, iu the prefence of the alt feeing and moft
gracisus God, and before Angels and men, give up
ourfelves to the Loid Jehavah, Father Son and Holy Spiris,
and avouch nim this nay to be our Father, Saviour, Leader,
and Teacher, and receive him ad our only portion for ever,
Alfo we receive Jelus Chrift as the Supreme head of the
Church ; and mediator of 1the new covenant 1 and oni oo
phet, Prieft and King tu govern and teach us in the way
to, and appearas onr advocste with the Father for our ad-
sattance. We acknowledge it is 0w indifpenfible duiy to

-




worify our cavenant God, by living Lolv lives in this pre.
fent worid, in all ovur feveral places and :cl..mms Aud we
engage LY divine 2ffiflance 1o improve onr time, firength,
talt'nr and anvautages for tie s‘l iy of Crod (hr' gnod of
our fellow men,  Promifiag that by divine help we will
walk in our toufes m the fear of Guid ¢ taining up thofle
coir mitted to our carein the mirture aud afmoniton of the
Lord. Wealfogive o nurfeves tv ons another, coveiait-
ing aud vrou Eﬂmg to 2% towsnds ench other as Lredhren in
Li."u} Watching not on'y agui: 1.( thefe that are cailed
fnre grofs evils, bug aifo againit w!l faolifh taiking and 3cﬂ-
mg, which 18 not convenetr; alfn dif] pmmg about wor’s
and things titat lead to firie, or dili: g rding promides, and
pot fulfitling engrgements, 1atling and backbiting, fpending
ume idly 2t taveens or elfewt ‘6, and all vain and unnece:.
fuy snverfation on the Lovd’s o iv ;5 or what{oever is cong
trery to God's word.  Prowitling to hold communion to.
pf'mu, in the worfhip of God, ordinances of Chrit and dil-
cipline of lis Coure h, ace: dding as we are od fhall be guided
therern by the word and {pirit ‘of God : Believing that he
will further and mere glori m\'..) apel his word and “the my{-
teries of his kingdgem.  Mean while fiving tothe biood of
the everlafting covenant for the p- ;dun of our mauy errors,
and praying that the Almghity winl! prepare and Hc-mrth-
en us for every good work ; workicrg in s that whic s
well pleafing in his fight, thiongh Jefis Chrid our Lodd
1o whom beglory for ever and ever, Amen.
W

SUPPLIES

Va%’&"wﬂ———l.hler Maconmbar, 3d Lord sdavin O&aber
Elder Wilbur, 31 in Tanvary; Eidr Jackfon, 3d in April:
Elder Snaw, 3d in Iuiv.-——Bzi,".on-hdcr Potter, 4th
Lord’s dav in September ;. Ewler Tiall, ath in .Deceniber g
Eider Fuller, gth in alarch; Lider Qnow 4thin July,—
]\cé/riarum{-—} iier Spow, 3d lLord's dav in Septeaber;
Fide¢ $ali, adin January ; Fider Fuiier, 3d in April; Elder
\Vncnward, 5¢in July.—e—Buckiield—LElder Woodward, 1t
Lncd’s day in Q2oher; Flder Lafc, 2d.in Jenvary ; Eldsr
Wilbur, 2d in March.——Hebron—=Eider Vw’ondwaxd 2d
Lord’s dav in O&ober; Elder Cafe, 1t in jm'mrv' tider
Wilbur, 3d in March. Lewiftin—Elder Cafe, th in
Novembery Elder Smith, 4th in ¥ebruary ; Elder Stinfon,
4th in May; Elder Poster, ath in July. ——=Greene—lLillcr
Yackfon, 2d Lord’s dav in Oftoher: E'der Stinfon, 2d m
Jenuary; Elder Simith, 2d in April; .?d'_‘r Potier, 3d in
[elv. -——-—l,:‘ ermare-~aElder Cafe, gth Lord's dav ja Oédto.
bor; h.:!.:. Smith, sth in December; Lider Siiufon, 4th in
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February,———New Sandwieh—TF.!der Jacklon, 1 Lard’s day
in Septemher; Elder Wilbur, st in December ; Elder Cafe,
1t in March; Elder Smith, 1ft in Jnne.———Barretforcn—e
Elder Jackfun, 4th in Qftobery Kider Macomber, 3d in
February, Elder Hall, 2d in May ; Elder Snow, 2d in Au.
guit, New Ghwnecfier—Elder Macomber, 2d Lord's da
in November; Elder Stinfon, 1ft in February ; Elder Cafe,
i in June,~——=By requelt from 7wruer~brother Flagg, (ft
Taivd's day in September ; brother Cain, 1ft in December;
brother Robinfan, 3d in February By requeft from (.q.
agax-~Llder Jackfon, 2d Lord's day in Septembier; Lroek
Ward, 2d in November; brother Cain, 2d in Murch.

