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MINUTES

OF 1THE
CHARLESTON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,
Met at the Congarece, November 2d, 1799.

1t THE two firft days were employed in the ufual attendance on
public ordinances : two fermons being delivered on Saturday, and
three on the Sabbath ; after which the Lord’s Supper was adminiftered.
2d. On Monday, the 4th initant, the aflociation fermon was deliv-
ered by the Rev. James Swear, from I Kings, xviii, 21: ¢ If the
Lord be God, follow bim; butif Buwi, then follow bim.”
3d. Letters from fixteen churches were read, and the names of

their delegates enrolled.
4th. Rev. Richard Furman was chofen moderator, and Mr. Jofeph

B. Cook, clerk. :

5th. Letters and minutes were received from the Philadelphia and
Warren affociations; alio from the Gzorgia and Bethel affociations, by
their meflengers, Rev. Charles Builey, and Rev. James Fowler. Let-
ters and 1minutes likewife were received from the Neufe affociation,
N. C.; and a packet of minutes of various aflociations at the North-
ward, tranfmitted by the Rev. Mr. Brame., =~

6th. Rev. Meflrs. Evan Jones, Jefle Mercer, and Edward Pigg,
being prefent, and not meflengers, were invited to a feat with us.

7th. Appointed Mr. Furman to write to the Philadelphia and War.
ren aflociations; Mr. Sweat to the Bethel; Mr. Fowler to the Neufe ;
M. Roberts to the Hephzibah; and Mr. J. B. Cook to the Georgia
afioc. 1on. '

8th. Rev. Mr. Holcombe, who was appointed at our laft affociation,
to write our circular letter,failing to fend it forward, the moderator
1s requefted to prepare one on the following fubje&, viz What are
the probable caufes of the prefeat languifhing ftate of religion among
us in thele fouthern ftates? Mr. Holcombe is requefted to bring his .
letter forward for the next year. | '
. 9th. A petition was received, by their meflengers, Rev. James
Coleman and Mr. Charles Williams, from a church on Black Creek,
formerly a part of Mount Pleafant church, and lately conttituted by
Rev. Meffrs. Duvid Cooper and Samuel Bonds.  Satisfaction refpect-
ing their faith and order being obtained, tney were admitted.

1oth. Received aletter from Rev. Ralph Jones, near Winnfborough,
fignifying, that he confiders himfelf and the people to whom he min-
ifters, members of the church at the Congaree, and that they appro-
ved of faid church’s joiniag the affociation. ’

11th. The committee appointed laft year to inveftigate the cax;_fcs

o
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of ar unhappy diviion in the church at Pethel, Black River, report-
ed favorably refpeéting the body of the church.

A 1ction was made to take into confideration fome things which
were faid to have efcaped the notice of the committee, and others
wiiich had taken place fince in the tranfactions of faid charch, which
were reprefented to be of importance in the controverfy which had
exifted among them, and to affedt the peace and henor of the union.
But on a propolil by another member, o leave enquiries of this kind
to perfons who might feel themfelves concerned on the fubjedl, and
would ufe their private ¢ndeavors with the church to reftore perfett
harmony, the aut! or of the motion withdrew it, and the affociation
concurred in the propofed mexfure.

12th, Agreeablc to requelt, took into confideration the ftate of
the church at the Congaree, and appointed the following brethren to
vifitand preach to them occafionally, and to affift them in regulating
their church affairs, viz. John M. Roberts, Lewis Collins, Johnr Cato,
Solomen Thomfen, and Ldward Pigg.

13th. The church at Rocky River having failed for a length of
time to fupport their reprefentation in the affociation, the following
brethren, Charles Cook, John Catc, and Frame Woods, were ap-
poirted to vifit them, and to enquire into their ftate and condud.

14th. Read and approved the letters appointed to be written to cor-
refponding affociations; alfo thecircular letter to the churches.

15th. Agreed to c0mp1v with the requeft of the Georgia affocia-
tion, to unite witi: them in {ciemn humiliation, and prayer for arevi-

-2l of religion, cn the Tuetday after the fourth Sabbath in June next.

16th. Appointed Rev. Mcilrs. Sweat and Coliins meflengers to the
Bethel affociation; Roberts and J. Cook to the Hephzibih and
Georgia afloziations.

17th. Agreed that our next meeting be at the Deep Creek church,
the Saturday before the firft Sundar in November, 18co.

