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MINUTES, &c.

e 0 ——
BLOOMEFIELD, Wedresacy. Sepecieor -

A wen notork, AL M. brother Jer. Chaplain preached an Introductory
Jerinar from Peatms 68, 3 verse, :
Al ored oz half hour—=Met by adjomrnment and

1. Cihase brather Seivanus Bowrdman, Moderator -

3 Clime beather Jootah Houglaon, Clerk; and brother Wiathirop Morse,
Assaoas Clak

3. Ater prover by the Clerk, chose hrethren Chugit an, Maatin and Wi,
2 Comnattea 1o examine the Circular and Corresponaings Lotters,

4 Apponted berthien Hover, Dagprev wid Kondaldl, w Commatee t propor.
tini: the exnenses on the Churches for printcg the Moautes, Sc.—to receive
the money, and settie with the Treasurer.

5. Calied tor the Messengers and Manutes frem Corresponding Associations,
and received as foiluws

AS>OCIA TLONS. VESSENGERS.
YORK, - Letters and Minates.

LINCOLN, do. do. Phinehas Pilsbury,
CUMBERLAND, do. do.

N. SCOTIA & N.
BRUNSWICK, §
EASTERN MAINE, ¥ ctter. Wm. Johnson.

Invited the Messengers from Sister Associations 1o sit in council with us,

6. Read the Letters from the scveral Churches, and took the following ac
~cant of Members ndded, dismissed, excluded, and deceascd the year past,
and the present numberin cach Church. )

N B. The names of orda ned Ministers are insyrarny cazrtavs; licensed
preachersan irafic. The ministers” names with this mark®, were not present .
Churches marked thus 4, we had ns imfoemation fiom this session @ Vacan
Churches distinguished £y —— —-.

do. do. LEdward Manning

Alled 1y N
R el B 5
el S~ -~
! ?Cl XlF(z|~] &
Churches, Elders & Messeiigeis £zl
) ~ ‘
Bowdoinham, Daxien Pieasox. f 6 1} 1] 62
st Bowdmn, Tasern Doxswow,® ¢ 3| 1] 4! 51 11 129
S:moan Conner, :
15t Sidney, Ass Wrrwna, 4 3 1| 1] 46
) VWoilliam Tewis, 2 .

William Standes
15t LitcLfield, — PS4 7 13¢
Joihn Dennis,
Jorn Gluss,
T.cwisioh, Bex)a MIN Corie,
Jarvies Gakcrron, :
Jcob Goidze, 1
Readfield, Yatan Hovortios, !
Isasc ©asE, ] ,
[]
4
|

Samucl Tage,
Witliam Richards,
Willium Tavlor,

1 evi Moreell, Tv




Fayette,

Jreence,

\\'3} ne,
Lishon,
ul.atua,

Wiles,

Mt. Verron,

! eeds,

Injustry,

New Shuron,

Bloomfield,

.d Sidaey,

¢d Bowdoir,

Belgrade,

Hallowell,

2d Lisbon,
Cornville,

Harmon:,
Jarmington,

AMlonmouth,

(s,

jease MarTIN,
Oviver BrLuings,®
Benjamin Palmer,
Joseph Anderson.
Joux Daceer,
Jesse Cuoburn,
Auron Dugget,
Reuben Curtis

S:nuel Brown.

James StvanT.

Ma niBosueix Cans,
Francis Powers,

Joseph Spears, Jr.
Jares Pruwce,

Jaies Labree,

David Jenkins.

AulHUk DRINKWATER,®
John Hovey,

Barnurd Kin.ball,
Nathan Rubinson.
THoxas Francis,®
Mortia Leonard,

Gauddins Lane,

Barnabas Howard,
Joseph Gould.

Robert Lambert,

Benj. Cotule,

Rowland Luce,

Murtin Mower.
Syivaxvs BoaArRDpMAYN,
Sumuel Prescott.
JonaTHAN S1EWARD,
RouserT CoBunyw,
Thomas Steward.
Edmund Howard,
Jonathun Mathews,
Jeremiah Thayer.