4

10. Chofe brothes Williams to fuperintend the print.
ing of the:minutes, | |
+ 11, Voted to hold our Affociation the next year at
g"ﬁe' the fourth Wednelday in Auguft, at 1'oclock,

o et R RSt ——
CIRCULAR LETTER
Dearly Beloved,

HE prefent aﬁe feems pregnant with great events, The
natiuns of the earth appear in commotion, and «~hate

ever may be the views of contending purties, God our Sa«
vior has a gnod and bencvolent end to anfwer, to which
even the efforts of his enemies fball be fubfervient ; but how
reat the honor of being numbered with hix fincert ard zeas

~ lous friends. If the days we hope for are athand, the queftion
eoncerning the prefent race of profeffors is this: Shall we
be among thofe who will be employed in bringing forward
the glorious period, or among thofe that muft be rewroved
out of the world before the happy time can hegin. The
whole creation groancth and travaileth in pain until now ;
and certainly if we Bave'the fi ft fruix of the fpirit, we aiio
thall long and labor for the redeinption of the whole myfti.
cal body of Chirft. Let us not ceafe crying mightily unto
the Lord until the fpirit be poured upon s from on high;
then the wildernefs hall become as a fruitdul field, and the
defert like the garden of God. Yes, beloved, the feriptures
fhall be fulfilled. Jefus mnfl reign univerfaily 5 all nations
fhall own him; all peop'c hall ferve him. Hiskinglom
fhall be extended, not by hwman raight or pawer, but by the
effufion of his holy fpirit. e will be cxalted in his own
ftrength 5 whatever dirk feenes we weay fee firfl, bis brighr.
pefsis as the light. He cannot crr, + His whole plan is
clear before him ; and be hath power sUiolutely julnie ‘@

v
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execute it.  And s he lo.es tn nake his firength perfed in
weakiels, our own infufficicr.cy and imbecility is no objec.
tion to his ufing us in the advancement of his bletled caufe.
The weaker we are in ourfeives, the more will the excel.
fency of the power appear to be of God. Wherefoie be.
loved, be ye zcalous, ftedfuft acd unmoveable, always a-
boum&‘.n in the woik of the Lo:d. Weare taught, ¢ That
it is good to be zealoufly affefted always ina good thing.”
And :f our ardour of toul be from the {pirit of é;od, accord-
ing to the reveuled will of God, it is the nobleft, mofl de-
firable, moit heavenly and moit beieficial exertion of the
human mind. In every thing but religion, an ardour de.
feribed by the term enthufiafm or z:al, is ailowed and com.
mended by the world : A military, a patriotic enthufiafm,
even when it carries men beyond tl.e i€l bounds of coot
reafoning, and exaét prudence, fails net to meet with ad-
mirers. Qur zcal inay be fervent in every thing withoue
eenflure, fave when we are zealous for the glary of God, and
the falvation of immostal fouls. But however it may Le op-
pofed, there is an enthufiafin or zeal of this fort, which forms
the higheft elevation and the nobleit effort of the human
foul. Such a zeal animated the gieat apoftle Paul in all
his felf-depying libors and futferings, and filled (under the
guidance of the Holy Ghoft) bis writings with fuch ardeat
zeal for the honor of his dear Savior, and affe€tion for the
fouls of men. Such a zeal he exprees, when le favs,
¢ For whether we be be(ide outrfelves, it is 1@ God; or wihe-
ther we be fober, it is tor your caufe. For the love of
Chrift conftraineth us.” But on the other hand, there is
danger of a counterfeit, pernicious enthuGafm or zeal, which
ought to be very carefully cuarded againft by every religious
profeffor and zealous preacher. In order to conftitute this
culp;blc zeal or euthufqafm, either ghe ardour of the foul
which is excited maft procecd from a heated imagination,
or from a delufion of fatan, inftcad of being produced by a
divine infinence; or the caufe in wifich this avdor is em.
played muft be the cayfe of fe)f and error, inftead of the
caufe of God and truth; or it muft exere itfelf in unjuftifi-
able meafurcs and practices. True zeal is that pure and
“heavenly flame, which is fupplied by the fire of love, while
that which frequea:ly bears the name, is nothing but felf
jn difgnife.  True zeal is mild and merciful. 1t exercifes
pity and forbearance. Falfe zeal is head-flrong and ferce,
and hreathes a revengful fiirit,  Zéal for truth warms the
ehriftian; but {eif contends for names and formg—
W Bus felf kowever well employ'd '
Has felfin ends inview;
nd [ys, as ooafling Fehw cry'dy
‘4‘ Cogre foo wha! f cai oo,

