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CHARLESTON ASSOCIATION,

[

Met at JEFrERS's CREEK, the 31/f of Oober, 1795.

(- HL7FOHE two firft days were devoted to the ufual exercifes of public wor-
thip, which concluded on Sabbath evening with the adminiftration
of the Lord’s fupper. '
ed. On Monday, 11 0’clock, A. M. the introduétory fermon was delivered
by Rev. Lvan Pugh, fiom tft of John, ¢ and 3. Arnd truly our fellowflup
“aswnth the Father and with has fon Jefus Chrifk. ¢
gd. Letters from 17 churches were read, and the names of the delegates
enrolled. C |
4th. Rev. Mr. Pugh was chofen moderator, and Mr. John Waldo, clerk.
sth. Letters” were received from the following affociations: The Warren
with minutes, both of 1794; the Georgia, Bethel and Hephzibah; the laft
1s an aflociation lutely formed in Georgia. Rev. Meflrs, James Fowler, John
Rooker and Jefle Mercer, attended as mellengers ; the two firlt from the
Bethel allociation, the laft from the Georgia, who met with a cordial recep-
tion, and took their feats accordingly.,
- 6th, The followmng bretliren werc appointed to write to correfponding afloci-
atons.  Mr. Furman to the Kent and Suffex, Mr. Botsford to the Philudelphia,
Mr. Waldo to the Warren, Mr. Fowler to the Georgia, Mr. Woods to the
Hepheibah, and Meffvs, Pugh, Cooperand Nixon, to the Bethel,  Mr, Hol.
i combe not uttending, and having failed to furifh the Circular Letter, it is
requefled he will have it prepared for the next year, and Mr, ¥urman is ap-
pouited to write 2 fhoit lester tor the prefent feflion,
) 7t It having been concluded at the meeting held at the Eubaw, in May
| lafl, that the plan for holding two meetings ot aliociation inthe courle ol the
year, is for {everal reafons meligible; and that holding the yearly mectings one
yeer to the Southward, and the next to the Northwiud, by regulur rotation, is
more
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mo.e likely to promote the caufe of Chrift, and general interefls of the
churches: and this conclifion bemng formed by the Scuthern churches, for
whole convenience the f{chem: of holding two meetings in the yes: was
devifed : Therefore agreed unanimoufly, that the r{)ia*ﬂ propofled at ‘he Euhaw be
adopted ; and if no objettions are raifed aga'nft it at our next meeting, by

. . . . . /
inftruétions from the churches, it be conlidered as permanently cftablithed for |

a confhitutional rule, |

8th. Took under confideration the fubjeét propofed for inveftigatiin, .t the,
Euhaw, relpefting the right of a regular and well known paftor cf a ciurch
in union, fitting as a reprefentative in aflociation, withont tue heing [pecially
appointed for that n.ceting, or producing a letier in i)roo': o fuch appontment.
The merits of the firft part of the {ubjett were not decided on, but it was uni-
verfally agreed, that the regular method of fending paftors, as well as other
delegates, to the aflociation,. is by j#<cta/ appointment and letter.  Yet {hould a
delegate fail to obtain his letter or be deprived of it in the courfe of providence,
(aninftance of which gave rife to this euquiry) it is thought he {hould not be
yeevented taking his feat, on producing proper evidence ot the faét; and that,
11 juch a cafe, a man’s own word, it a perfon of known probity and worth,
riay be taken,

cth. The chg}@hq{the Beauty Spot, requefting advice refpeéting difhiculties '

which had a: HeftSgmcerning a certain Charles Pigg, who hadbeen among them
under the chai%&g‘r;gi_’a} preacher. The fubjeft was referred to Meflrs. Botstord,

‘Waoods and. Lewis;. 36 confider and report thereon.  Aftera fhort confultation, .

they reported : That they find by a varicty of clear evidence, of which the church
1s 1n full poffeflion, thaty the faid Charles Pigg has committed many fcandalous
crimes too fhamefuil tq be mentioned ; and that the churches principal difhculty
arofe from their having given him a letter of recommendation and difmiflion
previous to their being informed of his wicked conduct, he having alfo removed
from among themn, but without joining another church : whereupon refolved,
By the rules of regular church government, the perfon accufed remains a
member of the Deauty Spot church, and it becomes their duty to deal with
him as fuch, by enforcing the gofpel difcipline. We alfo advife, from what
appears of the enormity of his crimes, and his prefent difpofition, thiat the
church do exclude hum tfrom memberfhip, and bear publick teftimony againft
him.  And we do hereby give warning refpeting him to all our churches.
1oth Thisaflociation moft cordially approving the f{cheme fora general concert
in prayer, {ormed on the plan of Prelident Edwards, do adopt it tor {erious ob-
fervation among our churches, the public exercifes of which we would with
to be condu&e§ as agreed on by the American churches who have embarked
i the laudable undertaking ; and as publithed by their correfponding com.
nmittec.
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mittes. By this plan the meetings are to be held quarterly, beginning with the
firft Tuefday in fanuary in each year,during the term the {cheme fhall be fup-
ported. Preachingard exhortation to be united with prayer onthefeoccafions, and

the exercifes to .be in at two o'clock in the afterncon. The Haft article we -

conceive muft in {eine meafure yield to circumftances ; and it is very defirable,
that the part of the '~ hich is not devoted to publi:k, may be employed in
private (fcvotion.

