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MINUTES

\ ’ OF THE . .

CHARLESTON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,
Cuvmd at the Ev uAW, November 8, 1804.

8 'THE two firft days were employed in publlc worﬂup Two fermons were

preached ou Saturday; and,: on the Sabbath, the fame number, accome-
panlcd with the adminiftration of Baptifm, and the Lord’s. Supper. Eight perfons
were baptized; fome, we have reafon to believe, réceived conva&.lon, acd many,
edification..

2. On Monday, at 1t o'clock, A. M. the Affociation Sermon was delirered by
Rev. Dr. Furma#, from Matthew, xxvili. 20. “ And lbo! I am with you always, even
20 the end of the world”

3. Letters from nine Chitrches were read, and the names of Delegates, wnh
the ftate of each Church minuted.

4. Dr. Furman was chofen Moderator, and Rev. ]ohn M Roberts, Clerk.

5. Received and read letters and minutes from corre{ponding affociations.—
From the Philadelphia, minutes of the laft year.—From the Warren, a lctter.and
minutes of the prefent.——From the Bcthel, a letter by their meflengers, Eev.
Meffrs. Samuel Fccles and Samuel M<Creary.* who were cordially received.—
From the Neufe, a letter and minutes of the laft year.—trom the Georgia, Heph-~
zibah, and Sandy-Creek, no accounts.—Froni the Savannah, a letter and minutes,
by their highly c{lteemed meflenger, the Rev. Jofeph Clay, who was reccived in
the moft cordial manner. Rev. Jofeph Cook, now Paftor of the newly formed
Church, at Beaufort, was alfo invited to a feat.

6. Read and approved the Circular Letter, prepared by Dr Furman

7- The following brethren were appointed to write to correfponding affociations
—~Clay ta the P’hiladelphia ; Raberts to the Wagrenj Cook to #he Bethel; Fur-
man to the Savannah; Eccles to the Georgia; Nixon to the Hephzibah, Tifon to
the Neufe; and Dubofe to the Sandy-Creek. Alfo appointed the following breth-
ren meﬁ'engers—Robcrts to the Bethe!l; Dubofe to the Georgia; M:Cullers to the
Hephzibah; Cook and Tifon to the bavannah

8. In confequence of a letter rccelved from Rev. Mr. Putman, took into confi-
dzration the cafe of Mr, Price, and refolvcd to advife the Congaree Church to
exclude him, 1mmedmtel¥ from their union; and to warn'the public agaiaft him,

as a perfon whofe preaching fhould not be encouraged

9. Determined to requeft Rev. John Rooker to continue preaching to the Ca«
tawba Iodians; and to authorife the Special Committee of the Churches to
continue their.fuperintendance of this bufinefs.

10. The Afluciation obferve, ‘'with concern, that though feveral Chiurches have
contributed toward the Miffionary Scheme, very few have colleted for that of the
Education Fund~-and therefore agree, to remind the Churches, that it was never
their defign nor apprehenfion, that the inftitution of the former fhould occafion
a negle& of the highly important and intereftii -~ defign of the laft mentioned.

£1. On report of the Committee, appointed laft year to enquire inio the flate
of the Church at Mount Pleafant, agreed, that the faid Church be confidered
as diflolved.

X2. R<folved, That the LittleSaltcatcher Church be confidered as no longer 2 mem-
ber of this Body.

13. Query from the Church at Waflamfaw: How ought a Cl.urch to proceed
in the cafe of a perfon among them, and applying for memberfhip, who has been
excommunicated from a Sifter Church, but now appears penitent ; and the Church
of which the perfon was a member, through divifion or weaknefs, does not fup-
port regular difcipline? Anfwer. We think the Church, in fuch a cafe, would
be juftifiable in receiving the perfon to memberfhip, on his exhibiting ‘proper
evidence of true repentance; they, at the fame time, holding themfelves read
to give fatisfaction to the Sifter Thurch on the fubje@, whenever that Churcg
fhall have recoveied its proper flate for exercifiug the Gofpel Difcipline. But

. * This Affociation <will mety ncxt yesr, ab Cambridge, the Saturdsy before the firff
Sunday in Q¢leb-r,
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t earc fhonld be taken to afcertain, in the firft inflance, that the Sifter Clutely
is in theGituation alledged; and to be fully informed of what had becr charged
againft the excommunicated perfoa. X . _

14. Refolwed unsmiszoufly, That this Aflociation will unite, with their féllow-citi~
wens, in the petition tu the Legiflature of this State, for an a& to abolith the
bloody practice of duelling, and that the Muderator and Clerk fign faid petition,
officially, in behalf of ihe whole Body.