William Ljydson,
Isaac White,
Frias Tavior,
Shadrack Rollings,
Jolin Holmes,

lsaac tletcher,
Jrel Spauld ing.
WixiHkoP Morse,
James Hinkley,
Henry Mulliy
Wicrrax Frosr,>

Sumuel Fogg,
Juseph Whicher,
BexjanmiNn BisBE,
Jolin Evans,
Jumes Leighten.

Eliphalet Bucher,
Wiiliam Parke:.

David Woasdeock
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Faluyra, Joseru Brasper, &
John . hite,
David H Jewett,

2d Litebficld, W Siinson,® 3] 3 4 .
Win. Bartlety, v
Samue ) Blanchard,
Euncch L,
Reng Shaw,

5d Livermere, FLias Nevsow, 2 | 100
Jonatan Libby,
Eben't Turner

Canaan, —— 6| 5| 2 34
Eliukim Ames,
Joseph Iretand.

Weld, Arazian REED, 2 21 40
LeMvern Jacksox®

Moscow, —— 191 1] 3| 1 2
Johin Stnith,
Jacob Temple,
Thomas Chase.

Phillips,i 10

Tepsham, Hexry KeXpALL, 3] 4y 242 60
WixsLow StapLes,®

Gardiner, 2 )
Levi Youxg,

Guilford, THomas MACOMBER, 211 34
Robert Herring.

Waterville, JereMian CHAPLAIXN, ‘ll() 311 3
Thomas Parke
Funn Turrey, jr.

Parkman, Zexas Havt, 13 5 1 a
William Brewster. '

varthihill, _ 5 6 o4
Scth Browning,
Samuel Door.

’d Canaan, 15
Nathanie) Hubbard.

Norridgewock, _— 10
Duvid 8. Trask

Athers, 10
Ebenczer Cole. SR [ S VU N D

157 75025382027

N.B. Tre three 125t named Churcher were reccived the present seasion,

7. Voted to adiouta woat] tomorrow marningg, 9 o’cloek

Preaching in several parts of the town and vicinity in the evening.

THUrsDAY Mortine, 9 o'cLock.—Met agreeably to adjournment—
Vraver by tire Moderator,

. Pas-ed the fellvving vote—Whercas O ver Peabed, has been in the hal it
of travelling in diffcivut parts of our land, and of oftfering his gift as an Elder
of the particula: Lantist denomination—This is to certify that said Peabody ¥
an excluded mewhey, and that this Association foel it to be their duty o state
thatan thewr orunton Laid Peabody ought by no mcans 1y be countenanced
sue i procedure

9. Vored tr opan a enrrespondence vl the Eastern Maine Assaciation.

19, Voted to allow the messenger to Jhe Eastern Maine Association eight
dellars. and to the Cumbertand two dollars.

11. Voted Wm. Richards Treasurer of the Associatim,

12 Chosc histher Francis Secretury of the Associution, )

17. Chose LElders Dapget, Martin and Kendlail, & Committee to nominats
riessengers to corresponding Associations.

14. Chose brother Francis, Agent of Foreign Missione,

235 Read the Clrcalar and Corresponding Lettons and uszented dhem
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16. Chose brotlicr Morse to prepare the Circular, and brother Murtin tiie
Carresponding Letter for next year. )

17. Chose brethren Francis, Chaplain and Dagget, a Committee to corre:.
vond with the Board of Foreign Missions. _ -

T8 r\ppninled messengers to sister Associatnons! viz : Dapggett to the Cum
perland, Taslor to the York, 'Huughton to the Lincoln, Morse to the New
Brunswick and Nova Scutia, Pierce to the Eastern Maine.

