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MINTGTES

C F T H E . R
"-rﬂ -\ f\l (,\j | m ) . \ ..
CHARLESTON ASSOCIATION,
ﬂl& al f]” BEAHESDA CrorcHa, S.1r.1; ’."v’AH RII’[R l\ gV ber 3/'1’, 17_98.

1ft. T1 HE rtwo fu it days were emplo:ed in “"e ufual attendance on public ordiy-
A ances: Fwo icim. ms were dilivered on | Caturday, and three on the fabbath,
to an attentive, numerous atliences after which thg Lords tapoer was adminiitered,
2d. On Mon 1 1y, the sthinltant, at i 1 ¢’clock a. M. The Rev. Feary Holenmba
delivered the formon mtrodutory to ‘\u fines, from Pilme CXIX 120, ¢ [t
. time for thee, Lord, to work; for they have made void thy law. o
3. Le:tters from ¢ churches were ruzd, and the names of the D"I atss, With
the itate of the churches, minated.
4th. Rev. Richard Furman was chofen Moderator, and Mr. Io{lph 3u71ua
Cook, Clerk, ‘
~ sth. The church at Lane’s creek again pxefented aletter, by their ddemltes for |
admiflion into this ailbctation, tog vthcr with a written report in their fwor, of the
commuttes appointed lalt year to enguire tnto the caule of difference between them &
the church in Anfon conuty 5 but as the delegates of the churchin Aaion fignified
» that faid church, as well as themf lves, were not fatisfiad : Agreed, that the fol-
fowing brethren be a committee to inv+itigate the fubje®, and report Lefore the
wnd of the fulion: viz. Richard I'nrman, Henry Holcombe and James Sweat.
- 6ih. T'wo other churches petitioned for admiflton’: One a'church ot many years
ftanding, at the Congaree, formerly under the paﬂoral care of the late eminenily
,fnous, excel‘em and uicfx]l Rev. Jofeph Rees; the other latels ©-nflituted, on
the lower Three Runs.  Very fatisfadory accounts rc(pe&mg hear fur -ud prac.
- -Yice bung obtained, they were admitied. i
gth. 'The Miniltring brethren prelent, not '1ttendmg as delegat.:, woie invited
take a feat with the aﬂbcmtlon, as auu’mgts in their de]u)uatnons.
8th. Letters and minutes of the ycar ’g7, were received from the Philade] phia &
‘Warren aflociations ; likewife from the Bcthel Gecerata and Hephazibah, aﬂ'ocut-

twns,



~at Lane’s Creek,  nd tye
- #irit, that they do ot tE ik e ooufe of difpute betwesn the church in Anfony

' L 2 ] : ) . -
tions, of the prefent year. A Letterfrom the R ev. Lemuel Duarket, of N. C'I.Cllv
na, was alfo received, accempaaicd by meinviesof varicus affeciations in No C.and
Virginia, and one from A, Needimm Whithi.ld, with 1sinvves of the Neule
aftciation.  Rev. James Fowler atterded us metlenger from the Beth:] affociation,
Rgv‘ lefle Mercer fromu the bmrnu, «nd Rev. Be,x_]dmm Davis from the Ilep-
hzibaly, who were enrdial Hy recoived. o
1the  Mr. Furman, as chairman of fhe comnmittee apr m"fe(. 1&’} vear to In Vef»
ticate the caufz of difference between the clurch at the ruah i alls of Santeé, and
Yor. Mr. Gerald, rel[ce@ing the fubbath, reported the Opmum and tranfa&ions of

faid committee, founded on the i formation the ‘v recetved at a meeting of this ;larncs
which thev atiended : which a-=outited to this : That fome of the procecdings of
the church hud not been reguilar « bt that they hud juft caufe of diie [i"){u(.[xon boHth
From the principle and condu& of i1r. Gcmld that + plan for reconcitiation had
beaft prepaled b\ the committze coihe 9 nt 1 yaral principles, which was acceded
to by the ch u*ch and by Mr. Gerald condito .1‘1) ; but that ie bhad finally re-
j=Tted 1t and determired to pro ceed onthe p an of ins new fentiments, .-rccardmg to
uhut he had publiihed t'< m the pulpit and the prefs. The ailociation are forry
o hear of the death of Mr. Gerald, and thit he ver{ited in the fenitiment and cone

du& referred to.

reeh. The Moderator read the cirenlar letter, he Add prepared by requett of the
afloc z‘tlon, and by his defire ©* was fubmitted to the eritical evminaton of a com-

Cmittee.” The committee, Mr. ilolcombe, My, Roberts, and Mr. Sweat,

r1th. The following brethren were appointed fo write to the correlponding
aflociations, Mr. Iurman to the Philadelphia, Mr. Holcembe to the Warren, Mr,
Sweat to the Bethel, Mr Roberts to the Georgia, oir. Ceok to the Hephzibal,

Mr. Tilon to the Neule.