18th. Appomni=d Rav. Johin M. Roberts to preach the fermon intro-
duory to butinefs, and in cate of failure, Mr. J. B. Cock.

1gth. Colle€ted the moncy for printing the minutes; and requefted
Mr. Firman touperintend their printing and dittribution.

20!‘1 Agreed tocontinue the quurterly meeting in evc-ry church,
for exirzerdinary praver, for the revival of rt.'h"rlon and the fpread
of tue gcfpcl : viz. the firft ‘Tueflay in Januar), April, July, and
October.

Corcluded with exhertation and prayer by the moderator.

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEEL.
P-cceeded to the eleétien of odicers. Rev. Richard Furman wus
re-cle “tu prefidens, ... 1aomas Screven treafurer, and Mr. Tho-
rus River. an afiftant; cle@ted Mr. Henry B. Ingletby afit.at, and

Pev. Joan M. Reberts fecretary,
The
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The following churches have contritutel to the fund tais year, viz,
Charleftoh, 44i.; Mr. Cook, for the Kuhaw, 2i.; tiigh Hills of San-
tee, 5l. 7s.; Welch Neck, 1L 3s. 4d.; Mr. Thomion, for the
Becoel, 45.'8d.; and Mr. Cato, for the Lanes Creek, 2s. 4d. Ex-

enditure this year 4l. 11s. 4d. Remairs, belonging to the fund,
164]. 1gs. 7d. Members of the committee preient at this meeting,
Richard Furman, John M. Roberts, Jofeph L. Look Solomon Thome
fon, John Cato, hvandcr M Iver, , :

STATE OF THE CHURCHES.

The Minflers’ nines av e in cap itals; Licerjed U'reaclers in l1alicsy Chur-
ches aiflinguifbed an.iiz an wiloo gk ) we Lad iie account frem, their
numbers fland a3 they did lajp 5240 3 Pojiurs aid M fengers, te "wy
nmes R aé:/u'é (+) is afficed, were ai/m is ada( ) «e-
79ie5 & VACHICY,

KIS
Al S SIS 3 3
Churches. Mefouge~s. B § _%: S

Charlegton, RicHARD ruRMAN, | 9| 3.1, & 51 270
Euhaw, e, Jofeph B, Cuzk, | 7 1 142
Welch Neck, John David,

Evander M¢lver, o~ i’y o} 131
Mount Pleafant, Evan Pucn,t S I . .38
Coofawhatchie, Aazon Tison,t Mofe. | .

Spivey, Arthur Roberts, I 2 1l 52
Pipe Creek,* —_— 46
Ebenezzsr,» —_— 03
High Hills Santee, Joux M. RoserTs, !

Amos Dubofe, 1 H 92
Lynch’s Creek,* : 11
Cheraw hill, Josnua Lewis,t b 1 1) 2y 3] 89
Beauty Spot,# ’ 2
Bethel, bik. River, SoLoxon Tuomresox, l

Bellington Taylor, i ] 400 21l 77
Black Swamp,*  AvLexanxpER ScorT,t | f . 55
Little Saltcatcher,® e—0mnA—— ' ! 3 90
Upper F. Lynch’s Wi, Dexman § Charlzy b

Creek, Ingram, James Rich, | 3l O osi1 1! 103

Swift Creek, Lewis Corvins, Z7a-f | i v

mas Ellicir, 5001 ()i 2" 1 30 53
L.F.Lynch’s Crk.e ———— R I
Rocky River,* —— ’ | P 14
Anfoncounty. n.c.Crarves Cook, Abra-’ Foyd |

ham Ruhing, el gz :} 49

Az ' Grear
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. § &
MEHIN
SRR

o Churckes. M fengers. SANIANE
Greai daltcatcner, » William Carr, . 2 ) 26
Deep Creek, Frame Woobs,t

George Buliard, 1 X 5%
Little Peedee,* — 26
Enon,* S 16
Georgetown, ® Epmunp Borsrorb,t 34
Gap Way,* Davip Owen,t 28
Bethefda, James Sweat, Michael

Swicard, il 39
Lane’s Creek, Jour Caro, 2 1 2 24
Congaree, » Thomas Jack- '

fon, John Morrow, 22 54
Lower Three Runs, ——, Thomas Mathews, 14
Black Creek, James CoLEMAN, | .