|}
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&' miay it porr researd ohraia
Auid be oplavded Fere ;
Bur mealthe oeht aprlanfe will gain
Wihew Jefus phadl apnear.”

But Dicthren, if our zeal be warranied by the word of
G.d, if it do not tend to the difbounr of God, and if it be
confined tn tis esercites to the rules and precept of the word
of God, how intenfe joever it may be, there is no juft refon
for cenfuring it; unlefs men can be too gealous fot the glo-

xy of God, and the falvation of fouls. .

Weare here ina fiate of rnparfe®ion, but the time is
coming wheqg the fainis witl ire pesfedted. all difference in
Afentiment or practice, al difagrecmest from imperfeci know-
. kedye and difcordant palions, wil forever ceafe.—Love, jov,
cace and harimony wili reign timnphant, and pervade the

whole fociety of heaven. “Ulhe powers of the fonl will te

expanded, tu comprehend nuch of the glory of immaunuel.
It wiil enjuy the opea vilion of his face ; fee the beauties of
his facred perfon, and difcern the wondsrs of his 'g'rac'e.
Mleries which now appear dark and intricate, concerain

th:e nature, decrees and providences ¢! God, will then be ua.

folded with light and g¢lary, to s view.  The tplendor and
glories of the heavenly world vall fand d .l lofed to its
aitonifhed niind,  The fulne & of Chooll wilb Liing bis fainty
iato a ftate of holy contorinity 1o hiuyy or they will be ful-
Iy confirmed to that flare of monal excelleney, giory and
happincis, to which le 25 their forercancr and Savior s ad-
vanced. Preis on with arnelt and conflant diligence,
“ roward the mark for the prize of the high calling of Ged
in Chrift Jefus ;" aiways confidering, that thote, all thofe,
aud none but itofe © whoeadu. 2 to the end fhall be faved.”
 E’er long, if fodnd the hwaoie roidoners of Jofus, yon will
be freed from ali the forrows and trials of this mortal ftate;
vour weary {dols now tofled i the teminefl of life, will be
landed iafc on the thares of un Lappy ipn wrtality, and mina

ied with the wocisty OF the tlefled 5 vour Lps be tuned, to
join in the haliilujahs of haaven, chanting torth the wea.
ders of redecming love, and adoring © Ifim who fitteth up-
on the Thro ., and the Lemb, forever and ever.”

Now unto him thit is ali'e to keep you from falling. and
to prefent you faulticfs hetore tive prefence of his glory with
exzesding Joy, to the ounly wile God our Saviour, be glory
and majeity, domirion a.d power, both now and ever,

AMEN.
Sig-edindelal ol 1 1Tk,
AMUTL SHEPITARD. lederator,
-4 E1ISHA WILLWJAMY Uk,
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