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CHARLESTON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

Convened in Axstia-Townsuir, Souts-Carolina, O8eber 314, and com-
tinned to-the gd of Nevember, 1801.

HE two firk days, as ufualy were employed in the exercifes of
public worfhip: Two fermons were dolivered on Saturdsy, and
thiee on the Sabbath; the fervices of the latter consluding with the cele. -
bration of the Lord's Supper.
2. On Monday, o 11 o’clock a. w. the. m Setmon was deli-
vered by Rev, Jofeph B. Cook, from 4mos vii, 2, * By whom fhall Jacob
arife, for he is {maf} P*
g. Letters from eighteen churches were nceiwd ai read, and the names:
of their delegates enrolled; -

4- Chole Rev, Dy, Farman, modentor, and Rev.] feph 'B. Cook, clerk;
and invited regular miniftering brethren prefent to a feat with the delegates,
5. The church,st Waffembaw applied by a letter and their delogates, Ro-
bert. Thoruléy, g, ol Mr. Thomas Blackman, for adwillion to mémber-
fhip in this affociieide. . Satisfaltory- information refpefting their faith and
order being received, they were cheerfully admitted.  This church hadbeen
conflituted sbout feventsen years, and a great pert of the time hd thehte

Rev. Ral hBowm for their paftor.
6. «Recuud mitrutes of the Plniadel his and Wal‘m Aflogiations of the,

laft yesr, snd xdetter from the former of the prefent year; aifo, letters from
the Bethel, Hephzibah and Sandy Creek Affociations. Rev. Duavis Collins -
attended as meflenger From the Bethel, sed Mr. Edmund 'Edbot froeg the
Hephzibsh, whd were cordially received.

7. Appoined the following bret!nen meﬂlngen to ndgﬁbourhg affoci- -
ations? L Colhm and W, Jooes to the Bethel, Robeérts to the Gecigia, and’
M‘Cullers to the Hephzibah, Alfo appointed the following brethren to
write to the affociafioas correfponding with us: Roberts to the Philedel-
phia, Cook to the Warren, Woods to the Bethel, D. Callias tn the Heph-
zibak, Nixo# to the Georgu. M*Cullers to the Sandy-ka, and uubofe
to the Neule,

8. Agreed to petition the legxﬂntm'e of this ftate for a uwﬂoa‘mﬂ A
lioration of the law pafisd ot their laft fefion, which impofes reftriflions ea:
meetings for relxgxom infiruGtion.and public worfhip, fo fir as they refped
peoplé of colgur. ~Appointed the Moderator.to prepare the petitian.

9. The church on Rockey River having expreffed.in their let:=r, a defire
ta’be difmifTed from this affociation, and fome weighty resfons being +fligned
for not agreeing to-it, at lealt until the faid church fhould be inforiaed of:.
them ; Mr. Woods was appointed to write to them od the fubjet. ‘

10. The delegates of the Congiree Church having re nfenud, that s
dificulty exifted among them refpeRing a perfon in thetr membuﬂup, who
+ had been licenfed to preach, but whofe charalter was confidered in fo unfa.
Vourable a light by the otheér churches, particglyrly by thofe in the Bethel
Afl.«ciation, that they would not admit him ta presch amoig them, and that

the church withed the afliftance of the affociation on’she fubje& ; therefare,
brethren
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brethren Furman, L. Cailine and Roberts, were spreinttd a committee to .
colle& irformaticn, cunfiler and repart on (le cale. X

11. Letters from the c-urch in Anfo, and that ot the Upper Fark of ‘
Lynch’s-creek, were recziv:d, in favear of a perfon who had been excem- ¢
municated by the church at ti.e B-auty Srot ard 232inf wi m, asa preacher,
the public had been cauttoned by the »ff .ciatinn on a former ccaafion, on
account of the high charges breu:ht agais ft bim ; but wiois faid to bive been
reconciled to the church which exclusied him, and to be now 3 member of the
church at Lynch’s creek. The cifs was accordingly takea into corfidera-
tion ; but as it appesred, co erquiry, that there was reafon to fear the
church at the Beauty Spot kad no: b-en {ufhciestly attenuive to the vatuse
of the cal~, in theira& of redorirg fiic prifoa to their fellowthip ; aid, as
wany members ¢f the affociaticn were not ftishied with the tranfu@ion it
was agieed to rrqueft the fic chuish toreconfider.the cafe, and Rev, Mefl.s, |
Frame W cds and Robert Themias were 2: pointed %0 attend at the fame |
time, as aflitandy, on behalf of the aflaciation. '

