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HE follrwing Summary of Church-

Dz[czp/me being defigned chiefly, for
z‘be Benefit of the Peor and Unlearned, is con-
trailed inte a wery narrow Compals, and
exbibited in-the plainefi Language. This,
with awbatever Defecls it bas, will require
the Candor of the more learned and intelli-
gent.

To remove, in fome Meafure, the Igno-
rance of but too many Church-Members, a-
bout Difcipfine, was the principal Motive
for engagir ‘bis Work.

We mea.. mpofe our Sentiments on
any Perfon wwoacever, or to anathematize

thofe who differ from us in Opinion. The

Word 6f God, and no buman Compefitian, 1s
the .Sz‘(ma'md by which our Principles and
Condu? mul? be tried,

Newverthelefs, we bope this [mall Piece

may be of fome Ule, for the right under-
fanding of God's Word, with regard to the
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Points treated on ; and we defire that the
Scriptures referred to may be carefully con-
Julted, to fee whether thefe Things be true.

Some may fay, ** Tkere is no Call for this-
Publication, [eeing there is fuch a valuable
Treatife on Church Difcipline, publifbed fome
Years ago by the Philadelphian- Affoczation.”

We mean not to depreciate the Value of
that Piece ; it bas merited much from the -
Baptif}-Churches ; but it is out of print, and
we apprebend not fo explicit as this ; befidzs,
fome Things thercin appear to us exceptioir-
able. Hoggever, we lave borrowed many
Hints from it; ard are greatly indebted t>
the late learned, pious and judicicus Dr. Gill,
for what is taken from bis Expolition and
Body of Divinity.

May the great Head of the Church blefs
this feeble Attempt to promatd: iis Honour,
and the Welfar . of bis Charehés
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CHAP L
Of a true and orderly Gofpel-Church.

§1. O D in every Age hath had, has

and will have, a Church or Pclwm,
ple i the World, confifting of a great-

er or lefs Number, and fubfifting under
various Forms and in diverfe Circum-
ftances, Aéis 7. 38, Fpb. 3. 21,

T he catholic, or univerfal Church, con-
fidered collettively, forms one compleat
and glorious Body, Cant. 6. 9. called
Chrift's myttical Body, of which he is the
Head, Co/. 1. 18, Eph. 1. 22, This is

As the



2 A Summary of

the general Aflembly and Church of the
firft born, which are written in Heaven,
Heb. 12. 23.

Under the Old Teftament Difpenfation,
the Church was pretty much confined to
Family or Nation ; but under the prefent
Adminiftratton, Chnift gathers to himfelf
a People ! .in among all Nations, Matt.
28. 1¢. 20. And being thus gathered,
by the Power of Chrift in the Gofpel, it
becomes their Duty to unite in diftinét
Churches, A4éls2 41. 47. that they may
walk together, 1 all the Commandments
and Ordinances of the Lord blamelefs. Hence
we find that under the Gofpel, Churches
were fettled wherever there wasafuthcient
Number of Converts for that Purpofe,
Rew. 2d & 3d Chapters.

A particular Gofpel-Church, confifts of
a Company ot Saints, incorporated by a
fpecial Covenant, nto one diftinct Body,
and mecting together 1 one Place, for
the Enjoyment of Fellowlhip with each
othier, and with Chrit their Head 1 all
his Inftitutions, to thewr mutual Edifica-
tion, and the Glory of God through the
Spirit, 2 Cor, 3. 5. Adls 2. 1.

