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:j, § ;{Emakpgmn-@p!m& in exercifes of publie devotion.
. /1  Tya fermons were delivered on Siturday, and three on the Sabbath 3
“The celtbuation of the Lord’s Supper clofed the folemnities of the latter.

. +8. On Monday, et 11 o’clock A. M. the Affociation Scrmon was deli~

“yered by Rev. Frame Woods, from 1 Cor, i, g. ¢ God is faithtul) by whovs

Je were calicd ugto the fellowfhup of his Son Fefus Chrift our Lord."
. §. Lefters from twenty-three churches were reic, and the nimes of the
elegates minuted ; together with the accounts tranfmitied of the ftate of

gach church,, - - .

4. Chole Rq&. ﬁr.Furman 'u;:bdeﬁf;;r;‘ and Rev. Joleph B' Cook, cleik ¢

- 4lfo invited regular vifitipg Yrethren in the miniftry, who were prefeat,
take a feat"with the aflociation and affift in their deliberations, >
.. .5 Ryv. jo,hn Rooker attended 23 meflenger frem the Bethel A¢G
‘snd-.was-cordislly received, . R-ceived letters and minutes from correfp:

g aff8cidipns—From the PhPadelphis, minuses of the lafk. yesr'; .che
ter had been-received gt oup. tormer fcﬂ{mn—-F rom the Wren, a pri

the. letter ftates that § g

Jetler and minutes of tﬁljﬂrﬁfrom the Bethel, a letter, bat ndiputes?.
0

-
]

sus revival had tpken place in_ thé shurches of

FEOD ;,’,_B_@gfgixgsr ASSOCIATION,, ;¢

that 4fociation, 403 hivieg been baptized amony them fince their formey

meeting 3 «_:}:ipﬁ}.‘l as it is underflood, within a few -months Px‘eéipax to-

their laft mesting, in Augufty snd, friom private accounts, it is probsblé’.

Mr. Putipan, having baptized g3 in"oneé_day,. and expééted to baplize st
hundred more in 2 fhert time afterwards—From the Georgia 24d Hepbzis
bah aflociations received neither letters nof minutes; but obtainedms
accounts of a great revival i the upper parts of Georgia; alfo, ja.‘
Py work of grace progreffing under the miniftry of Rev, Mr, F1O9
1 Sivannah——From the Neufe, letters and minutes of two vears—No sce
counts.from the Sandy-Creek. The minutes of the E!k-Horn A flocias
tion, of Auguft laft, werealforead; by which ft appeirsthat there are fix
sflociations in Kentukey, including 14,076 communicants; 10,000 of

v

whom, at leaft, are young sgaverts, : A
6. Appointed - the®following brethren to write t6 correlponding affas
cistions:—Botsford to, the, Philudelphia, Ruberts to the Warrep, . B:
Cook to the Bethel, Woods to the Grorgia, Nixon to the Hepbaibah,
Moleley to the Neufe, and R, Jones to the Sindy-Creek, Allo, appointed
Meflrs. Rober mﬁ{ﬁ Pigg meflengers to the Bethel Affucistion, snd
Meilrs. Mofely bnd W. Jones to the Georffia and Hephzibah Affociations.
7. The Moderator informed the aflociation that their petition for the
smendment of the ftate law, which was coofidered a8 infringing on the
freedom of religious worfhip, had been forwarded By him to the care of

Pl T

the honorable gen. Charles Catefworth Pinckney, and William H. De-

fauflure, efg. to be prefented to the dificrent branches of the‘lcg'iﬂnu-re_at

their laf} fégion: that he was informed thofe gentlemen had prefented it;

.&ad gmﬂ'gi»mn“;é‘ thc‘p_feivca, efpecially gen, Diugpiney, in"obmp;;g i
. : . ~ favorable

'Y

"3 much greater #ggaber-has been agded to them fipce 1. one minifter, Revy -

.

va'_tg"

€ombe



[+]