12. Oae of the membeiscf ihe commitiee apoointed laft year to viGt the
Bethel church, reprrted, that the committee had been fo difappointed :3
never to te able to attend regulasly to the buiinels of their appointmen: ;
but that it was certain a segular flaie of things bad not tak-n place in faid
church. The affociztion are forry the caufes of uneafinefs arenct remaoved ;
but sgree to leave the matter, at prefent, to the dir: &ion of Divine Provi-
dence, hopirg :hat the private labours of v:iting minifters may in time be !
bl: ft. to bring abcut that regularity and harmo:y ameng them which are 1o
much to be d fied, ,

13 The commiitee to whom was c~~m’tted the bufiney refprQing the
Congaree church, reported by thcir chirmar, thet they find the futj-& of
thew erquity vary ferious and diitrefii-g, and reccmmend that the :ifecia-
ticn appo:nt fome of their mi- :ft:rg brethren to ath taid church in b ing-
ing the bufizels to a regular :fize,  Thas repert was ¢ ncurred in, and Rev,
Meflrs. Lewis Collinsand j-ha M. Roberts were appainted.

14. Q ery, from ihe churcain Anfon : Is it agreeable to g fpel order
that a paricn {hould er)>y fpecal ckurch priviiegesin neighbouring churches,
who has received a letter of diiwmn.flica from the chu:ch of which he is a
member, but refufes to givs it up to anciker, in the bounds cf whick ke
refides ? Aniwei~—No; pr..vided he has hzed his refidence; ard :h: church
he refidesamcng are in regulsr g fpel order., |

15. Query, frem the churchat Ebecezer: What i3 the mofk advifeble
metroc tor a church to proced in refue&ing a membsr whe hasbeen reccived |
among them from another church, in the capacity of a licenfed preacter, .
when a part of their own members do not approve of his qual:fications, nor
thirk it proper for him to preach ? Anflwe —The fir meafure fhould be

by cindid means to attempt giving ftisfaltion to the d .t hied members;
but if this d:firsble end is not fo ovtained, the chuich muit, in their ce.
¢ fion, abide by the voice of the may nity, ‘

16. As a Mi. Evan Jones has b:en, on a former cccafi~n, noticed ssa
rein:fter in frien. ly conneion wiih us; the ailsciation thick it their duty
to inform ths public that ke is not in their fellowthip at prefeat.  The ua-
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favorable accouris ih:y have received of his charafter and condul. from

autherity, form the reaicns of h's publicat.on,

17 Read andappr:ved the Circular I eticr prepared by Mr, Roberts ; aifo
the ictrers to ¢ rret ronding affaciaticus, as prepared by the perfons appointed,

18. The M. derater jroiuced the petiion to the leg.fliture he was re-
queted to prepars; which wis read, approaved ard figied,

19. Appoinied Rev, Mr. Botsford to wnie the Circula: Letier for the next
year, on this q :eftion : By what condu are the mem:we13 of churches moft
likely to frengihen the hands cf th-ir minifters, and cc operate with them
in premnting the iaterells of vital retigior. ? Alfo appointed Mr, Bo:sford
to correinan.. with the Committee of the Philadelphia Affuciation, on the
fub)-ct of the pronaied generil conferrerce,

20, d that the next meeting of the affocia:ion De at the Hrgb Hills
of Sentee, on the Sarurday before the fi:ft Sibbath in November, 1802,
M:. Wonds to presch the ferm-:n, in cafe of failure, Mr. L. Collins.

21. Calle@ed the Yecney for printing the minutes; the fuperintendance

of printing and the diftiibution of them, were committed to the Modenator,
C. nciuded wizh exhcr:ation and prayer, in the ufual manner,
N. B. The days sppainted for fpecial prayer for the revival of religion
and the fpreading of the gofpel, are the firk Tueldays of January, April,
Jaly and O&ober,

-

MINUTES of the GENERAL COMMITTEE.

1. THE following perfors appeared as delegates—Richard Furman,
Joleph B. Caok, Frame Woods, john M. Koberts and Lewis Collins.

