540112

Baptists. South Carolina. Charleston Association, 1817.
Minutes ... Convened at Hopewell ...

on Saturday the Ist of November, 1817.

n.p., [18171. 11, [ 117 pp.

NRAB copy .




MINUTES

SF THE

S harlestan Baptist Agdsciatim,

SLonzened at Hopeseli, a Bra..ch of th» WWaterce creek Church, on Scturdcy tke 133
of Awvember, 1817.

1st. Two sermons were delivered on Saturday, and two on the Lord’s dzy 2o
numerous congregations. The solemaities of thc Sibbath were clcsed by the ad.
miListration of the Lord’s Supper. 1Itis hcped that m the course of these exercises
much good was done, and that many hearts were warmed with the love of God

2d. On Monday, at 11 o’clock, the Assnciation sermon was delivercd by the
Rev.J B. Cook, from Matt xvi. 18. L] pon this rock will I build my church; and
the gates of he!l sha!’ ot prevail azainst it.

Sd. Bes Dr. Furman praved at the opening of business  Letters from twenty-
eight churclies were read, the names of their messeiigers enrolled, and the ac-
counts transmitted of their present state m-nnted Rev. Wm Dossey prayed, and
the Association adjourned t> Tuesd=y 10 o’ciock.

f1h. Met on Tuesdsy moming. Kev. Dr. Roberts praved. Elected Rev. Dr.
Furman, Moderator, and Rev. ¥m Dossey, Clerk.  R=ad the minates of the las:
Association.

5th Received letters of corrz=spondence. and minutes from the Bethel and Moriah
Baptist Associations ;—those of the Bethel were del:vered by their messengers,
Rev. Messrs. J. Rooker and Samuzl M‘Creary ; these from the Moriah by their
messenger, Rev. Mr. P gg, who were cordially received. Also received Minutes, to
some of which printed General Letters were annexed, from the Pmladelphiz, Bos-
ion, Warren, Savannah River, Hepzibah, Hudson River, and Pedee Associations.
‘The letter of General Correspondence from the Boston, which contains a judi-
c:ous and an:mated Address to our churches, at large, rccommendmg to them a
':-gm'ous co-gperation in measures for promoting the Education of pious young men

esigned for the gospel ministry, and for the ercction of onc Thenlogical Semmary,

or more, for this purpose, was read with much interest, and cordial approbation.

6th. The Moderator read an address from the Bapt :st Convention which was
assembled at tkeir Triennial Meeting at Philudelplia in Muy lzst ;—gave a gene-
ral account of their procegdings at that meeting, and of their prospects; also, of
the Missionary and Bible Sacieties in various p2rts of the world ;—Whercupon,
it was agrecd, That as this Assoc.ation have a high sense of the usefulacss of the
Baptist Conventien m the United States, so they cordially approve of the mea-
sures pursued by that venerable body.

7th. Agreed unanimously, that this Associatien feel themselves brought under
great obligations t- the Honorable Judge Tallmage, for Liis kind attention to the
appomtments of the General Committee of thesc Churches, bty his attending +=
their deligate, in Philadelphia, at the former and late mecting of the Corventiziis
n which he rendered important services to the cause of God, and served <he
Churches at much expense and labour.

8th. Agreed that Dr. Roberts and Messrs. J. B. Cook and Darvis ZCollins, be
committee to examine the Minutes and Letters from corresponding Associations.

9th. Appointed ‘he following brethren to write to the corresponding Associa-
ilons: viz Dr. Roberts to the Ph:hdelph..., VWarren, New Jersey, Hudsou River
and Neuse; Fuymsn to the Boston, Cook to the Bct‘rcl Waldo to the Geor ia,
Dosser to the Savannzh River, Chrestmzn to the E dgeﬁe‘d, Good to thie Hephz: bm,
H. D Roberts to the Sandy Creek, Collins to the Cape Pear, J Woods to tiie Moria
ah, and A. Woods to the Pedec.

10th. Appointed Messengers tn the f«ﬂlomn r Associations: Dr. Rolerts =
J. B. Cook to the Bettel :mci,Edgcﬁdd Todd to the Savannah Riv cr; Dossey. :d
Pope to the Moriah ; Pope to the Sandy Creek ; Guiledge to the Pedcc. Good
and Hill to the (,ape-Fcar

11th. Agreed that the general concert for prarcr, oa the first Monday in each
month, us Tecommended by the Conventicn, be adopted ; and that where 1t is not
convenient for churchies living in country placcs to assemble all thelr membess
and friends, at such ncclm"s-, n one pizce, that mdividuals, who live coivenient
to each other, should be e?mcsllv requestcd 10 mcet in little socsetics on thoeso
days ; gr ke carcful to obscrve them m ticir in dividual capacity.
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12th. Quzery from thie Church ia Charleston ;—-Can NR.isters and Casrches, cgn-
sisfentle woth their duh bold in heir communion, as members f rerular stand-
@z, suci) persons as Ly in the habitual ne fect of con'ribating ~<cord. ng to their
ability. to the support of ineir Pastors. . of *he public iutencsts o0 meligion. as they
bave oppor:umty and the direction of Tiod’s providenca so to do -

Ansver:—As this question zfiects the n-ofcss-dn con<ciciti. s <cu4rients of
some chuzrches, as w ll as of individaczls, who have baca ru!::::- 6 T ‘.1:1(1(‘!' the
account of St Paul’s supporting himsclf by his his ewa labour, 2 Lam:i:g a directo-

v for the conduct of gospel ministers in weneral ; and as estabiss! unﬂ' a st;m«la:'u
by which their princinles and character are to be tried—We, thercfore, think
some allowance should be made for the cznsciences of such 1= rsons, though mis-
taken @ Provided, that proper evidence is given, that the scrupie professed by
the:n is real ; ard that neither covatousness, nor disrezarnd to the inicrests of the
Bedeemer is indalged : But as we have no donbt cai:cerning the Cr/DHEONS na-
ture of the sentUment refered to, nor of the pemvc.m.s mfluence 1t must have on
the souls and cond-1ict of those who imbibe 1t, we think 1t mcambeat on, bo'h,
Minisiers and Churches, to represent this subject m the most serious manner te
the persens concemed; and to urge the duty of contributing (o ti:c important
Purpeses mentione:! in the Query, with all the \ncm’-n' of endmrc, and sacredness
of authority, with which it is enforced br the word of €od-