$svorsble anfwer to its prayer? that a bill had been formed in the fenate fot
this purpole, which had pafled that houfe without a diffenting voice; and
that 1t had been slfo favorably reported on in the houle of reprefentatives——
But that, by Perfons_ beft informed, it was thought to be moft proper to
%ave the petition renewed, Whereupon, it was agreed unanimoufly, that
the petition be renewed accordingly; and that the Moderator prepare it
for figning, = Alfo, _
) Rcsolve'j, ‘That this affociation have s high fenfe of the patriotic conduft
of thofe gentlemen who prefented their eXétition to the legiflsiuce—They
confider them as having thereby furnifhed a' new and pleafing proof of
their attachment to the religion of Jefus Chrift, which they have always

rofefled ; and to the liberties of their country, both civil and religious, of
| which they have been early, uniform and zealous fupporters,
' _ 8. Read and approved the Circular Letter, as prepared by Rev, Mr,
~ Bousford,

9. The committee appointed to affift in removing the difficulty which
exifted in the Congaree Church laft year, reported: a petition from Mr,
Price, the perfon concerned, was slfo prefented—by sll which itappeared,
that the committee hid, in tendernefs, recommended, and affifted in exe-
cuting a plan whichtheyjudged themoft peaceable,and moft favorableto Mr,
Price; but in its refult did not prove fatisfaltory to either of the parties,
The whole of ¢his bufinels being {ubmitted to the aflociation for their ad-
vice; they agreed umanimoully, th2t Mr, Price, confidering the heinous
nature of the s&ions alledged agair/t him, and the ref(pefability of the
Jources from whence the information hasbeen derived, ought not to preach,
unlefs his charalter is fuitably cieared of thofe charges: and that it lies on
him to clear himfelf by ~roduicing proper evidence, They alfo recoms
mend that the affiftance of R:v. Meflrs. Jofeph Camp, Auftin Clayton,
and John Putman, be applied for, in refpett of thofe charges which are
.konown to the Bethel -AfTociation, and are faid to be founded on tranfic.
tions which took place in the paits of the country where they refides
that thiéde brethren be furnifhed with a juft account of the charges as exa.
hibited kére, and of what Mr, Price lgatcs concerning them; and that a
certificate from the faid minifters that his charafleris cleared totheir fatisfac-
tion, be confidered as neceffary for his vindication, :

10. The committee who were appointed to attend at the Beauty Spot;
to unite with the church there in reconfidering the cale of Mr, Charles
Pigg, reportedin his favor, Againft which report no objetions were made,

11. Favorable accounts being received refpetling the re-union of a con
fiderable part of the Bethel Church, but with information likewife that
they were in doubt concerning fome important interefts, and needed advice
about the beft meafures to be purfued by them in their exilting circumq.
ftances; therefore, our brethren Roberts, Dubofe and W. Jones were req.
guefted to vifit and afford them gheir afliitance on thele fubjedis, »

12, The employing a fuitable perfon to preach to the Catawba Indians,
and the inftituting a fchool among them for the education of their children,
with a view to their <civilization and converfioh to chriftianity, having
been fubjells of converfation at two former mieetings of the atfociation,
end fome erquiries having been made as to the favorable difpofition of the
Indians and the probability of fuccefs to fuch meafures; the refult of
which enquiries have afforded fome encouragement—Therefore, refolved,
that Rev, John Rooker, who has prefefied a willingnels to engage inkthe'

' work,




[ s

work, be authori(ed 30 preach to the faid nation of Indians,.in behalf of
this aflociation, for ong yer from the prefent time, as often ss he can, ot
leaft once in a month; and that he confult the Tuperintendants and chiefs,
and muke his own obfervations on the difpofition of the nation refpe&in
the founding a fchool among them. For thefe fervices Mr, Rooker ﬂuﬂ
receive fuitable compenfation. . The fuperintendancy of this buGnefs wag
committed to the Moderator,

13. The churches st Coofawhatchie, Black Swamp, Pipe-Creek, Bsa
thelda and Lower Three Runs, petitioned for difmiflion from this body
to join an affocistion in Georgis. After ferious confideration of this fube
Je&, agreed to grant the requeft. .

