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CHARLESTON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,

3

Conxveznen at DEEP-CREEK, ANovembor 1£, 5Sco.
T

1. Jl HE two firt days were empioyed in the ufual excreifes of devotion:
Two {ermons were deiivered »n Saturde and three on the Sabbath; the
public exercifes of the latter, clofed with tne admiriftration of the Lord’s
Supper. ‘ | .

Il. On Menday, at 11 o’clock, a. M. the affociation fermon was deliver-
ed by Rev. John M. Roberts, from Mart. xxi. 21, *¢ Bat they made light
of it.”

I1I. Received letters frem feventeen churches, which were read, and the
names of the delegates enroiled. o

1V. Chofe Rev. Richard i'urman moderator, 2nd Rev. John M. Roberts;
clerk. The regular miniitering brethren occafionally prefent, were invited
to a feat.

V. Received letters and minutes from the Philadelphia and Eethel affoci-
ations, and a packet of minutes from the Neufe. From the Bethel, Rev.
Mefirs. Fowler and Rooker, appeared as mieffengers, and were cerdially
received. ,

VI. A petition from the church at the Three-Creeks, on the Eaft fide of
Pedee, was prefented by tueir delegates, Aaron Pearfonand James Bolton,
reque fling admiffion into thisaflociation. Very fatisfaltory accounts of their
faith and good order beirg obtairied, they were admitted to memberthip.
'This church originated from the church at the Cheraw-Hill, and was con-
fituted the 12th of Oltober, 1793. :

VII. Appointed the follewing brethren to write to affociations correfs
ponding with us: Furmar 1o the Philadelphia, Botsford to the Warsen,
Woods to the Bethel, Rober:s to the Georgiz, Jones to the Hephzibah, and
Fowler to the Neufe. )

VIII. 'The moderator informed the affociation, that the reafon of the
Rev. Mr. Holcombe’s not furnithing them with the circular letter he was
appointed to write for the Jaft year, was his indifpofition, together with the
cares and embarraflinents which, devolved on him in confequence of his re.
moval to Savannah.—The «fTociation are forry he has not furnithed them
with it for the prefent year, they however agree, that fhould it be fent to
“the moderator in time, and be approved by him, he fhal] be authorifed g
print it: Dut to prevent difappointinent, he is alfo defired to preparea cir-
cular letter, to be produced before the affociation ends its prefent feffion.

1X. No fatisfaory information refpe&ing the Rocky River church being
received § the members of the committee, prefent, who were appointed at the
laft meeting of the affociation, to enquire into their ftate, having failed to
execute the bufinels of their appointment; the faid committee are - fiiil re-
quefted to perform that {ervice; and ths Rev. Jeremiah Lewis is appointed a
member in the room of Mi. Woods, who has moved to a diflance. '

X. 'Took into confiderarion the propofal of the Philudelphia affoc’ation,
concerning the eRablithment of a general conference of the Baptift affociatie
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ons throughout the United States. After difcuflion of the fubje&, agreed
to return the foilowing anfwer, viz. We are of opinion that fome impor-
tant ends, for the good of the churciies, might be accompiithed, by fuch aa
inftitution; but it would neceffurily be utrended with difficuities, and confi-
derable expenfe ; and therc appears to be fome danger of abutes arifing: If,
howevei, a well digefted plan thould be devifed for fuch a coalition, in which
the proper objes were clearly pointed out, with fuitable meafures to attain
them, aand the danger cf perveriion and abufe well guarded agaiaft; and if

2
i
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a general concurrence in the undertaking, frould be obtained of the churches
in the United dtutes. this affociation are difputed to give it their {fupport.

XI. Took into confideration the ftute of the Lethei church. This church
being repreiented, by feveral members of the aflociation, asin a very irre-
gular fiate, and in 2 manner diforganized, by tranfaltions entered into, at
and about the rimc or tae difmifiion of their late paftor; and a fecond peti-
tivn deing received from fundry refpe&able perfons, who had been excom-
nunicaced by jaid church, who confidered themfeives injured, and requefted
the friendiy attention of the affociation, to be direfted to the ftate of that
peop'e; therefors, appointed Kev. Mefirs. Botsford, ‘Waoods, and Roberts,
to vifit them, endeavour to reconcile all differencies, 2a¢, to reinflate :hem
in good order,

