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A SERMON.

1 Cor. xv. 57.

& Thanks be to God, who giveth us the viciory through auﬁ
) Lord Fesus Christ’ .

Siw is the only origin of all evil, natural and moral.
It has divested man of his primitive glory, alienated him
from God, and subjected him to suffering and death.
The divine laws are all good, and in their nature calcus
lated to promote and secure the highest happiness of all
intelligent beings. Of course, these laws, if always and
fully obeyed, would forever exclude from the universe,
all sin and misery. Supreme love to God, is the essence
of all true virtue; and the end of this, is happiness.. The
divine will or law, is therefore, the standard of virtue,
and the rule of action for all rational, voluntary agents,
These, therefore may with certainty calculate, that their
ultimate happiness, will be exactly proportionate to their
virtue in principle and practice. As conformity to the
iaw of God, produces virtue and happiness, so discon-
formity to it, produces sin and misery. Hence, all evil
has originated in the mutability and defection of the crea-
ture, ar.d not in an insufficiency of divine benevolence;
much ess 11 a positive, divineinfluence.  All evils, both
me.al and | 1ysxcal are so many evidences of the sin and
(‘,qradatxon »fman, He is now in a state of exile; in
a land of bondage; an enemy to God, and to him:elf,
All the evils of his troublesome, evanescent lite, are com-
prised in sin and pain. These he constantly teels. His
soul is filled with unhallowed desires, and with ungo-
vernable appetites, at war with his reason and consciences
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Agitated by a thousand restless activities, he wanders
abroad in this valley of desolation, dissatisfied with the
present, tormented by the past, and anxiocus for the fu-
ture. Born to trouble, he is a prey to himself, to others,
and to all the elements of nature. Here he pines in po-
verty and famine; there he languishes in wealth and lux-
ury; here, ander the reign of hberty, he rushes into vice
and llcentloumess' there, under the stern sceptre of des-

- potism, he sinks into a brute, and groans under the iron
" hand of oppression. In every part of the globe, through

every period of life, he is exposed to evils which he can-
not elude, and to injuries which he cannot redress. He
perpetually pants after a happiness which he canunot find.

Every object in creation, however alluring to his senses
and imagination, fades away under his touch. For him,
the privacy of retirement soon loses its charms; public
henors wither on his brow; and all the pomp of gran.
deur sinks beneath him. He is indeed like ¢¢ the trou-
bled ocean, which cannot rest.”  All things animate and
inanimate; every hope and every joy; health and sick-
ness ; poverty and wealth; all within and all without;
every virtue and every vice; all prociaim the wretched-
ness, the guilt and impotence of man. He takes up his
life in sorrow, carries it on in trouble, and lays it down
in death. But shall he forever lie under the bondage of
corruption? Shall the ceaseless flight of ages serve only
to augment and perpetuate his misery? Shall not all those
who believe in Christ, spring up from death vigorous and
immortal? ‘They will be more than conquerors through
him who hath loved them, and will triumphantly exclaim,
¢ Thanks be to God! who giveth us the victory, through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” '

From these words, I shall exhibit the reasons of the
christian’s triumph over sin and death.

1. He has evidence that he 1s liberated from the
reigning power of sin.—

The scriptures represent the unregenerate as in a
state of servitude, and whelly governed by thie principle
of evil. “Thereisnone I‘lghtFOUS, ne, noione.”” ¢ ’iherc
15 none that understandeth; there 1s none that sceketh
alter God.” ¢ ‘L'hey are ail goue gut of the way; ihey
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are together become unprofitable; there is none that do-

eth and no, not one. > Christ aaxd ¢« Whosoever coms

mitreth sin, is the servant of sin.” Kvery thought of
the imagination of man’s heart, was pronounced by God,

to be evil continually, ¢ T he heart of the wicked is tula

ly set in him to do evil.”” The Apostie John says,

¢ The whole world lieth in wickedness.” 'I'he preva-
lence of evil in the heart of man, is represented in Scrip- |
ture, as a kingdom, as a dominion, as a tyranny. Hence -
the apostle t"aul speaks of sin as ¢ reigning unto death **