~ 15. Appointed Rew. Mefirs. Meofeley, Woods, and Celeman, 2 Committee, tq
vifit the Church at the Lower Fork of iyncii's-Creek, to affilt them in regulating
the affairs of the Church.

_16. The Affociation agree, {lill to fapport the quarterly meetings, for prayer,
i concert with their Chriftian brethren, of various denominatiens; and recom-
mend to the Churches, that they thew a becoming attention and zea! to the im-
portant object. The days aic, the firlt Tucidays of Junuary, April, July, and
O&ober.

17. Read and approved the letters te correfpouding aflocintions.

18. Appointed the next meeting of Affociation, at the Seat of the Church, on
the Congaree, the Satirday before the fuft Sebbath in November next; Rew..
Jobhn Cato to preach the Sermon, and, in cafe of failure, Rev. Benjarzin Mofcley.

19. Appointed Rev. Frame Woods to write the Circular Letter on the {ollowing
fubjet— How may we dnow the will of God, by the difpenfations of Bis' Providence?

- 20. Collefted the money for printing the minutes, and requefted the Moderatoy
to fuperintend their printing and diftribution.
Goncludsd uiith Exbertation and Prayer,

e P — _

MINUTES of the GENERAL COMMITTEE.

e Y. The following delegates appeared: Furman, Roberts, Mixon, Thornley, an&
annon.

2. Elected Dr. Furman, prefident; Mr. Roberts, fecretary; Mr. William Ingleft
by, treafurer; Meflrs. Henry Inglefby and David Adams, affiftants.

3. On application of Rev. Mr. Moleley, Refeford, To continue affiftance to Mr,
Courtney for fix months longer, or to a further perivd, thould it appear neceflary
and proper. This, and other contingencics, were committed, as for feveral ycars
paft, to the care of the Special Committce.

4. God, in his fovereign, holy Providence, having, in the courfe of the prefemt
year, taken to the world of fpirits, the late Col. Thomas Screven, who had bell
the office of Treafurer to this Corporation, fromrits firft inflitution, and difcharge
ed the duties of his office with difinterefted and perfevering fidelity, to the time of
his death—Therefore, this Committee think it a duty incumbent on them, to tefir
fify their refpet for his memory, their cordial approbation of his charater and
condu®; and the fympathy they feel with his bereaved family, his numerous
friends, and the Churclizs of Chrift, in their forrow for the lofs of fo excellent a
man, who did honour to his Chriftian profeffion, by 2 life of eminent picty and
extenfive ufefulnefs.

5. Took account of the money collected for the Education and Mifflonary Punds,
when it appeared, that Charlefton bad contributed, for the Education Fund, 48k
for the Miflionary, 131 dolls. Rbenezer, E.F. 18s. 8d. M. F. 6 dolls. High Fhills,
E.F. 8l 17s. 4d. M. F.20 dolls. Georgetown, E. F. 11l 45. Congaree, E. 7. 2l
13s. 8d. M. F. 10 dolls. Swift-C'reck, M. F. 11 dolls, Waflamfaw, E. F. 2. 6s. 84,
M.F. 7 dolls. 50Cts. Wateree-Creck, M. F. 20 dolls. Making, in the whole,
74l. 0. 4d. for the Education Fund, and 30§ dolls. 5o Cts. for the Miffionary.

The whole amount of the Funds, by a fummary calculation, is as follows :—The
Bducation Fund, 7471 11s. 7d.~Expenditure, for the prefent and laft year, not be=
fore brought into view; but not affe@ting the fum ftated above, 82l 18s. 34.

Of the Miffionary Fund, remains 130 dolls. 93 Cts. 368 dolls. having been ex-
pended in payiag the falary of Wir. Rooker, for two years, and in furnithing
books, &e. for the Indians, RICHARD FURMAN, Prefudent,

November 6, 1804, : JOHN M. ROBERTS, Secrcery.
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STATE of the CHURCHES.
“The Minifters’ mames are in capitals; Licenfed Preachers in Italics; .Churches

diftinguithed with an afterilk (*) we had no accouats from, and their numbers

ftand as they did la‘ﬂb‘yczr; Paftors and Mefengers, to whofe names an obelitk
is affixed (1) were ablent; a dafh (——) doaotes & vacaucy.

