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MINUTES of the ‘CHARLESTOWN
. ASSOCIATION

. . .-:s. "\
,J

»  CHarLEsTOwN, F:iB. 2, 1778. :
T Ten o’Clock, A. M. Rev. Edmund Botsford, actording
to Appointment, opened the Aflociation with 2 fuuablc
Difeourfe from Heb. xiil.»1. Let brotherly Love continue.
- 2. ' Letters from five Churches were read. Rev. Oliver Hart
chofcn Moderator, and Rev. Edmund Botsford Clerk. =
3. -A Church on Savannab River, in this Stare, made Appli-

- cation, by Letter and three Meflengers, for Admiffion into this
| Aﬂ'ucnauon, and was recefved. This Church originazed princ-

s

{

‘ \

pally from that of Coofawhatchee, was conftituted on the firlt
Day of Marck 1775, and confifted of about Sixteen Members. -

4-- A Church at Feffer’s Creek applied for Admiffion into this
Affociation, by Letter and one Meffenger, which was alfo re-
ceived. This Church was conftituted on 7an 19, 1778, by Rev.
Meflrs. Evan Pugh and Richard Furman, confilting of Twenty-
five Members; moft of them lately converted and baptized.

‘5. T he prefent State of the affociated Churches, Noze, Mi-

- “nifters with this * Mark did not atzend. Churches with this 1
" Mark we had no Account from; but their Numbers ftand ag.

- laft Year. A Dath denotes no Mxmﬁcr. | - ©
' HNNENE
\Churches, - qumg:r: ) s & HHREE
c .zs-row; Rev. Oliver Hare, 5'.;\;. B ! N
HARI ’ Mr. Patrick Hinds, I K 1] 73
Eumw, d Rev. Jofeph Cook. + ’ 67
Amuv -Riveegng ; - 44
ev. Elh. Winchefler, +° '
Wn:,ca Nicx, {(ol George Hicks. 33l | 3l 3| 2] 86
Casuaway, ®*  Rev. Evan Pugh. } 58
Catrisy, ® ~ Rev. Jeremiah Rheam, $ 37
. . Rev. James Smare, ‘ :
Covsawnarcyer, { Mr. John Nighe, 12 |24] 2| 4 60
Savannau-River, § Rev. Fdmund Botsford,
. GBORGIA, Mr Robert Prior. i IVALLI Y 137.
Rev. Jofhua Lewis, ,
Savawuan-Rives, J p1 oo Grimball 8
S * - Mr. Joteph Lawton.
Jaresns Craxx, 4 ) ¢ Jobn Spivie. 15

Increafe this Year 120, g5 12 31] 5| 8 655
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6. The Rev. M cﬂ'rs 7q/' pb Rees and }'olm Cowan, and Mr,

Fojbua Howel being prcfcot, their Company and Affiitance were
dCfircd; .
7. A Lettcr from the Warren Affociation was read ; by which
it appears that the Baptifts | in fome Parts of New Englarxd are
il labouring under Religious Oppreffions ; which they juftly
deem doubly gauling at %uch a Period as this, when they are
epually engaged, with their Eellow- Citizens, in procuring and
dcf nding the civil Rights of Ammca

8. Appomtcd Rev. Oliver. Hart to prepare a Letter to- the
Warren Affaciation ; Rev. Fofbua Lewis to prepare a Lcttcr to’
the Ketof2on Afficiation, and Rev. Edmund Bot.rford to prcPare
the Circular Letter to our Charches. ;

