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M I N U T E §

O F T HZR

CHARLESTON ASSOCIATION,

Held at the Hice HiLLs OF SanTIE, the 2d of Nevember, 1793.

it HE two firft days were employed, as ufual, in the public exercifes
of devotion : concluding on the Sabbath afternoon with the ad.
miniftration of the Lord’s fupper. ,

2d. On Monday, 11 o’clock A. M. the introduftory fermon was delivered
by Rev. Richard Furman, from Epbef. 3. Endeavcring to keep the unity
of the fpirit in the bond of peace.

3d. Letters from nineteen churches were read, and the names of the
delegates enroiled. ~

4th Rev. Richard Furman was chofen moderator, end Mg. Frame
Woods, clerk.

§th. Letters and minutes, for 1792, from the Philadelphia, Warren,
and Kent and Suffex affociations, were received and read ; likewile from
the Bethel, for the prefent year. Rev. James Fowler apweared as the
meflenger of the latter, and was accordingly received. The miniftering
brethren, Davis Collins and John Afpland, being prefen:, were allo
invited to a feat. ' |

6. The church at Enen, confifting of 16 membess, applied for admiffion
into this affociation, and on fatisfaltory informetien of their faith and
przdice were received, by their delegate. T his dhurch originated from
that at Great Saltcaicher, and was conftituted the yth of May, 1793;
~ Rev. Meflrs. Alexander Scott and James Sweat being prefent and aflifting,

7th. Rev. Meflrs. Scott and Sweat having been sppointed at the laft
meeting of aflociation to inquire refpeding the ftate of the church at the
Three %luns, fo far as affedled by a report refpe&ing their paflor ; Mr. Sweat
reported : That they had attended and made ingquiries, and were fatisfied
the church had done their duty with refpe& to the report. 1 he aflo-
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siation, therefore, agreed toreceive faid church into union, when they fhail

attend by their delegates.
8th. Received a letter from Rev. Benjamin Molfely, fignifiying his

intention of moving to the ftate of Georgia; and giving his fentiments for
the information of the general committee, in favor of Mr. John M.,
Roberts, as an object of the churches bounty ; or as a candidate for the
miniftry.

gth. Mr. Botsford having been prevented. by ficknefs, from compleating
the circular letter, on the fubje& propo‘ed at the laft meeting, he is re.
quefted to have it prepared fur tlie next year. The moderator wasdefired
to prepare one for the prefent occ fion.  1he following brethren were
appointed to write t. the correfpondir g affociations : Mr. Stoll to the
Philadelphia, Mr. Roberts to the Warren, Mr. J. ook to the Kent and
Suffex, Mr. Fowler to the gencral committee in Virginia, Mr. Gerrald
tothe Fe'hel, and Mr. Nixcn to the Georgia. Rev. Meflrs. Botsford and
Lewis are appointed our meflengers to the Bethel, Rev. Meflrs. Holcombe

and Sweat tothe Georgia affociation.

10th. The aflociation being informed that the colle&tion for reprinting

the Confeflion of Faith, &c. had never been compleated, agreed: That
the fyftem of difcipline be put to the prefs without delay ; and requeft the
churches tomake up what is deficient for compleating the fi-ft defign. But
fhould this fail in the execution, and any money be on hand befide what is
neceflary for printin‘g the d.fcipline ; Mr. Firman, to whom the fuperin.-
tendance of this bufinefs is committed; isrequefted to import confeflions of
faith and catechifms as far as faid money will go.

1ith. Apreed that it be recommended to all the churches in union to
obferve the 3d Wedrnefday in December next, as a day of folemn fafting
and prayer to Almighty God, to implore his mercy on all our churches,
and on our country at large; to pray for the peace and fecurity of thele
United States, for a general reformation among our people, and for the
direCtion and prefervation of our government: That we may have a
fandified ufe of the affl:&ing difpenfations of divine providence, and par.
ticularly of that awful difpenfation with which the city of Philadelphia
has been vifited; and, fthould the aflition be continued till that time, that
their fervent interceflions, in behalf of our diftreft brethren and fellow citi-
zens in that city, be prefented at the throne of grace.