2. Re.c'efted Dr. Furman, pr: fident ; col. S:reven, treafurer; Rev. Jchn
M. Rcberts, fecretary ; and Meflrs. T. Riversand H. I~glefby, aiﬁ(hnts.

3. The prefident mfonm»d the commitree that Mr. Morton had attended,
the fpecial committee, and beea admittcd by them to partake of the beneﬁt
of the fund : and was then attending Mz, Roberta’s academy a3 a ftudent,

4. Agrecu that the powers vefted in the Special Committee, the laft and
fcm former years, be continued to them this year,

. Tovk account of the coile@ions made this year by the churches, and
of the ftate of the fund} when it appeased tha: Charlefton had contributed
59!. 6s. 5d. (paxd into the hands of the treafurst) ; Euhaw, g3l. 3s 2d.;
Welch Neck, si. 19s. 63.; High Hudis of Saatee, 10l.; Georgetown,
12l.; Congaree, 18s. 84.; Swaft Cr ek, 9. 44.; Myj~r Thomley, as an
individual, 141, ; amourtmg to 1221, 81 1d. Money and {peciz] ies in the
bands cf the treafurer, as per hisaccount rendered, 495! 6s. g1.  Of mo.
nies retained in the hands of the preﬁdenl, nct included in the tresfurer’s
sccount, 29'. 14s. 8, Expenditure \monies pud by the prefiden:) to be

dedu&ed 65l. 46s. 9d. Remains in the fund, 521l 9s. 2d,
RICHARD FURMAN, Prefident,

JOHN M, ROBERTS, Sccretary.




STATE of tho CHURCHES.

The Minift >rs names arein capitals; Licenfed Preacl.ersin Ialics; Churches diftinguifhed
‘with an fterifk (*) we had no account from, their numbers ftand as they did the laft
yeat; Paflors and Meflengers, to whofe nanies and obelitk (1) is afﬁxcd, were ach.nt .

addh ( ~————) dcnotes a vacancy.
~ 1= 3 s ~ l
HERHESN
NEERHNHE
‘ . B \ Jix| QlQ : Q<
Crurcazs. Massincens.
Chailefton, RICBARD FURMAN. 6] 2, 3| = 4] 269
Euhaw, OSEPH 8. COOK, 32 7 4| 172
Weich Neck, FRAME WOODS; James Brown, { i| 3] 16| | 120
Mount Pleafant,® EVAN PUGH,t 1 ] I3
. AARON 7 ISON,+ Mofes Spiver, §
Coofawhatclie, ; john Ycomans, i o2 58
Pipe Creek,* 46
- Kbenezer, Ma M Cullers, S. Mo 1t 31 -l a] 1l 48
High Hills of Santee,  JOHN M. ROBERTS MD:S:}:, 7 1112 9
Lynch's Creek,* 1t
Cheraw Hill,* OSHLA LBWI-SI,‘;!L 88
ILLIAM BENNETT, Danicl
Beauty Spot, 3 Lamoden, 4 1 -4
Bethel, Black River,? -—, 1 7%
Black Swamp, ALEXANDER SCOTT,+ ) 5§
Little Saltcatcher,* b 96
Upper F. Lynch’s Creek,* » » Richard Holley, 6} = 2 2; 108
Swift Creek, LEWIS COLLINS, Cafon Scott, Il s}t 2 38
Lower F. Lynch’s Creck,* : 68
Rockey River, Gcorgc Whitley, 4 of] 81 1 2| 34
Anfon County, N. C. CHARLES COOK,+ G. Lawrence { I 2] 47
Great Saltcatcher,® j 26
Deep Creck, ]EREMIAH LEWIS, 53
Lmlle Peedae, » | 26
Enon,* ' 1h
Georgetown, EDMUND BOTSFORD,t 1 { 14l 3¢
Cap Way,* DAVID OWEN,+ 26
Bothefda,* AMEs SWEAT,+ 19
Lane’s Creek,® }OHN CATO,+ . 24
: » RALPH JONES, n
Cong"_“' | g Morrow, 'I‘lwmasI W:lbamvs.J 12 119
. Thomas M.tthews, Robert
Lower Three Runs, . 3 Bradlcv efq. 1 3 . 19
Rlack Creck, AMES COLEMAN + H. ng. 2 21
Three Creeks, OBERT THOMAS, ¢+ ; 1 23
» Robert Thoruley, efquire, ‘
W"ﬁ?"‘f“"' 3 Thomas Blackman, ! 20
Becrealt this year, 14. Total, |75{r35i730t171 2'25]1956

N. B. The Congaree Church appears much more numerous this year than heretofore, on
account of a return made of the members which compofe a diftant branch of it, which

was not odtained before.