As we wish not only togive a rizit soli:t:on of this Query, bat to assist such con-
scientious persons as have had their minds warped by a partial or wron g view of
the subject, ve think it proper to add, that, :lc.,ordmg toour Jud«mlent Si. Paul’s
resoini:on and conduct, in question, were e-lhcr of necessity, when he was among
the unbelieving Gentiles, or offree choice at Glier times, for prudent:al reasons,
But cvhn, w fuje he d=c!: ncd at anv time, requir:y support, he firmly established
his right to claim ii.  He, also, positively asscrted, that “ The Lord had appoint-
ed, that those who preach the gospel, should Live of the gospel;™ And in his writ-
ngs be illustrates this truth by a variety of coasilerations, tuken: from the service
of the Jewish altar—from the ox treading out the corn—irum the hire given to
the labourer—from support afforded to the scldier—aad from the reward of the
husbandman, who first partakes the fruit of his cultivated ficld.

The man who makes earthly support his leading object, n undertaking to
pre.c‘x the gnspel, is, indeed, :inworthy to Le called a Minister of Christ ; but on
the oiher hand, the pmfcﬁor who withholds that support fron: the Ministers and
caise of (,m-'st, which is necessarv, and which be hzs i s pawer to b(-SLO\-, is
unworihy of the Christian characier. We can, therefore, bave no deubt, but thaz
the discpline of the church may be regularly exercised n siuch cases; and we
th:nx that censures ought to be inflicied for evident and obstizate departese from
..ln'; !"I.L of duty, w‘uc’\ God has so strictly ‘-nmmﬂ.l

Sih. Cons-der('d the following Query from the Mount P:-‘_rr:ah Church -—Wounld
1t no- tend to promote the giory of God and the prospuriiy of Ziow for this Asse-
u..f'on to 2ppont Mmisters to itinerate az:d preach among our destitute Cliarches,
and s:ttlements in the Staic, wiich have nota mam..m"numstn‘ :

..ns‘\'er(-(i afilrmativelv. The Moderaior also gave :nﬁ)rmat on that a pious Lads *
had put Tuirty Dallors mnto his hand for this pl.l‘])f)bc——\\ hereupon a commitlee |
consisting of Rev. Drs Furm:n & Roberts, Rev. J B. Cook, and Mr. Waldo, werce
ADDS: nlcd to Jevise s plan for atnmmg dne ol:;ject cont\,mplalcd in the Query.

idih. The Circular Letter, prepared by the Rev. W. Dosscy, wasread, and, at his
request, the Moderator, Rev Dr. Roberts and Mr. Waldo were app’)mtcd a com-
miitee 190 assist im i revising it.  Adjourned uatd ismorrow, half past 19
o’clock. Rev. Xir Scott pray cd.

15th. Met pursuant to adjouriinent  Rew. Mr. Cook prayed. Tng committee
appointed to revise the circular letter reported, that at the insiance of the author,
they had 2greed to curtail it, by Jeaving out the naptovement, on account of its
unususi length ; and that having made nnh a few verbal aiterations in the body of
the letter, they recommended its ad: sption.  The Associction concurred in this
repor:.

16th. The committec to whom was referred the origination of a plan for the
encearagement of itinerant preaching, reinrted, that tor want of time thcy had

® Mrs. Biuizzheth M*Nair: who at the same time Fave 100 dollars towards c¢s5--
1hlishing the Thm!ng cal Stminary preracrd he ti Cgpreption:
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it malined the pizn a5 they oould wish - bt in gerera! dfer zdvisedd that %

i20srd be apnointal to suger mtead the business ; that the m-mbers of th.s body
e requested o seck aid of op=ilent individuals, and !l who sh -}l be disposed to
conir-bute toward the benevolent dc.,xgn; and that when itinerant preachers are
sppointed on this plan, thev shall be autherized io make collections where they
preach.  The maturing of such plan, was on motion, referred to the general com-
Mittec of the chu:-ches proviacd thev were abie to accomplish it at their present

sess:on; and 1if they could not, to the spccial committee  The whole was con-

curred . )
17th The Asscciation immediately procecdvd to appoint 2 board for the said

,)'lrpose- consisting of the Rev. Dis. Furinan and Roberts, and the Rev. Messrs.

- B Cook, Willzam Dossey and John Ellis.

18th A«rrc'-d that the next circular letter he written in answer to his question ;
What are the duties which psstors and cinirches reciprocaliy owe to_cach other,
according to the zospel 7 and that the mederator be appointed to wr:te 11,

19th. Agreed that this Association are deeply aflected by the death of the fol-
lowing worthv mmmsicring brethren, who h‘rc died in the course of the present
vear: The Rev. Messrs Matthew, M*Cullers, Ralph Jones and George Pope ; and
that thev sensiblv feel with the c‘m rches which have lost those excellent Deacons,
General Tristram Thomas, Josizh David, William Watson and William Tucker.

Z0th Agreed to observe, in concert with tiie Bathlicl Association, the Thursday
before the second Lord’s day in May ensuing, as a day of solemn Fasting and
Praver to Almighty Gaod, to deprecate his righteous displeasure; and to .mplorc
his blessing on our hizhly favoured, but too ungrateful country, in the continua-
<ion of his f:avours, both speeiai snd common, with a duc sense of their value ; and
especially to beseech k:tim, tuat Le would be plcasc 1 to revive and advance his work
of grace among us,and all the churches of his saints; and to send his gospel 1o alt

the nations of the earth
21st Agreed that the next meeting of this Assoc:ation be at the Baptist church

on the High Hills of 3antece.