§ 2. 'Tnc Temple of the Lord, 15 not

to
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CHURCH-DIsCIPLINE, 3
‘to be built with dead, but living Materi-.
als, 1 Pet. 2. 5. None have a Right to
Church-Memberfhip, but fuch as Chrift
will own as his {incere followers, at the
laft decifive Day, whatever Pretenfions
they may make to an Intereit in his Fa-
vour. Mat. 7. 22, 23. Except a Man
be born again, he has no Right to enter
into the Kingdom of God, orinto a Goi-
pel-Church, ]o/m3 3. Chniftis a living
Head, and will have none but living
Members, m his myftical Body, Tobn
15, 0.
. 'The Conftitution of Churches, is
plamly luppofed, Aéfs 2. 24. Mat. 18.
17. &c. and 1t 1s neceflary, in order that
the Difciples of Chrift may enjoy the Or-
dinance of the Lord’s Supper, which 1s
a Church-Ordinance, watch over one a-
nother, warn the unruly, and lay Cen-
{ures on diforderly and impenitent Perfons.
The Scriptures do not abfolutely deter-
mine, the Number of Perions neceflary
to confhtute a Church; butas our Lord
has faid, Where two or three are gathered
together in my Name, there am [ in the
mid/} of them, Mat. 18. 20. 1t fhould teem
asif that Number of godly Perfons might,

at




4 A Summary of

at leaft in fome urgent Cafes, form a.
Church effential, thouzh not a Church
compleat, or duly orgamzed for lack of
- Cfhcers. Expertence has fometimes prov-
ed, that fuch {fmall Beginnings have been
fucceeded with a large Increafe, confiftent
with that encouraging Promlfe Ifa. 6o
22. a little one (hall become a Thoufand,
~and a {mall onec a ftrong Nation.

A Gofpel-Church 1s not national, burt
congregational. This was evidently the
Cafe 1n the apoftolic Age; hence Paul
fent a general Epitle to the feveral
Churches in Galatia, Gal. 1. 1, 2. and
our Lord himfelf ordered Epiftles to be
wrote to the feven diftin€t Churches in
Afa, Rev. 2d & 3d Chapters.

With regard to the Manner of confti-
tuting a Church, 1t muft be by the Con-
fent, and Defire of the Parties concerned :
And 1t wiil be expedient, to call in a Mi-
nifter or Mimifters, if to be had, to affift
on that importsnt Occalion. The Parties
being met, fathing, the Solemnityought to
he opened by fervent Prayer to God,
Phil. 4. 6. next a Scimon {uitable to the
Cccaficn fhould L& preached 5 and then,
for the mutual Satisfartion of every Indi-

vicdual,
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CHuRcH-DiscIPLINE. g

vidual, a firi¢t Inquiry fthould be made,
mnto their Experience of a Work of Grace
on their Hearts, their Soundnefs in the
Doétrines of Faith, and the Goodnefs
of their Lives and Converfations ; unlefs,
as Members of Churches, they come
honcurably recommended for that Pur-
pofe. Being thus fatisfied with each others
Graces and Qualifications, and united in
the Bond of Love, they fhould give up
themielves to the Lord, and to one an-
otirer by the Will of God, 2 Cor. 8. 3.
by fubfcribing a written Covenant, con-
fiftent with the Word of God, Jfa. 44. s.
thereby binding and obliging themfelves
to be the Lord’s, to walk in all his Com-
mands and Ordinances, and 1n all Re-
{peCts to behave towards each other as
Brethren, agreeatle to the {piritual Re-
lation they now enter mto.

Being thus united 1n one Body, under
Chrift their Head, they become and are
to be deemed a Church effential, founded
on the Gofpel Plan. Let them then ra-
tifv their Engagements by a Participati-
on of the Lord’s Supper, and fo conclude
the Solemnity.

§ . A Churchthus conftituted has the

Keys,




6 A Summary of

Keys, or Power of Government, with:ii
itfelf, having Chnft for i1ts Head, and
his Law for its Rule. It has the Power
and Privilege of chufing its own Ofh-
cers, Aé's 6. 3. Chap. 13. 2. exeraf-
ing its own Dilcipline, Mat. 18. 17. and
of adminiftering the Word and Ordinanc-
¢s, for the Edlﬁcatlon and Comfort of
its Members, A¢s 2. 46. All which, with
cvery other Act of Dif‘cipline, each dif-
tinct Church may exercife, without being
fubject to the Cogmzancc of any other
Church Prefbytery, H)nod or Council