Agreed alfo, that a day in every month, at the difcretion of  each church, |

be held throughout e year, as aday of united and fervent prayer, for a
sevival in religion.
1athe The
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12th. The feveral letters, appointed to be written, were read and
| approved.
" 13th. Agreed that our next feffion of aflociation be at the Upper Fork
of Lynch’s Creek (Flat Creek meeting houfe) on Saturday before the firft
'Lord’s day in November next. The fermon to be delivered by Rev.
Henry Holcombe, in cafe of failure by Rev, Jofhua Lewis.
14th. Made colle&ion for printing the minutes, and requefted Mr.
“ Furman to fuperintend the bufinefs as ufual. An unanimous requeft was
‘ alforprel'cnted to him, to furnith a copy of the introducory fermon for the
prefs.
Concluded with folemn prayer.

STATE
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o STATE or *ns CHURCHZRS.

Fbe Miniflersnames are in capitals s licenfed Preachers in Ralics ; CBurches diflinguifbed
 quith an aflerifk (®) ae bad no account from, their numbers fland as tbey did the laft

|
3 a Dafp (+——) danates a vasancy.

gear ; Paflors and Meffengers, to wbhofe sames an obelifk (1) s affixedy were abfent ;
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CHURCHES. MESSENGERS,
Charlefton, RICHARD FURMAN 24 c} ¥ 265
Euhaw, HENRY HOLCOMBE#}, David D. Stol}} ;| of o of 3| 126
Welch Neck, ﬁ%%}? DD BOTSFORLY, Enoch Evansy| o o} 1f 5| 4f 1y,
Mount Pleafant, EVAN PUGH+ s| ol of o] of 38
Coofawhatchie, JAMES SWEAT, James Smart 4 o| 3l of o} 69
Pipe creck, s William Cauley of 2| 4 3} of 79
Eb { BENJAMIN MOSELY+,
Cnezer, i John M. Roberts 202312 57
. . GABRIEL GERRALD
High Hills of Santec, iStrpbm Nixon, William Hampton 199 ° % 9
Lynch’s Creek,* JOSHUA LEWISH, b ble Triftra o o] of o]l o 14
. onorable Triftram
Cheraw Hill; I'homas, Efq. Brian Connor 18 4] 1) 3] 7| 94
Beauty Spot,® SOLOMON THOMSON, Jeff: 3 B
. effe
Bethel, Black River, Nettles, Efq. Daniel Noxtc’m O 4 2 1o
Black Swamp, ALEXANDER SCOTT+ 2| of16] 1| 1| 60
Edifto,* NATHANIEL WALKERY of of of o] of 142
Little Saltcatcher,* WIL 5 ) ol of o] o] of ¢6
Upper F. Lynch’s Creck, { Jameglll;‘:xufoENMAN, Jacob Morris, 6| 3| 8| 4| 1| 104
. L i .
Swift Creek, J(ﬁ'e‘aggsT(l:\grﬁaInNs, Thomas Elliot, Aol al 1| o2
Lower F. Lynch’s Creek, {William Chane Cl\;\;:'lham Witherington, | |, sl 1} 2] 30
Rockey River, SAMUEL BONDS+, Brian Lee, of o 3| 9| s5{ 541
Anfon County, ) CHARLES COOK, John Sibley 9 3| 2| 2| of a9
Great Saltcatchcl’, {KC"iB Halfordzf Major Richard Crecch, of 7110] 2} o] 40
Deep Creek, — y Frame Woods, Thomas Vining] o} 2 ol 11 49
Little Pedee, JEREMIAH RIAMF ¥, Bsadley 3} 5o} of | 26
Enon, y ]oh%b o of 16
Increafe this year, Twe. 7 1937
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MINUTES or toe GENERAL COMMITTEE"

For the Charleflon Buptift Affociation Fund, met at the High Hills of Santce,
November sth, 1703«

1ft. The following gentlemen appeared as delegates from the churches
to which - they refpeétively belong: Rev. Meflrs. Richard Furman and.
Solomon Thomfon; Meflrs. Stephen Nixon, David D. Stoll, Enoch
Evans and John M. Roberts.

