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CHARLESTON ASSOCIATION,
' Held at Buack Swawmp, Dacember 1263, 1789.

HE two firft days being empioved i pyhlic exerciles of devotion;
on Monday the 14th,at 11 0 clock A, M.

X Tift. The inwodufory difcourfe was delivered by Rev. Richard
¥ Fwman, from Ephefians, 4th chapter, 11, 12 and 13th verles.

" ad..detters from fifteen chyrches were read and the rames of the
deteoates enrolled.

5 3d Rev. Jofeph Cook was.chofen Modcra*or, Mr. Peter Bambndtre,
Clerk.

O, “4th. A letter from a church in the lower fork of Lynch’s creck, con.
ftituted by Rev. Meflrs. Evan Pugh and Edmund Bo:sford in the courfe
\\ of the prefent year, was reccived, praying to be adicted a church of the
' | union, which was agreed to.
: i  §th. Letzers and mirutes from the Philadelphia and Warren affociations
were read, alio a letter from thv Ketockton and feveral circular letters and
- breviates of Affociarions in England, wkich were forwarded by Rev.
i M-. Rippon, of London.
| 6th. A lerter and minutes were received from the Bethel affociatior,
lately formed in the back paris of this State, by their mefl:nuer Rev.
james ‘Fowler; requeft'ng correfpondence and union with us.  This
ﬁf AQociation conlifts of ﬁxt« en churches. Appointed the Rev. Meffis.
James Fowler, Henry Holcom, Gabriel Gerrald and Mr. Peter Bainbridge
‘ to attend their next meeting, the feconl Saturday in Augelt 1790, 0
sndeavour an unjon of tic two aﬁ'ocxauom Into one,
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7th. Appointed Rev. Jofeph Cock to write the circular letter, Rev,
Richard Furman to write to the Warren, Philadeljhia and Bethel, kev.
Henry H.:lcom to the Ketockton, and Rev. Alexander Scot to the Ceorgia
afl»aaons.  The commitiee of correfpondence, appointed laft v.or to
continue, anu :hey are requefted to write to our correflpordentsin Europe.

8th. The . uer from the church on the upper fork of Lynch’s creck,
relating a1 unhappy divifion which has taken place amorgft them, and
requsfting the dire€tion and affitance of the affociation:—After a candid

enquiry nto the fubje@®, and hearing a variety of evidence, we are of

op:nion, that the body of members who have ftood oppofed to their paftor
have aQed diforderly; yet as it appears highly probable a gicat part of
thofe members are pious perfons and m flead, and as it 15 1ot unlkely
there may have been fome caufe ot cffence on eact fide, we recommend
uaion, by fuch mutual concefficns as the gofpel and the reafon of things
direct. To effe fo defirable a purpofe, Refolved, that Rev. Mefirs.
Furman and Cook, col. Screven, and Dr. Moffe, be a committee to
write a letter to both parties, expreffive of the fenfe cf *~+ ™ ljation; and
that the Rev. Mcflrs. Botsford, Mofeley and Paliw. . - - juvefted ro vific
them and ufe their endeavours for an accommodation. »

9 h. Query from the Coofawhatchie church: Is it confiitent with gofs
pel-order tor a minifter to have the paftoral care of two diftir& conftitured
churches at the fame tumie? Anfwered in the negaive; yet we are of
opinion, that the paftor of one church, may occafionally admunifter the
ordinances, and affiit in arother which is deftitute.

10oth. The church at Turkey-Cretk requecfting to be diimiffed, ia
order to join the Georgia affuciation ; agreed, that if they find on farther
‘confideration their interefts require it, they have our confent; but as it is
probzble our meetings hereafter will gencrally be held much nearer to
themn, and as there are iome real ~dvantages confequent on the churches
being united in the ftate where they refide, we would with their continuance.

11th. The afficiation expreiling a general approbation of the fermon
delivered by Mr. Furinan, at the opening of the feflion, Mr. Moderator
was defired to fignify it to him, and requeft a copy for the prefs; which
was accordingly done. A

12th. Agieed to recommend td the feveral churches a colle¢tion, for
the purpofe of re-printing our confeffion of faith, church difcipline, and
cacec im. It is thought three pounds at leaft, from each church, will
be requifice for this end, The money to be tranfmitied to col. Scigven 1o
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Charlefton; or in his abfence to Rev. Mr. Furman. A propoﬁtion was,
alfo brought forward, to recommend a mode ter forming funds in the”
fev eral churches. in order to affit ptous ‘,oung men in their ftud res for the
mi o, and ou.c thingsof a pub ic nature; which met with the una-
nimous approbation of the affociation: agrrcd te recommend thele things
to the churches and to mature a plan for general adoption at another
meeting.
~12th. The ftanding committee to continue as. laft year, except-
Mr. Redding, who has moved away.
14th. Agreed to hoid the next meeting at the High Hllls of Santee,
the iaft Saturda in O&tober next. The Rev. Evan Pug‘m to preach the
fermon ; in cafc of failure, Rev. Jofeph Ceok.
140. The feveral letters were produced and figned ; and the colle&'on
made for pr.nting the mirutes: Rev. Richard Furman is defired to fuper-
intend this bufinefs.
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STATE ot a8 CHURZC HES