12th. The conypitces, to '.\'hom were refet red the bufin.(s refpe@ing the church
sination of the circdlar letter, each uported The

county and that = Lap.’s creesntlicent to prevcntthe Litter from being received
into union ; but thonk it incumbent on ahn» charch, as well as thar on Fl‘xt creek,

where the diTtisfaGion originated, 10 t.ke eiandid and friendly meafures for
giving fatisfaltion to the cnurrh i nnlv"z the rathzr, as the Pattor of that

‘ehurch thinks his charader injured, and ois ulfalnefs inipeded, by the reprefens
tations which have been made by fome perfons wI s buli 1els 3 and that the aflos
ciation r«.comm-nd a ten:per .md conducdt, of matual cencetlton and - tendernedy

to [aid chmrches,
'[he other committee recommeanded the adopticn of the vire J_fr Ut ey as it Wedd

Lisn
yeeny prefented.  Which reports werg: concurred 1.
7}':.
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3 3th. A letter was prefented by two p"rﬁ\nc, as mefle - 2ers, from a part of
the Bethel church; reprefenting that an unhapgpy divifion exitted in faid church,
and that the majority had taken part in meafures which appeared to them to be
inconftitynt with good order, v as to affc& the horior of rcligion, and the in.
tercits of the unien ; Jlm praying, that the {tiznd]; affittance of the atfociation
rnight be afforded,  Agrecd thereen, that our breth ren, Jchn M. Roberts, Da-
vid L‘onper and “jolm C. 1o, be a commities to viiit the fard church, to enguire
into the Rate thereol refpaSing the wrticles alledged ;Jxe t‘ieir advice, and aﬂfnrd

juch alindance as may be m-uadl‘w defized by the ‘mrtus, ¢3 which thc interefls of
the unien may require. .
ath. Took igio eonfidaration the fillowing Query, from the ‘churbh at Pipe
creck.  lsir coniilent with the pr inc iples w_um‘«Tuﬂ of a ch:uh«m, for a perfon
to join himfeli to alodaz of free ons ? and, 1if thxs be anfivered in the affirma-
tive s is it orderly fur him to affociate with a lod ge of £ the fraternity who arc evi-
dentlv perfoas of immoral lives, and whole aif=mbiiny topether proves a mean
of encreafing immoral condud ! ’/;-/,.hr.-—’ru it, as an effe ntial part of the m.i- ~
fng c con*htuur-w is fecrecy, tz,,_,lﬂ"«,m ition find themielves g"c atly difqualified fer
giving a decided antwer to the fird part of the Query.  ‘The univerfal benevolence
profe Afed | by t! ¢ members of that body, theadsof kindnefls and libarality acual-
ly per rfoimed, inm any initances b) them, and the exiitence of periom profefiing
chriitianity in that coancxion, make in favor of 1t ; bu: on the other hand, the
nccetlity a perfon js laid ander to bind himfelf by Lhc moit fulemn enzagements to
fzcreey, before he can receive the information which is necdftr) to m«..)lc him
to forn a regular and confeientious jndgment on the fubje®, and which fhopld he
haaily d;improve, muit prove of Lh° moit embarraling nature, appears to be
fo tnconfi-tent, boch with reafon and religion, that it ﬂmu’ 11zem, atlealt, advilea.
ble tor ferions: clnnmm te avord the comn,xmn efpecially as we are amply
furaiiked with dzudmns, and aided by the moft powerful and fublime motives to
the pureft benzvolence, in the fcheme of our holy religion ; und as the ‘principles
of all the ufeful branches of fcience are open to the hcc‘i accefs, Vet we think
the {fubjed fo intimately conne®ed with the rights of private judgement, that, 4
perion lhnuld Ye left to his own confcientious dctermmauon xdoectm*v it. o
- 2d. To »ilociate with immoral perfons, o as to give countenance to their im-
_moralities, is ccrtdnuy evil.  Subj:&s of ufefulnefs and duty do at times howe ve:,
call us tead in conne&@ian with fuch perfons, which though it expofes to danger ot
difguft, may be confitently done ; while we caretully diil} nguilh between ‘the law-
ful transaclion, by purfuing only that, aud the incidental evnl which we avoid.—.
Buat to affociate with muioral perfons where Juty in one Form or other does nog
gally is to take part in their immoralities,  The decifion on'the latter part of this
. Query therefore, mult depend on the judgment which olwht to be formed of thg
, : : Lubinefs -
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buiinefs of @ maferic lodge ; Whether itis a matter of duty or not ?

1¢. Appointed aur Brotaer Joln M. Roberts, meflenger to the Bethzl affe-

ph B. C

claiinn, jo Cuok, to the

-

1 S

sorgia, jtmf’s Sweat and Aaron Tifoa, to the

7th. Mr. Holcombe is requ: =Rted to wiite the circular letter for the next year

in “.ﬁ.\ cr to this qumhm. : Whatobhigation are perfons who enjoy the difpenfation.
sl the Gofpel un. 1Pr, to attend p!l Hlic 'worthip ?

y6th. Agieed that our pext

eting be at the Congaree, the Saturday before

the firlt {muam in November next ; R ¢v. James Sweat to preach the Sermon,

,';31- Ce “FS { fashus VII J(; n M. Roberts,

17 C( ii ‘:.—} dt
i(: L HHL\.HL{ the r pr
L,muuded with ct'l

B. The grranze
L
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‘Cm

ycar.
£.57. 17s. 9d. Euhaw £.18.

"~ lhe

he moaz y for printing the Minutes ;
Aud dl.tnbu'mu.

rte 1t:<m and prayer |
ients Lt the general committee continue as thev were lal}
Three churclis L:we contributed this «
11s. gd. bpc;“’(m‘)[ 10. *4.9 6d.

expenditnre has bren £.32. o5 ¢d.

A Y

The Moderator is defired

sy the Maderator. : -

vear to the fuad, viz. (.,h'*rleﬁon,

Keraains in fund [ r12. 16s. 3d.