3 -
- : 1N v e
§ NS $13. ii
S HEIHRHL
R 21 K81
CuURCKES, MinisTers & Mrsszngzas. ‘ . i
RICHARD FURMAN, ‘
Charlefton, William Ingletby 26 1 6| 308
David Adams. '
' ‘S AARON TISON,
Euhaw, Jonathan Witter. 3 [R54 . 1| Ga
Welch Neck,® FRAME WOODS4 126
Boencser JefeeCrock, Jmant Canson | 4% 4 | ]| %
. . ' . TS
High Hills Santae, -X)legs %Ul;%ggk ’ I, 2 1 1| 109
Lynch’s-Creek,* . " —— ] 1§ 1
Cheraw Hill,* JOSHUA LEWISH 129
Beauty Spot,* WILLIAM BENNET.§ . 134
Bethel, Black River,* . : . 77
Upper F. Lynch's-Creek,* Jobn Cato.f 279
Swift-Creek, LEWIS COLLINS.$ 17 3| 3 al $$
Lower F. Lynch’s-Creek,* — . ' 4%
Rocky River,” —— 4 46
Anfen County,* CHARLES COOK4 87
Great Saltcaicher,® —_— 26
cep-€reck,* JEREMIAH LEWIS§ ] gg
Little Pedee,*  ————— 1
Enon,* — 3t
Georgetown, EDMUND BOSTFORD4 | 2 b 3] 33
Gap-Way,* DAVID OWLEN{ -
d-ane’s-Creek,* e 3
Convaree. STEPHEN NIXON, .
Longaree, William Pawling. 3 | ¥ | tow
AMES COLEMAN, .
_Black-?reek, 'I&Iexander Fountain, Tyl 7 9. | 3] 126
Jhree-Creeks,® " ROBERT THOMAS4 4$
- MATTHEW M CUL-
Waflamfaw, iL{I_-ZRS,# Robert Thornley, | 13 3| S|t 64
. Elg.
Waterce-Creck, f:t?ljiﬂ{?lg,ffg. Samuel 34 3 3| 103
Decreafe this year, chjefly by difmiffion, 8. Total, zo0gj20lz82{t1l 3|16l226¢

Tue CIRCULAR LETTER.

¥%¢ CuarLEsTON BaPTIST AssochTxou effembied at the Eubaw, the 34 day of N
veumber, 1804—to the Clurches they reprefcut, fead chriflion faluiation.

BELOVED BRETHREN,

THE queftion before us, «“ By wbat means may & Chriflien fecure to bis oron Sen)
the Confulations of pure Religion, rife o real eminence in the Chrifian CharaBler, and
become moft ufeful in the caufe of God 7 embraces impartant obje@s which muft ever
be dear 10 a child of God. ‘They are effential to his ewn true happinels, the heft
dutergfts of his fcllow-creatures, and the honour of his Redécmer. The beft
means for astaining them, therefore, fhould be carefully fought out, well undcr-
fteoe, amd faithfully improved. The whol¢inquiry may be confidered as includ-

—
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ed in one grand fubje®t—growth in grace : and fuch a2 growth as correfponds

with our beft abilities, opportunines, and privileges. For this improvement in
the divine life, we are dependent on the grace of Chrift, aud the influence of the

Holv Spirit ; bur yet we mull be active under that influence, and ufe with dili-

genee the means God has appointed to attain the propofed ends ; according to

that meinoyahle exhortation of St. Paul—* Work cut your own falvation with

fdar and trembling : for it is God who worketh in you, both to will and to do, of

Lis good pleafure.”

Growth in grace is promoted by the exercife of grace; and the exercife of one

grace has 2 happy influence on that.of another: thus faith promoces hope, joy,
and love ; and love encreafes fidelity and zeal; humility promeies meeknefs, pa-
tience, gratutude, and finceritv; and ﬁncenty, peace and fortitude ; repentance
promotes felf-denial; felf-denial, temperance, watchfulnefs, and a fpmmal frame
of mind ; and fpmmal—mmdednefs has a favourable' influence on cvery other
grace,
' But, returnmn to the queiiion, as it is ftated im our minutes, we fhall ob{erve,
that it applies, ﬂn&?y, to the ftite and charafter, not of the merely nHominal, but
of the real Chriftian: and that ‘while it fuppofes fuch an ope-is Dot a ftran"cr te
the confolations of God, nor wholly deftitute of the ather attainments meutioned
pn the enquiry, it fuppofes aifo,-that, frem certain caufes, he may live below hu
privileges; and fail to attain that excellence of charaéter, and ‘ufefulnefs in life,
which m‘zht be rationally expe(ted of one laid under his great Obhgatlons, and
pollefling his fuperior advaniages.