X{1. Proceeded to confider the fo'lowing query, from the church in Char-

. Jefton: ¢ 1s there not, at this time, acait in Providence for our churchesto

make the moft ferious exertions, in union with other chriftians of various

- denominations, to ferd the gofpel among the heathen; or to fuch pecple
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who, though living in countries where the gofp~l revelation is known, do
not enjoy a ftanding miniftry, and the regular adminiftration of divine or-
dinances among them? Agreed to the foiiowing aniwer: There appears, in-
deed to be a general call in Providence, for all the churches of Chrift to make

" ferious exertions to aiffule gofpel light and liberty among the heathen, who
- Jnow not God, and our Kedeemer; but the particular call fo us, feems to be
¢ %o turn our firft attention to that defcription of perfons, mentioned in the

Jatter part of the query. Here, in.eed, the call is loud and particular: See-
ing that there are fuch multitudes 1n our own land, who have not the gofpel
flatedly preached to them; many of whom are ignorant and carelefs: And
that many of our churches, alfo, are deftituie of a flanding miniftry. Itis
greatly to be lamented, that being placed in fuch circumftances, we have
vere few mimficrs, comparatively, to fend out into the gofpel harveft; ef-

- pecially of fuch who are well qualified to undertake the work, as able paf-

tors and mifliionaries.—We, however, earneftly recommend to our minifters,
to make their beit exertions to fup ply deftitute churches, and to preach the
gofpel among people, who have not yet been brought into a church flate:
And in the moft preffing manner, do we recommend to our churches, to
¢ pray the Lord of the harveft, to fend forth labourers into his harveft;’®
and to give their moft firm and vigorous fupport to the inftitution, under
the dire@ion of our general committee; by contributing liberally to the
furd, and by bringing forward all pious young men, deftituce of other af-
filtance, whom they have reafon to believe God has called to the miniftry ;
{o that they may be prepared to enter on their work, by pailing through &
previou: courfe of ufefu] ftudies and improvement.

Xiil. Agreed to adopt the following paragraph from the Philadelphia
aflociation minutes, viz. ¢ Jt is particularly recommended by the aﬂ'ocilit;ion

‘ that
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that fuch churches as are aeftitute of paftors, do endeavor regularly to fup-
port Divine worfhip. Their widowed ftate belpeaks the nccetfity for prayer,
and the promifes of the Lord of the harveft cucourage it.  In moft churches
there are brethren who with acceptance to a congregation can read fermons ;
and the fupport of unity and intercousfe amoag the brethren, as weil 2s the
duty of publicly venerating the Lord’s day, in the midiit of an infidel world,
lou.ly eall for thefe holy fervices.”

XIV. Appoint=d bretheen Jo M. Roberts, and W. Jones, to vifit the Con-
garee church asoften as they can conveniendly.

XV. The letters to corrz{pending aflociations, and the provifional circu-
lar letser, were read and approved.

XVI. Appointed Rev. John M. Reberts to write the circalar letter for
the noxt year, on tie following lubjet: How may a perfon who cntertains
ferious doubts of ha fpirituai ftate, obtain fatisfaction whether he is convert-
ed ornot ?

MVIL Appototed brethren, Tohn Cato, 2nd John M. Reberts meffen-
gors to the Bethel adociation, and joleph B. Cook ani J. M. Koberts to the
Ges:gplaand Dephohil ~ffitations,

AV Moecd thatour next meedne of affociation Gall he held in Ame.
la Townin’;-. on the wefi iide of the Congaree River, the Sawurday before
the firlt Lord’s day 1o WNovember next. Rev. joenic B Cook to preach the
ti:e introdudiry Sermor, in cafe of failure Rev. Foame Vosds

X1X Received the contribyvions for priatiug the nue.ciy, and reguel:d
Mr. Furman to fuperintend their printiny . gutribation.

Conciuded with exhortation and prayer, by the Moadirutor,

g 8 CP-O-U O AR s~
MINUTES orf Tue GENERAL COMMITTEER,

Re-elefted Rev. Richard Farma», Prafident ; Col. Thomas Screven, Treafurer; F -,
Joha M. Roberts, S:cretary ; Mcflrs. Thomas Rivers 21d Henry B. [27 bl Afliffaits,

Mr. William [»aes, who had been admitted, consionally, cn the Churehcs® uolmnty,
by the Special Committ-e, and had been fludving ! .mme months at Mr. Roberts’ Acade-
my, appeared, underwent examiiation, and was unanimoully approved. Mr. Marton, re<
commetded by Mr. Rooker, alfo underwent examination; but he being a member of 2
church in Virgiuia, which had not given him aay call to the minflry ; and fome cther
confiderations being brought before the commitiee, which reqiired time for adjuftment,
Mr. Murton was admitted conditionall : The final conclufion on this bufinefs being fube.
mitted 10 the Special Commurtee: : |

