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MINUTES

OF THE

CHARLESTON ASSOCIATION,

Met at BLack SwAMP, the 29th of Oober, 1796.

xﬁ.THE two firft days were {pent in public worfhip; which concluded
with the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.

od. On Monday, the gift, 11 o’clock, A. M. an introduétory difcourfe
was delivered by the Rev. John Goldwire, from 1ft John, 1t and gd—That
which we have feen and heard, declare we unto you, that ye alfo may have fel-
lowflip with us: and truly our fellowfhip is with the Father, and with his Son

efus Chrifl.
7{;d Let't/ezrs from eleven churches were read, and the names of the dele-
gates enrolled. : ]

4th. Rev. Mr. Furman was chofen moderator, and Rev. Mr. Holcombe,
clerk.

sth. A letter, and meflenger, Rev. Mr. Cone, were received from the
Hephzibah Aflociation; a letter, minutes and meflenger, Rev. Mr. Fowler,
from the Bethel Affociation; and letters and minutes of the year 1795, from
the Warren, and Philadclphia Affociations.

6th. The minifters prefent, not délegated to the Affociation, were invited
to a feat. ‘

7th. Mr, Furman was appointed to write to the Philadelphia AfTociation,
Mr. Hoicombe to the Warren, Mr. Mofle to the Bethel, and Mr. Nixon to
the Hephzibah.

8th. Two qucries from the church at Bethel, Black River, were read and
confidered.

1ft Query. Can the teflimony of a perfon ¢ good moral chara&er,
though not a ftri&t profeflor of rehigion, be admitted againft a church mem-
ber ? Anfwered 1n the afhrmative.

2d Query. May a minifter of the gofpel marry a perfon to another, whofe
wile, or huiband, has violated the marriage covenant, and is living in a ftate

of
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of feperation from the innocent perfon? Anfwer: We think an innocent
Eerfun, in fuch circumftances, 1s not torbidden, by the feriptures, to mairy;
ut, where no legal divorce is obtained, we are of opinion that a minifter

had better decline performing the ceremony.

gth. Appointed Mellrs. Holcombe, Furman, and Mofle, a committce, to
anfwer the letter from the church at the High Hills of Santee.

10th. The feveral letters appointed to be written, were rcad and approved.
The circular letter which was expeéted laft 5 car, was prefented by Mr. Hol-
combe, read, and with a lttle alteration, adoptcd.

11th, Appointed Mr. Furman to write the circular letter for the next year,
on the following fubjeét. Are the churches of Chrift under obligation to
make provifion for the inftrution and improvement of the perfons they call to
the gofpel miniftry, previous to their entering on the work ?

12th. Appointed our brethren Alexander Scott and James Sweat, our mel-
fengers to the Georgia, and Hephzibah Affociations; David Cooperand Frame
Woods, to the Bethel.

13th. Agreed to hold our next mecting at the High Hills of Santee, the
Saturday before the firft Lord’s day in November next. Rev. Mr, Botsford
to preach the fermon; in cafe of failure, Mr. Holcombe.

14th. Collefted for printing the minutes, and requefted Mr. Furman to
{uperintend the bufinefs. Concluded with prayer and cxhortation by the
moderator.

N o (o4 GBS e ol £y Sl i e e L o Lo SN (o
MINUTLS of the GENERAL COMMITTEE for the CHARLESTON AssO-
C1ATION FUND, met at Black Swamp, Nov. 1/l, 17g6.

1ft. Rev. Meflrs. Richard Furman, H. Holcombe, Stephen Nixon, and
David Cooper, appecared as delegates from the churches to which they re-
Ipettively belong.

2d. Rev, Mr. Furman was chofen Prefident, Col. Thomas Screven, Trea-
furer, Mr. Holcombe, Sccretary, and Mr. Thomas Rivers and Capt. John
Hart, Afliftants.

gd. It appeared that the Charleften church had paid to the Treafurer 571.
gs. 4d. and that of Georgciown, 2ol. from the Euhaw church we received
19l. 10s. gd. tfrom the Welch Neck, 2l. 1s. 2d. and from the Ebenezer,
el. 11s. gid. The colleftions were committed to the care of the Prefident,
to be dehivered to the Treafurer.