19. Voted to recortmend to the Chuerches that they contribute to the sup-

rt of Elder Job Macomter; and a contribution was taken in the Association
of §v,33 for his benetit. )

o). Passed the following resolve, viz: Understanding that the Trustees of
the Maine Lit. & Theol. Institution are about to erect a large building for the
we of that Seminary—Ruesolved, that we recorimend to the Churches compo-
sing this Association, to use their best endeavors to assist the said Trustces
in this arducus undertaking. :

21. Vuted, the Clerk superintend the printing of the Minutes, and that 1600
copies be printed.

22 Voted the next Association be holden in the south Meeting-House in
Lewtston, on the fourth Wednesday of Sept. next, at 10 o'clock, A. M. and
that bruther Buardman preach the Introductory Sermon.

23 Voted that the committee charged with money for the Foreign Mission,

Pt

forward the same 1o Dr. Baldwin.
24. Chese Messrs. Hovey, Houghton and Morse, a committee to request

of brothe~ Cha:l.in a copy of the Introductory Sermon for the press.

£ Sepplics fur the Church in Wayne, 7 Supplies for the Ciurch in Monmouth,
Eldet Fooroe, irst Lord's day in November. Elder Pierce, first Lurd’s day 1n June.
Edet T-+i:, du.  doo Januan. Elder Tayloi, thud  da. do.

Eder Fraza,s, do. doy May.,
Eider Tovtor, de du. Jane,
RECEIVED FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Curh & sy Woies dls. 4.20  Temale Soci-ty in Topsham, 12.00
N Ve Bavaue, EX Do, du, Litehfield, B.25
D do. Lot o, 1,75 Do do.  Fayette, 14,50
i o B -, 547 Do, do, Garuiinr, .50
. u 1.5, 4.78 Do, da.  Bewdein, 25

Bop fw i Madisuly 100  Du. do.  Gnep 1401

M. . o, 400 Do. do. Wisne, 437

| LR T 100 Du. do. New Sharon, 1054

Nehavad Blohe, 50 —_—

Total, dls. 100,14
RECEIVED FOR I0ME MISSIONS,

Female Socicty in Maunt Vi, 15.:0.22  Contrisution in Greene, dls. 7,10
Du. de.  Roadtul !, 1700 Cuntributiva of Buwdomhem Association, 37.69
D, diy, Colertu, 11,10

Church il Society w: o o, 473 Tuotad, dis. 5059

- ——

CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Elders anl Misevge.s of the Bowdoinham Jssccialion, to the
Churciios the vepresenty, Christian salutation.
Dear BrETHREN.

Scarprrae and experience both assure us that the prople of God enjoy fel.
lowship with him. 7This is a tiuth us precious as it is certain, and may weit’
mspire us with a devout and grateful astonishiment.  There is an infiite dis-
parity between the High wud Lotty One wao inhsbiteth eternity and the most
exalted of his creatires.  Such, however, is his condescension, that he deigns
o commune nnt ity with the seraphs who surronnd his throne, but even witk:
the meanest of o.r sinful ruce who humble themselves before bum, and pre
sent him the sacritice ot hroken and contrite hiearts.  This, asitis a most strik.
g proof of the freeness and sovercignty of that tove wihiich passes knowiedge,
0 fatiords believers the noblest pleasnres ; pleasures which assimilate thew
souls to God, and constitute their chief felicity both in the prescit and fiture
worid. ’

_Batimportant and interesting as this subject is, we cannot at present perst
‘Ue comtemplation of i© The !zl orshin to which your attention, i::‘--thrc ”