Thofe difmiffed from the Church at Rockey River, have been formed into other

neighbouring churches.
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The CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Charleflos Battrﬂ Afociation, met at Awclia Townjhip, Orangeburgh
Difvi.” the loft d y of Clober, 1801—To the Churches they reprefent,

Jend Chniflian Salutation,

DEAR BRETHREN,

HE fubje& on which we addrefs you in our Circular Letter, is im.
portaut and interefting—** Hcw may a perfon, who entertains ferious
doubts of his fpiritual flate, cbtain fatisfaltion whether he 1s converted or
roi P May the anfwer of this queftion confirm the faith and hope of the
fatisfied bappy chriftian, remove the fufpenfe and doubts of the fpiritually
diffatisfied, and awaken ithe unconverted to be wije unto falvation !

It is obvicus that too many feel no folicitude or concern about their con-
verfion and falvation—=10t enough even to raife dcubts in their minds om
the fubj:&. They fleep in fpiri:ual death. They cry peace, peace, whea
there 15 no peace~—Such a ftate of carnal fecurity and fpiritual infer.fibility,
is awfully dacgerous ; it is a dead calm, ominous of a tremendous ftorm.

Other perfons, at pamcuhr feafons, have had partial conviCtions and
awakenings of foul. The light of divine truth his fhone upon their un.
derfiandings, but the darknefs there comprehended it not. 'IThe two-edged
fword of conviftion has pierced their hearts a little, but did not make
wounds deep and alarming enough to make them apply to the phyfician of
fouls, O her perions poffefs a rafh, groundiefs confidence of having expe-
sienced converfion, which is nearly allied to prefumption. Self-affurance
and vanity blind and infatuate their mind. Thefe charaltrrs thirk them.
iclves more righteous and faniified than others; they can a& the part of the
boafting Pharifes,

But brethren, there are many honeft hearted, pme fpirited charaQers,
whofe minds are often involved in clouds of doubts concerning their con-
verfion and regeneration, They go mourning and dej-:@ed through fear
of not baving experienced vital religion and evargelical converfion. Te
their own eys their light feems fo faint, their evidences fo indift:: &, their
faith fo weak, and tkeir confolaticns fo few, that gloomy doubts harrafs and
diftrefs their minds, Probably the following might be the langu:ge of a
perfon in this conditior—* Once 1 thought ! had good grounds and futficient
reafons to be believe that I was converted, tha: God had been graci~us to my
guilty foul, that my Saviour had pardoned my fins, that th: H. ly Ghcft had
changed and vegenerated my beart, and brought it cut of daxknc!s inco the
marvellous light of falvation. Oce Ithought I had exnerienced thefe
{piritual exercifes and operations; but, alas! now I fear my corverficn was
imaginary ; that my religion was like morning cloud anc early dew, Now
the fpirit of faith, love and holy j-y, feems to ke almoft eniirely fled. My
heart feels cold and hard, my aflc&ions feel frozen and lifeiefs: I dcubt
the good feed of diviue truth was never fowa in my heart, or its fruits
would sppesr, I doubt my foul has never been illuminated with the Sun
of Rightecuf efs, or jome mys of hght wculd ftill fthine. Doubts, fears
and uncertainty, ‘tob me of peace ; make my days fad and my life bitter,

Havae
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Have not the devil and my own deceitful and defperately wicked hesrt,
flaitered me icto a miferable deluti>n? Tormented with fuch doubts, dil-
trefl.d with fuch fears, how fhil I difburden my heart of its melancholy
load ; hew fhali T difpel this diimal zglocm; how fhall I ob:ain fatisf.{tion
whether I have ever been converied or not P