4th. The Treafurer’s accounts were infpeéted, by which it appeared that
the expenditures laft year were 1231, 7s. 7d. The fum now in the fund is
106!, 2s. 1cid. Adjourned, R. FURMAN, Prefident.

H. HOLCOMBE, Cler.
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The Miniflers Names are in Capitalsy Licenfed Preachersin Iralics; Churches diftinguifbed
acuh an afler f () we had no a-count from, their numbers Rand as they did laft year;

[ 3 ]

OF THE

CHURCIIES.

Paflors and Delegaces to achofe names an obelifk (1) is affixed, were abjens ; a dafb

{ ) denotes a vacancy,
I E
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- CHURCHES. NiESSELNGERS, I
-Chaﬂeﬂ'on, RICHARD FURIVIAN, 151 1| 1 9 248
_— H. HOLCOMBE, David D. Stoll,
Euhaw, George Mofle, John Role, 6 1] 6] 129
Welch Neck, ’ 168
Mount Pleafant,* , EVAN PUGH,+ 38
Coofawhatchie AARON TISON, James Smart,
’ Itham Gardner, 9 55
Pive Creek , Rp\;ert Tanner,

P ’ Jetle Deloatch, William Caufey,t 27 48
Fbenezer, DAVID COOPER, 4! 2 4} 1| 64
High Hills of Santee, - , STEPHEN NIXON, | 6! 2] 1} 6/ 2} 95
Tanch’s Creek,® R 1L
Cheraw Hill,* JOSHUA LEWIS,t 86
Beauty Spot,* y 75
Dethel, Black River, SOLOMON THOMSON,+ 3t sl 31 s 87
Black Swam ALEXANDER SCOTT, Jofeph

: P» Lawton, John Robert, Howel Wall, | 2 1 57
Edifto,* NATHANIEL WALKER,+ 142
Little Saltcatcher,* R 96
Upper F. Lynch’s Creek,* WILLIAM DENMAN,t 87
Swift Creek,* LEWIS COLLINS,+ 62
Y.ower I'. Lynch’s Creeck,* SAMUEL BONDS,+ 49
Rockey River,* ’ 138
Anfon County,* CHARLES COOK,t 48
Great Saltcatcher,* ’ 4K
Deep Creek, * FRAME WOODSs,+ 57
Little Pcedee,* JEREMIAH RHEAWM, 26
Enon, , David Melvin,+ 1 1| 16
Georgetown, ED. BOTSFORD,t Jobn Waldo,t I 3z
Gapway, Little Peedee,* })A!\XID OWEN,t+ 28

, AMES SWEAT, George Swicord
Bethclds, {\Villiam Cokert ' ’ 42
Increafe this year, 11. 36111143 i6l19l1035

The
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The

CIRCULAR LETTER.

The CHARLESTON ASSOCIATION, held at Black Swamp, from the 29th of
Oober, to the 1} of November, 1796, to the Churches they reprefent, fend

greeting.
Berovep BRETHREN,
' GREEABLY to a former engace-
ment, we thall now endeavour to tur-
pifh an anfwer to the following query, viz.

What a'tention to the civil and political
interefts of our country, does the law of
God require of usas chriftiuns ?

That our country has civil and political
interefts ; and that the law of God requires
attention to themn, are propofitions fuund-
ed in tat, and implicd in this enquiry.

Thefe interelts are comprrhended inour
title to a vote, mediately or immediateiy,
in all governmental affairs; our cligibility,
with fome exceptions, to any office to
which our virtues, talents, and pecuniary
qualifications may entitle us, amfthe pro-
tection of our perfons, reputation, liber-
ties and property. By the law, in the
qgueftion beforc us, it is plain we are to
anderftand the word of God. And we
may fately affirm, that whatever thefcrip-
tures require of usin any charalter or re-
lation, is incumbent on uschriftians. Men
may- difcharge fome of their duties, with-
out ating confiftently with the chrifiian
religion in other refpelts ; but we can b
no means adorn the doltrine ot God our
Saviour in all things, unlefs we perform
the duties of every ftation, in a manner
confiftent with the relations in which we
ftand to God and man. The true and
eminent chriftian unites ali the virtues, and
difcharges all the duties which dignity and
adorn private and public, civil and reli-
gious life. So that we have fimply to fhew
what attention to the duties and interefls
connetted with civil governmert, thefcrip-
tures require. And this we fhall endea-
vour briefly to do, on the moft general
and liberal principles.