Agreed, that the Special Committe» be empow-red to admit, to partake of the bene.

fit of thefurd, ang perfons who may applv in the courfe of the year, and appear, by

good evid.nce, tobe prover objelts of th: churches® bounty: Yet {o that they be ready to
give any further fatisfaétion, if required, to the General Committee, at their next meeting,

The following contributions were made by the churches, thisyear, to the fund: Char.
lefton, 48l. Eahaw, gel. 11/3d. Welch Neck, 1l. 18s. Mount Pleafunt, 18/8. High
Hills of Santee, 14l. George Town, 71. Lane’s Creek, 4 /8. Beauty Spot, ¢ /4, aud
3 dollars by individuals, members of the affociation: Amounting 1n the whole to 33 sk
9/4. Theamount of the fund, reckonng intereft due, f.300 18/3.*

The following del-gutes attended at this meeting: Richard Furman, Edmund Botse
ford, Frame Woods, William Bennet, Charles Jenkins, William Shepperd, aad Joha

‘Mo RObcrtS.
RICHARD FURMAN, Prefdent.
JOHN M. ROBLERI'S, Secretary,

% A piou- Lady, Mrs. FRANCES LEGARE, who died before the Minutes went to the Prefs,
Aasy by her will, left [ 100 to the fund,
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of the CHURCHES.

Thf' Minifters’ names arzin Capitals; Licenfed Preacher.’in Ttalics ; Church-
es ditinguithed with an 2denifk () we had no acconat from, their num-
Lers ftand as thev did the lat year; Paltors and Meffengers, to whofe

nam:s an obeitkk (4) 1s atixed, were abient; a dafh ( ) denates a
vacancy.
.y 1.
N !.‘g'_ '3
NSRS :
ISis SiEl§! S
ISR S
Cutrcues., ° MESSENGERS,
Charlefion, RICHARD FURMAN, ‘o 51 1] 4] 270
JOSEPH B, COOK,t Jeremiak
Yohaw, Ro'e + , .
Ro'e, 21 6] |6 ist
v,fckh N(‘Ck, FR .\\IE \\’OODQ, Samud Evans, 4 2 13:
M -unt Pleafant, EVAN PUGH*, Charles jenkins, 0 192
Coofawhatchie, y James Sinart, 51 % el 39
Pire Creck * -— . 46
Ebenez r, =, Elward Rg°rs, Jacob Morrns, 10 51
High Hl‘ls Santee, JOHN M. ROBERTS, Hiliaam fones,* o 1| oa
Ly ich’s Cicek, — . _ 1t
Ci Hil JOSIIUA LEWIS, Gencral Trftran -
ucTaw ’ Thomas, 2 q] 88
| Beautv S f WILLIAM BENNET, Wiliam
! nau'y bnﬂf L:.ggct, ol 1] o < 71
B-thl, Black Rumr * ~o
 Biack Swarp,* ALEXANDER SCOTTH, 55
Lit:ie Sitecher ® — _ . 96
Upper F. Lynew’s Creek, ——, Chrarles Incram, Rich. Kmgkt, 51 3l 4] e 1] 10z
Swift Crk, LE\VIS COLLINS, t Caion SCUlt, I B I Y
- Lowe FL \uch sCreck *——o, !)8
Rick Ruvnp® —— 134
A"‘if()n \:l)'xl " I\I C. C 'IAZ\RLEq COOK A‘} aham Rl.l{blA , 4 1 Q N (6]
- Great S'icatcher,® 26
Deen Cieck, jh'(hMIAH LEWIS, Geo: Buliard, 0 53
Litt'e P" dee,® - o6
E.on, * —_— 16
EDMUND BOTSFORD, John
Goorge Tuwn, 1 * Waldo + L g4
~ KT Y DAVID QWEN, * William Sznglcton Y |
Gan Wy, , AN -
i ) W, Wall, 4 2l 1} 41 31 26
B thefdy.* AMES SWEAT,+ 39.
Lane’s Creek, JOH\ CATO, Withiam Sheppard, . 9:[
Coroeree, ——, Gabricl Parker, fhom‘s Jackion, 3 50,
Lower Three Runs,*  —n 14
0 |
Piack Creek, j‘\i\ £S C OLLMA\' Charles Wil. \ g
1ames, 4] 1} 1] 1] 23
e ROBERT THOMAS,+ James Bol-
Three Creeks, ‘ YA,
teu, Aaron Pearton, 24
Total {;1]18{67]16|29{197a
Decreafe 12. ’
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The CIRCUL AR LETTER,

Tue CITARLESTON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,
il at DEEP CREBK, Cryfiorfield Diiri,

TE: frff, end continied 1o the fCurtd 6oy of Newvember, 1300,

To the CHURCHES they reprefent, fend CuRistian

-S.\L CTATION.