THE CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Charlellon Bap:iid 'uf"ocw tion, affembled at Bethefda, on sa‘annd River, Three Pan, the
thitd da 1y of Nov m}lu ry, 1y93, and coutinued to the ﬁ\ch of faid month—To thc' chunlu thcy

reprefent, fond chri 'mn Ldl’Jult o,

Al

Dearuy B:::Low.n Breruruy,

GREABLE to a refolve of the
% 1af year, we come new to confider
ti.c & Juery : ¢ What 15 the proper pro-
nee and uie of reafon in rodigion 2
He;e, on the pfual plan of candid
and regular difcufhon, we fhall it ex-
plan the terms, and then attempt a fo-
luticn of .the difficulty contained in the
intcrelting and delicate fubjeét of in-
Quirv.
© The tarms which are of peculiar fig-
nificancy and importance in this quefiion
are, reasor and religion 3 and the grund
fubje@ of inquiry is. the proper frovidce

and ufe of the ozein refpe of the sther.
‘The word reafori has been taken by
Metaphylicians, Philofophers, and Di-
Vines, oA variety Jof 4enfcs, which
liave, too often, been left indeterminate s
this has occafioned miftukes, and -difs
pntes wliich might have been avoided,
well as errors of.x pernicions tendency.
In our explanation’ we fhall confider tlie
the term in three acceptations only ;
wlich appear to include all that is ufe-
ful and effential in this inquiry : fome
others may be noticed, when we come

to corcét certain midakes. Thofe inae
tended
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ter.ded in the diffinitien age: Tird, the ra-
tional {uculty of the human foul, or other

created intelligence : which includes per--

ception and judgem‘-'lt Secordly, the
exercife of ihis faculty inits inquiries af-
ter, adhcrence to, and Jdifence of tiuth
in the great puriuits of knowledzre, duty,
and h: 1ppmel,. : efpecially whep ihquirte

are made, conclulion: fnrmed, and ad.
herence fupported on ju:"t principles and

~ proper evidence: o1 Dby jait and
“repular fcheme of ratiocipation, Third-
-_ ly the cenflitution an d order of na.

ture (confidering natute in the maoft fub-
lirne and extenhve menning of ~ the
word ;) or that fcheme of arrangement
which mfnite wildom, 11 vl.teoumn‘ &
~ goudnefs have eft: xbhihed
the material, intelligent, and moral {y{-
tems of the univerfe; together with the
rincipies on which this fcheme s efta-
blithed: Which piinciples have their
origin m the perlcé‘mus of deity, & are
nccuhrv to give per! ‘elion o the fyf-
Cteiny tLey cgovern. This fonfe of the
word, though here menvioned 1.1‘{, 1 its
reoalar order flands the (rit. Trincludes
the cmﬂevc iture, attyibutes, and pro-
,pc.t.es of all beir nzs that exitt, or canex-
i, in refpect of their reality s pofibility,
,.e}atmn and d;pem.ence Tlus it may
_ be faid ta pervade the fovereignty, and
i rhts of deity ; and the de) -ndence,
duty. and obligations, of creatures.—

In the ﬁme m.mner it comr'enends the

_nature and laws of ¢ caufe and effe&, fuh
ject and ad_;udnt, means amd end, agent
and patieng, time and plice, extention
and rumber; wildom and happindfs,

truth aud knowledge,

throu ghn_ut ,

'nh rauce and  {rom pure 'nmc sles ;

'rcaﬁ)n to which we mn% u‘lvc

q

Jd
error, crime and punifhment, fin and
mifzry ¢ thouzht and volition, principle

and f"nhment, motive and action; Ina
word of an innumerable maltitude of
exillences, falts, affzGions, relations, op-
pofitions, changes, and cx.‘cnm’lames,
which none but an infinite mind can ful-
Iy comprehend.  The nature and order'
of thefobeing eltablithad by effettive and
invariable laws, become the fubje@ of
all our knowledge and foundation ‘of
jull reafonmner ¢ the ps mciples, or fads,
being in {fcme
clearly known, lead us by the analosy
of nature to an acquaintance with theu
caules, effc@s, or corrclates. - Without
this eitablithed orde- of prim‘iples and.
thmgq the rational faculty o creatures
vould be an ignis fatuus, a light with-
out heaf, and which could afford nn
certain diretion.  All reafoning would
bz at an end ; or rather, woul-d in the
frft mfh«ue ke impetlible.  This order
of naturs in ccm‘f)rm‘ty to the divine
perfeéiions by which it has been adjalted,
both in its }*mc';lus and exiltence, is
excellent—what it ouah to be .—rmht
and beft,
Tha wh thefe are fenfes of the word
‘4""»'4\.11
a comous rmJ Wiét view of 4.0 . &

1

is intended, yet the fenle prmc:pall" i

Afignad in the Q.m‘y, is the exercile nf

man’s rational “powers, with the affiit-
ance of Drch fuformation and cvidznce
as ha pofi it el thin huna parti-
cular ftate.) inth &7 2Tt g “iaition,
By religion " viteaded tha: ..lth, for.
vies, and atorapart, which  proceed
havethe true God

o far

intances certainly and -

-
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for their objc&, and his glory for their
end ; being the religion God approve.—
This accordirgto our fentiments is the
chritian reliion @ fome of its piinciples
being pardy known by the light of na-
gure : -others orly by ipzcial revelation
frem Heaven ; and the whole, contaip-
ed and lel wyed, 1n the infpired ferip-
tures of theold and new Teitament.
Having dehned the principal terms,
we proce cedd to the folution ot the Query.
~Bug, firldl i may be nece flary to r)bicrve,
vt this inguiry becomes important, not
only &cww‘l),;wm 1ts m{uJimcr na-
ture; but particularly, on uccount Cof a
fuppoled contraricty, or oppelion, be-
tween rcafon and revealed religian, or
faith ; which fentiment 5oth the ene
mies and projcifed fri e of religio