14. Query from the church in Charlefton—Is it not in our power st
this time to fend out a miffionary or miflionaries, well qualified for the work,
to preach the gofpel to the many deftitute people in various parts of our
land: and do not zeal for the caufe of God and love to the fouls of men,
require of us firenuous exertions in fuch an undertaking? An{wer—Ths
latter pait of the query is an{wered in the affirmative, without hefitation ;
the formier part, refpeiting a perfon or perfons properly qualified for the
work, and free from other engagements, which wpuld prevent their ens
tering on it, is doubtful. But to bring the fubje& to a fair trial, sgreed
that the fpecial committee of the churches. who are entrufted with the
management of the education fund, be empowered to employ a {uitable
perfon for this purpofe, if fuch an one can be obtained—-Tkat the aflocia
tion co engage to furnilh fifty pounds snnuslly towards his fupport ; and
recommend to fuch deftitute churches, and other well difpofed perfons,
as he may vifit, to contribute toward the {ame purpofe as far as may be
¢onvenient for them to do., ' '

15. Query from the Euhaw €hurch—Is it confiftent with gofpel order
for the Baptift churches to commune with Pedo Baptifts who sppear to be
truly pious? Anfwer—If to do fo, muft be underftood as smountingto an ac-
knowledgment ofthe validity of infant baptifm ; of the propriety of admittin
perfons unbaptized to the Lord’s Table, and of having fellowfhip with
them in {o doing; or to an acknowledgment of a power in the church to
alter the order Chrift has eftablithed in it, by adding to, diminiflieg from,
or changing ordinances of his appointment, (one or all of which we are
induced to think are implied in the praiice propofed for confideration)
then we cannot but fay it does not 2ppesr to be confiftent with gofpel or«
der. Thele are obftacles in our way to fuch mixed communion, which
we have not been able hitherto to furmount. Thele form the true reafon
of our objeftiony not want of affetion to our Pedo Baptift brethren s
many of whom we confider not orly as really, but eminently pious, and

_<high in the favor of God; to corataune with whom would, otherwife, be
3.,,pleafant and delightful. '

16, The church at the Upper Fork of Lynch’s.Creek, Queried, whether
a certain perion, whofe charater, by a detsil of circumftances, was placed
in a very unfavorable light, fhould be permitted to preach in our fellow-
thip, or not? Anfwered—If thin gs are juft as reprefented in the account,
conrefled with the query, we think not. But asit appears, on enquiry,
that fome of the leading points which relate to the fa@as ftated, are quel-
tionable, ‘"d_£h° condu& of the chuich in Anfon is confidered as implie
cated, by their admitting faid perfon to memberfhip; therefore, agreed to
Appoint our brethren Woods, Mofeley and Jeremish Lewis, & committee tq
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wifit faid chnrches, and to affift them in the final lettlement of this uns
Ppleafant dufinefs. .

17. Read and approved the letters of correlpondence appointed to be
written : alfo, the petition to the legiflature; which was figned by all the
members. -

18, Agreed that the following queftion be the fubjeét of the Circular
Letter for the next year—¢ How may enthufiaim be ‘diftinguithed from
the influence of the fpirit and grace of God on the heart?”’ Appointed
l brother J. B, Cook to write the lecter,

'+ _19. Agreed to continue the quarterly meetings for prayer for the increafe
of vital religion,

* 20, Agreed, that our next meeting be at Ebenezer, Jeffers’s-Creek, the
Saturday before the firft Lord’s Day in November next; Mr. L Colling
to preach the fermon ; in cafe of failure, Mr. Cato,

21, Collefted the money for printing the minutes, and requefted thg
Moderator to fuperintend the bufinefs, :

Concluded with exhortation and prayer,

.
>

MINUTES of the GENERAL COMMITTEE.

— 9. g ST 3.

1. The following dalegates to the General Committee were prefent, viz,
Dr. Furman, Meflrs, Botsford, Woods, Nixon, Cook, Roberts and
"Thornley. - - Lo :

" 2. Ele&ed Dr, Furman, prefident; Col. Screven, treafurer; Mr, Ro.
berts, fecretary; Meflrs. William and Henry Inglefby, affiftants. Mr,
David Adams was alfo elc&ed afliftant provifionally, in cafe of abfeace from
the ftate of one of the afliftants polfitively elefed, "

3. Refolved, That the Special Committee be authorifed to purchafe a
complete library of diviuity; and that for the future they be ftri& in the
admiffion of candidates for the bounty of the fund, in fixing the time of
their continuance at their ftudies. ' ‘ :

4. Touk account of collcttions made this year for the fund-——Charleiton,
52l 153, 2d.; Euhaw, 28 . 125, 4d.; Welch Neck, gl. 55.; High Hills,

121, 124, 5 Swift Creek, gs. 44. ; Georgetown, 10l.; Congaree, 8l. 123, 4d.3
Waflamfaw, 1l. 12s. 4d.; amocunting in the whole to 1191, gs, 4d.