Indeed, it would be impoflible for us to
write on principles of any other defcrip-
tion, without a manifef difregard of the

facred writings which we have embraced
as our only rule ot faith and praltice.
However attached to the foil that gave us
birth, and with all our partiality for the
covernment undery hich welive, we con-
fider that the followers et Chrift in all
countries, under every form of govern-
ment, and in every conditicn, are con-
cerned in cur {ubje&t. We fhall endea-
vour, therefore, to guard againft the in-
fluence of local cenfiderations, and keep
in mind that we are not at liberty to admit
unferiptural difcriminations, nor to juftity
that in ourlelves which we condemn in
others. And fhould the rules of modern
policy happen, in any irfance, to differ
from the law and the teftimeny, we need
not tell you to which, without the leaft
hefitation, we fhall give the preference.
We begin with what regards the founda-
tion of all civil, pelitical, and in fhort,
all our interefis: OUR NATURAL AND
UNALIENADLE RIGHTS AS MEN. Thefe,
it is univerfally granted, are ¢¢ LiFE, LI-
BFRTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPI-
NESs.” As we regard the digritv of our
nature, the good of our fpecies, and the
honor of our common Father, the ador-
able Author ot ourbeing, we fhould view
as meftimable, thefe our fundamental
rights. When our moft valuable privi-
leges were endangered by the encroach-
ments of arbitrary power, reverence to
original and undeniable principles, led the
brave and patriotic Americans to make,
and abundantly juftified them in making,
a fpirited dcclaration of their indepen-
dence. In thisthey fay, ¢ We hold thefe
truths to be feit-evident ; that all men are
created equal; that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable
rights ; that among thefe are life, liberty
and the purfuit of Jappinels.”  And this
is
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is faving no more than what s re-echoed
by the whole candid world, from the joint
voice of what is called natural, and what
we know to be revealed religion. Our
origin, end, and natural equality, in point
of rights, as well as our mutual obliga-
tions to promote each other’s happinefs,
are fet before us with a beautiful and ftri-
king fimgplicity in the oracles of God.
‘They inform us, that ¢ He hath made of
one blood all nations of men.”” So that,
as we are told in the fumne chapter, ¢ We
are the offspring of God.” And from
this view of the dignity of our common
nature, nothing appears more rcafonable
than obedience to the divine precept which
fays, ¢ Honor all men.” But equall

reafonable, all muft own, is that whic?;
fays, ¢ All things whatfocver ye would
that men fhould do to you, do ye even fo
to them, for,” whatever {vltem and prac-
ticc may be oppofed to it, ¢¢ thisis the
law and the prophets.” Imprefled witha
juft fenfe of our natural rights as the foun-
dation, our wants make us feel, and the
fcripture enables us to fee, the neceflity
of civil government. Of this, at leaft of
punitive juftice, there could have been
no nced had man continued as he wascre-
ated, in the image, and fubject to the laws
of God. And when the happy time, pre-
dicted by the prophets, fhall come, when
all will know the Lord, and obey his

righteous precepts, there can be no ufe |

for coercive power. But in the prefent
ftate of mens morals, coercion is effentially
neceflary to the good, perhaps to the ex-
iftence of fociety. Some of us remember
with pain, the diftrefling fcene exhibited
in our own country, where bleffings in a
pleafing varicty now finile, when the ope-
ration ot law fuffered only a momentary
fufpenfion. When the Ifraelites were for
a fhort time without magiftrates, an infpi-
red hiftorian reprefents them as in a moft
alarming ftate. And this was written to
fiew us the neceflity of impofing a re-
ftraint on the felfithnefs of individuals, by
the arm of the community. The fame

leffon is inculcated with reliftlefs energyy

and in charaéters awfully legible, in the
page cof univerfal experience. In fhort,
it is very demonftrable that the worft form
of government, and the moft unrightea
oufly adminiftered, is preferable to entire
anarchy.