22d Agreed that this Associztion have a high and grateful scnse of thz hospi-
tality and kindness which its members have experieaced from the inhabitants ¢f

lhls neighbourhcod during the present sessica.
234 Collected money for defravinz the expense of printing tiie minutes; and

committed ‘l'e superintendsnce of their printing and distribution to the moderator.
24d. Ressived 1o corntinue the mission to the Catawba Indians, till our next ses-
<63
25th Agreed that onr brother Scoit begin the service at our rext mceting
on Saturdm : Ti caso of fulure, cur b"olhc, Goed - :ml that our brether Dmscv
preach the Missionary Sermon on Sindsy.  Dr. Furman was appointed o preach
ibe Association Sermon : n case oi a:lure, Mr. Eilis.
£6th. On regular applicaiion from in.e Deep Creek Church for a dismission.
agre reed, that it be granted.  The zu:35ion concluded with exhiortztion and prayes
by the Moc.cmto;.

MINUTES OF TAE GENER.L COMMITTEE, Nev. 4, 1817,

1st The following delegates appeared: Richard Furman, president, John M.
Iloberts, secretary; Cook, ])os-;cv Ellis, Scott, Pope, Good, Timmons, Waldo,
H:rris, Chanev, Powell, “ lkins, Sandcrs, Jones, Breaker, Lon Millar, Harvin,
Win. Roberts, Rnoker and Riley, members.

2d. Elected ofiicers—Richard ]-urman president, David Adams treasurer, John
M Roberts recording scerctary, Wood Furman corrcspmuhnq secretary, James
Harper, William Fuller, Iszac Gill and Joseph Whilden, assistants.

Sd. Agrced, that the cxpcncts mcurred by sending a delegate te the Convention
m Phshdclphm last May, be defraved out of the Mon'(.s this ycar collected for
M:ssionary Purpases.

4th A;;-rced ‘to assist our Brethren Toseph Gulledge, Hartwell M*Gee & Hilmon
Hn!, M RCLrIngG educ.l.mn, and 1o furn: <h them with some of “he n‘OSt suitable

anks far et Bivavemen ) .
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sth. M# Thomas Mason appeared, and represented. thal the bad state of his -
health h:d prevented hs appl- ing himself to = course of Studies for some time ;
that it still unfitted him for domng so; ar2 that unless a great clianwe took place in
1his respect he could not think of resuming them.  \greed, on deliberation, that
one half of the monev expended by him on h:e education in the course of this
vear be allowed him from the Fund. And that Mr. M.son be not considered as
under the care of this Committec. ' _

6th Arreed, to commit the transaction of all necessary business of this body to
the care ci the special Committee during the time of our recess

7'h. Toeok an account of the collections and the state of the Funds, and found
them as exhibited below.

Education Fund Misnonary F und.
Caarleston, $241 87 § 1353
A M.S. 120
W.XE.F.M. S. 73 50
Welch Neck, 4075 A M. 48 50
Ebenezer, 16 12%
Po iite Society, 11 5) 11 51}
High Hills, 39 15
Cheraw Hill, 5 F 35S 70
Mount Pisgah, s 514 28 224
Churchand A. M. 87 25 62%
Georgetown, 108 %
Congarce, Betlah and Cosum Q , 33
biz united, 22
Blzck Creek, 131%
Three Creek, 10
W.issamsaw, Mrs. Stuart, 5 3
Muddy Creek, 1] 1
Wateree Creek, 7
25 Mile Creek, 943
Amelia Township, 10 50 10 50
Elm L. Creek, 5 5
Camden, 6
Calvary, 6 25
Piedment, 3
Bethel, 5 6
Goose Creek, 2 2
Four Holes, 11 27 43¢
Mcchanicﬁ“c, 56- 815
Sugar Creek, A. M. 8 Bethel 6%
Association, } 28 17
Sumtervilie, 20 50
Mrs D &Mrs. T. Starke, 15 72 86%
Association collection,
—_—— $928 99%
$635953  Mr Rooker’s salary, 8150?
Deduct Charleston collection Expenses :1 - Delegate 500
included in the Teasurer’s $ 241 87 to the Convention, 150
Account - $528 9v%
394 6}
Amount of cash and special-

ities m handsof the Treas- g 687514
urer, as ner hus Acc’c.

57269 204

November have amount-

RI"HARD FURYAN, Pres't.
ed to $587 62

Bxpenditures to the 1st of
JOUN M ROBERTS, ec'y.

N B Inthe sbove Aceount, A. 4.8, stands for Auxillary Missionarv Society ;
#+0. 8. for Female Mite Society; aad W, & E.for Wadmalaw and Ldisto:
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4 he Ordauied Ministers’ Names are in Capitals; Licensed Preachers in Italics.
From Churches distinguished by an asterisk (*) we had no accounts, and their

nuisbers stand as thev did last vear  Pastors and Messengers

an obelisk (%) is affised, did not attend; a dash (——) denotes a vzcancy.

1 > -
=3 S ";-’:§i-.:! la £
.§<'§: _zng'i g?