" State of the Fund as exhibited by the treafurer’s account,

monies and fpecialties, including the Charlefton collec-

tion of 52l, - - - - -~ £58 3 9
Colleftion this year, exclufive of Charlefton, - - 65 3 4
£645 6 "

Expenditure this year, 4ol, 8s. 74, including 131, gs. 5d.
- morg than the {um mentioned in the trealurer’s account, 13 3 5

£632 g @

RICHARD FURMAN, Prefident,
JOHN M, ROBERTS, Secretary,

8TATE
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STATE of thh CHURCHES.

The Ministers names are in capnals, Licensed Preachers in Italics; Churches
: dmmgumhed with an asterisk (*) we had no account trom, their numoers stand
7S they did the last year; Pastors and Messengers to whose names an obellsk
(f) is afhixed, were absent; a dash (—--) denotcs a vucaucy.

~ 3 -.“3 [
g = gl l.:
SIEE 8! 8
eI |= (S b
CHURCHES, .- MESSENGERS.
: RICHARD FURMAN, )
Charleston, William Inglesby, 14 {13 |z s
Euhaw, “JOSEPH B. COOK, 10| 4 s| 153
\ g FRAME WOODS
Welch Neck, Jobn David, = o 2l 22 |2 122
Mount Pleasant,” - EVAN PUGH,t . 12
Coosawhatchie,’ AARON TISON, 2 60
Pipe Creek,® 46
¢ BENJAMIN MOSELEY,
Ibenezcr, iMatt M-Cullers.t 21 2| 49
JOHN M. ROBERTS
High Hills of Sant‘eev, Amos Dubose, ! 4] 11 1 103
Lynch’s Creek,* ' 11
. JOSHUA LEWIS,t Gen.
Cheraw Hill, T. Thomas,t B. David, - 8 11 2 94
WILLIAM BENNETT,+
Beauty Spot, E. Brown, N. Morris, 19| 4 2| 1} 2{ 1| 95
Bethel, Black River,? : , 77
Black %wamp, A. SCOTT,t R. Bostick, 51 106
Lattle Saltcatcher,* _ 96
Upper F. Lynch’s Creek, , C.Ingram, F. Hale,| 115} 7} 1 1] 228
Swift Creek, LEWIS COLLINS, 1 37
Lower F. Lynch's Cteek, ,J. Jordan, J. Jones,| 31 112{ 9 i 45
Rockey River,* , ' 34
¢ CHARLES COOK
Anson County, N. C, zyam” Mo, zan, ! 51 9] 1 1] 67
Great Saltcatcher, y ALY
JEREMIAH LEWIS, 1
Deep Creek, G.Bullard, W.Presswood,| 711 61
Little Pee Dee,* , 26
Enon,* . - 16
Georgetown, EDMUND BOTSFORD, 31
- : DAVID OWEN,T Wright
Gap Way, Wazll, John C'lse,f & 2 1 1 26
Bethesda, JAMES SWEAT, 1 4)
Lane’s Creek, JOHN CATO, 8 % 28
- STEPHEN NIXON,
Congarce, RALPH JONES, Jchn
Morrow, Thomas Jacksou,| 11 121
I.ower Three Runs,? - ) ‘ ' 4 23
Black Creek,* - JAMES COLEMAN,¢ 21
) ROBERT THOMAS,
Three Creel\s_, Bursill Huggins, 1 < 0g
. . , Rebert Thornley,
Wassemsaw, {esq. Thomas Blackman,} 8 , 23
Increase this year, 258. Total 332 (’9_:5;3_17' 24 22ts

;\Tumbe_; of Members in the five chyrches dismissed, 275.



