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MINUTES

OF THE

’
{

CHARLESTOWN ASSOCIATION.

Cuarrestown, FEB. 6. 1776.
T Tcn o'Clock, A. M. Rev. Oliver Hart, agreeable to Ap-
pointment, opened the Afiociation with a fuitable Difcourte
from Hag. n. 4. 2et mew be flreng, O Zevubbelel, faur 1ke Lord, and
te firemg, O Jefoua, Sem of Jojedech the bigh Priefl, and te firomg all
ye Fagpicef the Lond, fasth the Lerd, and work : For I am with yeu,
Jazib cke Lerd of Hofts.
2. Letters tfrom five Chuiches were read, and the Names en-
rolled, as follows.
Note, Tbe Churcbes marked <cith ® fems meitker Mcflerzers ror Let-
ters, and 1oe Meffengers mcrked + did net attend.

Charcbes. A ers. EiN-Tlo| ] =
.- chv%(ﬁ'cr Hare, % = E B § g.
Rev. Edmund Matthews, § | \§ S |
CuarresTows, ¢ Mr. Patrick Hinds, e S R s
| Mr. Thoma-. Rivers,
{ Mr. David Wailliams., 3 74
{ Mr. Jofeph Gnmball,
Ewnaw, { Mr. Jofcph Smuth, +
L Mr. Jofiah Hart. + < 4 67
Asurey-Riven, ® .4
Witcn-Nick, Mr. Abel Wids. ic] 3 o] 2 58
Catrisn, ® a2
Lynen's-Creax,* Rev. Jeptha Vining. 1 24
CasHaway,* Rev. Evan Pugh. 5 6o
Rev. James Smart, +
Coo {Rrv. Jothua Lewis,
COSAWHATCHIE Mr. Thomas Knight, 16 i
‘ | Mr. Johua Looper. 47| °| 3 31 97
Niw.S o Rev. Edmund Botsfurd, 1 '
tw-SAVANNA, {I\rlr Jaaies Brewer. 12l 50 | | 68
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' 3. Chofe Rev. Mr. Oliver Hart Moderator, and Mr. David
Walliams Clerk.

4- Received Letters from three Sifter Affociations, wiz. The
WarreN, PuiLapecpHian, and that held at Fair-Forrast. Rev.
Phitip Mulkey; appointed Me(enger from Fair-Forreff, was fecéived.

5. Rev. Mcfirs. Elhanan Winchefter, Joleph Rees and Thomas
Norris being prcfent, thelt Coripany and AMRance was de’ired.

6. Took 1nto Confideration the Letter from Fair-Forrgf, and are
well pleafed with the Propofal, mide by their Meflenger, for uniting
the teveral ATociations 1n this Province into one, as believing it
would ténd to the Interelt of the Churches in general; and refolved
o proimote it.

7. Appointed Rev. Elhanan Wincheftet, to prepare an Anfiwer
0 thé Leticr from Fair-For&e§¥, and a Letter to the Ketoctos
Affociations : Rev. Edmund Matthews, to prepare Letters to thofe
of Wakrin and PuiLaoerrisia; and the Rev. Oliver Hart to pre-

are the Circular Letter to the Churches : Alio Rev. Oliver Hart and
éflrs. Abel Wilds and David Williamis, to be our Meflengers to
the Affociation, to té held at the High-Hills of Santee, the fecond
Saturday in May nexty and the Rev. Elhanan Wincheiter, to thofe
& Warten and Pbhiladey bia. -

8. ries from the Church at Coofiwhatchee, viz.

1. How is a Candidate for the Miniftty to be ordained?

A/, A Perfon to be o dained to the Y ork of the Golpel-Minittey,
mutft be called thereto, by the Voice of the Church to which he be-
Johgd, and fer apart by Prayer, Fafting, and laving on of the Hands
of the Preibytery, (two or miort Minifters of the fame Faith and
Ordér) 1 Timt. 4. 14. who then give him the Right Hand of Fellow-
Bip. Set Summary of Clurch Difcitline, Ch. 11. § 1.

“2.”In What Manner is a Golpel-Ciurch to be conttituzed ; and how
docs 2 Minifter take the paltoral Charge thereof ?

Asf. A Gofpel-Church is conftituted by the mutual Confent of the

conceined ; who being fatished wich each cthers Graces and
fpériente, dnd thus united in the Borid of Love, give themfelces
up to the Lord, and to onc aiother by the Will of God, 2 Cor. 8. 5.
zlfabfcr‘lbinga written Covenant, Jfd. 44. §. Whereby ticy bind and
ige themfelves tobe the Lotd’s, and to walk in all his Commands
ind Ordinanées blartielefs. And we& advife, that a NMinitter or Mini-
fhers, thould be called to their Affiftance.  le2 Sammary of Chured.
fcipline, Ch. 1. § 3. And a Minift:r becomes Paftor of the Church,
accepting ther unanimeus Call to that Office.
. - g A
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3. A Letter flrom Rev. James Smart, ftating the Circumilanees
of a late Ordination at Coofawhatchee, was attended toy, which
being fully confidered, the Affociation are agreed, that though ther¢
were keveral liregulariues committed, yet as the Effentials of Qrdi-
patioh were ufed, it 1s valid

10. In Anfwer to a Letier from a Branch of Coofawhatchee-Church,
we are of Opinion, that if agrecable to the Church, the faid Branch
may be conftituted 4 diftinct Church.