Happy would it be for the Chriftian Church and for profe(ing indi..luals, if

this failure were en/y 3 fuppofition; but, alas! how many efifting inftances of it
mreto be found? Mow: many of us have reafon to lamem, that we come fo very
far thort of what we bught to be, to attain, and to perform?
* This enquiry is not inftituted under an apprehenfion that .the Word of God is
deficient in its inftructions, on this inportaat fubject. Far from it.—"T'hofe facied,
living oracles, are replete with mformation; are admirably adapted to make the
Man of God perfect, thoroughly furnithed unto every good wark, and to affurd
him abundant confolation thréugh grace.

Our work, in handling this fubje, therefore, is on]y to bringinto a c!ear, con-~
cifc view, what the fcriptures, in rich variety, exhibit of it- more at large; and
to confider the trath of that exhibition, as confirmed by obfervation #nd experi=
euce. Should we be able to perforin th*s fervice aright, we arc not without
thopes that it may be ufeful in the had of God, to afford confolatioh to mourners;
_conviction and quickening to the fupine; and animation to thofe gencrous fouls,
who have entered their Cnriftian courfe with rjght views, and a becoming fpirit.

To the firlt part of thé gueftion, « How may a Ghriftian fecure to his own foul
the confolations of true religion 7 We rcply-——by well underftanding. and prac-
tic A}y, inproving, the great and precious truths of the Gofpel, refpeing Jefus

Curitt and his falvation. Amanﬂ thefe, we parucular]y notice:

' Firf, The all-fufliciency of the Saviour’s me: it, inchuding the fuitablenefs of his
mediatorial character and office; the perfcdlon of that righteoulnefs be has
wroyght out for us, in obedienice to the divine law: 2nd the fulnels of that fatiy-
faction he has rendered to its penal demands, by fuflering the punifhimeut due to
fin, whereby he has miade 2 complet: atonement for his redcemed.

Sccondly, "That finners; even the vite®t of finners, who come ro Jefus Chrift, by
repentance and fiith in him, may, and wil!, be pardoned, accepred, and faved,
to the glory of God; and that his glory 1s more advanced, in their falvation, on

this plan of golpel grace, than it would be in their cuudc'nuatiun, according to
the feverity of Lhe divine law. .

‘Thirdly, 'That thic grace of cur Rr.dcamrr is "1 ce to all that come to God by him;
that his willingnafs to fave is cqual to his power; that God is in Chrift, reconc:lng
finners to himfe; 3 and that, “ 1t is the will of the Fnaer, thar whofucver believ-
ed on the fon, ﬂwuld not perifh, but havaererual hife.” K