To those therefore, who continue in a state of nature,
there is no hope of salvation and no cause of triumph.
They are liable to receive ¢ the wages of ¢in, which is
death.” It is the excellency of the gospel, that it brings
into the souls of men, a principle of spiritual lite, deli-
vering them from the bondage of sin, and inspiring them
with hopes of future felicity. "T'o this Christ had respect,
when he =aid, ¢ If the Son make you free, ye shall be
free indeed.” To the same transit from the bondage of
sin, Paul had reference, when he said, ¢¢ You hath he
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.”” He
declares, that they ‘¢ were by nature children of wrath
even as others;”” and adds, ¢ But Ged, who is rich in

mercy, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened

us together with Christ, for we are his workmanship,
created in ChLrist Jesus unto good works.” To the same
purpose he says to the Cormthlans, ‘“ If any man be in
Christ, he 1s a new creature.”” 'The real christian there-
fore, is one who has experienced a renovation of heart;
who has the witness in himself; who knows in whom he
has believed, and rejoices that ¢ because Christ lives,
he shall live also.”” He realizes what the apostle Paul
said to the Romans, ¢ The spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are the children of God; and
if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs
wul Christ ; 1f <o be that we sufler w1th him, that we
y be also glorified together with him. The believer

hm abundant reason to triumph over sin and death, be-
cause he feels the power of Christ in his heart; and has
assurance, by the carnest of the spirit; that he shall be

delivered from the bondage of corruption, and no merc
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£ Be brought ““ into captivity to the law of sin.”  He con-
;";—,v';::;.;f.fs:ders natural death as a wise and necessary appointment
_in the divine economy.  He considers the sccond death
as the just punishment of sin, and is assured, that on him,

. tlmt dearh shall have no power. Thelove of God is shed
" abroad in his heart, and while he teels the power of the
+ world to come, he ‘exclaims in the trinmphant language
@ of truth, ¢ I am persuaded, that ncither death, nor lite,
i1 mor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
" present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
fove of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 1Itis
by knowing him in the power of his resurrection; 1t is
by recciving his testimony; it is by obeying his com-
mand; that we can rise above the infirmity of our reason
and our senses, and possess a hope full of ardor, full of
immortality. He who has fled to the Saviour for retuge,
who has really believed on him according to the Scrip-
tures, can view sin and death as vanquished enemies.
He views death as the destruction of all his sin and sor-
row; he stands aloft on the mountain of God, and with
a confidence which no danger can shake, and an ecstacy
which no language can express, exclaims, ¢ Thanks be
to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Je-
sus Christ,

2. Another reason” of the christian’s triumph over
sin and death is, the evidence he has, that he 1s justified
through Christ, and acquitted from condemnation.

| Sm is the only thing which has ever rendered men
cbroxious to divine justice, and exposed them to pu.
nishment. Hence we can entertain no hope of exemp.
flon from misery, unless we are pardoned by a special
act of divine favour. Pardon implies the remission of
punishiment which may be justly inflicted. Hence par-
don supposes and implies an acquittal from condemna-
tion. The believer is made sensible of the remission of
his sins, tor ¢ the love of God is shed abroad in his heart
by the Holy Ghost.” Heis brought inro the state in
which the apostle represents the Corinthians, when they
had embraced the gospel; *¢ but ye are washed; but ye
are sanctified 3 but ye are justified In the name of the




Lord Jesus, and by the spirit of our God.” The apos-
tle explains and enforces the true import of our text in
the words of the sub-equent verse-—*¢ The sting of deatn
is sin.””  That is, death is an object of terror, and a
source of mi.ery, rom no consideration except sin. ‘L'he
reason why we fear to undergo the change implied in
death, is an apptehension, that it will leave us in 2 state
of misery. This apprehension cannot predominate in
the mind of him, who is justified by Christ, for he is as-
sured as Paul was, that ¢ to die is gain,” and “ to be
absent from the body, is to be present with the Lord.”
The apostle farther illustrates the meaning of the text,
and says, ‘ The strength of sin is the law.” That 1s,
the law points out the nature and consequences of sin,
ascertains its desert, and denounces punishment. To
the Romans Paul says, ¢ I had not known sin but by the
law.” ¢ Without the law sin was dead.” <1 was alive
without the law.”” That is, while he was without a know-
ledge of the real nature of the law, and the punishment
it threatened sin, he entertained hopes of salvation by
the law; ¢ but,’”” says he ¢ when the commandment
came’ in its true import and force, ¢ sin revived,’” it
started up like a tyrant holding him in bondage; “and I
died;”” That is, he gave up all hope of obtaining salva-
tion by his own obedicnce to the law, and felt himself
¢¢ shut up’ under condemnation. How was he then to
be delivered and justified? By the righteousness of
Christ.  For he declares thus of Christ, ¢ whom God
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his
blood; to declare his righteousness, that he might be
just and the justifier ot him who believeth in Jesus.”” He
then who believes in Christ, trusts to his righteousness
for salvation, is pardoned, acquitted from condemnation,
and of course, can with propriety triumph over sin and
death, exclaiming with the apostle, ¢ Thanks be to God,
who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesu=
Christ.”