{61
The CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Cuarnrestox Barrist Association, met at the Hieu Hives op
I Santer, the 6th day of November, 1803==T0 the Churches they reprefent,
Jend Chriftian Salutation,

BELOVED BRETHREN,

f

| 7] "HE fcllowing queftion, propofed at our lat annual meeting, forms
the fubjeft of our addrels for the prefent year—¢¢ By what condu&
sre members of churches moit likely to ftrengthen tlie hancs of their mi-
nifters, and co-operate with them in promoting the interefls of vital reli-
gion "' The fubje€t is important, and will, we hope, arreft your atten
tion, We folicit your aid in the noble work cf advancing the holy relis
gion of J:{us Chrift, and would gladly point out to you the moft certain
means of {uccels. To do this, we fhall take a view of the various branches
of chriftian duty, and endeavor to imprefs your minds with their import.
ance, Your minifters, with whom you sre united in this werk, demand
your attenticn ; to them you owe a peculiar duty: they are appointed of
God to lead in this great work, and to devote themfelves whslly to it,
As minifters of Chrift they are holy men, pofl:{ling the fpirit of that reli-
giou they are appointed to inculcate upon others—Men eminent for faith
and patience, for charity and godly zeal, for prudence ard difcretion, for
every grace and virtue—men animzted with a principle of love to Chrilk
and the fouls of men, Their apnointment alfo, as teachers, implies that
they are themfelves taught and are able toteach others, As fhepherds of the
flock, they are, it is 0 be prefumed, poffefled of qualifications and abilis
ties to lead you into truth, and to feed you with knowledge, Fut with
all thele qualifications, which we hope they in fome mealure pofl:i:, and
are ftill endeavouring to improve, they are but men—men of infirmities
and fesble men, who cannot command fuccefs, You then are not to be,
idle (pettators and leave your minilters to labour alone. What may be
your treatment of them, cannot be a matter of indifference; to fecure
their greatelt ulzfulnels, a certain line of condu@ towards them is incuma
bent on you, Thei- influence is to be preferved, otherwile their ufefulnefls
is left. To preferve their influence, as far as it depends on you, tenderly
regard their charalters, The charalter of every good man is dear to him,
and ought never to be flandered. With what delicacy then, fhould we
treat that of a minifler; and how ..refully fhould we refrzin, not only from
every thing which may flander, bui which may, either direétly or indf-
rettly, le{len that repuiation on which not only the deareft happine(s of
an individual, but in fome degree that of a whole community, depends.
The izl U7 L. -l 5wt geymit en enumeration of the various
means by which the charalter of your minifter may be injured, but yourown
prudence will {ee and avoid them; and your own folicitude that his cha-
rafter fhould be fuir and honorable, will fuggeft to you many prudent
expedients to wreft it from theabule of others. Feel for the caufe of God
and you will then feel for the reputation of your miniflers. You may.
leflen your minifter’s influence by the want of a proper regard, not cnly.
to their moral, but to their minifterial charaler: unjuftly depreciating
their abilitics and making illiberal remsrks ca their performances, will
greatly injure their irfluence. It is laudable to compare the dofrines de-
livered by your minifters with the facred {criptures, and to judge f,;rlycurs,
' elvey

