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OF THE

D’&'BURY BAPT S

ASSOCIATIO >

HOLDEN AT SUFFIELD,

Sept. 1+th, and 18th, 1791.
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I _Tl e T“f”n ufhty Sermon was d liverad by Eldcr Canvixy Hurper,
f‘_r c wohlh “m,' L. 3.
(:‘ ‘J;‘z. or SEvH Hicey waschofn Moderatory Elder Sternex R
1 N Leners from the ﬁ:vcml Churches were read, :md the ollowing T
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N Do Min'ficrs nemes in capitals 3 from Churches st t s s Tyl
reecivad no Letrs,  Dathes denote no fadked Man: ib T,



Svrriew,

VESTIIELD,

1t Daxzery,
zd Daxcuny,

Civaasvw,

it WacriNcrorp,

reNLurINarozy,

Litcuriecn,

STRATFIZLD,

TorrIxGTON, T

Rox:sury,
VARREY, T

Anexnia-Towy,

WaiterTowy,

Wavw-Hartroan,

MINISTERS, &c.

( JOHN HASTINGS,
| ¥phraim Robins,
4 Judah Phelps,
fothua Leavitt,
| Daniel Befter. ’

[
$ Ifrael Dewey,
{ Jonathan Hays.

DANIEL WILDMAN.
[ Jofeph Kellogg,

¢ Jofeph Wadfworth,
L Joel Cowls.

Jeduthun Higby,
L John Hall.
ASHBEL HOSMER,
Caleb Todd.
CALVIN HULBERT,
Ebenezer Hawley,
| Daniel Gritiith.
(AMOS TUTTLE,
4 Joel Humalton,
L Jonathan Woodworth,
(STEPHEN ROYCE,
lobert Wilfon,
| David Treadwell.

Ifaac t'uller.

ELIJAH WOOD,

{Amos Brockit, *
L Adin Todd.
EPAPIIRAS "'IIO\H’SO\
{ Jolin Lcwu,
Zeclariah wWatfon,
L Aaron Merrill.
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‘ Erought forward, 39 ' 19} 41 4] c::2i
Ngw-Mitrorp, — 'l =1-=1--- 33
SHARON, { Hezekiah Carter, 4l —1—]- 4z
| Ebenezer Hanclir.
SLaSEURY, ared Mills =] =111 -l
CoLE3RCCX, BABCOCK. —_g = —=1-- a: !
. BENJAMIN BALDWIN, —_ — - 65
2d SANDISFIELD, Jonah Bradley. |
T . SETH HIGBY, N P R IV e 5
PAULINGSTOWN, Eepnjamin Allis. ‘ : ‘ >
{ STEPHEN SHEPARD, —_— = — |- 57
Daniel Swetland, [ ‘
East-HARTFORD, Parmer Lad, : '
Ifaac Bellows.

V443191 41 617!

N. B. TheChurch, known by the name of The firft Baptift Charchin Wuseir o,
is now called The Baptift CLurchia Lirchfield ; likewife that called The Buinit . - -
in South-Britain, is called The Baptilt Church in Roxbury : alo, the fr v i:": nicis
tioned Churches were cordially received into this Aflociation, at our prefent. iou.

Voted, That the Elders and Meffengers prefent from other Affociations, be invited
to fit with us in council. _

IVth. Rececived a letter and minutes from the Shaft{bury Aflociation, by Flders
Gray and Vining; alfo a letter and minutes from the New-York Aflociation ; likewiis
a letter and miautes from thz Stonington, by Elder Rathbun and brother Gallup.

i :

Vih. Elder Wildman, according to appointment, brought forward the Circular

Letter, which was read and rcferred to a commiitee for revifal.

Vith. Appointed Llder Hofiner to write to the Stonington, brother Robins to thie
New-York, and brother Mills to the Shaftfbury Affuciations.

Adjourned till 8 o’clock to-morrow morning. : _

THURSDAY, § o’Clock, a. M. Met, according to adjaurrment,

Meeting opened, and a fermon delivered by Elder Sam. Whelpley,"fram lobn i.15

VII. The Circular Letter written by Elder Daniel Wildman, and exa:iined by the
committee, was by vote received.

VIII. Elder Hofiner’s letter to the Stonington, brother Robins's to the New-York
and brothier Mills's to the Shaftfbury Affociations, were read and approscd.

IX. _ Appointed as meflengers from this Aflociation, Elders Thompfon and Dabced
fo Stonington, Flders Flighy and Baldwin to Shafifbury, and Eldcrs Wildman an
Royce to New-York 2ffociations.
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X. Appointed Flder Royce to write the Circular Letter for the enfuing Year.