: : T £ES8:2 35S

CHTRcaES. AfivisTERs A¥D MESSENGERS. s; La.: 21 k. ev 2
_ 2 3 ANS R 60
Charleston, RICHARD TURMAN, will : 0 3 2il3i

1 l m -
Welsh Neck, gelrl;};‘“&[ DOSSE 37 oi o9l 5 1, 5‘ 181
AN GOOD, Timothy Dargan,} _
Ebenezer, .}ooseph Woods, A Weoeds, 4 2 s 0: ol 5 99
High Hills, JOHN 4. RORERTS, Davis-Collins | 12| o' 9! ¢ 0 ¢} 301
Cheraw Hill, James Fields, JohnFerrili | 11] 1] 5| of ¢ 2l| 168
Beauty Spot,* DANIEL M‘AY,T | S
Mount Pisgah, J B. COOK, Jesse Pecbles, 3 1 o| ol o o! 66
L.F.L.Creek, HILMON HIL.L, 200 351 o 23 i1l 3
Deep Creck, J()li;‘.:d;LLLIDGE, Joseph Cope-| o of dooq 3
Little Pedec,*  SOLOMON REAVES.§ b1 58
MUND BOTSF John

Georgetown, EDII'b!da, ORDT ° 1 0f 00 Oll 2| 194
Gapway,* y 26
Congaree, , David Powel, M. Hillerv, 3] 22 1o ol ol 105
Black Creek, ——, J. Saunders, Thomas Kervia, 4 o 5141 36
Three Creeks, ——Wm. Jones, Johni Jones, 5 0. 520 0; 42
‘Wassamsaw, ————, Thomas Bu-bridge,t ol v 0' 0 2 44
Wotterce Creek, Jonathan Mickle, John Long, 3l 2| 1311 31 46
Muddy Creck, = ——, Richard Carlisle, 5] ol oi1 01 1o
Catfish,* —_— i a5
Beulah, GEORGE SCOTT, 0 0 56 0 ol 152
Terrel’s Bav,*  WILLIAM PALMER,f )] ‘ 47
25 Mile Creek, ASA BELL, Littleton Crankfield, 4 9 9 2' 1 ol 95
Amelia Township, Henry Miller, 4 o 1 40 sl 177
Elim Lynches SAMUEL TIMMONS,f Simeor - {

Creek, Tinmons, 45 01 0 1§ 101
Columbia, —, M. Strictland, J W. Wilikins, 12; 6! 20& 0' O'- il 145
Camden, JESSE POPE, Wiliiam Cook, O 1 020 9 33
Calvary, BRADLEY RHAME,{ J.Harvin, 2 1y 115 0 3 e
Piedmont, JOS KNIG:HTON,i Joseph Rogers, | 1 0’ ol 0 Ol ol 3o
Bethel, J. MRELLAR,} J Chancy, E. Wells,! 3 ol ol 1 ¢l of ¢ z
Goose Creek, , Jacob Braker, 9 o slolo 3 >
Mount Olivet, ——8 i l ' ﬂz
New Providerce, CHARLES WILLIAMS + 11 ol 010 o' ;;7
Colonel’s Creek, J. B. HART,f W. HARRIS, 14 o 0 4 1 1 63
Fou: Holes, JACORB BAI" T Michaei Riley, 9 5| 9 3 2 3| 128
Mechanics Ville. 37 FLLIS, Alexander Fountain,| i 2

' ’ Hartzzell M*Gee, M. Christman, | 25 5 0 0, 0 1l 158
High Hill Creek,® , l 13
Friendship,* 3 ‘ 21

Clear Ircrease of the whole 133
The Church at Peep Creek dismissed 34 ‘ l
— e Y _.l_
99 962. 57] 6946{1564]3605

to whose names
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THE CIRCULAR LETTER.

“The Cuanrresrox Biprrsr Assocrariox. to the severel Churcnes
wiich tiey represent. send Chiistians salutatiovit.

Berorzp BaRerarex,

Tt will be remembered 1l:at, aceordinz to aresolve at the last convention i
this body, our present circautlar zddress is to be 1 snswear to this questxon ; “What
are sz tle.lClon evidences of the teaclings of the Holy Spirii, as to his gracious
influence on the scul’™ rhis questmn we consider nn'oortam, Because it mvolves
the honor of Ged. 2nd the cssentixd qualiications of Ciristians. —

The honor of God ;—because, should we attribute to his mstruction, things un-

orthy of his szcred charucter, we shall thereby reproach Ins holy Name —The
cssmh‘] qnahficztions of the christian ;—because all 1.’s children are taught of
him, «nd every one that learneth of the Father, through tire mstructions of the
Spmt com:*h unto the Son, and none can comebut such as are thusdrawn. For
such is the evil bias of tac liiman heart, that nothing but the powerful light im-
parted by the Spirit of “-od. cun correct and rwht!v sway 1ts mclhmaticns.

We may morcover, add, that the pezce and happiness of the people of God.
are in just proportion 10 the carrectne:s of the view which they entertain of our
subwct-———then fore, whiic we enier upon the solution of this interesting question,
we re]()lce with trcmblmg

To furnish evidencs of the Holy Spir:t’s instruction while we have the Bible .
for cur guide 1s not at all di ficuit; and to produce all the evidences of his g'ra-
cicus work, is not required by our subject. But here lies the difficulty; to dis-
close that degree of ev:dence which, to 2 mind tremblngly alive to its own best in-
terest, should be sat tisfactory, and vet not so much as to discourageit, or spoil its
Jovs. To produce too much evidence of the Spirits sacred instruction, migit
lead the child m grace to deubt the justness of his claim to the promises of tl.=
gospel; and in f..nlm-r to exiubit all that is essentially necessary, “might mdulge
the deluded sinner in claiming privileges, =nd hoping for b‘eqsmg‘ which he
is not qu.d:ﬁed to receive or enjov  Therefore, with reliance cn his aid, the ev-
idence ¢f whose teachings we are required to disclose, we will endeavour to stecr
between thescextremes, und at least keep clear of the last fatal rock, on which
we greatly fear, too many have been chipwrecked.