3
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felves refpelling the truth of them; but is there not fome delicacy to be
ufed in exprefling your obieftion to their dolrines, or your dilapproba.
tion of their perfcrmances? Inftead of retarding the work by coutinual
and fevere remarks upon the labours of ycur minifters, wculd yeu not do
well to remember that no human worksare peifeft, and that you, in forma
ing to vourlelves a {landard of excdlence, are fubje& to deception and
error. Let tlien {oibearance be exercifed ; recolle&ing alfo that circuma
ftances are nuwmerotis, which lead mankind to feel, think 2nd judge dif-
ferently, Yeou will aft a more liber:l, a more confiftent and a more uleful
part, by uniting with your minifters; and as {uitable opportupitics may
coffer, by endeavouring to imprefs the minds of your families, frizrds and
neighbours with the excellency of thole truths which they may from time
to time deliver unto you. Dwell more upon their good and wholefome
inftruétions, their fervent and pious exlicitations, than upon their errors
and failings, and you wiil firengthen their influence and «{lift their labours,
Circumftances may occur in which it may be proper to notice the deficia
encies in the performances of your minifters; but in thofe inftances pru.
dence and dilcretion are to be ufed, A free and affetionate converfation
with your minifters themfelves upon the uniatisfaftory parts of their pera
formances, would be of mutual advantage. TFailings, to which your mia
nifters are liable in common with all mankind, and which may be called
infirmities, are to be borne with tenderne(s, and fhould never be {ubj=& to
{evere cenfure or ridicule, A contrary conduft would not canly be une
genercus, but would leflen the refpet for their charaler and injure their
ufefulnefs, Let your general deportment towards them be refpeftful and
becoming the dignity, not of their perfons, they are earthen vefltls, but
of their office ; of the truft committed untothem, Live withthem in Jove,
efteeming them highly for their work’s {ake, and ycu will comfert their
hearts, ftrengthen their hands, encourage thiem to enter with more cheers
fulnefs and {pirit upon their labours, and open to them s fairer preipelt of
fuccels, Be ever ready ind defirous to enter into free and atfeétionate cone
verfation with ycur minifters upon the fpiritual ftate of your own {ouls;
on the duties f the chrifiian, and the precepts and dofirines of the grfe
pel.  Great would be the advantage vital religion would derive from a fuch
well iinproved intimacy between misiflers and their people., Knowirg
your views and feclings, they would more fuccelsfully communicate to
you inflruftions, :nd you, with ycur minilters, be mutually animated in the
work of God. Refleft upon the effells of a contrary conduét, Confider
the dilcouragement and cGifficuliies your minifters muft feel, and the dark«
nels and coidnz{s in which you muft remain, if no opporiunitics for fpis
rituz2i converfation with them are improved. I« not the want of this free
converfe with them on {niritual things, one great fource of thofe complaints
which you have often made refpefling yeur lifelefs ftate; and ore not mi-
nifters and people, in this refpeft, verily guilty ? May your lips be teuched
as wi'h a live coal from the altar, and your tongues become the pen of s
ready writer; and at the clofe of ycur interviews with your miniitsr, may
ycu be able to fay, did not cur hearts burn withio us when we communia
cated our thoughts and feelings to him, and he expounded unto us the
feriptures!

To pray for your miniflers, is aduty incumbent on ycu, ¢ Brethiren,’”
fzys the apoftle, ¢ pray for us,”” That they hive the prayers of the fouls
committed to their chorge is an animating coafideration to your minifters ;
and cannot fail to attach them to you moic tendeily, Provide
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Provide for your minifters o comfortable fupport. They ire to be in:
ftant in feafon and out of leafon; to be wholly occupied in the various
“duties of their office : fludying, meditating, reading, preaching, praying,
exhorting and vifiiing their flocks, in fis kuefs ard health, Thefe are las
bours in whicli your minifters are to be continually engaged; but theiz
temporal fupport God has made vour care, If their time and attention are
occupied and embarraffed with making provifion for their cwn 2..d their
families fupport, it will be impc{lible f: r them to prevent the caufe of God
from fuffering among you. Hure you wuft firengthen their bands and
encourage them in their work, by delivering them, as much as poflible,
frem the perplexing cares of the world ; thus manifefting your willingueds
to bear your fhare of the burden,  Has the co:.du& of any of you been
differeat from this; and if fo, have your minifters felt no difficulties,
and vital religion futlfsred no injury ? Let experience impartialiy decide,—
Surely they have. Brethren, thefe things ought not fo to be ; the facred
caufe of Chrift demands from you every {fupport, Unite with your minifs
ters, and if they are willing to devote their time and [trength to the work,
do uot prevent them by denyingthem a comfortable {ubfiftence,