11. Agreed to reccommend to our Churches, to tohtribute to the
Relief of our Brethren, fuffeiing under Ecclefiaftical Oppreflions, in
the Mafackyjerss-Bay. And that the Money raifed be fent to the
Rev. Oliver Hart, to be by him remiited to Rev. lfaac Bachus, for
shat Purpofe.

12. We recommend to out Churches, to keep three Days of Faft.
ing and Prayer this Year ; to humble ourfelves before Almighty God
for our Sins, to fupplicate s Mercies, and to depricate the Judg-
ments which we have juftly deferved ; and which from tie prefent
alarming Circumftances of Affairs, appear to be hanging over us,
namcly, the Friday before the fourth Lora®s Dav in this Month, and
the Frrday before the laft Lord’'s Day in May and Auguft next.

13. This Affociauon taking into Confideration, the ufual Time of
their Mceung, as being inconvenient to fome of the Churches, agree,
wtnat for fundry Reatons, no other Scaton would be more convenient ;
but efpectaily as a Meflenger fromy the Northward, in the prefent r-
rer;ement, may atterd all the BapTist Associations on the Coru-
rient, except that at Aezollcn,

_ 14. Concluded. that next Affociation be heldfin Charleftown, on
Monday aiter the firit Lord’s Day in Februzry next; that Rev. Fvan
Pugh preach the Sermon, and in caf¢ of Falure Rev. Oliver Harr.

N.B. The Sthicabers for the Cenfefpun of Fasth and Summary of

Churcb-Di/iglime, may apply 1o Rev. Oliver Hart :

The Association of Minilers znd Bretbred, Dekgpates ¢f feveral bap-
srzed Churcke:, Feld 1+ Cbariefloun, Felruary €k, =16 and ik,
27725 TO tke jrveral o iribes they reprefens,

Saxo Cu>lstian SaLuTaTiON .,

Beloved in 26¢ Lerl, . .
HROUG!H t:¢ Goodnels of God we have met in Peace,
.and atter:ided to the Bufirefs which came before us 1n Love,
Unanumuty, :nd we hope, with fomc Degree of Zeal. We trutt
Ged
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God has been with us, comforting our Hearts and ftrengthening our
Hands for his Service. 'What has been done, our Minutes will thew.
Pernit us to lay before you a few neceffary Things; and may God
make them of Ufe to your Souls. Fir/, Be careful to maintain the
Life and Power of Godlinefs in your Souls; in order to which, keep
clofe to God in Prayer; the Negle&t of which tends to Coldrefs in
Religion, and renders the Soul more unfit for Communion with God.
Secondly, Maintain the Worfhip of God in your Famijies ; pray with
and for themn, inftruct them in the Princinies of Religion, and enforce
your Precepts by the beft Examyples.  72irdiy, Keep your Places in
the Houfe of God, ard negle not the afftmbhing o vour ielves io-
gether, as the Manner of fome is; but keep clofe 1o the Ordinances
of God’s Houfe; autend to all publick und private Meetings of the
Church ro which you belong.  Fearthly, Strengthen the Hands of
_our Minifters; pray earnettlv for them, pay them that Refpeét
which is due to their facred Funétion, provide for them and their
Families a comfortable Support, that fo being freed from tne Carcs
of this Life, they may atiend to Prayer, the Miniftry of the Word,
and all the other Duties of their Office.  Iiftbly, Guard againft Er-
ror, Herefy and every Speciesof corrupt Doétrine ; labour that you.
may be found in the Doctrines of Grace, and that you may feel their
vital Influence on your Hearts. Contend earnettly for the Faith,
once delivered to the Saints. Sixthiy, Diicountenance all diforderly
Prefumers on the Miniftry 1 encourage none but fuch as have proper
Credentials.  Sevemtbly, Encourage gifted Brethren; and pray the
Lord of the Harvett to fend fortli more Labourers into his Harveft..
Eighthly, Maintain good Order and ftrict Difcipiine in your Churches;
a Summary cf Church-Difcipline is juft printed, wiich may help yvou
in this Refpe@. Finally, Brethren, be ye itedfalt, vnmoveabie, al-
ways abounding in the Work of the Lord, forafmuch s ye know
that your Labour fhall not be in vain in the Lord. .

Yours in Gofpel Bonds, -

‘ | o " OLIVER HART, Mederater.~
| ‘ " DAVID WILLIAMS, Chrk.
Charleflown, South-Carelina, SR d ’

February 8tb, 1775. : B
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