XI.  Appointed Llder Hofiner to write our Correfponding Letter to the Shafifbury
Aflodiation, rlder Wildmm to the Stonington, and brother lobins to the New-York,
agiintt our next annual mecting,

Al Appoisted £lder Wildiman to fuperintend the printing of the Minutes,

XIHL  Screpiirs for deffitute CHURCIES.

Simibury, Erother Tuttle, laft Lord’s Day in October,

Iulbere,  2d do. May,
Hafticgs, 2d do. June,
Hofmer, 2d do. O&ober,
Shepard, 2d do. December,
1 homgfon, 2d o. Janaary,
Winchel, 2d ac February.
Watertown, Drother Tuttle, 3v Jo. November,
Thompfon, za¢ do. do.
Hofmier,  2d do. December,
: Shepard, 1ft do. July.
Weftfield, Brother Babcock, 1t do. June,
Baldwin, 2d do. February,
Baldwin, ift do. ~July,
Shepard, 1ift do. February,
Haltirgs, 2d do. November.
Roxbnrv, Brother Wildman, 2d de. O¢&ober,
Tuttle, 1Mt do. January,
Thompfon, it do. June, P,
Yofmer, 2d do. do.
Sharen, Urother Wood, 1ft do. " January,
Babcock, lait do. February,
Higby, laft do. May,
Tuttle,. 1ft do. do.
Hofmer, 2d do. Augnft,
Fualtings, 1t do. before Aflociation.
~ Canaan, Brother Woed, 1t do. May,

Wood, 1ft do. September.

X1V. Voted, That our next Aflociation be lLiolden at Dover, in Elder Iqigby's
Meeting-tloule.

NV, Appointed Elder ITaflings to preach the Introdu&tory Sermon ;—-in cafe of
failure, Elder Royce. .

XVI \We recommend it to the Churches in our connedtion, not to receive any man
as a preachier of the Gofpel, ualefs he is regularly recommended as a member in good
ftancing, in fome Church, and hes the approbation of faid Church as a Preacher.
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CIRCULAR LETTER

The Ellers, and BlAlrgers avkich ca{r;*g@ the Danbury Alociction, met in Samo Ll
Sept. 17:h and i3:k, t3 the Churches they reprofint, fond Greeting,

D T Y

Dear BRETHREN.

hath plezfed the great head of the Church, to permitus onc2 more to meet at ths

time, and place appointed. And now at the clefe of cur mecting, we rejoice thoe

we are able to inform you, that we met together in peace, and that brotherly lote
and union have attended us, inall matters which came betore us.

Tt affords us great pleafare, to hear by letters from our Churches, that harmoay
fill prevails fo generally among them, and that in fome places, God is caryingon bis
work, and adding to the Church, fu:has fhall be ~ved. For further particelirs we
yefer you to our minutes,

And now brethren, fince it becomes us as Chriftians, to manifeit our allegiance to our

Tivine Sovereign, by keeping all his commandments, and following himin L. ov» o
ples, thatwe may declare his glory, engage othersby our goed workstod. 20>, 22
and enjo the comforts of religion ourfelves ;  permit us to call youratteati =~ o0 -
larly, tothat important duty en:joined on us, in St. Paul’s exiiortationtoth: = -1 o,

Chapt. 6, verfe 18, Pragi:g always, with ail prayer, ard fupplicationin the, » ...

That it is the duty cf all men to pray, no one can deny who attends tatl = oo
oracles. Butit is the peculiar privilege of God’s people, us well as a duty they o ve o
him, to addrefs him by prayer. To this end he declares-that 5 vors ars opz2 £ 452
prayers of the rightzens, and attentive to their cry.  From the exbortation we learn, that
prayer is the duty of all chriflians ; that they are cornflanily to practice it, thut theyare
to afk for every thing they reed, that they are to periorm it in all appointed ways,
fo far as they Lave received the gift ; aund thut it mav bz performed azezprably, it is to
be done in godly fincerity through the aflitunce of the kaly fpiric.