Were we are i ~essing stich persons zs stand in need of being taught the first
principles of ot Loly rc]v*xon we should feel oursclves bound to shew wio the
Holy Spirit, the great agent in this work, is. But we are happy in behevmg, that
on this part of our subject no'hing 1s necessary ;—that you, w'th one heart and
one soul, 2cknowledge inm to be, “the third person in the ever blessed Triaity—
the great and holy God For thus saith the prophet. the Spirit of the Lord Go-l
is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the
meek > Should any inquire, who the Lord, that anointed Christ to prcach the
gospel, is; the answer is furnished i Luke iv. 18. Jabn i1i. 5% The work, then,
of which we are to produce evidence, is a work of God—a work of his grace It
consists in setting persons aparti to his service, by rectifying their hearts, inform-
ing thenr minds, mﬂuenrmﬂ' their wills, engaging their affections aud mclining
them to obey his commands

The first evidence of this gracious teaching which we produce is, a satisfactor;
persuasion that the hely scriptures arc true, and that Jesusis the Son of God

Fhe man who would have a correct view of his cwn features, must have recourse
to a mirror, or glass, which will reflect his image ; hut inorder to his convic-
tion that the image is his own, he must be persuaded that the mirror is true. In
like manner, the Holy bpmt presents to the mind of such as he instructs, that
which answers the end of such amirror.  “We all with open face, beholding as
in aglass, the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image, from glory to
glorv, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” In exhibiting to the mind, this trans-
forming mirror. the Almighty Spimit imparts the conviction, that ““swe have not
followed cunningiy. dev:scd fables,” but, have a sure word of prophecy, wherc-
unto we do well that we take heed, as unto a light which shincth i a dark piace.
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uUnt:l the dav dawn, aund the day star arise in our hearis: for the m'r-phec_v came
not in o'd time by the will of man, bu! holy mc+ 27 God spake st -+ ~ve~e mov-
ed by the Holv Ghost ” We esteem it adictate of : as-n, *hat the work w'-:ch the
nncbawrmg Spizit now performs, o the instruction whick he now im» ~s, is,
in conformitv with what he originzlly bemmvcd upon the prophets and Anostles,
whose writings are not of private interpretation, but intended to furnish a rule. b
which we may judge. of both our state and dut). But we rest not the canse here.
From what reason sucgests we ascend for confirmation, to a ~tandard of rectitude
from which therc can be no appeal.  The Apastle Paul informmmg ihe Corinthians
how they might krow thie things which were freely given to them of God, shews,
:tis by «“ comparing spiritual things with spiritual;” That is. by comparing the spir-
Jiual oppr-a:.o-]s en thc:r own minds with those ,p iritaal instructions furnished in
the sacred scriptures: both of which issue from the same divine spirit, and w?!! be
found to agree in all matters of primary importance. “ For o4 hath from the be-
ginning chosen,” his people “ tosalv ation, through sunctification of the Spirit and
velief of the truth.”
Moreover, accorling to the Apostle John, the .m!_v scriptures were written
with this expiess design, “That we mlght be.;(- ve that Jesus is the Christ tive Son
f)f Gsd, and that belicving, we mgiint have life through his name” That this is
the object of the Spirits mstruction on the min:l noi, is too obvious to admit of
doubt; “for the prr t itself beareth wi.ness with our s spir:t that we ave the chil-
dren of God,” and Jesus himself testifies, that the Spirit shall zuide h:s peopie -
toalltruth. “Ilereby know we,” Savs tl.e bhelored d-sclple, that we dwell in him
znd he in us, becanse he has eiven us of his Spirit, und we have seen and do tes-’
tify that the Failer sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world ” When Simon
Peter :nade honorable confession of his faith, it was, *“that Jesus is the Christ the
Son of the living God ” And Jesuz = reply, "““”‘—‘Pc “ b.cssed art thou Simor.
Barjona, for ﬂcsh and blood hath not revealed it unto fhee, but myv Father wlich
is in keaven.” These things, if we mistake not, enter inio the nature of 4 true
genuine faith, which an .&postle informs us1s the g-nft« f Gad; and we aprrehend,
that rio person can have satisfactory evidence that he is taught of God_ w:thout the
blessed persuasion of their truth and reality
9 To discover that holizess is am:ab'e, and to fwss>35 anxicus desiqzz 22 obtamm i3
i¥ among the evidences of the Holy Spirit’s instruction.
The Seraphs and saints in hmv'- 1are by the hoiy writers, represented as praising
God for his holiness. © Thev cried one to another saving holy, holy, holy, s the
Tord of hosis—Wiio shall not fear thee, O Lord, and mrlfv ﬂly name ? for thou
only art holy ” These exalted mtciligences must be 'unong the most competent
Fudges of that perfcct:m n Deity w hich ; 15, of all others, the most lovelv and
as far as their worship furnishes evidence ‘of their vicws, ROLINESS is shewn to
be that perfection.  When we return, to earthand converse with those of our own
species who have the greatest acgnaintance with d:vine things, we shall find
them possesed of the same nobic scntiment.  Thus savs the Psalmist, “Let them
praise thy great and terrible namc; for 1t is Laly —Exalt ye the Lord our God and
worship at his footstool for the Tord our God is holy. Rejoice in the Lord ye
righteous, aud give thanks at thic remembrance of his Aoliness.”

e has always an object which is suppesed to be agreeable either to the sen-
sitive, intellectual, or moral taste of the Lover. This ‘asfe m men for the objec*
of theirlove is various. In the above passages, the aste is shewn to be holy, and
to belong to intelligencies of moral excellence—to either angels or to saints;
which shews that if we would enjoy the blessed society of hﬂaven, we must obtain
a taste for holiness upon e«rth.  But thisis not the case with men in general, asz
few scripture testimonies will abundantly prove. “The natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God : for they are foolishness unto him ; ; neither can he
know them because they are spiritually discerned—The carnal mind is enmity
against God;” and why? 1t is believed, for this very reason, he is fioly. “Which
of you,” says the Saviour, *“convirceth me of sin? But vet thev cried out, “cru-
cify him, and release unto us Burabbas,” who had been ‘convicted of mur dcr

Whence then, it may be asked, do any of Adams fallen funily obtain a taste
for holiness? Let the great \postle of the gentiles answer the question. -For God,
who commanded the hght to shine out of darkness, hath shwied in our hearts, to
~ive the hight of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”
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e which the Apostle Jumes subjoias, “The wisdow: which cometh form above 1s
first pure.” This wisdom is bestowed under tie influence, the gracious influence
of the Holy Spirit; and to possess it is to be born again, to be born of God.