Tenrl Iy, ‘That a fenfe of. great unworthinefs, of the corruption of nature, and
of accumuiated guilt; or a want of tha: tendernefs of heart, and other right af
feltions, which appear to be proper to the charadter of a penitent aud beluevér,
are not faflicirnt. objections to a foul's believing in Chrift, and relying on
hpn with confidence tor falvation, if tihefe eviis are lamented; finrce Chrift is the
phyvhcian of fouls as well as their Redeemer: and that, as in the tirft inftance, we
are atcep cd through bis interceflion, uet for our ewn, but his r:h-xtyouh.t[s
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which is imputed to all thofe who believe in bim : fo, in the fecond, we are b
expet holinefs, both in heart and life, as the confequence, or fruit of faith’; not
as its forernnner, or procuring caufe. o e o ’
Fifthly, Another confolatory truth of the gofpel, to be particularly regarded, is,
that with which St. Paul was fupported in thé kour of Temptation—The fuflici-
ency of grace, forall thefe who truly rely on'it. 'Gréat, indeed, and ‘precious 1
the import of that fentence, “ My grace is fufficient for thee.” It is th e decke
ration of infinite goodnefs and fercy: and (containing the' force of a promife)
pledges the faithlulnefs, pewer, and.love, of the unchangeable, 'ctelfnal God, fot
the perfeverance, and final falvation e his believing pevple.  As'God, in the co-
venant of his grace, engages all his divinc perfeCtions to:make his faints bdppy;
and as the love, compaflion, and fympathy of the adorablé Medrator, are fecured
to themn by the fame covenant, together with pardon by his blosd, jullifitatian by
his righiteoufmefs, and accels to God through his interceflion; fo, likewife, are fe-
¢ured the enlightening: quickening, fanétifying, Tupporting, and ‘comforting in-
fluences of the Holy Spirit: of all which 'we are affured, in the gracious de-
claration we have quoted, and'in other declarations and promifes of the gofpel.
Thefe divine influences, afforded to the children of God, whiis pafling through
this vale of tears, are defigned to be, in them, as a fountain of living water, [pring-
ing up into everlafting life,- - ' DR R 1
But it {s not a {pecalative notion of thefe truths, floating in the head, however
corrcét, that will afford the confolations of true religion to the foul : their vital
influence muft reach the heart, andithere abide, governing the thoughts, confcience,
will, and affcGions. -Correct ideas ahd fentiments in religion, are, mdged, of great
importance; but, unlefs they influence the heart, fo as to produce the fruits of
love and holy obedience, our knowledge wilk-be only of the kidd that pufeth up 5
our faith will be dead; and we thall be, altogether, as founding brafs, or a tinck-
ling fymbal; even though we could fpeak on divine fubjeds with the tongues 6f
mer and of Angels. ST T e
We muft not, thercfore, content ourfclves with Enowing what faith is, nor with
fettling the critical definition of it; but be caretd to ad faith, by giving gofpel
truths a cordia! reception in our mmds; by combating our finful doubts and dif<
couragements; by endeavouring ferioufly to perform thofe duties which make us
feel the need - of ‘faith; by living nnder impreflions of the prefence and infinite
perfe@®ions of the invifible God ; by looking unto Jeius as our- all-fufficient, gra~
cious redeemer; ard by trufting our everlafting aLc to his faithful earei’: The fame
may be faid, in effect, of other grices. - e el L
' To poflefs the confolations which come from God, we muft walk humbly in his
prefence, and afpire to the high enjoyment of commusiaon with him; deny our=
felves daily ; keep our eyes directed fingly to the glory of God as our grand object
and end ; Thun the appearance of evil, as well as the reality of it ;‘and -attend to
the difcipline of the heart, keeping it with all diligence, ' In performing religious
fervices, fec that vour motive and end, as weil as the mutter of your duty, be
right. Guard agaiaft thiat grieving of the Holy Spirit, of which you aie fo' par=
ticularly warned in'the word of Gody and live himbly dependent an his gracious
aid. Be ferious, regular. and fervent in prayer; and in the ufe of all the appointed
"means of grace, whether'of a morc common or fnecial nature. Cherith the mofk
pure angd generous fentiments rowards your fellow-creatures ; and exercife a haly
zeal for the honour of your God. "Vhus endeavour to keep a confcience void of
olfence toward God, and toward men. -~ - 2 o RN ‘
In anfwering the firft part of the inquiry, we have gone far into a folution of
the two remaining parts : for it we potlefls the confolations of God; it maft be
in a ftate of conformity to him; iu the vfe of tiole means whiclr he has ap-
pointed, and in the excereife of the grace which he beftows.  Fhefe will certainly -
fecure to a perton cxcellency of character; and ufefulrefs of life. Here the foun-
dation of trie ho:onr, happinefs, and ulefulnefz, is laid, and confiderable advan-
ces are made toward foraming the tuperfiruture ; but for ‘the completion of the
Iatter, mare rémains to be-contfideted mid performed.-. e
Rexd eminence in the Chrifhan Charuacter ‘coufifis, in onr enjoying that honour
which cometh from God ouly 5 in our pailelling the qnalificatisns which beft it
tis for serving and glorifying him; and 1u eur faithfelly ufing thole qualifications
Sor thele imnortint ends. © e . v
The Ao parvcualar we ﬁ);kuﬂ'nt’ﬂl;(}n uncer this head, is devotednefs to Code
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Que charader is then traly bonourable, when, according 4o the example of ouy
Pivine Lord, it is our meat and drink to do the Will of God our hea\cnly Father; H
aud when, while others care for their ewn, we care for the things whici are
Jefus Chrift’s.. But here we mudt be careful, that we do not run into enthutiaim,
oitentation, and ﬁ.ltanghmoufurfs, nor into a.negledt of common aud necet.ary
duties, undec the idea or performing fomething extraordinary. Tou often wild,
extravagant ideas are enieriamned, aud correlpoudent meafures purfued, on a fup-
pofition that they are didtated by the dpirit of God, aud are reqmﬁtc for the
divine glory ; when they are, in fadt, com: irary to the letter ang fpurt of the Holy
Scriptures, which declare the mind of God,  As, frequently, the moft certain and
neceflary dutics, bath perfonal and relatwc, are negleCed ; and other things at-
gempted for which the perfon has no fuitable qualitications, nog apparent c.il of
Poovidace. The miltake which occalivns fo great an error in a perfon's pradtice,
gud choice of mcaus, will generaily aperate tarther, n pruducmg a wrony judg-
~@mient on his own attainments and performances, with a felf-iignteous, Vam—glurl-
oys ipirit ; which is ready in a thouland ways to manifelt itfelf by words, gftu: e,
and the manner of performing altions ; ull of wwhich feem to ijcak the language
af jehu, “ Come jee my zeal for the Lord I
" T'o our zeal, therefore, we mufl add, _/l-.omi.y, wifdom, ;nuwicdge, prudence.
and humility : wifdom wmuft form our plaus, and duwe® our puriifis in tiiogs
divine, aud where our chief interefls are concerned, by the ugerring word of God ;
prudcucc, dire&@ our temporal concerns 3 kuowled ¢, cxpana oui 1deas. a’d lnu.g
W 10to a jull acquaintauce with its various funjc.cl:,, whether natural or moral,
Bownan or diwvine; and humility, form ous mind: to mmmh . mecknzfs, and gen-
glenefs, toward men, and to reverence,obedienge, aud g atitde tovard our God.
Rafh confidence fhould be care! fully avgiced. The prej dices of cut nature, formuing
unreafonable parualities. or dlﬂ,\kes, toward men, or taings, muit be carctull
- fought out, and when dilcovered, utterly abandoned. 1o acquire kuowledge, 2
careful, di”’ gent ufe muft be made of the moft proper means. Ou this fubje@ the
‘following rules witl be ufeful :