Woeem o
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il now beodirectelis that which Christians enjoy one with anosher, Thie
Jiough inferior to the former, is, nevertheless, uninvaluable privile ge, and m":
s vour serions consideration,

lr} m‘mlilatiu; on lt‘his I‘v;l\n\nhip,_ we shall readily perceive that uone but real
Chuistians are qualified for it tis o its nature Sofy, and can be enjoyed by
stch persong anly as are renewed by the Holy Spivit. Without 1hy sacred
rencvition, iic inest religious speculations, and even the purest m.rale, are
comparatively, of small account. A picee of marble may have the figure ;mci
something of the beauty of a man, but after all is done to it which the stat.
uary cando, it is cold and destitute of lite.  So, i a spieitua! sense, are thoy.
sands who muke a specious appearance in the religions world, while they hive
the frm of godliness, they are utter struniers toits sanctitymg power.  How.
ever just their notions of the Guspel, ar exact their outward obsetvance of ity
precepts, thev are still dead in trespasses and sin<. The san ot rightcousnesy
has never shoae upon them with his warming, vivitying rays ; and until he does
the real Christian can no more have fellowship with them, it he knows llu:ht
true character, than a living man can have sucial intercourse with a marbly
statue, or even with a dead corpse.

True Christian fellowship exists among those only who are born of God, and
in whose hearts his love is shed abroad.  Such, by the eflectual workiag of big
power, are prepared for this high and glorious privilege. They are all partukers
of the same heaverly calling, have all drank into the same spirit; are all chil.
dren of the same family ; arc all engaged in the same spiritual warfare; arc allip.
terested in the sane precious promises ; are all heirs of the same eternal king.
dom. In persons, who, by the grace of Gud, are thus distinguished from
the world at large, and who have so many things in commoen, there is a solid
toundation lzid for Christian feilowship.  Nor is any thing e¢lse necessary to
their cnjoyment of it, except 3 knowledge of each other’s views and feelings.

Hitherto, brethren, we have contemplated Christain f:ilowship in a general
way, and as it exists among ali those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincer.
ity. But it may be expedient to consider it under such particular modification;
as originate in the different talents and stations of thuse who feel its influence.

It assumes a peculiar character when exercised among those who preach the
glorious Gospel of the blessed God. As Chistian:, it is true, the ministers of
Christ stand on a level with the restof his spiritual family, and have no preemi-
nence sbove the meanest of his true disciples. But thiere is an important dif-
ference between the arduous work to which they are called and zaar devolving
on the private Christiun.  Hence, they have hopes and fears, joys and sorrows
ot whilch he cunnot partake ; nav, of which he can form no adequate concep-
aon.  Thev feel, of course, a telivwship one with another, which, though it
-osgesses the same general nuiure with that enjoyed by the rivate Christias,
»s, i sume Fespects, pecubar to themselves.

Therce issometliing peculiar alsoin that fellowship whichiis felt by the private
Shristian towards the fuithful ministers of the Gospel.  He not only embraces
-vem as brethren i Christ, but has a witness in his soul that they Lave been
alledd of God to be the heralds of the great sulvation.  He hears the preaching
it holy detighe; e Lears them on his heart with a pecuiiar interest at
b othrone i grace; and most Leartily bids them, * God speed” in all their
o ritnsd lakiores Grthiz tetinwship the most siriking examples are usually these
sainhited by <he wmembers of a Church towards the Pasior of their choice.

or years, we witl suppose, he has ucted the part ot a frithful and aftectionate
suepherd to them.  Infleenced by love to their soul: aud o Lis divine Lord, he
Las often led thein into preen pastures and beside the still waters. VWhenthey
cave wendeied feom the fold, e has sought afier them with a paternal solici-
sade, el has beea happily instrumental of restorine their suis. When they
coave been wesk, he has endeavored tostrengthen them ;. when they have been
wounded Ly the siery Jarts Witheir cacmies, be bas adminisiered the healing
pabn of Gospel prosiises; when chgy hiuve mearved, he bas peaved into ther
Gearts tie ot and wike of heavenly consolation  On these accounts he 1s
sreatly eudeared to them They love and revers himus the honored instru-
ment employed by Christ in the communication i the richest blessings to
vieir souls. . And while the thought that death must eventuaily scparate them
Soom o bimods mainid and disteesiinrg el sne vy e mitignied and thelr foilow-




(7))

cnip ennobled by the cheering assurance of soon meeting him in that world of
:.ht, where the pain of separation is unknown, and whei= they shall be his
g(.': and crown of rejoiciag torever_morc. )

" The fellowship, brethren, of which we have been discoursing, whether we
contemplate its general nature or the particular meodifications whick it occa-
sionslly assumes, s evidently arich blessing to the people of God.