Perhaps the reason why carnal men connot discover its charms, is, because 't is
pot an object of speculation: “ It has its seat not so much in the understanding
as in the heart; znd i3, therefore. represented as furnishing a feast to the Loly
soul.” Thus says the spouse of Jesus to her Beloved : “ because of tiic suvour of
thy good omtmeats ; i\hv name is #s ointment poured forth, therefore do the vir-

ins love thee.” And the apostle Peter, speaking to such us had Leen renewed
%y grace, says, “ as new born babes desire the sincere milk of the word that ve
may grow thereby; if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” And as
we have before shewn, that the holy spirit enables such persons to embrace the
testimony which God has given of his Scn, our subject will receive further evi-
dence by noticing the nature of this testimony, and the tendency of it :n the hands
of the spirii to produce this salutary change *“ Tiie law of the Lord 13 perfect,
converting the soul : the testimony of the Lord 1s sure, making wise the simple :
the statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart : the commandment of the
Lord 1s pure, enlightening the eyes—more to be desired are they thun gold; yea,
than much fine gold ; sweeter also, than honey and the honey comb.” As these
beauties are not discoverable, neither in the Creator, nor in his word, by the natu-
ral man, wl-n the heart of any sinner is brought to desire and rejeice in them, it
must be the effect of the Holy Spirit’s instruct:on.

3. Among the evidences of the divine =pirit’s gracious instruction, 1s, a deep
and k:mbling sense of sin, attended w:th a sacred lra:lsng of it. There sre, it 15 be.
Lieved, few persons in this day of gospel light, when the veil of Moses i3 torn a-
way by the glorious Redeemer, and the purity of God displaved in the cross of
Christ, who are Lardy enough to deny the existence of sin, or that they are guilty
of having violated the law of God. But there are many who have never looked
into the fountain of a’denraved heart, from whence all the streams of iniquity
flow; who have .never been wiliing to acknowledge that the heart is deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked; or to gr:eve that they are opposed to

“their Creator. But the ~aviour testifies, that the Iloly Spirit shall reprove ii:c
world of sin, because they believe not in him.  1le shall make them sensible that
10 refuse to bow to God in his appointed way, 15 rebellion against hLis authority,
and subjects the rebel to guiltand ruin. “ He that rejecteth me,” says thebless-
ed Jesus, and “receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him; the word
that I have spoken, the same shull judge him st the last dav” Here, we find,
that a failing to receive the word of God into our hearts, 15 tantamount to reject-
ing of both it and its author—incurs the frown of heaven, and exposes to the fear-
ful punishment which this word denocuices. ¢ They,” savs an apostle, “ received
not the love of the turth that they might be saved : and for this cause God shall
send them strong dclusion, that they should believe a lie; that they all might be
damned who believed not the truth, but Lad pleasure in unrighteousness.”” Thesc,
and corrcsponding parts of the holy seriptures, brought into thie mind by the er.
lightning Spirit, cause the man to acknowledge that he is guilty of rejecting the
truth; is a depraved creature, and deserves to be punished for his heitous offences.

Nor does he only acknowledge this when he s first convicted of sin, but, like
the great Apcstie Puul, maintains an humbling sense of it amidst his cliristian pro-
gress. He not urfrequently recurs 1o his past offences, and with a much greater
sense of lus criminal state and conduct, than he bad at first; with much more
lightinto the nature and purity of God, the rectitude of his government and tie
depth of his own lepraved nature, he exclaims, “O wretched man that1 am, who
shall deliver me from the body of this dcath.” Wlcn the cvingelic Prophet Isai-
ah, saw the Lord sitting upon his throne amidst worshipping Seraphs, who pro-
claimed his boliness in strains of cdevout love and joy, though previously sanctifi-
£d to be a messenger of God to guilty men, he was overwhehred witly a sense of
his own impurity, and was made to cry “woe is me, J'am undonc, becauge I am-
a manof unclesn lips.” What but the same divine Spirit who'inspircd those predic-
tions could have revealed to his mind the purity of Jéhovah? And what but a’
sight and sense of this purity could have given him such an humbling fecling of
his own depravity ! And is not this among t’li"é; &vitlences of his gracious instruc-
tion? Let us never, therefore, indulge the thaught of having beer: taught of Ged
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valy in proporfion as we are brought to discover the depravity of our own bhears,

and the beauty and excellency of holmess

Nor Goes the person taught of the divine Spirit, discover the turpitude of sin
only; he is brought by the same instruction to hate and abandon it—not merely
becuuse it exposes to punishment, but because it is bateful to God, opposes his
government, and is contrary to that renewed spiritusl sense which is furnish-
ed by the Holy Spirit. He is “ renewed ;n the sp:rit of his mind,” and cannot but
bate that which is in direct opposition to those holy principles and propensit:es
wh:ch the Lord hus graciously implanted in him. As fire and water, light and
darkness are necessarily opposed to each other, so «e sin and hetiness  They miay
dwell ciose together, tu:, like the Jews and Samuritans, they doa not, they cannot
maintain corresponderce, or keep up friendlv intercourse with each other. Heil
and heaven are represented by our blessed Jesus, as not very fur removed from each
other; therich man in the one, looked up and saw Abr:ham :nd Lazarus in the
other ; vet, an.ynpaseztle gulpli shall keep them eternally distinct ; and it is be-
Lieved, that an everlasting disunction will be maintained between 3in and holiness.

_ “1 have heard of thee by the hearinz of the ear, but new mine eve seeth thee

Such is the testim =y of a perfect and upright man; one who had long feared

God and cschewed evil, but who had lately obtzined enlarged and clear views of the

Atmighty im the furnace of affiiction. And winat is the result? * I abhor myself,

and repent in dust and ashes” From which we infer, that the more instruction

we derive from the divine Spirit, the greater wiil be our hatred of sin, as well as
knowledge of cur depravity.