From the foundation and receflity, the
fcriptures invite our attention to the na-
ture and importance of civil government.
Without giving any explicit 5ireéiions as
to a particular form of government, God
has left men to the exercife of their own
reafon, under the influence of their natu-
ral defire of happinefs, to enter inte fuch
compafts, and to adopt fuch regulations
as may be moft agrceable to their various
tempers and circumftarces. But he has
made it our duty to confider and view him
as the foundation of all fubordinate au-
thority. His words are, ‘¢ By me kings
reign and princes decree juftice. By me
princes rule, and nobles, even all the
judges of the earth. Promotion cometh
neither from the eaft nor from the weft,
nor from the fouth; but God is thejudge:
He putteth down one, and fetteth up an-
vther.” This, we are informed by Ezra,
was acknowledged, even by an illuftrious
heathen. ¢ Thus faith Cyrus, king of
Perfia, the Lord God of heaven hath given
me all the kingdoms of the earth,” And
Daniel faid to Belfhazzar, ¢ O thou king,
the moft high God gave Ncbuchadnezzar
thy father, a kingdom, and majefty, and
glory and honor.”” And Paul fays, < Let
every foul be fubjett te the higher powers :
for there is no power but of God. The
powers that beare ordained of God” And
he immediately adds, ¢ Whofoever, there-
fore, refifteth the power, refifteth the or-
dinance of God.” But it fhould always
be underftood and remembered, that hu-
man laws fhculd never be made inconfift-
ent with the laws of God, and, thatif they
are, we muft obey God rather than man.
When the Hebrew children were fpared,
contrary to the Egygtian king’s command,
the thing pleafed God. Shadrack, Me-

fheck,
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“‘;ck and Abednigo, \wwere miraculoufly | and when exerciting the conitituted autho-

owned and honored of God in refufing,
though by a king commanded, to worthip
a golden image. DanicV’s perfeverance in
prayer, contiary to a royal decree, is an-
other cafe in point ; to which may beadd-
ed, thar of theapotftles, who Loldly preach-
ed the gofpel, though forbidden by their
rulers. Butin all cafes where laws and
govcrnment are not cvidently contrarv to
th- laws of God, or fubverfive of ellon-
tial rights, minifters ave direftzd to teach
their heavers to bz fubject for conlcience
fake. Somre in this fucred othice, it muft
be cwned, have gone very unwarrantable
lenaths in their attention to politics; and
the moft deftrutive errors have been com-
mitted by producing the unnatural union
of charch and ftate, and enforcing unifor-
mity in religious worfhip; but it bv no
means fullows that other chriftiuns and mi-
niffers fhould full into the oppofite extreme,
by inattention to their real and important
duties as men and citizens.  Thouzh the
orzcles of truth treat principally of the
grcat fubjelts of fulvation, they are far
from teing filent on civil duties and privi-
leges; and their comparatively unimport-
ant contents, are worthy of the ftricteft
attention. Our Lord, by a referve and
delicacy hichly worthvot ourimitation on
political fubjects, carefully guarded againft
offending, and cheeriully contributed to-
wards fupporting the Roman government.
And his eminent apoftle Panl, had not
only ftudied, but frequently plead his pri-
vilcges as « Roman citizen. Ina juft and
fpirited manner he reprehended the ofticer
who profefled to Lie judging him accord-
ing to law, but commanded him to be
fmitten contrary to the law. He employed
his infpired pen in explaining the cuufe
and neceflity of tribute, or taxation; and
enforced fuhjeltion to civil authority, tho’
at the time, Nero, that monfter of every

fpecies of wickednefs, filled the imperial

throne. For often, in the prefent imper-
fect ftate of 1hings, wicked men are placed
in the ftate of legiflators and magiftrates;