whatevu 1 Cor. 5. 12, Mat. 18. 17.
Chmches benwveﬁed thh {uch Power,
ought to ufc it wiih Prudence ; left they
dithonour Chrift and his Caule, cr wound
their fcllow Members, 1 Cor. 10. 31. Rom.
15. 2. To guard againtt which, Church
Bufinefs fhould be debated dehberately,
with Humility and Moderation ; that, if
poflible, the Members may be unanimous
in all their Determinations. Neverthelefs,
when this Unanimity cannot be attained,
a Majority of the male Members may
determine, and the Minority ought peace-
ably to {ubmit. This appears not only
from the general Rule, Epb, 5. 21. fub-
mitting
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Cuurcu-DisciPLINE, 7

vourfelves one to another in the Tear
ofGod but more clearly from 2 Cor. 2. 6.
lfuﬂicwnt to fuch a Man is w.is Punith-
ment, which was inflicted of many: Which
many {uppofes 2 l\hwuty ; in the Origi-
nal it 1s, (upo trn plonon) by the more, the
greater, or majoi Part. "Which plainly
points out a Decifion by a Majority.
Female Members may, when called up-
on, act as Witnefles 1n a Churh; and
when aggrieved are to make known their
Cafe, either in Perfon or by a Brother;
and muft have a proper Regard paid them :
But they are excluded from all Share of
Rule, or Government in the Church, 1
Cor. 14. 34. 35. ¥ Tim. 2. 11. 14.

CHAP IL
Of Church-Officers.

HE ordinary Officers of the Church,
and the only ones now ex1[’t1ng, are
iMinifhrs and Deacons, Ph:. 1. In the
 firlt Gofpel-Churches there were ofhen Of -
‘{u;exs, fuch as Apoftels, Prophets and E-
vangelifts,

4

N




8 A Summary of

vangelifts, 1 Cor.12. 28. Eph. 4. 11. who
were endowed with extraordinary Gifts,
which were then neceflary for the Con-
firmation of the Goipel, but are fince
become extinct.

§ 1. Minifters of the Gofpel, who are
frequently called Elders, Bithops, Paftors
and Teachers, are appointed by Chrift to
the higheft Office in the Church; and
therefore need pecuhar Qualifications ;
fuch as are pointed out, 1 Tim. 3. 2.---7.
and Ti¢. 1. §---10.

As they have the Charge of Souls, and
are Leaders 1in the Houfe of God,Church-
es cannot be too careful in choofing Men
to the Minifterial Function. They ought
to be Men fearing God, being born again
of the Spirit, found in the Faith, and of
blamelefs Lives and Converfations, as be-
cometh the Gofpel of Chrift, having fer-.
vent Defires to glorify God, and fave
Souls, Fobn 3. 10. 2 Tim. 1. 13. 1 Tim,
3. 2. Rom. 9. 3. Chap. 10. 1.

A Church having no Minifter, fhould
look among its own Members, and fec if
there be any who feem to have promifing
Gifts and Graces for that great Work. 1f
fuch a one 1s found, he 1s to be put on

orivate




CuHurcH-DiscIPLINE. 9

private Trial for a Seafon ; when, on find-
ing him promifing, and that they are edi-
fied by his preaching, they may call him
tto preach in publick. After which, if it
"thould appear that his Rod, like Aaron’s,
buds, blofloms and bears Fruit, he 1s to
be fet apart by Ordination ; that he may
perform every Part of the {acred Functi-

on, A¢s 13. 2. 3. But fhould no {uch Per-
fon be found 1n the Church, 1t is the Duty
of a Sifter- Church, if poflible, to fupply
them, Cant. 8. 8. And if a Perfon, who
1s a Member of another Church be ap-
proved, and he inclined to accept a Call
from them, he muft fir(t become a Mem-
ber with them that fo they may chufe him
from among themiclvcs fec AFs 1. 21,

