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MINUTES

oF T 4 E | SR |
CHARLESTON ASSOCIATION,

C/Jarle/ion, Ctlober 27, 1788.

I. A T eleven o’clock, A. M. a fuitable introduftory fermon from
Heb. 13. 22, was delivered by the Rev. Edmund Bateford.

II. Letiers fromcnght ciurches were r~ad, and the names of the delegates
enrolied. |

11i. Rev. Edmund Bo:sford was chofen Moderater, and Capt. John
Hare, Cleik.

IV. Leners fiom the Philadelphia and Georgia Affucia:ions were read ;
likewife a lester from the Kent and Suﬁax aflfuciat.on 1 Lng_glard with theu‘
preliminaries and breviates. | |
~ Rev. Richard Furman, Col. Thrmas Screven ard Capt. Juhn Hart, are
appoirted a con _..tee to anfwer the letwr frem the iflociauen in Kent and
Suffex ; and to take proper meafures {or opering a ¢one lpondeme w th otler
affociations in England or eifewheie, who wifh to corrcipord with this affo-
ciation.

V. Rev. Henry . Holcom is appointed to  write the letters to the Phila-
delphia and Warren, Rev. J.feph Redding to the Ketockton, anu Rev.
Edmund Botsford to the Georgia aﬁbcxamons ,—-—thc Rev. Richard ¥urm an o
write the circular letter. |

V1. ‘The churches being divided in their fentiments refper‘hng the pmpnety
of divorcement, and the legiflature having already taken 1t into confideration,
- agreed to avfmfs s buﬁnms |
“VIIL. Rev.: Rxchard Furman, reportcd that the committes .appomted
~had ‘not petitioned the legiflarure for the incorporation of this afl-iciation, be-
cau's a Jufficient number could rot be convered at any proper tine.

Mr. Mudirat v being dubius of the propriery of incorporating this - afloei~
ciauon, declines fcrvsng on the committee———Rey. Jofeph Cuck. is added,

And
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Aad left the union of this afficiation might be weakened, the commitree

ai¢ defired to defer petitioning, unul the matter is further confidered by thefe
‘who dilapprove the meafure.

VIII. To the query prefented thc taft affsciation—TIs it confiftent with good
order for a church to difmifs a member with a recomiiiendatory letter to » be-
come a member of one with whom they are not in communion ?

It is anfwered —When a perfon is trulv confcientious and defirous of difmif-
fion, in order to anfwer the call of P-ovidence, and difcharge what he appre-
hends his duty before G »d ;—we th:nk it is not inconfitznt with gnod o rder
to difmifs him in the manner ftated : provided the clhiucch ¢y which he is d {-
mifled may be confidered as a true Chriftian church; but we rhink parricular
care fhould be taken to know, tha: the perfon does not alt from :he influence
of pafion or idle fancy-—and that he is dif :ofed to receve information and give
fatisfaction to his brethren with whom he is in conneétion, o

IX. Queries by the Evhaw chureh.
I. Isit conﬁ&cnt with the wo' @ .f God and tne onvemmént of our churches,
to. return public thanks for the fafe delivery of ou- female membe-s throu:h
the perils of child bearing, and dedicate their infant progeny to God in the
congregation,

Anfwer—We think it confiitent with the werd of God and the government
of the church, to offer up public thanks or pravers to God for any of our
members, and their children, as they have received or ftand in need of mer-
cies from Ged; anl, that as it is the dury of Chrifhians to decvore themfelves,
fo their chnldren and all they poflefs, fhould be dedicated to him; but, we
alfs think that any mode madc ufe of in public for this purpofe, fhould not
be confidered as a Sacrament, or pofitive inftitution of the Gofpel, as it does’
not appear to us any fuch docs exift.

Q:ery H. Have not negross, who are members of churches, as gr*at aright
to marr: , if agreeable to their owners, as to the ord’manccs of G d’s Houle; 5
and may not their living together in the neglet of marriage whean it can be
procured, be termed fornication : if £, have they a right to communion ?

Anfwer—Slaves not being entitled to the privileges of freemen by the law
of the land ; and the ceremony of marriage being circumftantial, we dono:
think the cu{tomary mode with us effential : but if they cohabit wvthout enter. -
ing into obligations to each other, accord:ng to the ufual mude; AMODg negives,
it is fornication ; therefore they are to be admitted or debarred communicr
-accordingly.

In
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X. In confequence of a query from the Welch Neck church, agreed, that the
affuciation in iutwie detennine at cach meeting, the ume and place ot their next.

OcToBER 29

Mr. Moderator being prevented atiendirg by ficknefs, Rev. Mr. Holcom
was a -pointed in his flead.