rity of the ftate, are to be fubmitted to as
well as the righteous. And whea the ef-
fential rights of men are not violated by
their governiment, and leflfer abufes are
acquiefced in by the body of the nation, it
is our dutv to fubmit, in relpett of the
public fentiment; the power of govern-
ment being oriyinally lodged by the di-
vire conftitution, in the majority of the
nation ; unlefy; by fpecial revelation, men
are otherwife directed. 1In free zovern-
ments indeed, provifion is made in their
conftitutions for retitving all abufes, whe-
ther in law or adminiftration. “This is a
power which fhould be highly prifed, but
ufed with caution. Hnman imperfeclion
prevents the hore that in the prefent ftate
of the world, the laws and adminiftration
of a ftate will, in every refpect, accord
with ftrict juftice and equity, asapplied to
individuals; and the peaceable and gene-
rous {pirit of chriftianity will teach us to
bear many inconveniencies, ruther than
difturb the peace of a government, ob-
ftruct its operaticn, or endanger its fecu-
ritv, on the principle of private intereft
or convenience. That poweris frequently
abufed, is, indced too obvious; and go-
vernments may, and do become tyrannical
and oppreflive: fo that to effect a reform
in abad, or even a revoluticn, in an in-
tollerable government, is fomctimes a de-
firable and important objelt; butitfhould
always be done by mild, peaceable and
conftitutional means. Thismay be thought
in fome cafes impracticable ; but it would
feldom, if ever, prove fo, if a general
and perfcvering attention were paid to the
ufe of proper means, ¢¢ Let there be
light” diffufed among all ranks ot peo-
ple. Encourage a free enquiry into mens
richts and circamftances. Shew them
their true intereft, from time to time, and
in various points of view. Petition; re-
monftrate. Never let the fubjet fleep.
And, from the force of truth, and the
native love of libertv which glows in all
human hearts, a nation will at laft rifcdup
an
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and affert, and to affert will be to obtain
their richts.  And thofe whn poffefs, s
we do in a very high degree, civil and re-
ligious liberties, with their various happy
concomitants and refults, thould feel and
exprefs great gratitude to the God of na-
tions.

We fhall be criminally deficient in the
attention to ourcivil and political interefts
which the word of God reguires, if weare
found unthankful for them, from a ftupid
infenfibility as to their value and impor-
tance. Both Jews and Chriftians were re-
peatedly reminded of their peculiar pri-
vileges and bleflings, that with grateful
hearts they might duly prize andimprove
them. 7Thofe who have read, with at-
tention the hiftorv of nations, know with
w hat extreme dithculty good, or even to-
lerablc governments are formed, and how
eafily the moft valuable bleflings they fc-
cnre, are loft. Few of the human race
have vet enjoved the ineftimable privileges
of a frec covernment. After all the re=
reratel difcuflions of political fubjects,
and the rivers of blood which have been
th~1 in cft blithing governments, millions
born as tree as we were, and as much en-
titled, by juftice and equity, to liberty,
oroan under the galling yoke ¢f bonduge.
fgnorant of the judicious diftribution of
legiflative, judicial, and executive powers,
amona diftinet departments, which diftin-
cuithes our reprefeatutive republic, and
renders it permanent and free; and ftran.
~ers to the unbiafed decifions ot a jury
compofed of their own peers, they igrobly
cringe to a  ampered defpot, who unites
11 hindelf wil thefe important powers, and
ru'es them with unreftrained and relent-
lefs rigor. And in the fame provortion
that fuch a fiate of extreme degradation
and wretchednefs is to be deprecated, our
c.vil and political interefts are to be prized.
And as ir is our urqueltionable duty to
promote our own happinets, and that of
all othermen, to the ntmoft of our ability,
we fhould ufe care and induftry, not only
that we may want ncining ourlelves—be

able to fupply the nesdy, and encoura
any public and hiterel defign, but that we
may ferve our gencration, with the oreates

advantazge, inthe glciious caufeof l’i‘oerti,j'_ g
It is not without {ufficient rcafon, that péeps

cuniary qualifications arc required in our
own, and other free ftates, as neceflary in
the firft inftance toentitleto a vote in pub-
lic aftairs, and afterwardsto moreimport-
ant trufts. Tor thoue h it fometiires hap-
pens that worthy men of great talents ure
peor, and confequently their countrv may
fufinin a greac lofs by their ineligibility to
oflice, we are to coniider, that the gene-
rality of men, to their fhame be it fpoken,
are not influenced in their cendult by a
fenfe of right and wrong, but, as fome of
them withount a bluth can avow, folely by
intere fi; their own individual and private
intercit; to which everv dictate of cen-
fience, and every public confidcration
muft ke facrificed.