Thus were Deacons chofcn Aéts 6. 3.
'The Candidate having a(:feptcd the
Call of the Church, they proceed to his
Ordination ; which is to be done m the
following Manncr, vz, If there is nota
{ufficient Prefbytery in the Church, neigh-
bouring Elders are to be called and au-
thorizeds to perform that Service. The
Day 1s fet apart by Fafting and Praver,
At 13. 2. 3. Chap. 14. 23. The Elders
[ Minifters] being fatisfied with regard to
B tll(o




10 A Summary of

the Gifts, Graces, Soundnefs of Princi-
ples, and becoming Life and Converfati-
on of the Candndatu ; the Church being
| met and giving their Suffrage for his Or-

nation, a Sermon is to be preached on
thc Occaf; ion, and he declaring his Wil-
lingnefs and inward Caill to take on him
the facred Office, 1 Cor. 9. 16. a publick
Confeflion of his Faith will be required ;
then the Miaiiters lay their Hands on his
Head, and by Prayer f=t hiura apart to the
great Work of the M:aiitry : This done,
they give him the Righi [ands of Fellow-
thip, Gai. 2. ¢. and then one of the Mi.-
nifters pubhckly gives him a Chargz, or
Direétory how to behave himielf in the
Foufe of God, 2 Yim. 4. g. The Soiem-
nity is concluded by Prd)er Sing:rig and
a Blefling on the whole Congiegation.

A Minifter, being ordained, has Au-
thority from Chrift to preach the Gofyel,
and vaptize Believers in any Part of the

World where God in his Providence may

call him : Butf hc thould be called unto,
and accent the paftoral Charge of any par-
ticular Church, he will be more imme-
diately confined to them, and they to him,

1 Pety 501, 25 3, D
er-
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CHURCH-DISCIPLINE. 17

Perfons thus commiffioned, are to at-
tend to their Work with all poffible En-
gagednefs, as 1t becomes thoic who have
the Charge of Souls. Thev mult give
themfelves up to Study, Prayer and Me-
ditation, 1 Tim. 4 14, 15, 16. that they
may be Workmen who need not be a-
fhamed, 2 Tim. 2. 15. They muft be
inftant 1n Seafonandout of Seafon, preach-
ing the pure Doctrines of the Gofpel,
2 Tim. 1. 13. Chap. 4. 2. They are to
teed the Lord’s Flock with fpiritual Bread,
Alts 20. 28, to preach with the View
of bringing Souls to Chrift, and not for
the Sake ot Honour or filthy Lucre. They
are not to lord 1t over God’'s Heritage,
but to be patient and tender-hecarted, 2
Tim. 2. z5. They are to watch over the
Flock, to comfort the feeble-minded, 1
Thej]. 5. 14. to found the Alarm to the
wicked and obttinate, Ezck. 3. 17, 18.
and to fet their Faces lke Flints again(t
Profanenefs, and every Vice.

They fhould often vifit the Flock coin-
mitted to their Charge, to know the State
of their Souls, that they may {peak a Word
in Seafon to them, catechife the Youths,
inftruct the ignorant, and pray with and

for




12 A Suinmary of

for them. Theyare epecially to vifit the
Sick, and thofe who are otherways af-
flicted, Exck. 34. 4.

- They are to adminifter the Ordinances
of the Gofpel, in a ftrict Conformity to
the Word of Ged, Heb. 8. 5. to prefide in
the Affairs of tlic Church, and fee that
ftrict Difcipline is duly executed therein,
~Heb. 13. 7. 17. Ina Word, they are to
be Examples to the Flock, in Word, in
Converfation, in Charity, in Spirit, in
Faith, in Purity, 1 Zim. 4. 12.