11th. Appointed ouvr brethren Edmund Botsford and David Cooper, mef-
fengers to the Bethel Aliociation, Alexander Scott and James Sweat, to ihe
Georgia and Hephzibah. 1
~12th, Qur next meeting 1s to be held at Black Swamp, ‘he Saturday before

the laft Lord’s day in Ottober next. Rev. Mr. Botsford to §.cach the fermon,

in cafe of failure, Rev. John Goldwire,

13th. Read and approved the feveral letters direfted to be werttin,

14th. Colleéted for printing the minutes, and defired Mr. Furman to {uper-
intend the bufinefs. N .. |

Concluded with piayer and exhortation by the moderator,

MINUTES. -
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MINUTES or Tne GENE) QAL COMMITTEE for the Charleflon Bapl
| | A_[ocm&on Fund, met .. Xotfer 5’5 Crech, November ad, 1705,
1{t. Rev. Meflrs. Richard Fu man, Edmund Botsford, Da\nd Cooper}t
John Waldo and Stephen Nixon, appeared as dslegates trom the churches t
which they refpettively betong. | t §
 2d. Procecded. to the eleétion ef officers, when it appeared, Rev. Richar@
Furman was clefted preflident, col. I‘hom"xq Screven treafurer; Mr. Joh
‘Whaldo fecretary, Meffrs Thomas Rivers and " ]ohn Gourla; , afli ftants,
ad. Accounts of the following collcétions were given in : in Charleftoni -
421, 15s. paid into the hands of ihe treafurer ; Georgetown:, 10l. 25, 4d&
Ybenezer, 1l. 145, Phe two laft colieétions were produced, and commntte@;é
o the C’c!le()f the prefident, to be delivered to the treafurer. -
gth. The treafurer’s accounts wer. m{pe&ed by which it appears, that thé
expenditures’ this year, have amounted to 5al. 18, 4({1 which have gone tgwcu-dé
fupporting the young men at col lege.”
sth. The fpecial committee were dlrc&ed to proceed on- the plan adoptec§
laft yeat. |

United 1n prayer, and adjourned,

mm n oo

RICHARD FURMAN, ‘Preﬁdeht.
JOHN WALDO, Sccretary.
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STATE or Tt CHURCHES,
The Minifiersnames are in capitals; Licenfed Preachersin®ltalics; Churches d'finguifbed with

an afterifk ([ * ) we bad

M0 accoumfron'z. their numbers fland as thy did laft v ar ;- Paltors

3”;10 P}lfg;:;;:;& whofe names an obcl & (1) is affixed, were abjent ; @ dafh (=)
enotes a .
e . g’
vl 3~ §
~ LN L
|
-~ . R 3 19
$ & aldal =
‘ | | QK Q=
CHURCHES. RIC MU¥SSENC kRS, - : |
! ICHARD FURMAN, Captain
Charlefton, {Jt’remiah Brown. ‘ ’ d ¢ ¢ 242
Euhaw,* ESNRY HOLCOMBE + : 130
: DMUND BOTSF
Welch Neck, Melver, John David, prander] 4 1] 2| 168
Mount Pleafant,’ Colomen S’}g’in‘N PUGH, James | : 38
, b adl ] * s - :
Coofavhatchie,® AARON TISON.+ . 64
Pipe Cr-=k,* MO-~ES H%DLEY.-}- 75
| - DAVID COUPER, Colonel Robert ’
Ebenezer, o P Ellifon, SO}omm? Morgan. 4 4 63
High Hills of Santee, {_Hampton , Stephen Nixon, W . 96
Lynch’s Creek, S ' , Ifham Nettles. 3 | -
: R JOSHUA LEWILS, Gen. Triftram
Cheraw Hill, Thomas, Thomas ’Cochran. 3] 86
: Mofes Parker, Ed- O
. Beauty Spot, L mund Brown, john jsan‘c;.r b 91 7 2575
Bethel, Black River,* SOLOMON THOMSON. t 87
Black Swamp,* ALEXANDER SCOTT.+ 56
Edifto,* v NATHANIEL WALKER.+} : 142
Little Saltcatcher,* : . 96
UpperF.Lynch'sCreek,{?} llkuj;\n::fs g&'{:MAN’f Ricaard 2 8\ '3! 1 1] 87y
CilVy Jo Cil,
Swift Creek, JLEWIS COLLINS, . 8‘ 21 62
Lower F. LynclV’s Creek, | SAM.BONDS, James Hudf{on. 12 G 1{ 49
Roc}(ey River, 7 , Briant I.ee. 138
Anfon County,. CHARLES COOK,t Tho. Griffin, 1 48
Great Saltcatcher,* , 41
* CFRAME WGODS, JERE- |
Deep Creck, TMIAH LEWIS, James Rgl},x—m DRI
Little Pcedee, TEREMIAH RHEAM. 2
Enon,* . 1¢
Georgetown, y Fobn Waoldn, -3
i I\W L o\ - el T :
Gapway, Little Peedec, )LR;I\;‘ﬁ:)\xr“]}.vh‘\" Duvid Davis, x! ) 2
/ ._; i F el ]
Increale this voeor, 16,0 ?'fi ' .
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Tug CIRCULAR LETTER. | :
The Charleflon Affociation, met at Ebenezer, Feffers’s Creek, the laff day of
. Oclober, and continued to the 4th of November, 1795, to the Churches they
. reprefent, fend Chriftian Salutation. | —