4. That instruction which shews the insufficieacy of all human efforts to save the
soul, and attracts the heart to Jesus as the magnct deer the ncede, is from the Holy
Spirit.

. If there be one principle more prevalent in the hiurian bosom than ali others, it
is, perhaps, that of referring all we perform to self. The pulpit and press
have exerted their umted powers to repress ani destrov it ; but-alas! it still re-

mains m the heart. It reigns predominant in the unrenewed, 2nd even in the
righteous it is the shade that follows them in all their performances. It is invam
that sinners ace informed the first service acceptable to God, is that of believing
in Christ; they hear it, and go away, not only without that faith whick works by
Jove and purifies the heart, but without believing the declaration which was de-
signed to produceit. An opinion is stiil entertamed by them that they must, by
their virtuous deecs, prepare themseives to become acceptable to God  The Sa-
viour, however, infurms us. tha: “ this is the work of God to believe on kim whon:
be hathsent;” and if a trembling Jailor and his house would obtain salvation, they
must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ  All which are abundantly confirmed by
the ¢ncouragement with which the Saviour furnished the disciples when he sent
them out to preach, “ He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”

The first effectual instruction imparted by the divine Spirit, is a sense
of the sinner’s entire hielplessness, and that in adirect view of Lis being brought to
repose his confidence in Jesus alone for deliverance fron curse and tondemnation.
Here the duties of prayer, of reading and hearing th: scriptures. of meditation,
fasting, watchfulness, &c are of great benefit to the man; not to prepzare him fot
Clirist, but, to conviace him of Lis entire mabiiity, and cause him to relingush
the expectation of being accepted for his works. But, though, thisis a degree of
mstruction from the Spirit of God, yet it neiticer is, nor can be satifactory to .ne
soul t1ll 1t is brought to Christ-

“ But what thigs were gam to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubt-
less, and I count all taings but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Chiis®
Jesus my Lord: for whom I "ave suffered the loss of all things and do count
them but dung that I may win Christ, and be found in him, not huv’ .2 wmine own
Tighteousness, which of the law, but thut which is throush the faith of Christ, the
righteousness which is of God by faith” Such 18 the declaration of a man, who
could "¢ worship God in the spirit and have no confidence in the flesh ;” of one,
Who might glory in the flesh, if any other person couid ; being of the stock ot Isruct
of the tribe of Benjamm ; touching the mighteousness which is in the law blame..
less.” Thiis instruction he received, not at the feet of Gamaiiel, nor in the Jewsh
synagogue ; but it commenced on the way to Damascus, and was much increased i

at city. And though an instrument was used to impart, at least, a nurt of =,

B
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%110 ¢an aonbl hut that it was from tiic great and hoiy God ? Let such an one but
read the ninth, twenty-second arnd twenty-sixth chapters of the Acts of the Apos-
iles, 2nd his doubts must vield to the force of Apostolic testimonr. He must
discover, nct only that this was a work of the divine Spirit, but that it
was 2 work of his free and sovereigr grace. And that this ic a fair example of
divine and gracious icstruction, take the words of Jesus, “everv man thst hath
heard and hath learned of the Father com:eth unto me” Nor does it affect the
argument that the term Father is used in the text; for according to Jesus, the
agent is still the divine Sprrit.  “ But the Comforter, which is the Holy Gbost,
whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teaeh vou all t]nngs, and bring
all things to your remembrance whatsoever I have said unto vou ”

“Whoseever fors-keth not all that he hath he cannot be my disciple.” These
are the words of him unto whom the divine Spirit leads; and when a person is ena-
bled to perforin the impliew duty, he has suitable evidence that his instruction
1s from zbove. Naamran the Syrian cured of his leprosy by “be God of Isrzel, gave
honorzble testimony of gratitude as far as it exterded ; butalas! he desired to be
excused in one thing ; "¢ When my masfer goeth mto the house of Rimmon to
w- rship there, and he leaneth on my hand and I bow myself in the house of Rim-
mon—the Lord pardon thy ser-ant in this thing.” One thing, sxid the Saviour to
a young sran of amiable appearance, “ One timg thou lzckest,” and this was as
fatal as i€ hie had lacked a thousand things ; for he went away from Christ—went
away, savs the sacred historian, grieved ; not for his sins, but because he was not
approved of, while he loved the world more than he did Jesus. Herod feared the
Baptist, observed kim, did many tiiags, and heard him gladly, but he loved Hero-
dias more than be did the Savicur whom John prached and 1herefore his dreac_
ful state was inade manifest in siaying the man who reproved him for contmuing n
that sin which proved his ruin. We verv much fear, that tkousznds, even in this
day of gospel lighi, will be eternzlly undone by cleaving to some beloved Hero-
dizs, some hidden wedge of gold, seme concealed babylonish garment, some insin-
uvating Delilah  *¢ If thy right eye offenc tiee, pluck it out and cast it from thee.”
This solemn reqmsntnon of the Saviour, fully implies, that the man who cannot
willingly forsake everv sin, has not come to him ; and if not, except he rcpcnt and
hasten to Christ, a dreadful doom awaits him ; for, continues he, “it is beiter
fm- thee to entcr into life with one eye, rather than hav ving two eves to be cast into
hellfire.

5 An evidence closely connected with the above is, a delight in those duties

wwhich God, 1 lig word, requires uz to perform.  That persons may perform duties

ia religious aspect, from improper motives, will be seen by a recourse 1o the
iast paragraph; bui, to delight in them, we apprehend, requires the mstruction
and aid of the holy Spirit An apostle testifies, 1 deught :n the law of God
after the inward man;> which is but the accompl:shment of God’s promise to nis
ohedient children, disclosed bv the pen of the elegant Isaiah; “* Thou shait -de-
iight thyself in the Lord—for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” There is
a temper of mind neccssary to the right performanee of religious duties, whch
~:a1 only be bestowed by the divine Spirit. It is thut temper “which was manifes.