§ 2. As it is the Duty of Minifters,
more particularly to give themfelves to
Prayer, and to the Miniftry of the Word,
God ha: appointed Officers to be employ-
ed 1n the inferior Services of the Church,
namely Deacons, whofe Qualifications
arc pointed out, Aé#s 6. 3. and 1 Tim.
3. 8---173,

Deacons are likewife to be chofen by
the Suftrage of the Church, from among
1ts own Members ; and, being firft proved,
are to be fet apart to that Office by Prayer
and laying of Hands, Aé&s 6. 2.--6.

The Office of a Deacon is to relive the
Minifter from the fecular Concerns of the
Church ; hence they are called Helps, 1

Cor.




CuurcH-DISCIPLINE. 13

Cor. 12. 28. Their Bufinefs 1s to ferve
Tables; as ¢ The Table of the Lord, by
¢« providing the Bread and Wine tor it;
““ receiving both from the Mimfter, when
¢ blefled, and diftributing them to the
« Members; and collecting from them
‘« for the Poor, and they defraying the
“ Charge; and obferving what Members
¢ are mifling at the Ordinance, whom -
‘ they are to admonifh ; and if their Ad-
‘“ monitions are not regarded, to report
1t to the Church: And they are like-
“ wife to ferve thc Minifter’s Table, by
¢ taking Care that he has a fufficient
“ Competency for his Support; and 1t
‘“ belongs to them to ftir up the Mem-
*“ bers of the Church, to thewr Duty in
‘“ communicating to him; and what they
“ recetve of them, they are to apply to
““ his Ufe : And aifo, they are to ferve
““ the Poor’s Table ; to whom they are to
« diftribute of the Church’s Stock, with
¢« all Impartiality, Simplicity, Chearful-
““ nefs and Sympathy ;” Dr. Gi// on A&
6. 2. By the faithful lechaxgc of their
Office they fhall purchale to themielves a
good Degree, and great Boldnefs in the
Faith, 1Tim. 3. 13,

[ o)

[ o)
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14 A Summary of
CHAP. IL

OF receivirig Perfens to Church-Member-
JLip.

Church thus founded on the Scrip-
A ture-Plan, ought to obferve good
Order, as m all other Cafes, o alfo in the
Admufiion of Members into their Com-
munity.

§ 1. Every well regulated Society re-
quires Quahfications m its Members ;
much mcere fhould a Church of Jefus
Chriit be caretul that none be admitted in-
to 1ts Communion, bat fuch as are pol-
fefled of thofe Prerequifites pointed out
m Scripture.

They muft be truly gracious Perfons.
None are fit Matenals of a Gofpel-Church
without having firft experienced an entire
Change of Nature, Mat. (6. 3. ¢ Verily
I fay unto you, except ye be convert-
ed, and become as Iittle Children, ye
fhall not enter mto the Kingdom of
Heaven.” By which 1s intended a Gefpel-
Church-State, as the Context clearly fhews.
To the fame Purpofe 1s Foln 3. 5. Chrift's

Church




CHUurcH-DISCIPLINE. 1%

Charch is a fpiritual Houfe, bust up of
hvely Stones, 1. e. of living Souls, 1 Pet.
5. By Nature we are dead in Tre(paf-
fcs and Sins, and Chnift doth not piace
fuch dead Matenals in his fpinitual Build-
ing. It is certain the Epbefian Church
was not compofed of fuch Maternials, Epb.
2. 1. The Members of the Church at
Rome were the Called of jefus Chrift, Rom.
1. 6. calledout of Darknefs intothe Lord’s
marvelous Light. 1 Per. 2. ¢g. called to
be Saints, Rom. 1. 17. as were the Mem-
bers of the Chiurch at Corinth, 1 Cor.1. 2.
and the Churches in gﬂnexal are called
Churches of the Saints, 1 Cor. 14. 33. The
Members of the Chuich at Colgffe are de-
nominated notonly Saznts, but faithful
Brethren 1n Chriff, Col. 1. 2. or true Be.-
lievers in him : Nonebut fuchhavea Right
to Ordinances : Af%s ¢. 37. without Faith
none difcern the Lord’s Body in the Sup-
per ; confequently muft eat and drink
unworthily, 1 Cor. 11. 29. Indeed with-
out Faith 1t 1s impoflible to pleafe God,
Feb. 11. 6.
The Church of England, in her Articles,
~ defines a Gofpel- Lhurch ‘“ A Congicgati-
- ““onof taithful Men, in which the pure