Read the beft beoks ; converfe, as you hav,e opportunity, with the wifeft angd
belt men ; bear the moft pious, well-infermed, and faithiul preacis .crs,  Lay your-
felf open to information : - Be willing to have your errors in ientiment and prac-
tice correfled; and hearken to'the langnage and evidence of truth, t-ugh they
may make agamﬂ: your preconceived opinions. Avoid {Cif conceis, uuhlua(‘v of
temper, and a foudnefs for difputation ; thofe invariable evidences of u lituc
mind. and of an uaimproved underftanding ; which are alfo, when onee indul,. ru,
almofl infurmountable obRables to tru knowlcdge and wifdom. Scieét the v uff
izmrertant and ufeful parts of kucwledge for the fubjcéka of your inuiry ; con-
fu!*x..g therein, your capacity, calls of duty, and meahs of aitaivment ; aid ever
propoling to yourfelf fome important end of duty, to Le accompliflie. .y the
acquifition. Guard againft fuphiftry, or falle reafoning ; and do ne. sdinit the
opmions of men, nor their bold atlzrtions, for the evidence oi truti  Be not
foun difcouraged at “the difficuities which arife at your entrance on a fuh;u.‘]: of
pfetul inquiry : and pray to God for the direcion of his heaveniywildom and

ace.

Ttlirdly, Have a firict rzgard to truth and jultice: Let 1hem be mvxolably
gpreferved ; and confine them not to your religious duties ; but let them pervade
al! your tranfactions with men, and goveru your whole iite,  Speak the meaning
of your heart, witlecandour, where cuty does not ‘impofc filence ; avoiding flatte-
ry, detraction, eguivocation iu words, aud couble dt..umg in pralice ; and do not
milrepreient a fubju dire@ly, nor indirectly, tothe intenved cdvantage of one, or
gifedvaniage of auother. In furming an engagement, or m giving your word, be

careful 3 but when formed, or glvcn, Lee;‘ them,in either cafe, faithfully : and let
this rulc govern in things of lefs importance, as well as’in thole of greater.