And it thefe men are not interefted in
fupporting a government for their own
emohment, they are not to be trufied.
They muft, therefore, be interefted in the
country in proportion to the truft repofed
in them. In this State, a man not worth
a farthing, with a reafonable fhare of
hexlth and ‘trength, 1ay eatily in the
couriz of ore vear, entiic himfelf ‘o the
oreat privileoe of choofino the citizens
who are to enact the laws by which he is
to be governed. And where it is pralti-
cable in the moderate ufe of lawful means,
we think it an incumbent duty and very
landable, for men of virtue and taients to
acquire the pecuniary qualifications which
will reader thein eligible to a feat in the
legiflature, or to anv office in the ftate.
And when pollefied of thefe advantaces, it
is certainly criminal, andin amuch higher
degree thanis generally fuppofed, tonegledt
artending ele€tions, or toreiufetoferve the
publicinaay manner, frem anignoblelcve
of eafe, or an ill-judged attention to our
private concerns. Should the government,
by inattention of the citizens, indolence,
impatience of falutary reftraint, or any

otlier



r means lofe its energy, laws fink into
‘ontempt, and the turbulent and guilt{
ns of men get loofe; we fhrink wit

or, from the probable, or rather the
vitable confequences. Even thofe who
m their remiffnefs in all kinds of pub-
lic duty, {feem to confider themfelves but
as paffengers in the ftate veflfel, might be
among the firft who would be overwhelm-
ed with the waves of anarchical turbulence
and fury. In every thing that refpects
our laws, from the qualifications of their
enaltors, to their execution, we fhould
alt with the greateft attention, retitude,
and judgment. The laws of our country
are the barrier by which our perfons, re-
putations and property are fecured from
the cruel depredations of the robber, the
flanderer, and the affafin. And while we
ourfelves regard thefe laws as facred, we
fiould mark thofe who donot. Whatever
their fervices may have been, or whatever
their merits, in other refpefts, may be,
in wantonly or contemptuoufly violating a
public law, their condutt has a moit dan-
gerous tendency, even to fubvert the go-
vernment itfelf, and fhould meet with dif-
tinguithed marks cf our moft pointed dif-
approbaticn. If one law maybe violated,
why not another, why not all, enatted by
the fame authority? A difregarding, or
trampling on a public law of the land, ex-
tremely criminal inany man, is much more
fo in legiflators and magiftrates. Their
oaths ot office fhould operate as an effec-
tual refiraint from fo licencious and dan-
gerous a procedure, or their perjury fhould
for ever difqualify them for a fimilar truft.
And where no conftitutional provifion ex-
ifts for a cafe of this extraordinary nature,
the defe(t thould be fupplied by the refufal
of the fufirages of an enlightened and vir-
tuous people, whenever fuch triflers with
their interefls, appear as candidates for
any place, or office in their gift. Tobreak
a law of the ftate, is to infult the majefty
of the people.

In the further exercife of the attention
due to our civil and political interclts, we
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muit honeftly, and without any kind of
equivocation, contribute our refpeltive
quotas to the fupport of government. Ru-
lers are called God's minifters, for good
to thofe who do well and as revengers to
cxecute wrath on evil doers; and waiting
continuallv on the execution of the duties
of their offices, theyare entitled to a libe-
ral fupport. We are charged to ho-
nor them according to the powers with
which they are clothed; as well as to re-
member them in our addreflfes to God,
that the government being righteoufly ad-
miniftered, we may lead quiet and peace-
able lives in all godlinefs and honefty.
But finding this letter fwell under our
hands to a greater degree than we could
with, we refer you with great plcafure to
the invaluable addrefs of our illuftrious
and beloved Prefident, to the people of
the United States, as a piece which ren-
ders this, and every thing elfe on the {ub-
je€t, in a good meafure unneceflary, and
defcrves not merely to be infcribed in cha-
ralters of gold, and cxhibited in the dwel-
ling of everycitizen of the United States;
but to be cngraved on every American
heart. From this excellent performance,
which is juft publifthed, we fhall tuke the
liberty to quote a paflage to adorn, and
conclude the explicative part of this Ictter.