. “BELOVED BRETHREN, :

AUR expettation having failed refpeting the letter appointed at our laft
NS year's meecting to be written, we, of neceflity, addrels you in a few
hafty lines. | |

- We are happy to find by the general purport of your letters, that peaces
‘and unity prevail throughout our connettion, and that in fome place
(thongh few comparatively) there are pleafing evidences of God’s power
‘operating in the converfion ot finners. But we find great reafon -to lament
with you that gencral declenfion which i1s {o evident to obfervation, and {o
fenfibly feli in the prefent day. _, ) |
- ~This f{ituation of the church calls for deep humiliation before God, fericus
~concern refpeflng the ftate of our fouls, vigorous exertion in the caufe of
God, and diligent ufe of the appointed meansof grace.

In vdin do we acknowledge our imperfections, or profefledly lament our
leannefs, if ourhearts are not aflefted. And what blefling can we reafonably
~expett while the rational and moft proper means which God has put within
our power, and to which his word direéts, are neglefted? Permit us, dear
brethren, to {uggeft our fears, that the duties of the clofet and the difcipline
of the heart, are awfully negletted in the prefent day. We fear the views of
~even thofe who have made the moft ferious profeflinn, are too much limited
. 4o the prefent life.  Have we notalmott fergot to confider ourfelves as ftrangers
~and pilgrims on earth ? Is not+the fpirit of ambition, pride and covetioulnefs
| prevalent to a high degree ? Who are they that feel anxioufly concerned for
~ the things which are Jefus Chrift's? Who burn with zeal for the honor of
‘Jehovah ; mourn for the abominations of the land ; and feel bowels of com-
paflion for perifhing immortal {ouls ? Has not the gracious and holy fpirit of
‘God, the‘Comforter, been grieved, .bg our untender walk; by our unbelief,
ingratitude, formality, and negle€t or abule of our privileges?

Have not the folemn :meetings for prayer, repcatedly recommended, been
cither fhametully neglefied, or aftended with a coldnefs and indifferenc
unbecoming thofe who profefs to know Jefus Chnift, or to beliéve the awful
realities of etermty ?

Roufe! brethren, from your lethargy; reafon, duty, obligation call;
judgmnets threaten’; mercies invite: all that is dear or facred to the heart of a
rationa] immortal creature require your aflivity, ferioufnefs and diligence, in
the caule of your God and Redeemer, Render to Jehovah his unqueftionable

and
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and too long detaincd due; and prove him herewith, if he will not, in fuch a
cafe, according to his word, open the windows of heaven and pour you out a
i Dblefling, that there even fhall not be room fufficient to recetve it.
1 We earneftly recommend to your ferious attention the plan for a general
(., concert in prayer among chriftians of different denominations, for a revival
of religion, and the increafe of our Redeemer’s kingdom among all nations.
This pious defign has been formed by many churches of different denomina--
tions, both in Kurope and America. By the American churches, four daysin
the year have been fct apart for the folemn exercife : to wit, the firlt Tuefday
in January, April, July and Oé&tober.

We re geﬁ an affettionate remembrance in your prayers, and wifhing yow
all the choice bleflings of providence and grace, we remain,
Beloved Brethren,

Yours in the faith and fellowfhip of the gofpel,

EVAN PUGH, Moderator. -
JOHN WALDO, C(lrk.
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