Lave reprefented inone fom or other, :)y

their difcourfes, or condut . s true. The
former profcfing themlelves friends and
difciples of me, have aflirted on
every occalion, that unpmm it truths nd
dntvcs of relizion are tirationaly and to
oive the aflertion fupport torne of them
‘:;j:szwv Lud it down as an invariable maxim,
¢« That no propolition is t e admitted
as tiaz, but what reafon can fﬂ"ly com-
prehen L2 Of the Liaer o, fome
who have baen pmud to ¢l m'»m Teed
rationel chriffians, i thair fUeae of reu
foning,fetting up reafon as t. (i cntcn 2,
have e"pl(uucd away, or deniud, clear
and important dogtrines of reve lation,—
While others who have advocated the
gruth of thefe pervertad or cppofed doc-
trines, and appeared us zealous
friends of revelation i ¢ ral, have

Aimpartant {‘u.)J\,C:t :

contraded limits of time

ufed expreflions which indicated thag
they conlidered reafon as either unfriend-
ly to revelation ; or rendered ufclefs in
the contemplatxon of its moft fublime
tryths. [t s hoped from the due con-
fideratior of the fubje®, it will appear,
that if iv thefe things thc enemies of re-
ligion have greatlv its advocates have
alfo, mcgfu.ably erred.

Howeaver it may appear to be rikkiag a
propofition when advanced on a fubjat

{n delicate, and where fuch diverfity of

fentiment has prevailed ; yet we thall
not hefQitate in aﬂ'ertmg, that the pre-
vince of realon i religion, is to coun-
t“'nplate in their nature, .evidence, and
ule, all known truths contained in that
and to endeavor the
application and improvement of them to
the great purpofes of piety, benevolence,
and our own true and final happinefs.—
To enquire alfo after unknown truths,
whether difcoverable by the light of
natyre or revelation, which are capable
of being 1mpr0ved for the fame excel-
leat purpofes.
It is then a province wider than the
eartli, broader than the fea: It reaches
beyond the pclxre of the rcfp]endcnt fun,
and the flav ing comets’ long extended
march ¢ Itc.mnot he contamed in the
; but extends
to an unfearchable Ltermty pait, and tq
an endlafs duration yet to come !—But
(till it is a province, an allotment markeci
aut by divine {Hvereignty and unerring
wifdom, for the intelle@ual esxercife,
pofle{lion and enjoyment, of limited, dea
pendent intelligences : And can extend
' no
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no farther than (as we have before hint-
ed) to truths concerning which they are
informed, or furnifhed with the means
of information. Into the feerets of the
mott bigh, their reafon muit not prefume
to look nor mud it, In mcoml{lem
with ics charader, attempt to gralp
(except in their general nature and evi-
dence) fubjetts which are above the ca-
pacity of its poflztor. )

Reafcn in teligion, muft dfo a& withe
in the lunits of good uicial, and lau-
~dable intentions : in the light of trurh,

and under the influence of Lh {pirit and
grace of God. ldle fpeculation, vain
curioiity, and proud difpute, are there-
fore excludced.

Jn inquiries after truth, or attain-

ments of knowledge, it muit be conver-
fart with fubj:@s whichilie in the lounds
of certainty, or probability. The huit

of which afford pofitive knowledge, the
‘other matter ‘of opinion. Froni the
firit clafs, correfpondent certaintics may
in many inltances be inferred ; and from
the latter fimilar probabilities.

The evidence of truth lies alfo within
its prevince.  I'kis comorehends fen
fation, confcinufnefs, the agreement of

wational truths, fads, te@Rimony, infpi-
¥ation and miracles, Teltimeony being
Yelated to faith 'or belief ; we obierve on
that fubje&, that it not only, fr:quent-
1y gives full fatisfu®ion, and becoms the
medium of very important know!cdge,
‘even when the tellimony is huaman ; but
is alfo  highly 1.mona}, when the mmd
witholds, or gives its affeut, in exadt

S creaturves.

ing an end ;

‘and mercy ;

7 )

proportxon to thp‘meamng and cr euibn'lty
O! the tf‘"mv)ﬂy. _

- If this may be afferted of faith in hu-
man telimony; how much :worve, of
that whichis fonaded in divine ? 'n this
the {ubj=éts are the molt interéiting and
importent, and the te‘hmnn) cannot ba
erroneous 1 For God is tho waifs to_be
mitaken, and too gond to deceive his
Hu;ce revea ed tratlis, how.”
ever myllerious or wondaiful they are,
may be aflumed -as pr mc:pl..a of the
highell reafon, and pofitive certamty. —-
But the evidences of the revelativn come
firk under inquiry, and belonz to the ]
province of reaftn.—We pmrwd
| b‘.condlv, to the ufe of realon in re.
lizion.  This part of our fulje may
be confid ered in two points _of view:
Firft as reafon is 2 mean for accomplifh-
fecondly, as it is vightly
employed for fuch accompiiibment.

MAray important purpofes are anflwer«
ed by ity inits general dilign, as a mean,

Frit, it is 2 mear of bringing us to &

jult acquaintance with the wonderful

works of God, ‘vk&_pnht m. (.rcatmn,
providence, and grace. Of tracing
therein, the foot-lteeps of infinite power,
wifdom, rightecuinefs,* gnodnels, truth
and of leading us through
nature up to nature’s God, to behoid his
tranicendeir perfe®ion and glary ¢ to in-
fpirc us with that veneration, love &. ara-
tidude, which are due to him , thus mdx.-
pole & euable us to render him volantary
adoration & honor; & thus to & p]dy his
glory among his mmonal creaturcs.  Se.
condly, its naiivé tendency is to bring
miti
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faafh to an Acquaintuncs wieh himfalf g
&. in connexion wi th religion, to enlarge,

fefine, & every-way im x.=10vL the human
frul; by fitting it for the reception

ot rchigious trurhs, as dicovered, and
.- by giving them due weizht in the inten-
dered fieart. In the licht eof divine

truch, and under the influzace of | grace,
it gives ;1:1*1’10}‘5*}’ to the dictares of con-

feience ; dro Wwing argaments from the
divine . goodnd fs .:\.J fovercigniy, the

)

RSN

tighteaufnels and {urituality of God’s
Iaw, the greatnefs of a creature’s obli-
gations,
and'the terors of dlvzm anger.