XI. Rev..Mr. A:kins requefted the patrorage of this affociation; but
fome difrculties arifing refoctis g his character and condut—agreed to reter
the bufiacfs to the 2ianual commuttce.

XIL Query frcm the Bigh Hills church.

What rule ought we to obferve refpe€ing the ftrange fathions of apparel
which come up among us? -

Anfwer—We think in drefs, that both extravagance and negle& fhould be
caretuily avorded ; that due refpect be paud to the age, circumitances and fta-
tions of verfons, and to the cuftoms of the place where we refide; alfo cur
income fhuld not be exceeded, as we are under moral obligations to improve
our fubftance for necefTary and ufeful purpoles.

X11I. Query from Black Swamp church.

Does Satan know all our thoughts, whether good or bad ? )

Anfwer— The knowledye of the heart is the peculiar preregative of God ;
fce 1t of Kings, 8, 39, confequently the Devil, or any other created Being,
cannot know the thoughts or intentions of the mind, but by the actions which
fluw from them.

XIV. The Queries from the Swift Creck church are fully anfwered in the
furnmary ot chuich difipiine, to which we refer them.

XV. The minifters prefint (except Mr. Redding) agreed to furnifh the
High Hills chuich one month each 1n the year; and it 1s recommended to
otite~s in the un on to afford them sffiftance. |

X Vi. The annual commirtee are, the Rev. Mcfirs. Richard Furman, Evan
Puzh, Edmund Botford, J feph Couk, Henry Hulcom and Jofeph Redding.

XVII. Corcluded to hold our next meeting at Rev. A‘exander Scot's,
Black Swamp, o meet on Saturday precedirg the fecond Monday in Decem-
b=r, ——The Rev. ] 'eph Redding to preach the fermon ; and in cafe of failure,
Rev. Richard Furman, -

XVi't Rev Richad Fuman ard Capt. John Hart, are requefted to fuper-
intend the | riating o. the minutes.

PRESENT
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Prefent ftate cf the Churches.

Nntc. The Minidiers names are in capirals.  Churchies marked wirn an
afterif n * we had no acccua: fiom: rheir pumbers ftand as Jalt year.  Mini-

fters, &c. marked wih an ubemk T were ablent. A daih denutes a
vac ancy.
- NETE
CHURCHES. MESSENGERS, V. X < s
© by st
sl (€]|5]|3F]3
. _El&atE g 813
™ _
RICHARD FURMAN, |~ )
~ ‘Tromas R:vers, Patrick Hiads,
Charlefton. Colonel Thomas Screven, 2§ 1 o o of 178
Capt. } Hurt, Jeremiah Brown,
{ Joha Hsmil:on. | U H
JOSF™'T COUX, F |
Euhaw. John oScreven, } 19 | 2- 41 1 2] 63
David Adams. ' p
EDMUND BOTSFORD, 1
Welch Neck. J(lﬁhh Evans, } 45
Cathaway. ® EVAN PUGH ¢ | 42
Cathh.* JEREMIAH REAM.} R ' 32
JAMES SMART,$ I R 66
Coofawhatchie. Tnownas Krighe, E.q;
James Smart, jun, 146

8av. Riv. Georgia,* | ————— .
%" | GENRY HOLCOM, 81 7] 3| 5| ofte3

Pipe Creck. James Sweath, ' 43
Jeffers Creek.® BENJAMIN MOSELY.¢ , . 2
High Hills Santce. | Willlam Hampton, Peter Millet,+ < 9t
Lynch’s Creek.® — » 41
Cheraw Hili.® JOSHUA LEWIS.+ ‘ 63
Beauty Spot.® | HENRY EASTERLING.t ¢ 4] o] of, ! 52
Bethel,Black River- | SOLOMON THOMSON. + 59
ALEXANDER SCOTT . )
Black Swamp. | Joleph Lawten, - s 10| o of 1| s
Wiliiam Cheney.
Turkey Creek, Sa- | JOSEPHREDDING, ) _
luda. ]}chn Nath. AL L B S 4
Edifto.® NATHANIEL WALKER.} | ' 1 18
Little altcatcher * | e : 104
Fork Lyno: 'screek®* | CHARLES COOK. + 4 12 5 o 2| 67
swift Creck. LEWIS COLLINS.t+ '
Increade this Year, 88. o st laz) 7 | 911563

THE
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'\ CIRCULAR LETTER.
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{

A WAL I R

= iy oy g ————
Ve e

The Charlefon ATic atian, -t at Char'sfon, the 27t5, and continued
to the 30t5 of Ickoier, i the year of our Lord 1788 ; to tbe
Churches they reprofeut, jzad Chridian falutation:

BeLoveEp BRETHRENW,

P RO UGH the kiidnefs of Divine Providence, a few of us have
been penmitied to mect and cun isue wge her, .in frendfhip, peace and
Iove.  Be ng led of courfe o addres you by a general letter, we hope ic may

“not onh picve a mark of our refpe@, but be the means of 1eal benefi.—Tie

,

l

Information conta-re! 1n the lezters received from you, and from other churches
in various parts of ti.e world, give great 1eafon to conclude that che influcaces
of the Divine Spirir are d ffufed amung bi- faings, and the interefts of religion
advan ing. Wecannot but resew cur exh r.ajions on this im ortant fuly: &,
while we cenflider h.w eilenvially neceffary it is, thar the prof {-d difciples of
Chnf J fis b u'd be iftingu fhea by their und:ff mbled pieiy and zcal (or
the Divice hrnor ¢ Whae do ye mv re than others 27 is aa interefting and
mrortant quelti n propofed by our Divine Lo d; and ir is moft certain, thae
the obligiitons, morives and wears ot the Chriltiin requre, that he th uid
¢x ¢l 10 holinets and every 1 udible pu fuir.  Hap y will :he ftace of (he
cau.ch e, v hen a: h lv enuia -on for fuch artainin -nts pofl Tes che breall of
every indivi u2l Chift ., and i Buences the condut of each va ticuiar con-
gregation of the rgh eous  This i+ nore efpecially to be ex s &ed of the

*Boprift churches, frem their profiffed artachment €0 the primitive modes of

worthip. a.d apparen’ ¢ e o nrferve a vwe communion and gofpel fel-
loithip —letror the rcali v of ayr condut then be coutralio:y to our pro-
fefli n, and hring repr -ach on the facred caule we have eipeufed.——< I'l
nignac s far fpeng, the davis ar ha d) ler us therefore calt off the works of
da koefs a-d 1ur on rhe a:mour of lighe.” As a general backwardnefs
trﬁ)c&n:\g cur aff cranonal meenings continues, notwithfta ding the many ad-
monions dire wdv given on thar hewl—we think it incumben: oa Us ta

obierve, that as thele mee:luys arc the g.cat nieans of union and common inter-
: cfts
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efts; 7, that union will be w2akened ‘and thofe interefts fuffer, in proportion
as negt preveis, Unuy in fentiomenc aad energy in operation, may be ex-
p &e i trom an acrendance on the geaeral couicil of the churches ; while on
th - other Rand, macters of umortance are fre quently delayed, or even oppofed,
foo wait o a proper acquaintan e with he ieafcns from which they
oiig'narc. ——An a tendance by the mimfters i~ more efpeciaily to be expeéts
ed; thef are the myt a& ve and leading perl s in the chur-h; and by the
peculiar duties of th-ir 1tasion, are called furward to contuit a.d advance the
in-ere- s of relimion. To this we maft add, that the abience and ajparent 10~
d:ffcrency «f rhe majority ® has a powerful wndency to check tne ardor and
daa p the fort-tude oi thufe who are difputed to be t&ive : more efpecialiy when
it is found, that other engazemeuss are envered into by fome at the very tinie
of vur meetings; and the obftacles complained of by others, furrasunred reas
dly 1n a parfu.t of thufe th ngs which are purely tempoial. —Some, however;
we a-¢ fe.lible, have been prevented chrough afl &ions or otherwife, by the de<
cided voice of Providence —with tiefe we fympathize, 7

Finally dear brethren, w2 entreat you to preds forward to the gaol of your
{. irituad race, to fight the go.d fizhr of fah and lav hold of eternal life,— |
- ‘This is the tim= for altion ; enémies furround us; the caule of God fuffers;
ou- {"uis are i+ danger; the way of duty i revealed ; the glorious prof, ¢& of
eternal biefledneis 1s opening to our view ; the robes of victory, the crown of
righteoufnels, the kiagaom ot glory almo® appear.—To this we ald, we a&t
in concert with the whale {yftern of nature; with the courfe of Providence
and the fcheme of grace.—The Saints of God are for us; the Angels of the
Lord, and the Lord of Angels are on our part,

Wilbing you all bappinefs, we remain,
Belvved Bretbren,
Yours in Gofpel Bonds,

BHENRY HOLCO M, Moderator,
JOHN HART. Cilrk

et and s

® OF frventecn ordained Miniflers belinging to the Affuciation, four anly swere profent o
‘b‘.: m“;"‘c ] .