3. Another reason of the christian’s trinmph over sin
and death, is the evidence he has, that his salvatiop is
whoily by the grace of God.
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‘From what has been advanced under the preceding
articles, it appears, that he who is brought to believe on
Christ, is convinced of the justice of his condemnation
by t_hc: law, and deprived of all hope of obtaining salvation
by it.  Hence he knows and realizes that he is saved by
grace. Graceis an exercise of favour. It implies that
the person to whom it is manifested, is treated better than
he has a right to demand. It means the bestowing of
good, where evil is deserved, and may be justly inflicted.
Deliverance, therefore, from the sentence of the law and
salvation from sin, are the unmerited gittsof God. This
reasoning abundantly corresponds with the language of
scripture.—Says Paul, ¢“it they which are of the law be
heirs, faith is made void and the nromise of none effect.”’
“Iltis of faith, that it might be by grace, and if by grace
then it is no more of works, otherwise, grace is no more
grace.”” ¢ By grace are ye saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.” In the
gospel plan of salvation, there is no such thing, as the
blending of works and grace. Their nature, and their
provinces are wholly distinct. ¢ To him, says Paul,
that worketh, is the reward not reckoned of grace, but
of debt; but to him that worketh not, but believeth on
him who justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness.”” Believers can say in the language of
truth, “ Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy, he saved us, that being
justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according
to the hope of eternal life.”” Thus the christian, con.
vinced from his own experience and the scriptures, that
his salvation is by grace, has no confidence in himself;
but places it all in God. Here is all his hope, and all
his rejoicing. For he knows that God is faithful, by
whom he was called to the fellow:hip of hisson. 1f his
salvation were left to his own wavering resolutions, and
feeble efforts, he imight well despair; he might well ex-
pect never to be frec trom the sting of death and the
strength of sin; but as he knows, that he is kept by the
power of God, he can with confidence consider himself
as more than conqueror.— |
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4. Another reason of the christian’s triumph 18,
the evidence he has of the resurrection of Christ.—

Our assent to the truth of this, is to be governed, though
not exclusively, by the testimoi.y of those who were eye
witnesses. 'T'he fact, therefore, of Christ’s resurrection,
claims belief on the same ground as other historical facts.
What then do we require in order to the belief of these?
‘That there should beasufficient number of witnesses, men
of veracity, not governed by interested motives. In these
respects, the accounts given by the evangelists and apos-
tles carry irresistible convi¢tion. Their conduct in as-
serting the resurrection of Christ, is utterly unaccounta-
ble on any supposition, except that of a firm belief,
founded on the resistless evidence of their senses. Like
plain honest men, they simply declared the fact. They
persisted in. declaring it.  From what motives did they
act! Did they seek for ease, or fame, or wealth, or ho-
nour? Noj; in asserting the resurrection of Christ, they
sacrificed every thing usually esteemed among men.
They exposed themselves to reproach and persecution,
to poverty and distress. Would they have done these
things, if they had not possessed sufficient evidence that
Zhrist had risen from the dead? The immediate disci.
ples of Christ, did not seem to understand him, when
he repeatedly assured them, that he should die, and that
he should rise again on the third day. When he was
crucified they seemed to have despaired of the cause in
which they had embarked. Could any thing but the
clearest evidence dispel their doubts, and revive their
confidence? When they saw their master hanging on the
cross, suftering death, the greatest of all human calami.
ties, could any trivial motive, could any probable testis

mony, induce them to engage again in his cause, and ex-

pose themselves to the vengeance of his murderers? Rea-
son says, no; common sense and common experience
say, no. What evidence then had the disciples which
convinced them, dispelled their doubts, and recalled
their hopes? I answer, the evidence of their senses. ‘¢ To
them, Christ after his passion, showed himself alive by
many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days,
ani spzaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of
B