It is equaly afltlant to repentance, fab o,
hope, love, putience .mi all the other
chritian graces; by enfore mg the truths
¢f revelation which furnith arguments
10 enforce, or motives to preducs their
exercife in the foul. It enables the min |
" to forma juit eltimate of its true fazereit
by comp iring.earth with hea cil, ime
with etern: ty and the flaluaring, un.
ftable, frothy pleatures of tenle and i
with the fnmuml fiblime and lailing
_joys of rehgmn and’'virtue : juys which
tpring from the prefeace of God, and
b) communications of his love How iuto
the foul.

The” force of that pungent quelliou :
“whatis a man prohited if he guin the
whole world and lofc his own foul 27 it
makes him feel: & from a clear conviction
ot bis guilt and depravity evidenced by
revelation, fadls and the feelings of the
heart; itinduces Lim highly to prize the
. gofpel, and that- redectner whofe love
and grace forn the puincipal fubje do N

the dcteftable nature of fin;

§

’
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vlm’l the gofpel treats. ~ |
Unider this head we may confider thc

happy mﬂumcc it has on_the appetites

and paions of men : btmgnw them un-
der due reitraint, and 1«.33u1.1 ing them by
by the rules .of wiikdom < comformabxy
to the fcri prm.zl Jdo&rine of {clf-denial ¢
by timuluting them, alis, to virtuous
action, in cafes of aptdhy and fupine-
nes.

Here, andin fu ;dry o:her cafes, itis
of nolels nnportance in the ufe and ap-
p!udt.on it makes of well known trithsy
which we are to apt too forget or negleét
than in its difcovery of thofe before un-
;:/n)\\ n. o

T lmdlv its ufe is great in afcertaining
the cvidence of revelation. This it does,
by fati-fring the mind refpeting what
is proper evi idence of it, in the reafon,
an.d nerure of things : and by enabling
us to Jud re concerning the genumenefs
of that which at any time lays claim to
ovr regard as fuch, and would coms
mand our faith. ilere, the authenticie
ty of hilory and of books faid to.be
infpired, faithfulnefs of- tranflations,
purity of principle, excellency of defign,
prophecy, miracles, and all, both inter.
mal and external, evidence of religion are
tried.

A fourth ufe refpe@s lm'*uaﬂe, and
confiils in ﬁmug thc fenfe and meaning.
of words, feutences, tropes, figures,
and arguments, which are ufed in faéved
h. oks, or cther wnitings and difcourfes,

‘Thele it teaches us rightly to under-
ﬂ ind,
Ligekly, it s of importance in matters’

of




Lo ]

- of pradened, Where paticulat commands
o not mark out the line of duty, of
fafety, or expedience: whete a general
.gomrmand, tuch as that, ¢« let all things
'%c.ldone decently and'in order,’’ governs;

- ‘or where a&ions are declared lawful,

but not required by precept. Here the
Afubjed, or circumftances, lying in the
bounds of probability or choice ; reafon
determines what isright, or beft.

Sixthly, it is of [lingiilar importance

4o the ferious friend.of truth, in the «[
filftance it affords him to efcape, with-
Randand répel, the influence ard attacks
of fuperitition, errcr, and delufion;
~.and of fupportn:g him with L.afitency,
firmnefs, and dignity, in his religious
Jprinciples; profullion, and conduét: It

alfo fits the man of virtde and religion, ”

whofe mind i$ highly improved by it,

for extenlive ulefulnefs among his fellow

creatures, . Thefe important purpofes
are accomplifhed by its difcovering to
him, on the one hand, the falthood and
fophiftry on which fchemes of errcr are
founded ; by leading him up to thier
L{gr,ing in the human mind, whether ori-
ginating in ignorance, or viciots incli-
nation : and, on the-other, by opening
fo his view the truth, harmony, and
bility of religious principles, do@trines,
bnd taéts, | o
. Bevently, it is of great advantage to
epious man, in tracing the connexion
between the principles of the divine go-
¥ernment and the events of providence ;
* b as to enable him to judge of the figns
y‘\hhe times, and the duties they impofe.
-ewife of the {cheme of grace, and

’
+

Qf‘the ell&s of grace onths foul: Of
the varicus parts, connexion, and agrees
ment of chrittian experienee ; by which
he is cuabled *~ form 2 juidedimare of
his true fdrs anl horadle=ditcover
and correct his defedls, fee his rizht to
the privileges and comforis of refigion,
and indulge the foul reviving exp:da-
tion of forure bleffodrefs,

I thort, withont the p
fon, which is effzntial t his beinz a re-
ligious creature, man could have no reli
gion; but mad rank with the brus
part of creation; and without reafon:
ing, or the exerciie of this futaity, it
could be of no ufz. | ’

The right manner of wufing odr
reafon in religion, comes next to bz con-
fidered. | |
~ In general, itis to be ufed with much
care, candor, ferioufne={s, and humilty,
and in humble depetidencgon the illumi-
nation of heavenly wifdom, and gra-
.ctous influeuce on the heart.