Charles Williams, | 22

Total, 41140 24{15] 7,24[1982

By exclufion of the church at Edifto, the decreafe of numbers this
year is 95 ; otherwife there would have been an increafe of 47.

Tue
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Tse CIRCULAR LETTER,

The Charlefon Affociation of Baptift Churches, met at the Congaree, the
22d of November, 1799, and coutinued to the §th of the jusd month,

20 the Churches they reprejent, wifl grace, mercy, and peace.
BeLovEp BRETHREK,

AMID the pleafures of ocur annual interview we fecl regret, that
it is not in our power to addrefs you on the interefting fubjett propo-
fed at our laft meeting : Our worthy Brother who was to have prepa-
red the letter having failed to furnith us with 1.

In an addrefs too0 haflily drawn up, confidering the importance of
the themre. we now prefert to your view the probable cauies of the
languifhing ftate of religion in the fouthern parts of thefe United
States—happily in many parts of the northern we behold, in plea-
fing contraft, a different ftate of things, exciting our emulation and
encouraging our hope.

The infinite wifdom and righteoufnefs infeparabiy conneted with
the divine government, afford us juft reafon to conclude that it pro-
ceeds on eftablifhed principles or laws, which remain invariably the
fame through all the periods of time : And confequently, that whatever
has been declared in the infpired fcriptures to be the caufe of divine
difpleafure againft 2 perfon or people, or the reafon for withholding
bleflings from them in former ages, will apply to thefe who are in
fimilar circumftances now. In the application of this truth to the
fubje& before us, affifted by the light of revelation and the evidence
of exifting faéts, we muft infer, that the caufes of our {orrow are to be
fcund, partly in the charches themfelves; and pastlyamong the people
who are connefted with them in the enjoyment of gofpel privileges,

Sin or tranfgreffion againft God, 1s, no doubt, the géneral caufe,
the odious reafon of all our unhappinefs; and confequently is fo in
this cafe. Not the fin of infirmity, for which the fincere chriftian is
daily humbled before God, and which his merciful, heavenly Father,
readily forgives ; but fin in fome form or other indulged and perfifted
in. Under this chara&ter,asmore likely totake place amonga profeffing
people than grofsimmoralities, the following thingsareincluded--with-
holding from God his due—breach of covenant—undervaluing of privi-
leges and mercies—difregard of judgments—negle& of the means of
grace—formality—carnal fecurity—love of the world—conformity to
its {pirit and finful manners : Pride, felfithnefs, vain confidence in ous-
felves, and unbelief. To which may be added, a departure from the
pure doétrines of the gofpel in fentiment ; or from ordinances and
difcipline in pratice: Divifions. jealoufies, and contention among
individuals, or churches. By thefe the holy fpirit is.grieved, and our
Redeemer wounded in the houfe of his friends. ‘To prove that thefe

are procuring caufes of divine difpleafure, or that any cne of them, as
. _ ;
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a prevailing evil may be {ufficiznt to obftruét the communization ef
- bieffings from God to our fouls, is not neceflary to the man who f{e-
rioufly reads the fcriptures, The humbling tiuth is there written as
with a fun-beam, and he who runs may read. But too ofien is 1t
fouad, that while we atfent 10 principles of truth on a general fcale,
we fail to make particular and {uitable application of them to cur-
fe ves, fo that we do not feel tieir force—neither receiving the con-
viflion, nor experiencing the reformation they are calculated to pio-
duce.

We Lave greatreafon to think that many, if not all thefe evile are
in a lefs or greater degree chargeable on us. To difcourfe on thein at
large would require tie compafs of a volume: Our limits wi'l oniy
admit a very fhort difcuflion; yet we defire [o to confider the fLbjet
as to bring it home to the heart and confcience.— Witnout attending
firictly o the order in which we have noticed thofe evils, or aitemyi-
ing a miruts confideration of them all, let us afk :—Is it nct evident
Goad’s due 15 kept back from him 1n manifold intanges, both by min-
ifters and peopic; either by witaholding it altogether, cr by reader-
ing fuch a murilated, partial offering, or e ce, that we beccrie lia-
ble 1o the curfe pronounced by the prophet Malachi, on the man who
hzd a male in his fleck, yet vowed and facrificed to the Lord a cor-
supt thing > The cafe will apply to the required confecietation of our
mental powers, gifts, and perfonal fervices to God ; fo ftriftly enjoin-
¢d in the fcriptures, and effential to religion. Alfo to the grateful
furrender of a fuitable portion of our property, for the fupport of his
gofpel, and promotion of valuable, benevolent, and charitable e
poies.  When thefe are left undone, or performed ina partial, indli-
ferent, or niggardly manner, or with oftentatious views to exal: our-
felves; do we not rob God ?