2d. Re.elected Rev. Richard Furman, prefideat ; Col. Thomas Screven,
sreafurer ; Rev. Henry Holcombe, fecretary; Meflvs. Thomas Rivers
and John Gourlay, afliftants. .

3d. Gave in the money collected by the feveral churches; when it
appeared that Charlefton hiad colleéted 621. 45. 10 1-2d. Eubaw 15l. s 2d.
Welch Neck ——* ; High Hills of Santee 4l. 1s. 8. kbenezer, 1l. Bethel,
Black River, 11. Rev. Lewis Collins prefented 9s. 4d. Amounting to
831, 175. 0. 1-2d. exuclufive of what may have been collected at the Welc
Neck. -

4th. Agreed unamimoufly, to furnifr Mr. Mercer, of Georgia, with
the books He needs this year, for profecuting his ftudies.

gth. Mr. Roberts appearing as a candidate for the churches bounty,
underwent ah examination, ard was approved.

6th. Agreed that whatever may be requifite in the well ordering of the
sffairs of the ftudents now under the care of the General Committee, in
the courfe of the year, be entrufted to the direttion of the Special
Committee.

United iw prayer ad adjourned.

RICHARD FURMAN, Prefidert.
DAVID D. STOLL, Secretary pro tem.
* The death of Mr. Edwards, and the fevere illnefs of Mr. Botsford, prevented the

colle@®ion at the Welch Neck from coming to hand ; but it is to be forwarded to the
trezfurer, and there is reafor to think it is au handfome colle@ion.

The
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The Charleflon Baptift Affociation met at the High Hills of Santee, the 21, 34,
ath, 5th and 6th of November, 1793, to the feveral Churchesthey reprefent,

- f2nd Chriftian falutation.

BeLovED BRETHREN, |
EING convened in our aflociated capacity, urder the fmiles of divine
providence, we have enjoyed much fatisfaltion in the accounts tranf-
mitted by your relpetive letters and delegates; as well as frem various
affociations of fifter churches, with whom we enjoy a friendly and pleafing
correfpondence. Qur prefent meeting furnithes a new inftance of that
intimate union and ¢xalted fellowthip into which the faints are called, and
of the dear uniting love by which their hearts are cemented together in
Chrik : cur confultations have been calm and temperate, our interview
peaceful and affetionate.

We are, however, fenfibly affeted with the affiions by which, in the
courfe of a fovereign and wife providence, feveral of our much refpected
and moft ufefulbreshren in the miniftry, have been prevented from aflem.
bling with us. And we {ympathize, in a particular manner, with one of
our churches in the lofs of a truly pious member and excellent dea.
con, Mr. Abel Edwards, who had ¢¢ ufed the office of a-deacon well, and
purchafed to himfelf a good degree, and great boldnefs, in the faith which
is in Chrift Jefus.” ‘lhe lofs of fuch men muft be feverely felt in the
churches, and for them, Zion is conftrained to appear in mourning attire,

Being difappoin:ed in cur expe&tation of addrefling you on the fub.
je& propofed the laft year, by the affliction our worthy brother, who was
appointed - to write, has fuffered, which has both prevented his executing
that appointment and attending at our meeting ; we fhall juft prefent to
your view a few confiderations which arife from the circumftances of the
day, or figns of the times:

Two {ubjets of this nature particul.rly claim our attention: The
threatening, or warning difpenfations of providence ; and the declenfion in
religion, fo apparent among churches and individual profeflors. Though -
we fhould pafs over the calamities of war and internal commotion, which
ravage the fertile fields, defolate the cities, and convulfe the nations of
cf Europe (which yet we cannot behold with an eye of indifferency ;) we -
furely muft feel the moft poignant fenfations when we contemplate the
{ituation of the moft noted, and, lately, the moft populous, opulent,
and flourifhing city in the American Union, now almoft defolated by the
A ght and death of her inhabitants, nearly excluded from intercourfe with
&ke reft of our citizens, and covered with a deep and melancholy gloom,

by
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By the prevalence of aninveterate and peflilential fever : which, as ¢ the-
Lord’s voice crieth unto the city!”’ and, by it, to the country atlarge.