The contpa&ted (tate of our capaciiy,
imperfe®tion of our knawledge, the
the magnitude and fublimity of meay
fubje@s we have to contemplute, the
intricacy, delicate nature, and exqti-
fite cornexion of others, require tmg
manner of ufing #; but efpeciully as the’
fubjedts referred to relpect the honor of
God, nur obligations to him, and our
everlalting "hopes. But; perhaps, the -
Rrongeit reafon of all, is the derange-
ment; or perverlion, our reafoning pows-
ers have fuffered by human depravity <
From the influeace of a Rrong propenfi-
ty in our nature to evil, by whichthe
- appetices

]

ower of reo.
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afpet! tes and ; cafficrs, warp and darken
the uncerftanding, ncline us te alume
trong premifes in reafoning, and to
draw unjull conclufions from  right ;
~and this in favor of our carnal inclina-
tions, ar? foppefed, but miftaken, in-
terefs. This article proves the direction
concefning gracious influence and divine
lumination to be indifpenfably neceflary
A few particular diredtions follow.
Tu A, be careftl to ind out & combat,
onati occafions, theiprings or caufes of
error ; b'ut_cf'{cu.x,i} mm fubjeds cilen-
“tial to rckiginin. Thefe, in general, are
ierorznce, prejudices, perverfe patlions,
AelRin intereiis, and
‘thinking and judging.
 Second,
éor to h fmm.mon, fiom whatever quat-
‘ter it mav be r<ceived, when fupported
by the evidence of truth:and muke
Lie of every mean i your poter to gain
the knowledze of efiential truths ; c‘pe-

“cially of revelation, when yeu havc game. -

ed mt\mm‘ le;d&wn that what vou
tuke to be revelation is ‘uzh, Onjddgu
ing cencerning the reulity of revelation,
:bu' ow peculiar care. Do not let fuper-
Bitious traditions aflume 1he 1t!mu'v
of fadts in your mr’«rmpl f, TOF vet the

e=~mion of ‘he multiiede 3 on the other
h:and, let net the failies of wit, the
{coffs of infidels and icepticks, nor the
difiicelties which arile fromh circuinltan-
'tml p‘uts of ., evidenee, pals with yen
sefive arg ..nents againft revela-
t e, 'md pnv'*nt you from candidly
wety baﬂr and cordially embracing 1he

float avd in. portant prts of evidence.

D S

wrong habits in .

cpen the mind with can-

’
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While you guard againf fuperﬂntnon,
take care that you do not rejet the evie
dence (God himfelf has fumtﬂ:ed in the
caufe of truth. - !

Third, labor *o get a jul acquaintance
with firlt principles, and leading truths,
both in reafon and rcligion, and - partl-

cularly m all fubjeds of argumcntatmn
you enter upon.  Let them be well di-
gaﬂed in'your mind, and let your infer-
rences drawn {rom them be fair, ratiori-
al & conclufive : fuch as you can anfwer
for with fatisfu&ion before the bar of
unerring wif{dom and juftice.

Fourth, propofe fome worthy and im.
poitantend to yourfelf in all your ration-
al inquiries.  So that you may a& up to
the digriity of your nature : as a ratig.
nal creatuie, concerned for your own
tiue happinefs ; for the honor of God,
as his fervant ; and for the welfare of
raanking, as a friend and brother of the
great kuman family. - et

Fifth, confider the extent of your
capacity ; and do not wafte your ratios

nal [trength on fubje&ts where an angel’s.
powers mvrht fail. Be more careful
to improve “well known truths, than to
gratify a prying cariofity ; in the indul-’
gence of which you might travel over an
extenhve ficld and zain nothing, or enly
triflzs : a few vanegated leaves or paints
ed flowers. Yet when led to the con-
teriplation of great obje@s, from wors
thy motives, on a proper accafion, with
an important end in view, and with
means of .information in your hand ; let
your application and perfeveranee be in
juit proportiun, to the means and ends

A pproach
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Approac: the'profound ms eries of hea-
ven with reverence, and put off, as it
‘were, your fhoes, while you ftand on
holy ground. |
~ Sixth, when prefented in revelation,
with fome fublimé myery, or fupendous
fubje®, which the human mind cannot

aralp ; look carefully into the terms, or

expreflions which declare it, that you
may difcern what is daclared ; view the
evidence and authority of the revelation,
and turn vour eyes to the myfleries of
nature which are within gnd all arouand
you. Here reft: your rgalon has then
performed its office. ]

Laflly, conlider your weaknefs, and

ligbility to err from a variety of caufes,

and pray earneftly to God, to grant you
divine illuminaticn for dire&ion of your
inquiries after truth ; and to give you
firmnefs, conliltency and perfeverance
in adherence to it swhen known.

Being defirous” of fupporting every

truth, and fyftem of truth, on proper
evidence, we add i confirmation of the

foregoing fentiments : that the infpired

fcripturcs fhew the impertance and ne-
ceflity of reafon in religicn, and aflign
it fuch a province and ufe as we have
dsfcribed. The eternil laws of heaven
in the conftitution and order of nature
are there referred to og manifold occa-
fions. The works of God, are repre-
fented as inconteflable vouchers for his
being and perfections. Man is ctalled
upon, times without number, to exer-
cife his rational powers on the great fub.
je&@s of religion in all their 'diverfifica-
tions : nay Jehovah invites him to come