BELOVED BRETEHIREN,

THROLC 2e kind rprovidence of Aimighzy God we have met and

enjoyed a pe .zcetm N r*'i:".v : r\pcncscwz the beaign influcsnce of the
golpel 'pm.. 1 the c@ ceile o;"r tender, r‘:«.'p‘ cal 2§ ction, aad ia unien
and feilowiiip with eaci otier in the dodrines and ordinances of our Ke- -
deemer. - -

By ke levters réceived ficm you, we bLave been furnifhed with
informazion, wi.ich excites bot! x]ov nd ref loj, that there are evidences
of Livine power and grac: being in ¢pzralion in fome desree amoiy
gnet, that iC many ©f our Ci 1use hes fhiil continuz in a Lngu rmg tate.

Having, on a foaner cecallon, o oofare vou the pxuau‘"' e caufes of declen-
fion among us, and point:

.4

us ;

d_out the mears wi ovght 1 ule for regaining a
hezlthful, ngorous iate,in religion, we thail net now ;Lcapnumtf: what was
ftated -on thofe fubielis, nor the arguments by which they were enorced ;
but we entreat you to take a feylous revizw of them, wita an honeft inteati-
,on to improve them pra¢uicaliy io the wlpo-unt purpufe for which thev
were advanced. Letus take hoad, c.('ar oresiven, telt we be Invoived in the

‘guiit and condernation of thofe who thua the ughx, or mfamprove. and

neglett known truths--the known, and 1nterciiing truths of God. O! Let it be
our care to urink desp of the gof). | fpmt ; to cuitivate genaine piety and
devotion ; and to exe-cile and manite that wifdom,, prudence, purity, jufe
tice and benzvolence, which the go'pel tipires.

It is an impurtant pmm in refigion, to frike the proper line, both in
judgrmut and pradlice, between zari’ian zeal and wiid enthufiafin; and
between the moderation that is direéted by wifdom, and inditierency, or luke-
warmnef(s of {pirit. Let it bhé ong earneft care 1o choofe thz happy medium
which trath and duty point out in thefe cafes, and in every otier where we
arc liable to run iato d.mgel'orzs and hurtful extremes: ‘That we may walk
}mmbly and faichfully with God, pradentiy and vpnﬁ’ntw wi.b aien, and
do honor to the re.igion of our divine Lord and Muafter.

As the chrifiian ftands by fuirh, in that hberty of the gofpel with whith
Chrift has made him free; fo he fhould walk by faith: Looking daily to his,

. exalted Saviour for fupplics of grace—~contemplating the glories of iImmanuel-«

i

‘ conﬁdermg the obligations he is brought under to Divine lovc--—-hvmg on

- the pxom(es-——r*hng above the world to God, and realizing the invifible
+ glories of the eterual flate, to Which, asanc xpettant, he 1s haftening. So ma

we endure amid the temptations and aflictions of the prefent life, as fgeing
blm who 13invifible,

~

No
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No principle o° I¥vine truth fhou'd more deeply affel the heart, or
have 2 more goy:raing influcnce cn the iife of a chriftian, than that which
2.21 foits 0ur dep-rdence on the gracious aid of the Holy -pirn for all hoiy
e 15, oifin and cellifestions. to fir a fior she convie of Gods and to

oo o ot Tnowur Sazore, Lwhez oo, ol toe piomaie the Divine
“ . B R L L PR «. o tion <-‘.—::x;.‘§tly icoutd.
D T S S S I;‘li‘i.‘d ;yzinﬂ of-
;o L e 1. taret @ cur. iptritual
Yo ’ at e S Remetaacr tae
v Lot 0 e d e nit ITOM WHEHCE YE
..t o 2y onaTufe; re-

g ) NRRON SI0-5 SUVA '.‘:.i‘.u.f:; .‘.m’: Wit
. Cooo L C St e Ind e
. LTl DAVeRy, weake
. : B T G L AT
U - e ez atesb s and S whrowgedg-
LT T e el AL GUF O I P L ALUI® duiGe S J30ane, aud
i w0 e theit Sopi. !
we Vi . ... o .oomore. of the praarnfs of the Bleilings, we
poadlwep o, o, T -+ ~f puace, oI Livic ani reuginus hiber-
. and by tae ot - D o (oo, commuerce, ants aud mecces