[t contributes greutly to their serengti. Fellowshipimplies uzion ; and union
;s essential to the strength of any community, whether civil or sacred.  “Uni-
;ed. we stand ; divided we fall,” has long been one of t.e fundamental princi-

esof our nationzl policy. And surely we cannot have forgotten what our
plessed Saviour has told us, that “u house or Kingdom divided against itself
cometh to desolation.”  This is a very important lesson, and iy as applicable
toa church of Christ, asto a family or an empire. Our strength, Lrethren,
depends cn unitn. A comp:ny of believers so juined together as to be of ene
beart and one soul, are *‘as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth
forever.”  The weanons of their warfare are not carnal but spiritual, and are
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds.  Before them vallies
rise, and moustaius beccme plains.  How fervent and cifectual are the prayers
of such eliristians ' And with what ease and rpidity do they accomplish the
pioas and berevolent undertakings in which they engage ! Though they should
happen to be reither wealthy nor numerous, vet as their energies and resourc-
es are concentrated, they are frequently able to do great things. Tiiey can not
only build meeting houses, support ministers, and contribute in various other
wirs to the ¢ ancement of the gospel at hAome; but can do much towards
sending it afrcad to distant lands.  Of this we have had the most satisfactory
proof during t... Jast 20 years. The fellowship of which we iiave been speak-
ing has, unquestionably, been a main spring of these vigorous and widely ex-

g has, unq ¥s Y
tended eflurts, which, surmounting the most formidable obstacles, have happi-
I succeeded in introducing the glorious gospel of salvation into alm:ost every
section of the heathen world.

Nor dces this fellowship, brethren, contribute a little to the comforr of the
people of God.  Under its influence, they are partakers of each other’s joys:
the joy of onc, as soon as it is known, becomes the joy of all. Besides, they
full the law of Christ by hearing one another’s burdens.  This, vou may sup-
nose, must sometimes render them unhappy.  But expericnce shows the con
teary.  There is A fuxury in thut sorrow which springs frem holy fellowship
with the people of God. It differs greatly irom ““the sorrew of the wor'd whic
worketh de:th.” It calls into excrcise the noblest attections of u gracious inird,
iy attended with a2 peaceful conscience ; it Tirnishes evidence to the man
who feels i, that he is a disciple of the compassionate Jesus: it assures him ¢l
the favor and approbation uf God ; and, at the sume time, it precores from the
trethren in whose sufterings he s genevously par icipates, these effusions ot
gratitude which, alone, are an ample recompense for every ssmyathenc tear Lie
sheds.  Tadeed, if we except fellowship with the Lord Bimself, there is noth
1nglike the fellowship which christians enjov oue with avother, to swooth be
fore them tlie rugged path of lite, and to increase the sum i thar spuitea.
consolations.

. Fimally. “Fhis feHowship contributes much to the g7~y of the poople of God. Ttisa heaverds bz
hich, ot only clothes, but adorns and beasutios them. £a'its sacted teature is exhibited a most charimiig
wmon of all the christian graces,  While it cunceals the dufeets amd Dlemiches which unaveidabdy actend

Chureh in her present imperfect state, its presalence effectustly Banshes those uncharitabie copsures
3 angry contruversies, which have so otven marred her spiritaal elery, and exposed hey 1o the seofis are
:pnndn: of an ungedly world.  Aukt vien s sacrod fillowshep shall exert iis proper inilurnae on ai

tmenbers, she will % ook forth us the 1worning. fae as the woon. clear v 1he sun, aud werable as an %
&y with banners.”  The diskonor unda which she had previomsly fain wil then be wipcd awar, and 4
\2¢ proceeding from the throne of Ged will be heard, saying 1o bur, iy, shine, €0 thy light'is come,
a she glary of the Lord is risen upen thee™