1 ali the conduct of the adorable Jesus. “If any man have not the spirit of
C hnst, he is none of his 1t is a spirit of love, meekness, patience and zeal for

-hi¢ henour of €od, which will enable us to erform religious duties acceptably.

Because this spirit, is the result .ot faith in the Son of God, arising out of a
hicart renewed by the Holy Ghost. “Learn of me,” savs the humble Jesus, “ fot
I a:2 meek and lowly in heart” Which is but the reponse of the spirit of God in
the language of prophecy; ¢ Tell ye the daughter of Z:on, behold thy King com-
cth unto thee lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a celt the foal of an ass.”
It was doubtless this meek and humble temper of mmd, which gave occasion to the
sacred writers, so often to callhim the Laus." It was th;b, and other correspond.
ent qualities, which enabled the Saviour to perform such noble werks of love and
beneficence, as a psttern of patnence and suftering for his people.

An Apostle informs us that “ a5 we bave borne the i uge of the earthy,” mean-
mg' Adam, “ we shali also, bear the image of the heavenly,” meaning Christ.  And
in :mother place adds, that ¢ thc new man is created in nghtcoumcss and true ho-
Yiness, after the image of lum tha* created bim.” Such, then, is the model to
~hich the Spirit conforms us when e ““ renev's a man in the spirit of his mird;”
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or, io other wotds, ¥ creates him anew in CLrist Jesus utto good works® And
we thinX it essential, bot) 1o the Christian character, ani o the performance of
sork . spiritualiv good, that we should imb:be the spirit and temper of the {ath
+7Goa Then sha!l we delight in the law of God; »3all read in i* by day .nd
med-tate on it by night: then shall we Lave respect mto all his commandmexts,
when be shall have enlarged our hearts

We are aware that on :his subject maay will be found, wbo, Iike Nauzrrzn. desire
to be excusced in some cne thing ; but we zpprehend that this is rot from the :n.
struction of the Holy Spirit Caleb and Joshua entered tre promisec land beczuse
thev “ wholly foilowed the Loré ”  A=d the hundred and forty-four thousand whe
were redeemed from the earth, znd new s RZ A R°W SGNZ N heaven, 2ce such as
“follow the Lamb whitherseesar be zoeth.” And it is believed that the s me dis-
Position xnd mchratics are prssessed by zii who ave taught of God ; for such wust
1eny themseives, and ta: e up their cross dzilv and foilow Christ. Itis wor‘hv of
. mazrk, that the Sav;onr, in describing these wio will be condemned at the last day,
"43 not chn.rgcd them with posit:ve crimes, but with neglect ;- “1 was an hunger-

>nd ve gave me no meat : T was th: rsty, znd ¥¢ gave me no drink : I w., a siranger,
and ye took me not in: naked, and ve clothed m= not - sick and ‘n prison, and ve
Vis: f(:d mz not” He adds, “ and these shall go away irto everlasting pun-shmcnt »
Here the character of those against whom this awtul senience is dencunced,
18 portrayed in the omission of duties; and vet, strange to teli, there are professing
€hristizns, who spesk of neglecting the pesitive commands of God with almest
entire mdlﬂ’ercncc ! But, bovever itmsy be withothers, let us, my brethren, awake
To :: 1 *eousness and sin not,and be found, I:)ke Zachariah and Eiizabeth, “ walk-
lng in all the commandmcms and ord:nances of the Lord blamcless

“ Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum - K we have come
to Christ, naked and belpless,and like the disciples when tossed on *heragmg waves,
feel convinced that he is our only hope ; if we have been and still are, willmg ‘0
cast purseives upon him, with the confidence that he is able to save to the u:ter-
most all whe come to God by him ; if we have belield the attributes of just.ce,
truth, love and mercy which shine forth m the divine character, all meeting and har-
momzing in the glorious - ediaior, aud been attractcd by their united glor-cs if
we have beheld the deformity of sin, its o')posntnon to God, iis residence in our
hearts, and feel no disposition to jusiify ourseives in 1t; if with tezrs ef
pcmtencc we make our humbl:ng confession, and feel that we hate and detest
sin from our very souls ; if the commands of God are embraced (and submitted
to), from love to their excellency, reverence for his authority, and 2de-ire to honor

_his name :—thes) have we satisfaciory evidence of having been ‘taught by the boly
Spirit ; and we shatl not hesitate to acknowledge that the work is a work of hus fres
and sovereign grace.

We need nct urge the most plain and obvieus evidence of love to your fellow
Christians. But, since vou 2re taught of God, to love one another. “ pray, that
vour love may abound more and more, in knowledge, and in all judgement;
ihat ve may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without
offence till the -day of Christ ; being fiiled with the fruits of righteousness, which
are by Jesus Christ, unto the glorv and praise of God.”

Wishing vou an abundant supply of the epirit and grace of Christ Jesus our

Yord. we remain,
Beloved Brethren,

Yours affectionately in the gospel.
RICHARD FURMAN, Moderatgr.

WILLIAM DOSSBY, Clcrk.



As some Subscribers have not applied for their
quotas of the Confession of Faith, Church-Discipline
and Catechism, which were printed in one velume,
agreeably {0 an appointment of the Assoclation in the
year 1811 ; they are hereby informed, that the
Books have been ready for them-for several years, and
. "ay be obtained at No. 38, Church-street, Charles-
ton; where persons, who are not subscribers, may
- also obtain some copies of the work : And likewise,
single Catechisms for the use of Children. Two
thousand copies of the latter having been printed to
encourage that too much neglected, but important
duty of catechising in families and churches.

Dr. Furman, senior, having, on account of his nu-
mercus engagements, declined accepting the ap-
pointment, made of him by the Editors of the Amer-
ican Missionary Magazine, as their agent for distribu-
tion of the Work in South-Carolina, his son, Richard
B. Furman, M. D. has agreed to be the agent, rather
than see the useful design of circulating the Maga-
girc among us, frustrated or impeded.