Guard laamﬁ extortion, the oppreflion of fervants, the wnhholding payment
of a juft jebt, and the prodigal ufe of a creditur’s property in yout haods, as
you would avoid theft, or robbery : for though thefc may be confidered lefs
hcmm.e yet they alfo infringe the rights of juflice, and are highly offenfive to
God. In thefe thmy theréfore, bc.v:xrc that a principle of covetoufnefs, folf-
iove, crrchy, or amMition, do nemdeceive you. Never lofe fight of that golden
vule laia down by cur Lord : % As you would that nea ficuld do to yuu, do ye

eveg fo to them,”
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Feurthly, ¥ndeaveur to gain a complete maftery over your pafisns and
tites; accordiag to Paul’s excellent example—¢ I put under my body, and br
it into fubjecion.” Thofe who iadulge thefe unruly powers, will nd to duip
coft, :he truth o Selompn’s obfervation r “ He that hath nut rule over Lis owm
fpirit, is like a city that i is broken down and witheut walls.” Free mdnlgcncm
the anima! life, is h:ghlv injurious to the foul—it enervates and debafey it : hewey
the importance of tcmperauce, and the necefﬁty of daily felf-denial, as our faﬂ-
our enjoins.

Fi ﬁbly, Cherifh noble fentiments, and a generous difpofition, by attempting o
pertorm the beft aions, and in the be@ manner.  Extend your views to the pulbe"
hc intereffs of mankind ; but efpecially to thefe of the foul 5 and to whatewer
tends to promote-the caufe of God. How honourable did the character of the
Apoftles appear, while their condu@ demonfirated that they were willing to
fpend and be fpent for the falvation of their fellow-raen ! How amiablé ¢hat of
the Macedonian Churches, when * their deep poverty abounded to the riches of
their liberality I”  But how contemptible do thofe profeflors of Chriftianity a
pear, who can cheérfully expend hundreds and thoufands in decorating their habi-
tations, adorning their perfons, and providing themfcives with the cufbiy delica-*
cics of life ; even affuminy the {tate and equipage of the wealthy and great; and
yct, cn comeut themfelves with beﬂowmg ouly tei:s, or units, on the met! mge:-
tant objeQts of public and religious utility ?

Compaffion to the poorand aiiti®ed, juftly ranks among the moft amsable of dif-
pofitions ; aud relief to them in their diftrefies, among the beft actions : to which'
we may ndd rewarding good for evil ; pitying and prayving for enemi¢s. Let the’
man who would exceln the Chnﬁ:an charadter attend to thefe conf(lcntiouﬂy,
and make them his delightful employment.

The manner of performing an action aright, is of pccullar importance. To at-
tain this, we muft cal! forth our beft exertions, feek the moft favorable opportuni-
ties, "nd have ftrict regard to our motive and end We thould combat our natural
difp. fiiion to vanity; perform thofe actions which it may be fuppafed will gain’
th - applaufe of men, as fecretly as poflible ; and frequently atk our awa hearts,
wh .t reafon we have to bekieve that God approves them.

Sixih, Firmnef; of mind, and confiftency of condud®, thould be fupposted. Far-
titude in en ounrering oppnﬁtlons dangers, and daﬂicuitles ; conflaut adherence
to the caufe of truth and duty ; fteadfalt oppofition to tcinptation ; patience un-
der trials and fuflerings ; and perfm erance in jyft and Jaudable undertakings, are
excellencies of the chriftian character. Cunﬁttency demands a correfpondence
hetween onr words snd a&tions—an uniformity in our religious profefficn and con

{uct. How jultly feverc are the interrogations of the Apoftle : Thou that teachef
anather, teacheft thou not thyfelf 7 Thou that fayeft a2 man fhall not fteal; dp&
' thou fteal ? ‘Thon that fayelt a man fhall not commit adultcry ; deft thou com-
mit adultery ? Thou that abhorreft idols ; doft thou commit facrilege ?

A Chriftian becomes ufeful in the c1ufe of God, and promotes the intereft of hiy
fellow creatures, in proportion 2s he fets a good example, gives rightinfiru@®ions
and counfels, and, in general, as ‘he performs good works. Thefe are all compres’
hended in that divine dire@icn : “ Let your light fo fhine before men, that they
may fee your good works, and glorify your Yather which is in heaven™ Each
Chriftian has his fphere of action, in ‘he Church, in civil fociety, and in rcla;we
connedion ; in which it muft be his care to move with regularity and faithfule
nefs. Some are called to offices in the Church, others in the State ; the reft ogcy-
PY private ftations ; but all are concerned in the duties of relative life. To arrive;
at the highef* ufefulnefs in either charaéter or flation, the Iove oif God and man
muft be our leading motive, and religion our governing pringip!

Hitherto, we have confidered the exerclfes and attamnments of the Chriftian ae
the means of his own true ha ppinefs and honour ; now we are to view them a3 di~
rected to the goed of others. But fo much of this fubjed iws been neceffarily in~
terwoven in the preceding ohfervatiuns, that we fhall content ourfeives with giving,
kere, 2 few additional direGions.