To which has been added, very general and diftrefling ficknefs, through the:
body of the fouthern ftates, even in the moit healthy parts; while the
inroads of a favage foe, on our weflern frontiers, have marked their
progrefs in blood.

How many families have been bereaved, and larger communities loft
their moft valuable members ! Thefe are calls to repentance, and calcu-
lated’to roufe the mind into the moft ferious contemplation of cternals
things. The hard of God is thus operating ; and though his judyment is
. evident, yet his mercy alfo doth co-fpicuoufly appear -——Why has not the

fatal contagion, which has fwept off thoufands in Philadelphia, fpread to
other cities, or depopulated the whole country ? Why has the late a'arm,
from adiffesent caufe, only awakened ouar apprehenfion, and left us unhurt?
And, why amid the intrigues of foreign influence, and the exertion
of the reftlefs fpirit of faltion at home, are we preferved from thofe
wars which have been kindled beyond the Atlantic? The anfwer is
obvious : However wife meafures may have been adopted, and men cf
prudence and virtue, with our beloved Prefident at their head, been
infirumental in fecuring the bleflings of fafety and peace; it is that
Almightv hand, which reins the furious wind, and ftills the raging waves,
that has been, and ftill is, our fecurity and defence.

Thatreligin is in a low and languifhing.ftate throughcut the continent,
admitting a few exceptions, andthat itisgreatly fo with us, is evident from
the beft teflimony and our own, obfervation. This muft be the confequence
of leaving our firftlove, of grieving the holy fpirit of God, and becoming
luke-warm and remifs in our temper and religious conduét. And, if thele
evils are found among the peoplc of God, who are confidered as ¢ the
falt of theearth;”” what may be looked for among thofe who are {trangers
to vital religion ! And how may it be apprehended, that the nation at large -
~ is ripening for divine judgmerts, by diffpatior, folly and vice; which a
number of ferious minds, for a confiderable time, have beheld with deep
concern, making gigantic flrides in the manners of the people.

- Suffer then, brethren, the word of exhortation! Remember from

whence you have fallen ; repent and do the firft works. Oppofe the tor-

rent of vice and folly, which is rifing like an overflowing flood, by

determined, genuine, and rational piety : Be fervent and cenftant in

prayer, both individually and united ; ftrengthen your refolutions, and:

renew your engagementsto God ; feck an enlargement of heart, indivins
knowledge, .
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knowledge, generofity, charity, and every ennobling virtue, and be
exemplary as well as fincere in all your conduét. Above all, live by faith
in the onceg crucified, but now exalted Immanuel, and let your hearts glow
with love toward him, and with zeal for the honor of his name and
interefts of his kingdom ; labour to biing your hearts under daily impref.
{ions of his love, that you may feel its conftraining influence ; afpire after
the high privilege of communion and fellowfhip with the Three-One
God, and grieve not the Holy Spirit, by which ye are fealed tc the day
~of redemption.

Thus may you advance in the divine life, enjoy the fmilesof Jehovah’s
countenance, and receive a refrefhing from his prefence, which may make
the wafte placesof Zion to be inhabited, and her defart to bud and bloffom
as the rofe : thusmay you, with all the truly pious in our favored country
of liberty, ftand as the bulwark of the land ; thus may ycur prayers, united
with theirs, be fuccefsful to avertdivine judgments, toproducereforma.
tion, and to bring down abundant bleflings from the father of mercies, oa
all our people and the churches of his faints. And thus, finally, may you
be prepared for, and admitted to his heavenly kingdom.

Requetting an intereft in your prayers, we remain,
Beloved brethren,
Yours affe&ionately in gofpel bonds.
RICHARKD FURMAN, Moderator.
FRAME WOODS, Clerk.

e KON X o M XN e K
N
PR
X