e e ot - T S




10

God.”” The apostle Paul had been a great ehemy to
Christ and to his tollowers. He persecuted them even
unto strange cities. Yet violent and obstinate as he was,
he was finaliy convinced of his error, and became a zea-
lous supporter of tle: resurrection of Christ. He sup-
posed this doctrine = be a fictionj a doctrine injurious
to himself and his nation. We may therefore be assur-
ed that he did not embrace it withont the most impressive
evidence. 'T'his evidence he states thus—¢¢ For I deli-
vered unto you first of all, that which I also received,
how that Christ died for our sins; that he was buried,
and that he rose again the third.day; and that he was
seen of Cephas; then of the twelve; after that, he was
seen of above five hundred brethren at once, of whom
the greater part remain unto this present, but some are
fallen asleep; after that he was seen of James, then of
all the apostles; and last of all he was seen of me also.”

This account was written by Paul, but a few years after

the resurrection. He had all the means necessary to pro-
duce fuii conviction, and he received with joy the doc-
trine he had laboured ‘o exterminate.

The evidences of the resurrection have been trans.

mitted .to us through the testimony of relators, and are

as direct and full as the evidences of any fact recorded
in history. 1 am persuaded that no man who suf.
ficiently and candidly examines these evidences, can
withhold his belief of the resurrection of Christ. If he
can, he can disbelieve all history without exception.
‘The resurrection of Christ, is the basis of Christianity.

< If Christ be nor risen, our faith is vain, we are yet in

our sins.”’ ¢ But now is Christ risen.”” Of course the

christian is assured that he shall be like him; that he shall
be fashioned like to Christ’s glorious body; and that with
him, he shall live, and reign, and triumph forever.

5. Another reason of the chri:tian’s triumph over
sin and decath, is, the evidence he has, that all mankind
shall be raxsed up from the dead.

For the knowledge of the resurrection of the body,
we are wholly indebted to divine revelation. Qur falth
in this doctrine, rests exclusively on the testimony of God.
It is not analogous to any known laws of nature, that
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animal bodies once dead, should be reorganized and re.
animated. These effects, however, can be produced
by omnipotence, and require no greater power and wis-
dom than were exerted to form the first living body.
The resurrection of the body is abundantly asserted in
the scriptures, particularly in those of the New-Testa-
ment. Christ said, ¢ The hour is coming when all that
are in their graves shall come forth.”” The apostle Paul
says thus, ¢ But now is Christ risen from the dead and
become the first fruits of them that slept.”” "Lhe first
fruits were a pledge and assurance of the subsequent
harvest. Inlike manner Christ’s resurrection is a pledge
of the resurrection of the dead. ¢¢ For, as in Adamall
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”” ‘The
doctrine: of the resurrection, constituted a chief part of
the primitive apostolick preaching. In the fourth chap-
ter of the Acts, it is said of Peter and John, that the
‘priests and captains of the Temple, were grieved that
they taught the people, and preached through Jesus, the
resurrection of the dead. In the eighteenth chapter
Paul declares to king Agrippa that the Jews had accused
him on account of his hope of the resurrection of the
dead, and says, * why should it be thought a thing in-
credible with you, that God should raise the dead.””?
‘To the Athenians the same Apostle preached ¢ Jesus
and the resurrection.” To the Corinthians he said,
¢ God hath both raised up the Lord, and will raise us
up by his power.””—There appear to be two resurrec-
tions spoken of in the scriptures. The first is described
by Paul, thus, ¢ For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archane
gel, and with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ
shall rise first; then we which are alive and remain, shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air, and so shall we be ever with the
Lord.” John the revelator describes the same, thus,
*“ And [ saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judg-
ment was given unto them, and I saw the souls of them
that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and they
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years, But the
rest of the dead lived not till the thousand years were
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ended. 'This is the first resurrection.  Blessed and holy
is he that hath part in the first resurrection; on such the
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of
God, and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thou.-
sand years.”—The second and general resurrection is
described thus by Christ.  *¢ ‘The hour is coming when
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall
come forth; they that have done good unto the resurrec-
tion of life, and they that have done evil unto the re-
surrection of damnation.” John says, ¢ I saw the
dead small and great stand before God: and the Sea gave
up the dead that were in it3 and death and hell delivered
up the dead that were in them.”” Thus it appears from.
the scriptures that all mankind will be raised from the
dead. The resurrection of those who believe, in Christ,
1s taught more tully in the scriptures, than the ressurrec-
tion of the wicked. The reason of this doubtless was,
that believers, particularly in the primitive ages of the
Church, might be enccuraged to persevere. Paul says
to the Romans, ¢ if the spirit of him that raised up Je-
sus from the dead dwell in you, he shall also quicken
your mortal bodies, by his spirit that dwelleth in you.”
To the Philippeins he says of Christ, ‘*“ Who shall
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like to his
glorious body.” To the Corinthians, he says,—¢ As
we have borne the image of the earthly we shall also bear
the image of the heavenly.” The christian, then, has
great reason to triumph over sin and death; for he has a
well grounded hope that his body will be raised up from
death, freed from sin, rendered glorious, spiritual, incor-
ruptible, and capable of endless felicity in heaven.