¢« Of all the difpofitions and habits
which lead to political profperity, reli-
gion and morality are indifpenfible fup-
ports. In vain would that man claim
the tribute of patriotifm, who fhould la-
bour to fubvert thefe great pillars of hu-
man happinefs, thele firmeft props of the
duties of men and citizens, The mere
politician, equally with the pious man,
ought to refpeét and cherifh them. A
volume could nottrace all their conneftions
with private and public felicity. Let it
fimply be afked, where is the fecurity for
property, for repntation, for life, if the
fenfe of religious obligationde/ers the oaths,
which are the inftruments of inveftigation
in courts of juftice? And let us with cau-
tion indulge the fuppofition, that morality

can
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can be maintained without religion. What.
ever may be conceded to the influcnce of
refined education on minds of peculiar
ftructure, reafonand experience both for-
bid us toexpeét that national morality can
prevail in exclufion of religious principles,
*Tis fubflantially true, thatvirtuc or mo-
rality is a neceffary {pring of popular yo-
vernntent. The irule, indeed, extends
with more or lefs force to every fpecies of
frec government. Who that 1 a fincerce
iriend toit, canlook withindiffcrence up-
on attciipts to fhake the feundation of the
fabrick ?

¢« Promote, then, as an object of promrary
importance, infiitutions for the general
diﬂl:.lﬁon of knowledge. Inyproperticn as
the ftructure of a government gives fo.ce
to public opinon, it is eflential that pub-
lic opinion fhould te enlightened.”

T'hus, brethren, we have thewn vou, in
gencral, the importance of 1le civil and
political intercflts of cur country; that
their foundation is our natural rights as
men; the neceflity, in the prefent flate of
things, of civil government; its nature
and importance as an ordinance ¢f Ged
that the fcriptures require attention to the
fupport of covernment, which fhould te
marnifefted by fubjection to civil authority
in all things, conliftent with a gcod con-
fcience, bv guardirg againfi flackening the
reins, or deftroving the energy of govern-
nient and 'av s, fupporting, honoring and
praving for our rulers, and chee: fullv dii-
charging every public duty of which we
arc capiable : but what thofe duties are,
and how they are to be perfornied, in cir-
cun-ftances which may occur, is difficu't,
from their numbtier and variety, to afcer-

We remain,

- ‘a‘
tain. And it is not ealy to fhew the
cife point to which our attention fh

in politics.  But furely, being free
zens, poflefled of the objets of taxation,
and perfonally, or, atleaft, mediatel .
cerncd in all that 1egards war, wh
its preludes, conccmitants and refult
the greateft of tempceral calamitics,
fh(mtd interedl curfelves in thefe matters,

fo far as will confit with our other an~
more important duties, and with the dcli-
cacy of the chriftian charaéter.  But our
expectations fhould aotte fanguine, what-
ever apyearances may tuke place.  Civil
government, in its weoft perfect form, is not
capable of retifving all the evils which
ext in our world: and, in cne view, is
itlelf a cen‘equence, demonftration, and
a punifhuent of fin. The law, in its
reftraints, > not for a righteous man,
but for the difob edient.  And, as no go-
vernment can be fupported but by the
fword, to, while there is a neceflity for
the excrcite of coercive power, we muft
Pave oceaficral, us, wiibhcut governnient,
there would te perpetual war. Of two
evils, theefere, we fhould hoofe the
leaft, wher, as inthe prefent cafe, a choice
is neceflurve “This is evidently civil go-
vernnwent, withall the exgences and con-
fequences which it involves,  And ufing
our bdft endcavours to deftroy local pre.
judices, bigotry, and ividious, difcerimi-
nating epithets, among our fellow citizens,
let «.s e exaniples of moderation, yeace,
and love; and haften 1o the utmoft ot our
ability, the Llelled pericd, when scafon,
religion, and morality, flall commence
their univerfaly, glonwus, and cternal
1. gn,

Beloved Brethren,
Yours in Gofpel Ronds,

RICHARD FURMAN,
HENRY HOLCOMBE,

Moderator.
Clerk.