Firft, Make it your confcientious enquiry, what parlicular fphere of ufefulnefs

God bas affigned you. Confider what your qualifications are; what your means
and opportunities ; and wkat Appears to e the call of Providgnce. Content nog
yeurfclf with rational enquiries; byt pray alfo for divine dirf@ion,
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_ Severgly, While yeu embrace cvery favourable opportunity for doing good, attend
particularly to the duties of your own {tation, and do not run into the province of
another. Labour to increafe your qualifications for ufefulnes, particularly in your
owa {phere, _ » , ‘

Thirdly, In cafes where it may be expe&ted your example will have influence, and
when it altually receives eummendation, guard your heart with hely feverity,
-that the priocipl¢ of oftentation and pride may have no place. Should you find
it rifing, for we are all liabie to it, attempt its immcdiate mortification. Let your
example be recommended by genuine, unafie@ed goodnefls. And avoid recapitu-
dating what you have faid and done, o :

. Fourtbly, In the exercife of authority, wlether in public or domeflic life, ubite
with it mercy and kindnefs; that, if poflible, you inay rule by confent of the go-
verned, and promote their happinefls; but fupport your autherity with purity,
dignity, and firmnefs ; for rulers are the miniflers of God, and accouutable to him.
When authority is not fo fupported, how many vices are tolerated in fociety, both
civil and religiops ; and how many children are ruined, both in foul and bedy,
for want of fealonable reproof, needful refiraint, and due fubjc&ion to their pa-
rents and goveruors?

Fiftbly, In giving inﬁru&ion or counfel, fuit it, as much as poﬁible, to the ca-

. pacity and crrcumflances of the perfon. To children and dependents, let it be

,with all plainnefs and tender regard. To Friends, acquaintances, and perfous on
equal terms with you, with affeCtion and refpect; not with afumed airs of im-

. ‘portance, nor that rudenefs which offends; by which, too often, good intentions

are fruftrated.

In converfation on religious fubjeéts, particular care thould be taken, that it be
jhtroduced in : proper time apd mapner; and that it be conducted with becoming
ferioulnefs. Let it never appéar to be indertaken from a defire to thew your fu-
perior knowledge, refined fenie, great zeal, or critical judgment in divine things;
nor from an overbearing difpofition to eftablith your own opinion; but let it be
conducted with that fenfe of God’s prefence, regard to his horour, and love to
fouls, which becomne the fervant of God, the friend of man, and tae expe@ant of
eternity. Ludicrous expreffions, trifling, and a kind of jefting, which we {ome-
times find mixed with converfation on religion, muft be avoided as its baue.

. The following general rules, will apply to the whole fubject :

_ Be not content to live with your heart inclined to embrace a temptation; nor with
a fin you have committed, unrepented of. Make confcience of the tins of omiflion,
as well as of commiifion; and remember, “'That to him that knoweth to do'good,
and doeth it not, to him it is fin.” -

Be careful to improve time. Banifh idlenefs as you would a nfortal enemy ; and.

in employments, choofe the b-ft. Let no important bufinefs which can,and ough

to be done now, be put off to an uncertain, future time.

Proceed with order and regulayity in all your tranlacions, both fpiritual and
temporal. _

Live under an habitual fenfe of God’s prefence; form exalted ideas of his ador-
able perfections ; let the fervice you render to him be, not in the fpirit of the
Pharifee, but of the evangelic believer. Endcavour to look up to him, at all
times, as to your reconciled God and Father; and take encouragement, from his
goodnefs and mercy, to truftin him, both for grace to help you in every time of
nced, and for his blefling on your purfuits and labours. :

It has afforded us inuch fausfadlion, at our prefent meeting, to find that the
good work of God appcats to he progrefling in feveral of the Churches, from
whom we have received information; but itis with regret we recolfe that fo few
of the Churches were prefent by their delegatcs.  Our meeting and deliberations
have been attcnded with much harmony and brotherly love; and we truft the
gracious prefence of our God has been with us.

‘We truft you will fuffer the word of counfel and exhortation contained in our
tetter; and, commending you to God, and the word of his grace, we remain,

: Beloved Brethren, .
Yours, affectionately,
In Gofpel Bonds.
_ RICHARD PURMAN, Moderator,
) : JOHN M. ROBERTS, Clerk,
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