6. Another reason of the christian’s trinumph is, the
evicence he has, that after the resurrection, he shall be
admitted to complete eternal happiness in heaven.

It 1s evident from the scriptures, that believers im-
‘mediately atter death, enter into happiness. Paul said
thus, ¢ for me to die, is gain,—I am in a straight be-
twixt two, having a desire to depart and to be with Christ,
which is far better.” ¢ We are confident and willing
rather to be absent from the body and to be present with
the Lord.”” The voice from heaven said to John, ¢ Bless-
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ed arc the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth;”
thatis, their blessedness will commence as soon as they die.
The state which intervenes between death and the firal
judgment, is in the scriptures, termed Hades, Into this
state both the righteous and the wicked enter, though it
is not the final state of happiness for the former nor of
punishment for the latter. It was into this state that the
soul of Christ entered after his crucifixion. The Apos-
tle Peter applies the words of the Psalmist to him,
¢¢ Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell,”” or hades. Christ *
by descending into this region established his power in
it. For says Paul, ¢ For this cduse Christ, both died |
and rose and revived that he might be Lord of the dead
and living.”” Hence it follows that death does not des-
troy, nor even interrupt the kingdom of Christ. This
kingdom reaches forward and is continued into the in-
visible state, and through that, to final happiness in
heaven. Christ said thus, ““I say unto thee that thou
art Peter, and on this rock will I build, my church and
the gates of hell or hades, shall not prevail against it.”
What are we to understand by the gates of hades? Un-
doubtedly they mean death, because death lets us into the
mvisible world, the receptacle of departed souls. By
the gates of hades not prevailing against the church; we
are to understand that death neither destroys the soul,
nor suspends its power and enjoyments; but only sepa-
rates it from the body and introduces it into that world
which will continue till the resurrection. Whatever was
terrible in that state, has been removed by Christ. He
has rendered the path luminous to all his tollowers. Be-
lievers will doubtless enjoy great happiness in this state;
but when their bodies shall be raised incorruptible, and
be united to their souls, their happiness will exceed all
conception. It will be ¢¢a crown of life, and an eternal
weight of glory.” Just so sure as Christ has died, and
entered the invisible state; just so sure we must die and en-
ter that state; just so sure as he has risen, just so sure we
shall rise; just so sure as he now reigns in glory, just so
sure we shall reign with him, for we shall ¢ see him as
he is, and shall be like him.”” All real christians who
die in faith will be brought forth from hades to the re-
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surrection of life. Christ who is their king and their
judge, will say unto them, ¢¢ come ye blessed of my fa-
ther, inherit the kingdom, prepared for you, from the
foyndation of the world.” They will then take possess
sion of that inheritance which has been reserved in hea-
ven for them, ¢¢ an inheritance, incorruptible, undefil-
ed, and that fadeth not away.”—Thus by the light
of scripture we can trace the progress of those who
embrace the gospel, not only through this world, but
through death, through the invisible intervening world,
and to the state of eternal glory in heaven. When
they arrive at that mansion, beyond the reach of sin, and
sorrow, and pain, and death, and hell; with what ecstacy
will they adore that power, and wisdom, and goodness,
which brought them out of all their tribulations, to a
kingdom of pure delight; where sun and moon, and stars
shall fade; and the Lord shall be their everlasting light,
and their God and their glory!