Minifiees Namey in Capitals 5 licenjtd Preacbers in Italics ; Chur bes marllJ with an
allevifim ® ave bad no account from, their numbers fland as laf year, Minifiers marked
awith an ebelifk + avere abjem.. A defl = denotes a vacancys
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The CIRCULAR LETTER. <yeilerd

Fbe Charlefpon Affociation, met at Black Swamp, the 14th, and centinved
" 80 the y61b of December, Anno Demini, 1789 ; to the churches th.y bave

the honor to reprefent, fend chriftian falut ition o

" Berovip BreTHrRey, =

T exhilarates every benevolent breaft, engaged in the fertile fields cf

the gofpel, to have an opportunity of p.omoting the felicity of thofe

over whom the holy ghoft has made them overfeers. |

Through the tender mercy of an indulgent providence, we have been fa-
vored,as your advifory council, to convene at the time appointed ; and have
tranfacted the bufinefs which came before us with unity and much affc&ioa.

What we have done our minuies will manifeft, and hope we fhall meet
with your approbation and concurrence, in our affiduity to p:omote your
happinefs and Immanuel’s glory.

~ It is with painful fenfations we behold profanenefs and infidelity fpread-
ing their baneful influence among moft claffes of people.

" The difcouragement the afliduous labourers of Chrift have to ftrugple
with, is another caufe of grief, which calls aloud for your ardent prayers,
that a ftop may be put to the torrent of iniquity which is ruthing on with
impetuous fury, and that the rod of the wicked may not rett vpon the lot

. of therighteous, | ' L
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While we deplore the ftate of mankind in general, we have reafon to
rejuice that the Lord has not left himfelf without witneffes: It is with

leature we obferve that there are a few names, even in Sardis, which have
notdcfiled their garments; and that the lord of the harveft is gathering in his
ele@, and tpreading the trinumyhs of his grace, with great rapidity; which
1s apparent by the pleafing accounts received from various parts of thig
continent, and the churches in Great Britain. And as we have, by your*
reprefentatives, furnifbed you with feveral copies of their refpective

- minutes and letters, we recommend them to your ferious perufal for in-

formation and praétice; praying that the fame evangelical fpirit of piety,
love, zeal and unity, that breathes throughout the whole, may be per-
manently eftablithed among you,

In a moft prefling manner, we recommend to your attention, the
circular letter of the Warren affociation; as it refpeéts and difplays fully
vour indifpenfable dury, both by fcripture and found reafon, to make
ample provifion for the honorable fupport of your minifters and paftors,
not by way of graruity, but as their legal right.

To proceed, think it not ftrange, brethren, that after fuch a delightful
appearance of the approaching glory of Chrift’s kingdom in the converfion
ot fouls by the word of truth, which hath been feen of late in this and
o-her nations, the enemy, Satan, as a {pirit of error and delufion, fhould
be let lcofe, to try many, and to overthrow the faith of fome; for thus
% was in the apoftolic age, even afier that great and plentiful cffufion of

- the holy ghott at the day of Pentecoft, with which the apoftles and the

firlt chriftian church for fome time was fo highly favored. And evident
itis, from the writings of all the apoftles, that feveral great errors were
iprung up among the faints and churches which they wrote to, which.
obliged them to wrice, for the vindication and further manifeftation of the
iruth, for the difcovery of error, and for the confirmation of weak be-
lievers, Go on, therefcre, and contend earneftly for the faith which was.
once delivered unto the faints, and be not ke children toffed to and fio
with every wind of doétrine, that may be propag:ted by men ot cunning
crafiinefs  Let us mourn for the appofition made againft Chrift and his
truth by corrupt teachers, who obfcure the brightncfs of the gloricus
golpel, ta ftop. its progrefs and obftruét its eficacy. We exhort you,
therefore, to watchfulnefs, and to ftand faft in the faith, quit you like men,
he ftrong. And.as the propofal for reprinting of our confeflion of faich,
church cifcipline and ‘catechifin, met with”,unanimous approbation, we
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hope, each church will, as foon as poffible, fend their quota to the perfons
appointed to receive it, thar the laudable defign may be committed to the
prefs. To conclude, go forward in the way of every duty, walking in,
- and bearing witnefs for the truth as it is in Jefus. Renucfting your prayers,
and wifhing you all increafe of grace here, and a weighty crown of glory
at Chnift’s appearing ; we now commit you to him on,whom you have
believed; and are, dear brethrer, yours moft affectionate,in gofpel bonds.
Signed in behalf of the affociation, by

JOSEPt? COOK, Mode<ator.
PETER BAINBRIDGE, Clerk,