From the faithful difcharge of the duties we have already enumerated .
incumbent on you, your minifters will derive peculizr aid in their work ,
but your general conduél, as well as the treatment of vour minifters, will
cither ftrengthen or wezken their hands, as fuch condutt either {upports
or wounds the caule of God. Y .ur exemplary and holy lives will add
force and energy tothe truths deiivered by your mirnifters, Live then
that religion which you would wiih r:commenied to others; mzinain a
holy communion with God, and kerp alive the fpirit of religion, L-t
your fouls be animated with the contemplation of the gloricus charalter of
G.d, aad the glory and grandeur of Chuifi’s kingdom, bothin this and the
future world. But remember, religion does not confift in contemplation
cnly,  The duties inculcated in the B:ble, are moftly of the alive kind 3
and {uch ds can be performed only by men in a ftate of fociety., The fruit
of the {pirity, not the flights of che imagination, mark the Chriftizn and
diftinguifh bim from the chiliren of the wicked, Be careful to have your
intercour{e with the world free from cenfure, zad recolleét that he who is
uajuft to man, 1s unjult to God.  The enemirs of religion will juftly ridi-
cule your profefiicn of a change of -heait, if it be not conneéted with a
change of conduct, They will fay ycur converfion is a deception, your
devotion mackery, and your faiih no better than that of devils. Your
ruinifters will labour in vain to convince others of the neceflity of being
horn again, if you fh~uld be fou. d of an uiforgiving t:mper and con-
dudt, cenforious, backbiting, peflionace, impatient, indolent, covetous
or {enlual, They will never believe that rehgion to be of God which
does net benefit maskind by f(ofterivg ard impreviug the mird, and by
tuppr: fling thole puflions whi h are d-flruflive «f domeftic and public

- U . . . - - -
lopcicels, Viewing the works of G dand his providences, and being

itruck with that gft(,ﬁxle{k' which he has dilplayed in thele operations, they
“aiily lock for the fame difpiay in the effeéts of a religion which claims
oA forits author,  They will never belizve that religion ta be of God,
whicli is connefled with a cherafler the reveife of bis own., To aniwer
the expeftations of thole who realon j-ft v, and filence the clamors raifed
Ly the eneniies of religion, your miuifters will libour in vain without the
siiifltance of your truly chriftian lives and coadult, Be then the tendery
' alfeClionate
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#f-Qionate companion, not the peevith, paflionate and cruel ; be the faith-
ful parent and the dutiful child; the peaceable, the fair, the punfual and
the upright man in all your commerce with the world; and the fincere,

ious chriftian in all the duties of religion. ULive in peace among your-
}:lvcs, and you will comfort and fupport the wcart of thofe who watch for

our fouls as thofe whomuft give an account. This will be their language
=~¢¢ Behold ye the people of our charge; and learn how good and plea-
fant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.”” Union peculiarly cha-
ralterifes the kingdom of Chrift, aad is eflential to its beauty, firength and
happine(s, Deftitute of union and peace among yourfelves, you are not
fubjefls of the king of peace, and are not co-operating with his miniftess,
Figure to yourfelves how harrowed up muft be the feelings of a minifter,
how blaRed his ftrength, and how accumulated his difficulties, who lives
in the midft of a divided and contentious people. Do they co-operate
with him in advancing vital religion in the world ? The {pirit of contene
tion is death to vital religion, and will ever be fatal to the moft powerful
exertions of your minifters. Let then the olive branch of peace ever be
green and flourithing among you. The injury which the caufe of Chrift
fuftains, from the negleft of gofpel inftitutions, or from the carelefs atten
tion to them of thofe who profels to be the children of God, particularly
to public woifhip, is often great, and being fenfibly feen and felt by the
minift:rs of Chrift, embarraffes them with peculiar difficulties. This in-
ftitution is well calculated to awaken an attention to religion, and to {pread
its happy influence among mankind. Well worthy of remembrance is the
injurtion of the apoftle—¢ Forfake not the aflembling of yourfelves to-
gether,”” He who negleéls this duty, or is carelefs in the performange of
it, muft be deftitute of a proper regard to the feelings of his minifterand
to the real interefts of religion. The evil is contagious; the example &f
one man has influence on another, and a regular attendance on public
worfhip -becomes unfafthionable; your minifter is deferted, and his heart
and ftrength fail him. To ftrengthen then his hands and to aid him ia
the work, go with him to the houfe of God, and animate him and your
friends by your prefence, .