S AR e e e i o o S—in L . o vt — -
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“and reafon with himfelf : ¢ Come arnd
ict us reafon together, fuith the Lord!?
There, in manifold inltances,. appeals
are made to the fenfts of men, as -
ground cf reafoning, —con.cerning reli-
~gicus traths ; not only with refpet to
the common ordsr of ndture, buf in
cafes of estracrdinary providences,
miracles, and the events of prophecy. |
Teflimony is givem backed by evidence.
Exhortations, commaads, promifes, in-
vitations and tureatnings, are enforced
by arguments, taken from the perfec-
tiops and goverment of the deity ; frem |
the obligations of creatures ; or the ef- |
fential intevefts of men. A chain of |
argumentation, runs thipuyh the whole |
fcheme of chriftian dodrines,. and. {oh-
...... rial reafogs are given - therein for .
their fupport. To- inftance in that
diftinguithed o&rine of the new tefta. .
ment, regenecration : It muil be obferv- .
ed that its neccflity is urged from ‘the -
contrariecty which exifls between the |
fleth and {pirit, * That which is born -
of the fleth, is flefh, and that which isborg |
of the {pirit, is {pirit : marvei-not that
I faid unto you, ye muit be born agnin.”’ |
For the incarnation, obedience, and fufs
-ferrings of the {on of God; man’s de-
pravity and guilt, God’s -ftri& juftice,
on the one hand, and his defign of fhew.
ing mercy, in a mamics connont with
his glorious perfc&tians” and rigizteons
government, on the other, are afligned
as reafons. _ |
In a matter of prudence and ‘conve.
nience, the apoftles fay : ¢ It is not reafon
that we {{ould leave the word of God,
and

flanrial
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- heaven-as iu m earth s
fiom inv: lllue and mteﬂec- :
nal, as udl as from vifible aid corpo--

barrafs,

~;u‘d ferye tables.?

T rounhout this fcn-‘ ural argumen-
taiion, arguments ure taken a8 v_':ll from
from eternity a
fu n; e

rc.xl clie@s \K e are there t.wf*ht t0 ex-

erdife cur reia, in that bumo e depen-

d(fice on the {pirit and grace of God,
v hich bas been rep refented @ and, which
is more, taugit 1o hope and exped fuch
ali:fiance. | -
Welicn'd vow dJofe thic fubje®, were
it not neceilaty to take a thort vicw of
el gof.m ns. we Tave neticed as er-
ICDLCUS, CT ten dmg to miflead.

ci niru&@edfenft in ®hich the word reafon

has lccnhwuemlv-td\m, betly Ly the

ﬁ‘unus and- encmiies of relipion, has
been a prircipal caufe of the w reeg. un-
fatisfying, and perplexing prepolitions
they h.u'e advanced cn the fubj & A
diflike of truth, rvc’e, and 4 defire to em-
on the cn tihe one hahd ; and a
f-21 te cencede tGo much on the other,
lmm been additicnal rrafens.

lsecxemhofmmn twlfcx ty
zfiitted only by theligbt of natnre {an
u‘.x‘zﬁ‘quent‘-" in its depraved li.(t(..) or

e, adoviled fehare of logick, have
been in th elc cafes often intun ‘u* v lien
reafon m Lhe Lighefl fenfe of the md
ﬂwu:d Live bccn underitood, amd
}ea\fd to. - But thefe {enfes c\moxt a
VETy p«ntml and mutiluted vicw bi the
iuh; ‘\ .

Lo enen ies if religien were right,

A sk

v ben they ai“iqled, that reii; gion fh( uld

And
~here, it may be firik obferved, that the

d.

3

accord with reafon ;
timent ; but they were extremely wrong
in the contra&ed erroneous fenfe they
afized to the word;
when thiey meant thereby to exclude the
authority and influence of revelagion ;
and when they proceeded to reafon by
fophifticated arguments, under the in.
flience of bafe paffions and felfith in-
terefls, with a fond conceit that they
were }*(‘ﬂ'cﬂ'cd of the dspths of wifdom,
when mn fad mcy were wrong in funda.
raental principies.

‘The argument, or maxim, that waq
fhould beiieve nothing but what ve tan
underftand,” at firt view, is plauofible 3
and as it applies to the general nature

of a {fubje&, or the affirmative meanmg |

of a propofiticn, may be true: But
when ap :plied to “the extent of a na-
ture and 1ts masher of being, in certain
cafes ; or to the reafon why particular
fubjeds are as aflerted to be, in others ;
thie maxim proves falfe and pernicious,

Thus, when itis afferted that there exilts .

a God, of infinite perfc&non, felf exift
tent, aud eternal 3 th
the fubject may be undCYROOL, likewile

the affirmative fenfe of the pmpo(mon '
and a variety of evidence fouiplres to
proye this truth to our as'nds.  Withe
out thefe, or fome of thefe, our affent
wetld not nc raticnal, it is zcknow]edgec’,,
but with uu. m it is {o, though the fub.
jc&t exceels our comprehentivn,  1f
tlu.refore # thould be afferted, that be.

caule we cannot comprehend infinitude,
or underfiand bow a being can have exif

- tgnce

and that the latter
fhould be ufed for the trialof religiousfen-

and in its ufe,

e general nature of
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(e:*.ce OF lnmfdf unraufed .md exift
‘without be:mmg or end, we fhouid not

affent to the foregoing prapafition.; Vthis -
affertion would be fm}y, mddncts, and.

impiety, in the extrené.