To cbtain this defirable fatisfallion, »nd come to a decifion on the fubj:&
of his doubts, let fuch a perfcn apply to the law and the teltim: av, to the
golpel and its de@rines, and to the eximples of chriftians zecorded in the
word of G»'. The marks and chara&eriftics of converted and regenerated
perfons are fo clearly and diltia&ly defcribed in the facred writings, that we
may judge whether we have thefe maiks and chara@esiftic or not. Have we
had a godly forrow for fin? Have we repented in daft and athes ? Have we
been convinced of its condemning power ? Have we feen the grace, the
glory, snd the excellency of the gofpel plan of falvation through Jefus
Chrift ? Have we received and embriced our Saviour wath penitent hearts
and believing fouls as the hope of glcty, the way, the truth and the life ?
Have the fciles of unbelief and {riritval darknefs fallea from oureyes, and
can we fay, wiereas once we were himd, now we fee. Do we love the
mame, the word, the glory and worihip of our Heavenly Father? Do we
love cur Lord Jefus Chrift and his goipel ? Do we love the Hcly Ghoft,
the fan&t:fier and comforter ? Do we love all who are of the hufehoid of
fai‘h, ail true diciples of our Saviour and children of God? Do we
live, bv divine grace, foberly, rightecufly and g-dly ? Are we humble,
meck and patiznt P Are we charitable and benevolent to the poor and needy,
tiie fath-tlefs and friendlefs ? Do we :ate and abhor fia 7 Do we endeavour
to avoid the | -aft appearance of in‘quity ? Do we pray for grace, and maks
fcred refolutiors to conquer and fubdue itspower and izfluence ? Are cur
aff:ctions fct 01 things above, and our treafures in heaven ? Do we love and
kabituilly pratd:le public, privite and family prayer? And when we have
doneall th:[: things, do we call ourf.Ives unprofitable fervaats, and afcribe
all the gl-ry and priife to Cod ?

Are cur live: and condut proofs and evidences that we have experienced
thefe fpiritual sperations and chriftian exercifes of foul ? If we have, thy’
the clouds and thick darknaefs of doubts fhould fometimes be round zbout
us, yet we have god grounds aad fufficient realons to believe that our fouls
have been converted; that we are new crestures, the difciples of J:fus, the
children of God and the heirs of teaven, Such proofs and evidences
fhsuid give us tisf-&i:a and banifa every melancholy doubt.  Perhaps
th: molt {an& fed, devout and perfet: chriftian is not entirely exempt from
doub's at ceriain feafons; but the n.ght will be fhort; the fun will foon
rif: wi'h cheerig and effalg-nt beams. s it ot neceflary and preper, there-
frore, for th & who entertain forizus coub's of their /piritual ftate, tofearch
the feriprures, to compare their exgerience, their hearts, their feelings, and
their condul®, with the expericnce, the hearts and the condu of convert-d
perfons r-corded in the word of God. If there be a fimilarity and correl.
pendence between then, may not fa.isfallion be ohtained ? Can there be a
more (iiiif ory d-monftratien of cur converfin and regeneration ?

Let t0fe then, who eatertaia {110 33 doubts of their tpiriiual ftate, apply

to
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to this teft, and ufe thefe means to obtain a fatisfa&ory decificn, The ferip-
tures are the furc and infdllible criterion by which we are tojudge  If cur
converficn be not correfpandent with their diftates and their voice, it ouft
be becaufe there is no truth or reality init. If it do correfpond, we thould
fzel fatis*alticn and confblations, 1ejoice and be exceedingiy glad, for great will
be our rzward in the kingdom of heaver. Ie! nct dcubts or arxiety be cre-
ated in cur minds when we fecl a pieviiling love to G.d, faithin our Lord
Jefus Chnf, the comforts of the Holy Ghoft, and when our condu&t and con-
verfation prove that we are perf-&ing woolinels in fear of the Lerd, and
growing in the grace and kvowledge of our Siviour. With thele bright
icr ptural evidences we fhould be fatisficd, and ict the light of our rel:gion
thiough divine aid, fhine brighter and brighter unto the perfe& day. May
God enable all profeflurs of religion to make thefe evidences cf their con-
vesfion thine confpicu:ufly in their lives 2nd condu®, and to his adorable
rame {hall be sfcribed all the praife and glory, through J:fus Chrift ous
Lud, Awex, ‘

RICHARD FURMAN, Modcrator,

JOSEPH B. COOKX, Cirk,