Havmg brought into view the reasons of the chris.
tian’s trinmph over sin and death, I shall now close the
subject by making one general remark, and giving ita
briet illustration. The remark | would make is this—
‘That the doctrines advanced in the preceding discourse,
are peculiar ‘and distinguishing to revelation; and that
they are admirably adapted to man as a fallen, sintul be-
ing. Under the three first particulars, it was shown that
the christian has reason to triumph over sin'and death,
from the evidence he has, that the reigning power of sin
over his heart is destroyed ; that he is justified and ac-
quitted from condemnation, by the righteousness of
Christ; and that his salvarion is wholly from the grace
of God. The writings of the ancient philosophers, tho’
professedly designed for the reformation and happiness
of man, contain ro such doctrines as these. These are
above all human wisdom. They apply to the heart,
which is the seat of all man’s wickedness. They are cal-
culated to make the tree good, that the fruit also may be
good. Lhat religion can be of no real use to man, which
does not inspire his heart with good principles. Lhe first
thing that real religion implies, is a renovation of the
moral temper. 1f it did not proceed farther, it would
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feave mzn in despair, as to final happiness; for he would
feel himself a sinner, and liable to suffer the penalty of
the divine law. T he scriptures in the rext place present
the righteousness of Christ, by which the sinner is justi-
fied, accepted and pardoned. His fears are now allayed;
and he has a hope, like ¢ an anchor fo the soul, suré and
stedfast.”” He boasts no righteousness of his own, and
is convinced that his deliverance has proceeded wholy
from the free grace of God. This doctrine is calculated
to humble his pride, and make him place all his depen-
dence on God. Such is the excellency of the christian
doctrine.

Under the three last particulars of the preceding dis.

course it was shown, that the christian had reason to
triumph over sin and death, from the evidence he has,
that Christ has risen from the dead; that all mankind
will be raised, and that he shall ﬁnall be received into
eternal happiness in heaven. These doctr‘ines, like those
just mentioned, are peculiar to revelation. Though they
lie more out of the reach of common experience, because

they are founded wholly on testimnony; yet thiey are not

less true, not less ﬁrmly believed by the christian. Itis
sufficient for him, that they are contained in a system of
doctrines exhlbltmg the most prominent features of a dt-
vine original. He assents to the resurrection of Christ,

because he thinks it attested by a sufficient number of

adequate witnesses; he assents to the resurrection of the

body, because it is abundantly asserted in the testimony

of God. For the same reason, he assents to the final
happiness of the believer. It is not essential to a chris-
tian, that he should be able to comprehend the mannerin

which theological truths consist; nor the manner in

which prophecied events and facts will take place. To
all those things contained in the scriptures, beyond hu-
man comprehension, the christian assents solely on the

testimony of Ged. 'I'his assent is denominated faith,
and in its full extent implies a surrender of the heart and
intellect to God. And hence it is that so much impor-
tance is attached to faith, and that it is ranked first in the

catalogue of all moral and divine virtues. The exercite -
of fzuth is perfectly reasonable and consistent.  For man
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in his present dark, imperfect state of existence, cannot
comprehend all the truths which it is essential to his hap-
piness to admit and practise. Hence Paul says, ‘¢ Faith
1s the substance of things hoped for.”” It attaches on
things invisible ; it realizes their existence, so that they
excrt a governing influence on the heart and become prin-
ciples of action. * Hence the apostle says, ¢ We walk by
faith, not by sight.” From what strong and exalted
motives must he act, who firmly believes, that he shali
be raised from the dead; and that if he endures to the
end In virtue, he shall be saved? The preceding doc-
trines are calculated to alleviate the sufferings, sorrows
and calamities of the present life. Receiving, experi-
encing and believing the truth, we shall be persnaded
that < if this earthly house of our tabernacle were dis-
solved, we have a building of God, an house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.” ~

Of what vast importance then, is it, that we embrace
the doctrines contained in the pages of inspiration? Here
only, shall we find an unerring directory to the kingdom
of eternal glory. Here only, are exhibited motives the
most powerful to excite us to virtue, and to deter us from
sin. Are there any here, whose views of happiness are
limited to the present transitory scene? What will be-
come of those pleasures, you so eagerly pursue? Of those
honours in which you exult? Of those riches you amass?
Of those splendours, in which you shine? Can these
support you on the couch of disease, or in the hour of
dissolution? Alas! ali, all will vanish, They will leave
you in sorrow and in death. How much better to em-
brace the gospel! to be governed in time by motives
drawn from eternity! You will then find a Saviour,
whose presence will be the strength of your heart; whose
love will disarm the king of terrors; whose glory will
shine through the gloonty valley. His almighty arm will
support you in your departure from time, and his hand
will place on your-head a crown of eternal life.