‘Sooner might we hepe io mJuJe 3
numerous holl in a fmall palows _otake |

up the ocean in a cup, or plice the fun
in a laptern, than to comprehend by a
‘finite mind - (and efpacially one fo limit-
ed as mun’s) an inhnite fulj=@.  Rea-
fon, as well as revelation, teaches us ‘that
fuch fubj\.&c do exiit.; and obfervation,
as well as redﬁ)n, proves, there are my-
fteries all around us, and within us, in
the conftitution both of body and mmd,
" of which we have the moit certain evi-
-dence ; which, thouvh not infiiite, weé
cannot ful 1y underftmd
deny cur aflent to propofitions fated by
anetring wifdom, and-afferted by divine
veracity, becayfe we cannot comprehiend
the ﬁlbj:&s of which they treat’; and.
yet cliim the honor of alting rationally
- If propofitions, fuch s we cnul’d
fully underidand, were,. on fome fub-
jets, advanced ; they conld not bz gue :
becaufe incongruous with the nature of
thofe fubje@s, and the capacity of man.
Religion the :n, yea the chriftian religion
. has z..a['un onits ide. Its province ¢1nd
afe, inrefpe@ of thefe fuhje&s, we have
buu\" defc ibdd. -
" T'he cisje Sions chnﬁmne have raifed
gmaﬁ xea!on, when ‘contending with
infidels and oppofers of religion, (hould
have been dire@ed againft their falfe prin-
ciples and modes of uafnmug ; againlt
.the cunfined, crroncous fenic in uhlch

in the third ftep

-Shall we then
-~ regfon g

r3 1

" they ufed.the-word; & that fupremacy to

which they weuid have advanced their
own idolifed seaf@n.n«r poawers in reliyion,
to the exclufictt of our truft in e Vela~
tion and divine influtnces not- zwmnﬂ;
reafon wtielf pmperly confidered. / |
"That juaicicus maxim which Tz as ob-
“taifed among the rational advoc ites for
cmnuam'v “* "I'ruths of religion muy be
.above rcafon; not conirary tout ”  res
quires, we congeive, to.be a l:tde more
clearly and fullv ftated.’
can be above reﬁon, in the fenfe {tated

of many is cbvious and indifputable. —
Fo remove ambiguity, it would fesmn
better to fay ; They are not contrary; to
but abov man’s reafdhmg ca-
pacity. |

We hall conclude this fubje& with
oygr earncht prayer that you may be
ﬂnbled by the iiluciice of the {pirit and
gra<e of Gad, to make a right ufe of
your rational powers in religion, as to

obtam 30 emdwed acquamtance vmh-

its molt {ubiime and interefling truths
be firmly eitablifhed in'your belicf of
them, and feel thieir vital eﬂicacy oil
your héarts: That you mdy fupport
your chiflian profeffion, and the fucréd
saufe of our divine Lord and Malter with
be"ommg confiftency,. firmnefs and dig"

«

No fulje&ty

of the dithnition given-
~above ; in rdpe& of man’s ratxonal fat
cu}ty and reafoning, the tranfeendency

nity :- And thus, always aboundmg in

the workof Jie Lord, may you be pre-
}urcd for, and finally admited to' his
1cavenly xuwdom and 3lory ‘We re-

1”1;1111, D 1
early

4
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Decarly Beloved Brethren,

Your’s affeCtionateiy in Gofpel Bonds,

RICHARD FURMAN, M.derater
JOSEPh B. CQOK, Clerk,

it




L 15 ]
STATE or Tur CHURCHES.

"The Minifters names are in capitals ; Licenced preachers in italics ; from churches ditinguithed with:
an afteritk (*) we had no letters, their number ftands as they did the laft year; Paftors and dele-

gates to whofe names au obclifk (+) is affixed, wete abfent; a dafh (

-) denotes a vacancy.
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NEERIES | 3
. e . T R B
CHURCEES, Mivisrers AxD DreLEGATES. | .
Charlciton, RICHARD FURMAN, Fofiph B. Cosk, |15 14 268
Eubaw, HENRY HOILCOMBE, George Moile,| § | 4 136
Welch Neck,* " DAVID LILLY ¢ bl 130
Mount-Pleafant,* . EVAN PUGH,t - { 38
Coofawhztchie, \iff:“)’ll:l TISON, James Smart; Ifham R "
Pipe Creek, , William Cauley. | 26
Ebhenez:r.* DAVID COOPLR,* f 63
High Hills of Santee, Foln M. Roberts, Ij 1 3
I.ynch’s Creek,* —— - It
Cheraw Hill* - JOSHUA LEWIS # l 87
Beaaty Spot,* -— . - 78
Bethel, Black River,* SOLONMON THOMPSON , 83
Black Swamp, ALEXANDER SCOTT.Jeicph Lawton, 3 x5
Edifto,* NATHANIEL WALELR,# f 122
Little Salt-Catcher,* — . { 96
Upper F. Lynch’s Creek,* WILLIAM DENMAN$ 101
Swift Creek,” LEWIS COLLINS ¢t 59
Lower F. Lynch’s Creck,* SAMUEL LONDS#+ 68
Rockey River,* S 134
Anfon County, N. C, CHARLES COOK, Richard Ford, 44
e Kcllis Halford, Stephen Robetts, .
Gl‘C.’.‘.t Salt-CatJul, Richard Cl‘f.‘(?(‘h, P 1] 4 1 2.7
Dcep Creele * FRAME WOODS#$ cg
Little Peedec,® s 26
Enon,* : , | 16
Georgetown,* EDMOND BOTSFORD,} 38
Gapway,* DAVID OWIN,} ’ 28
Beehe f JAMES SWEAI, John Parkinfon, &o. _
cthefda, UsSwicord : !
, Swicord, x| t 3 2 4o
Lme's Creck, JOHN CATO, William Shepherd, 2.4
Congaree. — ~, John Morrow, ‘Lhomas. Jack{on, 3
Lower 'I'hree Runs, -, ] Gi:idin, Tho. Mathis Jos. Hai ley,j 14
Increafe this year 62. 1
&2 Rev. Nathanicl Walker’s long illvefs, of which he died about the time
of the « Tociation's fitting, Yasoperated as a reafon for retaining the Edifto | !
church on the It ot «Furches in union, v hepe that illnefswas the true caufe —|—|— |— — s
of theiv netuttening, and that they will awtend oo this duty in future, 23) 2131 7.32 2057