" 9. Inafmuch as the gloomy Profpect of our national A ffhirs,
ftill calls aloud for perional Reformation ; the Affociation advife
our Churches'tg fet apart the frt Thur/day in April, {b' ‘and
Ofiober, for I a&mg, Humiliation and Prayer; or Thankfgiving
and Praxfc, accordmg to the Direion of Providence. . At the
fame Time they advd’c, that due Notice be taken of Ordcrs of
Goverament, for the kyeping of any particular Da)s, for. the
above [urpofes, fhould any fuch Days ﬁc appointed. .
. 10. .The Church on Sevaninab chr, Gecrgia, by thelr Lcttcr,
queried, §° thth r it might not. be for the Glory of God, and
“*the ﬂntcrclt of l{chgmn for a Mxmftcr to e loy Part of hig
« Time in vifiting our Churches, efpecially deftitute Ccngrc a-
‘“ tions 2" The Aﬁ'ucmuon were ofP Opinion, that fuch an l?
qcrtakmo' wpuld be adv,m:agcom . and rcqucﬁcd the Rev.
}'o/baa Lewis to engage in this Service, for the prefent Year ; 'td
%high bc agreed. And they hope that the Churchcs wfll conm-)
butg¢ to his Su ppott, while thus émployed.’
- 11. The fame Church, in like Manncr, qucncd o thzhel‘
“ it would not tend to promote the Caufe of Chrift, and the
< Intereft of the Churches, o hold the Affociation fometimes in
‘ the Country ?” This Matter ‘being calmly debated, it wa
unanimoufly concluded that the Affuciation ﬂ}all hereafter; be
hcld alterpately in Cb.zrlej?unand the Country,---that it ftill re-
tain the Name of THE CHARE ESTOU~N . ASSOCIATION:
-.-that the Affociation- Bogk remain jn the Care of the Cbarlej?wwn
Church ; 'and that'every Church inclining” hereafter to join' the
Aflo-
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Afociation, fhall be acquamtcd with this Conclufion, to pn-vent
Debates and Unealinefs.

12. Concluded to hold the next Affociation at the Reverend
Richard Furman's Church, on the High Hills of Santee, on Mo~
day after the third Sabbatb in Otdoder nexty that the Rev. El-
bamm Winchefter preacn the Sermon, and in Cafe of Faxlare,

Rev. ?o//.uaLcwu | ot N
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13. The CIR.CULAR ,LETTER?.,_”,.

‘.

The AssoCIATION of Mzm/?er: and Bretbm,
Delegates of Jeveral baptized Churches, bela‘ ”n
Charleﬁown, Feb. 2d arzd 34, 1 778

(

To the /éural Cburdm we are in Connex:on wxlb,

. (<. A - lt /

SEND OUR Cnnxs*rxau SALUTATION. -

Dearly be’o'ved in Chr 1/i 7efus, our Lord

FIIS will inform you, that through the Mercy of our God,

we met and continued together in Love. We truft the

Lord hath been with us, comforting our Hearts and ftrengthning

our Hands, for his Sarvice. ' What we have dune our Minutes will

fhew. We have Reafon to be thankful to the great Head of the

Church, that although the Troubles ot the Times have a natu-

ral Tendency to retard the Woik of the Lord, he continues to

fmile upon us; as appears from Numbers being converted, and

Churches being conftituted, in fundry Places, both in this and
the adioining States.

We efteem it as 2 fignal Favour from the Lord, that but few
of our Brethren were confiderable Sufferers, by the late dreadful
Conflagration in this Towa; and that their Meeting Houfe, al-
though 1n imminent Danocr, (having taken Fire three umes)
was preferved. O, that w hile the Judzments of G- are abroad
in the Land, the Inhabitants thereof would icain Righteouinefs.
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.. Permit us, dcar Brcthren, to recommend to your Confidera-
tion, a few neceffary Things. 1. Be careful to promote brother-
ly Love, by admonithing and ftirring up each other to the feve-
ral Duties of Religion. 2. Endeavour to maintain good Go-
vernment in your Churches, agreeable to the Word of God.
Rules for which, are clearly pointed out in our Summary of
Cburcb—Dx/aplme 3. Labour to maintain the Life and Power
of Godlinefs in your Souls, left ye become unfruitful in the
Work and Worthip of the living God.

It gives us Pleafure to find that God has ftirred up our Bre-
thren at Catfifb, to return to good Order and Difcipline;; we hope
they will perfevere, and that we fhall meet their Meflengers the
next Seffion of the Affociation.

To conclude, we exhort you, Brethren, to be diligent in cvcry
good Ward and Work, dying daily to Sin, and living unto Ged;
that fo you may be prcparcd for every Difpenfation of Provi-
dence, and at laft received up into Glory. So prays,

¢ .

Yours in (Jofpcl Bonds,

22 > OLIVER HART, Mderator.
EDMUND BOTSEORD, Cierk.
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