Are not minifters chargeable with this fin, when they do no:
ufe every fuitable mean in their power to improve the gift which s
in them, for the fervice of God in his fanftuary : even when by negled
they fail acquiring juft knowledge of dotrines, men, and things; und
do not ftudy the moft {erious and fuitable addrefles to the hearts and
confciences of their heareis, to bring them to Chrift and falvation !—
When they do not exert themfelves, according to their beft wbility,
in preachinyg at all proper feafons, and with a fingle eve to the glory
of Ged—v hea they neglet private labors, vifiting, coaverfation cn
religion. and catechifing ameng the people of their charge—and when
they abandun the common interefts of religion, by abfenting them-
felves from the general meetings of the churches, held by them to pro-
mote acquaintance, union, harmony, and love >—Alas! what neglet
in thefe things do we behold f—And how often, is it 10 be feared,
do the public difcourfes which are, profeflelly, delivered in thejcaufs
ef God and rcligion, amount to no more in fa&, than a difplay of the

preacher’s
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preacher’s abilities, or an attempt to difplzy them ! in which, thouph
the gofpel do&trines are advanced, and urged with apparent zeal; yet
in refpect of the motive, he chiefly preaches ii:mfelf, not jetus Chritt
the Lord, and does homage to the idol of his heart.  ‘This is to keep
irom God his due, to rob him of his glory, and offer a daring affront
tc his heavenly Majefty.  On account of fuch thiags, the labors of
iaifters are no: bleft, “either to the converfion of finners, or edifica-
tion of faints; and the gifts of fome are blufted.

In churches, how oftcn do we behold apparent want of gratitude,
geucrofity, and noblenefs of fpirit; and the fpecial interefts of Chrift
difregarded! How many dovothing, or comparatively nothing, toward
the fupvo:t of the goipei, even of tneir own minifters; tho’ they muft
know Chrift has appointed ¢« That thofe who preach the go(pel fhall
liveof the gofpel?”” And as they are fodeficient in thiscafe, *ris 1.0 won-
der thev can content themfelves in a total ncglect of the poor, and of
fuch benevoient inflitutions as are formed on an extended plan of ufe-
"u nefs :—That fuch a neglect does exift among us, refpecting an in-
fites n intimately conneéted with the beft intereits of the churches and
cf re.igion, is too glaringly evident to be denied.—Let us afk : Is this
hororing God with the beft of our fubftance and fervices? If the mun
who neglects to provide according to his ability, for the fupport of
needy relauv <s, has, in the judgment of an infpired apottle, deni~d
the faith and is worie than an infid~l ; what fhall we fay of thofe who
are thus negietful of the church and caufe of God (~2Shall thefc evils
exift, indulged, among a profeffing pnop‘e whoic obligations exceed
all that an a:-7el can conceive, or everlafting returns of gratitude
difcharge, ar.. yet not be marked with tokens of divine diipleafuic on
the authors of them, by him who has made himfelf known as 2 holy
God, jealous of his honor ?—Certainiv not! With penetential hearts
we muait reform thefe evils, and bring to our God what has been kept
bick by fraud ; then, may we hope, < He will open the windows of
kezven and pour out 2 blefling, for the reception of which there will
not be room fuflicient.”

in a ftate of lukewarmnels and backfliding, the holy vows made in
i zzaim, atthe Lord’s table, or on other foicmn occafions, are in a
great rorlefs degreebroken. In thefc we engageto becomethe obedi-
cat, farhiful fubjectsof Jehovah’s kingdom; todie to iin, and live to him
wio died for us.—Does the man who becomes a ftranger to daily felf
deniil, who negle@s a watchful care over Lis heart, fccret prayer, and
devout meditation, do this? Is he faithful to his engagements, who

c2n indulge a vicious fancy; in which the lmagzes of iniquity are
formed and fuffered to abide—! e who ruas carucfsly or kuowingly
Wuto the way of temptation ; who makes lictle or no confeicnce of
imrro"imr his time, op portumfu s, or taleats; who knomngl\ r.e-