Such, brethren, is the fiellowslip which a; christians and mirzsts v.o 2r2 bound to exereise cne to-
:'3"‘" another.  Aid truly we bave 1o reasers to be ashruped of it the more we embibe of this amiabls
it the hiore we reseiuble © the onoral sssembly aed cerelt ot the £t horn whose rancs 4r- watton
!%l_unu. And if we feel it. we ave under the juost savied oLtigatiom 1 teafSt it en all ecoasions—
-Hn b one way in which we shonld adorn our profiss.ur, and < show teith the prans of im who ha
alied us pur of darkness into his sarvedlons Jight”

Piaying that you may abvend in this by ellowsl.jr, 9 in ol fruiis of 02 Zpi-, e panain, den

thicen, Yours 121 the faith of Jesus. AMEN.




CORRESPONDING LETTER.

the Bowdoinham JAssociation holden at Bloomfield. Sept. 22 and @5
1819, to correspunding Jssociativiis. ’
BeLovEp 1IN THE Lorp—

The= day in which we live is peculiarly interesting to ail the real friends of
Zion, inasmuch as the truth of the gospel, which prevails, presents to our view
thousands of its votaries, anl promises them glory, honor, wnd eternal life B
while on the other hand that flood of error, which wus cuasi out ol the drags
on’s mouth, has deawn manv iato its awful vortex, and threatens nm with

pain and eternal infumv.  While sonve, from a ptended W och o n 1a the
berevalence of the Saviour, give new strensgh to ti TU- ey oty and
embolden them to say, ** We Shoi uoc pewe "o v wd! w0 b uness to
thirst ;” others detract from vt - ca gdors 0 Co o b dore 0 v e G
vinity and equality with the Foitner [ anc o= enis oo d e mieoy protessed
christians. It is an error however, whict s - 1 e Leevibourad by mem.

bhers of our Churches, and when tnesy Yave ¢ abvaced v cunch oo wineh
they belonged has expressed her disupiovution by witharawing tolion .uip
from them. Yet knowing that this spirit s wleeadvan tie world—that it rea
flects a dishonor on the churacter of our divine Laord—mars the jovs of the
righteous, and saps tue foundation of the chiisriua celigion, we can bui feels
deep concern for the rionor of Christ and the  use of cuth. Ber while we
mourn the existence of these unscriptural sentiments, our hearts rcjoice in the
persuasion that truth will triumph, for *‘ the government is on Christ’s <hould«
ers,” and *¢ the foundation of God stardeth sure having ithis seal—the Lord
knoweth them that are his.” Conscious of our own demerit, we rest all our
hopes of salvation on the eternal and ele ting love of God  the real, underived
divinity of Jesus Christ—and the special, sovereign and efficacious influence
of the Holy Spirit. The doctrine of divine sovercignty is a cordial to oup
fainting souls. It encourages us to hope that God will yet revive his work in
our hearts and bring poor sinners to a participation of the rich blessings of
gospel grace.

Some of our Churches have been refreshed and enlarged the year past;
but you will per:cive by comparing our pres:nt Minutes with the preceding
that we have not shared so targely in reformation as at some former periods,
“We have received your Messengers and Minutes with much satisfacticn, and
solicit a continuance of your correspondence. Qur meeting has beer. agrees-
oly interesting ; and we hope our hearts have felt somc of the consolations of
divine grace.—Wishing you all the blessings uppertuining to the house of God
Yelow, and a crown of life in heaven, we subscribe oursclves, your brethren

1 the love and fellowship of the gospel of Christ.
SYLVANUS BOARDMAN, JModerator.

JOSIAH HOUGHTON, Clerk.