anozg us: Acd that in we pascnlyoarn, 2 Lodr of our cluzens Lave en-

joyed a large fiare of heal:th—at lcaft, this i tiue o7 thofe, in geaeral,
w20 mnab.t thelz Suthern fiztes; and of (o cllzensod acivertl citics atae
nortiern, where geltilentizl dieate had cu former years ravagea i thic moft
aful and deftruétive manner.  Baltiniore, indeed, is an affeliing exception;
b e o oeresi fo generally alorued, our praiie fiould be readered with
£ astlui hcarts, : |
et it nui be forgotten, that irm a*tachment to the conftitution, laws and

overnz.ent of our country, 1s an important duty: Efpecizlly whiie they are
cvidently the honored means, employed by heaven, to fecare and diffufe fo
much happinels 2mong our citizens, as we at this tme enjoy. ‘Lo pray for

the ,00d of o~r couniry, and to feek its pcree, is at onceour duty and
~ happicefs. I..s promotion ¢f 1 ¢ putlic welfare, is not to be effe@ed by
indulging the turbulent {pirit of party, by extreme jealouiy exercifed over
the condudt of the refponfibie magiftrates, and officers, who are invefted with
public trufts, or by heated declamation ; but by difpaflionately litening to
the diQates of truch and wiidom, by firm adherence t the principles of
raticnal liberty; by fubjection to the laws, and by a iender, patriotic con-
cern for the good of the whole nation, on liberal principles.

. Since our laft anniverfary meeting, God in his fovereign and righteous

Providence, has taken to the world of fpirits, that great and excellent man,
general George Wathington, who had long ftood, under God, the principal
guardian of the liberties and happinefs of his country.

- While we unite with the churckes, thronghout the United States, and the
citizens at large, to fhed the tear of forrow, and of gratitude over his tomb,
and to honor his memory; let us alfo keep in honored and lafling remem-
brance, thofe fage counfels which in the fullnefs of anaffeQionate heart, he
addreflid to the people of America, refpeQing their moft effential, nasional
interefis, '

Let
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Let the relative duties be ftritly regarded among us, according to the
plain dotrines of Chnft, and the bright examples of primitive Chriflianity .-
That as parents and c<hiJdren, hutbands and wives, brethren and fifters,
maters and fervants, we may waik worthy cof the gofpel, and adorn the
doitrine of God cur Saviour, in all things. The libertinifm and infidelity
which abound 1n this age, are fo dangerous, that great care fhould be taken
by religious parents, to guvard the minds of their children againft the fatal
influence of thofe evils. Much attention, therefore, fhould be beflowed on
the education of children, and government of famiiies; to preferve good
morals, to inculcate the principles of true piety, to have our offspring truly
brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and our families go-
verned 3n his fear.

The {criptural doftrire on the ftation and duties of fervants, is clear and
decided. It requires of them faithfuiness, fubmiflion. quietude and obedience ;
in refp=& of the wife and fovereign order of Ged’s providence, which has
placed them in that fituation ; and 1t direlis them to perform their <ty on
confcientious principles, ¢ As to the Lord and not tom..4.”” The fcrip.ares
alfo give aflurance, that this faithfulnefs will meet with th~ veculiar approbation
and gracious rewa;d of Heaven; but that a contrasy ¢one 1 will provoke
the Divine difpleature. On the other hand the facred or.cies, as fully declae
under the high and awful fanctions of Divine aathority, the oblizations of
mafters to rule their fervants with juftice and moderation ; to affuid them a
reafonable portion of the comforts, s weil as necefiaries of ife ; and to regard
with ferioufnefs their religicus interefts, as of perions who are placed by the
Divine government usider their care and dire¢tion.  As thef- truths are
clearly flated in the word of God, {o they appear, in the prefent ftate of
things among us, and at all times, to be beft adapted to promate the general
good, not only of the community at large; but cf that body of perfons
who are in a ftate of fervitude. Rather, therefore. than advocate the {pecu-
lative, abiira® opinions, or attempt the innovationsin pratice, which on this
fubje& have been advanced and planned by others; let u< adhere to thefe
[criptaral principles, and perform theie duties, fo clearly laid down in the
volume of infpiration. On thefe we may and ought to infift.

Thus, dear brethren, we have with all fimplicity, and candor, prefented to
your view, fome important confiderations of truth and duty, to which we
requeft your ferious attention.  We conclude, with our belt withes for your

true happinefs; and remain.
 Yours afic&tionately, in gofpel bonds.

RICHARD FURMAN, McperaToRr.
JOAN M. ROBERTS, Crerk,