glacts important dutiss; giving way to every trifling objedtion, or
cxcufe,
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excufe, his carelefs, flothful heart can ungratefully fuggeft—who
Jofes his inclination to do good in proportion as he is furnifhed by «
kind Providence with the means of doing it—who, in the enjoyment
ot manifold bleffings, has his chief concera in plcaﬁng and indulging
himfelf in rifing to eminence in the world, and gaining the friendthip
of the fathionable, the honorable, and the great—is he faithful to his
vows, and faithful to his God ?~—~Or rather, muft he not be charged
withan impious and fhameful breach of covenant engagements : With
affronting the majefty of heaven, and grieving his holy fpirit ?

Is not our undervahiing gofpel privileges and mercies evident in
manifold inftances, by the indifference and negle&t manifefted toward
public ordinances ? “I'he man who will go miles through a {fummer’s
fup, the winter's cold, or the falling rain, to fecure a little worldly
gain, or to obtain his pleafures ; yet, when attendance at the houie
of God is the obje, finds infurmmountable cbftacles in the way,
where {fmaller inconveniencies interpofe. In towns and cities there
are member; of churches, as well as hearers, who cannot, as they al-
ledge, attend evening worfhip, and other extraordinary fervices in
the churches, becaufe of intervening difficulties ; who yet can fre-
quently employ the very famie, or more inconvenient hours, in vifits
or attendance on idle diverfions.—Such a ftate of things calls for deep
humiliation ; apprehenfions of diviae difplealure fhould be entertained,
and the interpofition of mercy earneftly fought —But let appoint-
ments for humiliation ‘and extraordinzry prayer be made—many
churches pafs themn over urnoticed ; and where they are attended,
they prove facred to the few : 'The majority are too bufy, or too
happy to attend.

Private prayer, we have reafon to believe, is awfully negle@ed,
and the fpirit of italmolt loit. Who delights in it, as a blefled mean
-of converie with the Deity ? Who maintains kis ftated hours for the
holy exercife, and carries the fpirit of 1t with him, while employed
in the common avocations of life; or knows what it is, experiment-
zlly, and feelingly, toplead the promifcs; and waitwithearneft expedta-
tion and humble hope for their accomplifhment ?---Does not formality
evidentiy attend the devotions of the prefentday, both inthe church and
family : eveninthe few familieswhere publicdevotionsareupheld ? Alas!
Where s that holy fervor, that fweet fimplicity, that ardent defire and
heavenly mindednefs, which once diltinguithed chriftians, as the {pi-
ritual worfbippers of « holy and good God ?---But, as has been hinted,
family prayer is greatly ncglefled alfo.  With.many very liude in-
firetion, of 2 religious nature, is given to children and fervants ;
and if the Sabbath is not profaned, as it is by others, in making it a
aay of bufinefs or carnal pleafures ; yet it is very little improved for
thz noble purpoics of its inftitutipn.  Serious converfation on the all

amportant
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hportant fubje&ts of religion, has near‘ y fle1 with the fpiritof devoe
tion: polite truling, jeitinz, ccaiorious oblervations, coaverfd-ion
on politics, and on tae mzans of wealth and plealure appecar in its
room
Pride and felfithnefs are t» be fcen among usin various forms,
ftimulating to ambitious purfmts, in an affectation of grandeur and
delicacy among the rich, or tio! e who wouid be t'maght io; inwhom
it produces effcminacy and indoieice, hanghtiness end contempt of
their fuppofed inferiors ; aud in moit CX’]Ulhtc fenfibiiity and relent-
ment to all that i1s deemed flight, ofience, or cenfure. Serious re-
proofs, even from the palpit, and when originiting in the moit be-
nevolent intentions are icaicely to be endured, often refented.  To
fupport this difpoiition, in one cafe, coverouinels and cruelty are ex-
ercifed, to tie injury of the por, and opprofion of fervants and de-
pendants; to gratify it, in anctier, prodigdiity is indulg.d: And that
which thould, n jatlice, be furrendered to ih- cr..d-tr)r, hetowel on
the poor, or d=dicated o the LorJ, is fquanlcred away on wrides or
hartful pleafures. '