In your families, much may be and n:uch ought to be done, which
would be of general and important advantage to genuine chriftianity, snd
greatly facilitate the work of the miniftry, Here in your families the
foundation of all that is good and praife-worthy is to be laid ; and God has
made this work the duty of parents. Impreflions of picty may be early
fixed on the minds of children, and more readily by the parents than by
minifters themfelves,  Thefe impreflions, received from their parents,
prepare their minds to receive impreflions from the preaching of the gof-
pel; and being made in early youth, they generally abide with them, and
dire@ and influence their conduft through life, Where this duty is ne-
glefted by parents, the work of the minifter is arduous, his profpe& of
{uccels moft difcouraging, Difficult, indeed, will it be for him to fix the
attention of the young to the ferious duties of religion, when their minds
receive no pinus inftrutions at home. Numerous are the evils, extenfive
and lafting, which vital religion f{uffers from the negle& of thisduty; bue
time will not permit us to trace them through their varwranchcs.

Your own experience muft have brought many of them to y iew ; and

you muft bave often mourped for the negl& both of fami igion and

Pious education of children, Iave you not often grieved for mil;:ﬁfz"’
‘ B. who
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whofe unremitted exertions to form pious and lerious habits in the minds
of youth, have been rendered fruitlefs by the want of fupport and encou.
ragement from pious parents? Let it not be faid of you, grcthren, who are
parents, that you have deferted your minifters in this-difficult and import-
ant part of their work., Every tender, every affe@iopate, every powerful
confideration, unites to awaken and fix your attention to this duty; and
to fill you with fhame and remorfe for the negle& of any means for in«
forming the minds of your tender offspring, for attachingthem to thedoc.
trines of the golpel and to the praftice of true virtue. To fecond then,
the exertions of your minifters and to encourage them in'the work, you
muft maintain religion in your families, and teach it to your children and
domeftics, both by precept and example,

The few oblervations which we have made upon the fubje&t, and which
we muft now clofe, we hope will receive fiom you that attention which
their importance demands. The promotion of religion in the world, is,
of all others, the moft interefting objeét to a benevolent mind, being the
moft intimately connefled with the happinefs of mankind and the future
glory of Chrift. What vigorous exertions then ought to be ufed, both by
minifters and people, to promote the interefts of the Redeemer’s kingdom ;
and what folicitude fhould we fezl to .now whether we are ufing the moft
fuccelsful means toaccomplifh it.  Guilt, it isto be feared, has, in a greater
or le(s degree, been incurred by us all. 'We have been wanting in that
noble ardor which the religion of Chrift demands; but it is time now for
us to awake and rife from the dezd. The voice of our Redeemer is heard
indiiferent partsand through extenfiveregionsof ourland. He haslifted up his
fiandard againft the enemy, when coming in like a flood, and theufands
are flocking to it. Let us unite with them, engaging with refolution and
perf:verance in the contefi—manifefting, by our holy lives and godly con.
verfation, that we are in truth enlifted under the banners of Jefus. Mani.
feit, brethren, to your minifters by your faithful conduft, that you will not
deflert them in their noble oppofition againtl error, fin and Satan. Zeal-
cufly engage with them in all becoming meafures to promote the faving
knowledge of the Redeemer, and the confequent friits of holinefs; and
may your united efforts be crowned with abundant {uccefs in the complete
triumph of truth, holinefs, peace and love.

Our interview has been attended with much harmony and brotehrly af-
feflion. We truft (ome tokens of (pecial favor from our God and Re-
deemer have been afforded us. It becomes us to acknowledge, with pro.
foundeft gratitude and admiration, our obligation to divine goodnels and
mercy, for the great revival in religion before mentioned, with which
God has been pleafed, in the prelent day, to blefs his people in thele
fouthern ftates of America: and, efpecially, as he has gracioufly afforded
this ineftimable bleiling to fome of the churches in our connexion, Let
our hearts glow with gratitude and love to the great author ; and let both
our lips and lives praife him ! Let your fervent prayers alfo, dear brethren,
continually afcend to the throne of grace that the blefling may greatly in-
creale, and wontinue with us in its happy effels,

Finally, we conclude in the language of infpiration—¢¢ Live in love
and peac nd the God of love and peace fhall be with you.”

Wiﬂx"u the beft of bleffings, and requefting an interzit in your
prayers, remain, beloved brethren, vour’s affe@ionately in gofpel
bonds, RICHARD FURMAN, Moderator,

JOSEPH B, CQOK, Cicrk.