“Word
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““ Word of God is preached, and the Sa.
‘““ craments duly adminiftered.” Of fuvis
faithful M=n or Belivers in Chrift, wasthe
firt Church at Jerufalem compofed, Aés
2. 41. Chap. 5. 14. Thofewhom the Lord
added to the Churchwerefuchasthould be
faved, A&s 2. 47. Lettholelookto 1t, who
make the Churchof Chrift aHarlot, by o-
pening the Door of Admiffionfowide asto
fuffer Unbelievers, unconverted and grace-
lefs Perfons to croud into 1t without
Controul.

They f{hould be Perfons of fome co.1-
petent Knowiedge of divine and fpirituzai
Things; who have not only Knowledge
of themfelves, and of their loft State by
Nature, and of the Way of Salvation Ly
Chirft; but have fome Degree of Know-
ledge of God in his Nature, Perfections,
and Works ; and of Chnft in his Perfon
as the Son of God; of his proper Deity ;
of his Incarnation ; of his Offices, as Pro-
phet, Prieft and King; of Juftification by
his Righteoulnefs; Pardon by his Blood;
Satisfaction by his Sacrifice ; and ot his
prevalent Interceflion : And alfo of the
Spirit of God ; his Perfon, Offices and O-
perations ; and of the important Truths
of the Gofpel, and Doctrines of Grace ;

or

[}




CHuUuRrH-DiscIPLINE. 17

: or how otherwife thould the Church be ke

Pillar an. Ground of Truth ?
Thetr Lives and Converfations ought to

§ be fi:ch as becometh the Gofpel of Chrift,

Ph. 1. 27. that is, holy, juft and upright,

1 Pfa. 15. 1. 2. If their Praltice contradicts

their Profeffion, they are not to be ad-

4 mitted to Church-Memberfhip. Holi-

ne:x becomes the Lord's Houfe for ever,
Pjz. 93. 5. o
‘They ought to be truly baptized in
Water, z. e. by Immerfion, upon a Pro-
feflion of their Faith ; agreeable to the
antient Practice of John the Baptift, and
the Apoftles of our Lord Jefus Chrift,

" Matt. 3. 6. Jobn 3. 23. Rom. 6. 4. A4iis

3. 36.---38. Itis allowed by all that Bap-
tifm is efiential to Church-Communion,
and ought to precede 1t ; there is not one
Inftance 1n the Word of God of any be-
ing admitted without it ; the three thouf-
and Penitents, atter they had gladlyreceiv-
ed the Word, were baptized; and then,
and niot before, were added to the Church;
{o the firlt Church at Samaria confifted of
Mcn and Women baptized by Philip, they
believing what he faid concerning the
Kingdom of God: And Lydia, and ber

Houfe-




18 A Summary of

Houfhold, and the jaylor and his, being
baptized upon their Faith, laid the Foun-
dation ot the Church at Philippi : And the
Church at Corsntk was begun with Perfons
who hearing the Word believed, and were
baptized ; and the Church at Epbefus was
firft formed by fome Difciples baptized in
the Namecf the Lord Jefus, A&s 2. 41. §
and 8. 12.and 16. 15. 33.and 18. 8. and
19. 5. So the Members of the Churches
at Rome, Galatia, and Coloffe, were bap- 3
tized Perfons, Rom. 6. 3. 4. Gal. 3. 27. §
Col. 2. 12, g
§ 2. Perfons, making Applicaticn, are
to be admitted into the Communion ofa
Church, by the common Suffrage of its
Members ; being firft fatisfied that they
have the Qualifications, laid down in the !
preceding  Section; for which Pupoie
Candidates muft come under Examinati-
on before the Church; and if it fhould
happen that they do not give Sausfaction,
they fhouid be fet afide, untila more fa-
tisfactory Profeflion is made, 17/m. 6. 12.
It may be that one or two of the Mem-
bers of the Church, have conceived a Pre-
judice againft a Perfon applving for Fel-
lowthip ; 1n this Cafe they are to be duly
hcard,




1

Caurcu-DisciPLINE. 19

heard, and if their Objections are of fuf-

ficient Weight, the Candidate muft be fet

afide ; if not, the Majority of Voices
ought 1n all Reafon to dccxde it.