In the church this di‘pofition is feen connelted w'th o%entation and
formality, with bigotry, or contentivn ; in a conceit of wiidom and
fuperior kaowledge; in a i'pir't of critici/m r.taer than devotion,
which produces itchiag ears, oniy to be grarined wita finc hurangucs,
or curious dllq.ll.lll()ila, or in a delire to hive the preeminence. --
Hence the ditance and coldnefs, or coatention, obfervable among
members of the fame church, or commun'ty. H:nce the contention
among churcnes. From ihis fource may be traced the affumed con-
fequence of thofe who arz leadess in religious connetions whofe mem-
bersare nu:nrous, wealthy,anl honsrable ia the world.  From heace
the artfui uncandid pullcy by which parjy intorelt is fupported, though
often connected wita much profefior of candor ard hberality.  From
hence the readiness of many to unite 1a conne&ions where worldly
advantages invite, too oficn to the difregird of important truth and
duty; and t.e backwardnefs of others, where thiefe advantages are
wanting in a churca, to make relizious profeflions in it; or, on the
flighteit occiilon, to withdraw their attendance. :

I'he exiteace of tazie falts ftrougly proves a prevailing conform-
ity to the fpiric and conduact of the worid among the proie.t friends
anl adherents to religion, in the prefent day.— That we are either
uiconcerned, or difcourged, in fuch a ftite of things, evidencs on the
ou hanl, our vain conidence, caraal fzcucity, and want of zeal ; oa
the other, our unbe’i-f.

Love to God and to the fouls of men, ouar own and others, requires of
wsexcruonsinfuch circam®inces: 1I'hit we are foua 1 wanting in them,
whi e all the enco .-ements a‘ ordul by the word of God, and the

records of hitory wc¢  :forc us, muit turn to our fhiane.  Surely were
‘ B the
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the promifes duly rcgarded ; efpecially thofe which aflure us of the
prefewce and blefling of God to nis fuithful people, who ufe the means
of his 2 poistment 2nd feek his aid ; and did we duly confider the
manifold iniiarces recorded of his interpofition in favor of fuch, by
which their faithful cndeavors have been crowned with fuccefs ; our
hearts would oe nfpired with faith, and we thould be fiimulated to
exer: every power 1a s {acred caufe.

The peconar privileges we, as citizens of America, enjoy, lay us
under pcculior obiigations.  MHere no reftraints are laid on the con--
fcience. No tear of fines, impr‘fonmcm, or death, tor preaching or
proicfing the geipel of Chrit, inits purity, canafinil us. Tie imiles
of divine providcnceaifo, on the wife and prudent meafuresof our gov-
esm-n:, have pre erveil us in fifity hitherto, from the calamiiics of
war znd their atendant horrors, while Lalf kuiope is convulfed ; and
miliions there, aie eiiher {ecn in arms, deluging the holtue fieid with
b.cod; or futtering the complicated miicry of rapine, famine, im-.
pn.( nmen:, ravifhment, and murder. ‘

- Butdo we imprave our pnmeges aright ¢ Are we iruly thankful
for our preservaiion from tacfe dreadful evils: pax:zcu!arly from do- -
metiic iniurreftion; an awfal example of which has been given ma
country not far diftant from cur coamts, and which has been both plan-
ned and attempted by our enemics among ourfeives ? Or has our zeal
abated in proporiion as oui privilegesand opportunities hawe encreaf--
ed: Arnd have peace and {afety excited us to make ample provifien -
far our own eafe and indulgence ; rather than to give glory to the
preferver of nations, 2nd the author of peace ?

-ELut God has not left us without witnefles of his being the God of
judgment alfo. Let the inhabitants of our principal cities fpeak :
Has not pule death widh hafty ftride marched through our jtreets,
brandithing his fatal ivord, commiiioned to deftroy 7 How many of -
our youth as well asof thoie in the prime of manhood have fallen {—
Of :hof= who are yet {fpared, how many under the influence of the fatal
fever,whichhas vifited vs from year to year, have groancd on the bed
oflanguifhing ; and whatfesrs havebeen produced inothersi—But have
the calls of divias providence been duly regarded ¢ Have they produ-
ced the repentance and refcrmation for which they were fent 2—Alas!
How foon are our fears difpelled, and our ferious t thoughts banifhed.
Scarccly has the procefliun of mourners ended, the bereaved wiped
from his face the falli ing tear for a deceafed relative, or the fick man
retovered ftrength to go abroad, before thefe very perfons gwc them-
felves up to \sor'd’y purﬂ.lrs, crowd the theatre, relort to the ball, or
p’l.ngc nto vericus exercifes of folly ond v1cc—-—rcfo‘uuons and vows,
made in 2@iction, are delivered to the wind !—Even the fober inqui-
rer, coni.nes himieif to the inve! Jg'mon of fccond caufes, to find out
the reafor, for the cxlamizy @ And tiic infidel and victous remain unre-
formed and hardened. W

fe



(1)