When the Church concludes, that the
Perfon appiying for Member{hxp may be
admitted, the Minifteris to acquaint him
with the Rulesand Orders of God's Houfe;
and upcn his promifing, covenanting, and
agreemg ftrictly to obferve them, as af-
fifted by the Spint of God, the \Iiniﬁer
in Behalf of the Church, i1s to give him
the Right Hand of Fehowﬂnp, and to
receive him as a Member, 1nto Union
and full Communion with that particular
Church ; whereby he becomes intitled to
all the nghts and Privileges thereof, Co/.
2. 10. Rom. 15. 7. 2 Cor. 8. 5

If a Member fhould defire tranfient or
occafional Communion in any Church to
which he doth not belong, 1if it be well
know that he 1s an orderly Perfon, he
may be admitted to the Lord’s Table;
but fhould have nothing to do with the
Government of the Church unlefs his
Advice and Afhiftance be aftked. But a
Perfon unknown fhould by no Means be
admitted without a fatistactory Lciter of

Re-
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| A Summary of
Recommendation from the Church to
which he belongs.

When a Member removes his Refidence,

- nearer to another Church of the fame"

Faith and Order, he is bound in Duty to
procure a Letter of Difmiffion trom the
Church he belongs to, A5 18. 27. And
the Church to which he 1s removed, is
bound in duty to receive him into Union
and full Communion ; unlefs it fhould ap-
pear that he s, either immoral in his Life,
or unfound in his Principles.  But Jet 1t
be remembered, that he continues a Mem-

ber of his own Church frory whence he

came, until heis received into the Church
to which he 1s difmiffed, A& ¢. 26.--28.

That 1t 1s the Duty of a Believer to give

himfelt a Member of an orderly Church
neareft to his Place of Refidence, or which
he can molt conveniently attend to, ap-
pears plain from the following Confidera-
tions; (1) by the Neglet of this Duty he
will deprivc himfelf of the Edification,
Comtfort, loving Inftruction, watchful
Care, and faithful Admonitions ot his
Fellow-Members; (2) it would give Room
to fufpet he was impatient of that Re-
ftraint, whichevery humbleMember deems

his
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his Mercy; (3) it would fcem as if he
aimed at fcreening himfelf from necefiary
Contributions, or Church-Difcipline; (4)
fuch a neglect cafts a mantfeft Contempt
on the Church and Miniftry, near which -
he refides ; () was this conduct to be al-
lowed, and become general, it would caufe
great Confufion amongthe € hurches; and
as fuch a Practice can {uit nonc but care-
lels and diforderly Perfons, the Church
they belong to ought to admonifh them,
and it they il perfift to cenfure them.
The fame Reafons hold good, agamit
thofe who require a Ditiniffion from the
Charch they belong to, unto one morc
remote. If one Nember may be fo dif-
mifled, another may, ¢van Othcers of the
Church as well as others.  To difinils a
Member to the Wo.ld at large, would be
yet moie prepotterous ; and ougi.t never
to be done, aify other Way but by Lx-
communication,  The nfual IMea for fuch
2y uareajonaite Requelas, aitaer, that
they cannot profitunder fazh a Mimfiry,
or Joat the Concerns ot the Charch are
not properly Managed ; bt tie Truss,
Pride is cenerstly ar the Bottom of fuciy
Deolites; dorwn humbie Chit®ian wili e-

. C {icem