We are happy in believing that the moft important doétrides -of
the gofpel arc maintained, and the ordinances adminiftered after the.
primitive pattern in the c'nurch-es of our c_onnc&wn. 'Ijo. the dici-
pline of the gofpel we hope alio there is, in general, religious adhes.
rence. But yet, in this time of general langour, thege is reaton to*
fear there may exift in the latter, partiaiities and omifiions, difpienf: og "
to the great hcad of the church.  The indulgence of vicious prag.’
ces in members ; making ghurch ¢enfures inftrumental to grau!v an-
ery, fciffh patfhions; or enturcing raies and orders wiich have o ‘oin.
ated in mere haman prudence or funcy, to the reitraint of chriitian
liberty ; arerocks whichthe church, 1 purinieg 1ts bol; caule, fhould
ever ¢ uotully fhun,

In what relates to the general flate of our churches, the rcllowing
things appear to e wrong. vt fondiug out perfons, 25 ininifiers,
wiho are not well qualified for the + k wiitiout yfing prorer means
for tLoir ‘mprover-eit. cecindiy the o geuneral negle® of mem-
bers, to improve themfel' o5, by reading and oticr means which are
auainible, and which would reader them refpectable and influential
amcny the people with whem they zre cunnected.  Thirdly, inatien-
ticn to their congregational interetls : Which includes negle& of pro-
Fer plans for usiting el members, and thoie connected with them
as worfhippers, In fuch meafares as wonid enahie them to ereét decent
and coavenient houies for public worfhip, and to fupport the gofpel
minulry amonyg thein in a permanent manner.  Fourdhly, that pre-
vailiog fpirit of moving from place to place, juft as fircy, whim, or
{uppofed intc.eft iy diciate, witheut a due regard to the call of
previdence, or the intercdt of religion; by which chorelies are often
greatly weckened, or, as 1t were, wantonly, and lucrniiziocfly ioken
up.  Fie eftabiathment of a ciurch 1s an i:poriant eventin faver of
the Redeemer’s kinadom, and the beit intereil of men: Jind it fhould
be as groat an ohiect with its miaifter. and members, to render it per-
manent, as to have it firit gathered and crianized.

‘['hus, dear brethren, we have candidly ot before you, according
to our bett judament, fome of the moit prehable caufes of the low and
languithing ft.te of reiigion among us, waich you have fo often la-
mented 5 both s; they are to be found among  profefiors and oth-
ers.  And we add our carncit requeft, and exhortation, that you ule
your individual and unizcd eZorts to have thefe god-offendinr evils
removed.  Unitc alo veur fervent petitions at the throne of race
for the influence and 21] of the divine 1piric, to form your own minds
and guide your conlul crient; and to give the gofpel effelt on the
minds of tiicie who have yet remained caveless and impenitent,  Upnen
your minds to conviction ; w2ien with ferioainets the truths which
have bren briefly fu,: -cfcd, w:ih penitent hearts confels to God the
fins which have gricved his boly ©irit, caufed his hand to be, as it
were, fhortened and his face to e hid fiom you.  Ulfe the too loag

negleéted
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peple@ted means of grace, with care, diligence, and perfeverence. In-
dulge the divine ambition of being eminent in religion—faithful to
your vows, fenfible of your obligations and privileges, like to Giod,
and ufeful in h's caufe. Confider the love of Chrifl, that you may
feel its conftraining power ; meditate on the promifes, and the glo-
ried of a coming wor:d, till your hears are fired with faith, zeal, and
love, and till they expand with holy hope, pleafing expectation, and
divine joy. Withing you the choiceit of Icaven’s bleflings we re-
Mmain,

Beloved Brethren,

Yours affe@ionately in gofpel bonds.

RICHARD FURMAN, Moderator,
JOSEPH B. CQOK, Cier,