We are tavght in the fcriptures to pray for all men, and relipion doabilels leads us
to defire the happinefs of our fellow creatures, as well as of ourfelves.  From this di-
vine diretion, we have an unqaefticnable warrant toApray, not caly for civil milers,
that we may be favored with the quict and peaceable enjoyment of our rights, but als
for the everlalting falvation of finners.  Our favior Lias fet us the cxaxyls, Ly pray-
irg for his murderers. Stephen the martyr did the (ume; and Pacl’s carnell defire
acd prayer to Ged {or lrael after the fiefr was, that they mightbe faved: it is fike-
wife faid of Zion, that when /b2 travailed [z bromahs forth Fom (Bl cn ;o cnd wemay
expect that God will 1ill carry on Lis work in this way.
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Ve are Iikawife abunadantly taught to pray for the church of God ; the word of truth
airedds us to [ray one for gngther, JCﬁJS pray cd in particula‘.r for all that the Father
had given Liti 5 and it is lis will that we (bovld go to the rather in liis name, for all
the gitts, and bleflings, he has prom:ifed to beftow on his people; an< in this way we
ave affurcd thas Le willanfwerus.  And while we fee fo much need, of more fanthful
lIaborers being fent into the harveft, and hear fo much complaiat in our churches, of
great luke-warmne(s in religion ; while we daily fee the abouadirg of vice in our land,
and how few ccme to Zion's folemn fealts, let us brethren be exhorted earneltly to
Ppray.

And wlile we fee notwithftanding, that Ged is on his way, that his word is ful-

®: lling, that Antichri is confuming, and have the greateft reafon to belicve, that all

the grand events which are taking place in the Lingdom of Liis providence, will even-

tually turn out for the enlargement of the kingdom of his grace, a=d the utter over-

throw of my ftical Babslon ; let us rejoice, and be encouraged to believe, that our

prayers will fuon be aniwered in the deliverance of Zion, aund the accemplifhment of
all the glorious things that are fpoken cof the city of our God.

We are further direted in all our religious meetings, in attending to gofpel infli-
tutions, and tn the particular concerns of the church, in the firit place, to addre;
the great head of the church for his affiltance and blcffing ; remembering that withont
Lim we c<n do nothing; onkim we are entirely dependant for witdomn and gruce, to do
out G.tics wcceptably, aud ia himall fullnefs dwells.

ur dety s chrifiuns, to taintain religion in our fagilies. We have
[ 13 recseded i teripture, with the addition of God’s apjprobation of the
suine, withnut doubt for our imitation, and to this purpofe are the appoltles directions
i meroats to bl qap taeir children in the wurture and adiisnition ¢} the Lord, and to
setters to give unto their fervants, that which is jufl and ezual ; and as praver is fo
cfiential to tae performance of religious duties, in all other cufes, we may well concluds
that it {3 indifjenfibly neceflary in this ; and it is gencrally obferved, that where pray-
er is conlantly attended in families, a regard is paid in a greater or lefltr degree to
religion ; and wheieit is neglelted, all religious duties, are cf courfe treated with
negle®.  Betthat wemzay feel ourfelves bound to the difcharge of this duty, our Lord
jefis Las enjoined it on his followers, both by his example and direétion ; we have it
thierefore recorded of him in feveral inftances, that he prayed in particular with his
difiples, who werc confidered as his family while he was on earth.  Ard it is evident
that he had jift been engoged in this duty when they defired Lim to teach themhow
they might zcceptably imitate bhim in this example. He tlerefore proceeded to
dire them wlen they prayed to fay OQur Futher which art in beaz:r, ée. which im-
piicd, that it was Lis will they fhould jointly petition God for Lis blcfling on them.
Let oz mornings and evenings therefore, (which are the muit proper feafons for the
performance of this duty,) be witnefles to our family devotion : That our families
may with the diviné blefiing, be like that of Obededom, whese the ark of the Lord
abodz; aunl eftsps the wrath, denounced agzinft the families that call net on kis
nome. -
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Cuce more we are called npon by our great pattern and head, to imitate aud ote ~

bim in fregaen

tly addrefling our heavenly tatherinthe clofet. This .duty being one of
the greatelt confequence to «_:hri(li:ms, -:md tending molt ro exalt God in our lLi-arts, and
to humble and fanctify us, is of all duties the molt hated and neglected by hypociites
for whilc they love to make long prayers ‘oﬁcnumcs in pablic, to reccive the praile of
men ; being on the ?F!‘" hand cut off from a.ll fu_ch cxpec”t_anf)ns, the words ot .lh‘,:
jnfpired penwan, will  bulefsapply to them in this cafe, Wil fe slweays catl upsn Gal.
And as itis moft contrary to our carnal inclinations, fo it isto be feared, it is much tou
Jitdle pra&ifcd by chriftians : but doubtlefs to this duty the words of the poet arc ap-
plicablc, « L .

Long asthey live thould Chriftians pray,
¢ For only while they pray they live.”

This duty is abundantly calculated for the benefit of all believers : here the wesk-
eft chriltian can pray as acceptably, asa wife and learned Paul or an eloguent Apollos,
the pious breathings of the foul, being the effence of prayer; here the child of God
mav ufe the greatclt freedom with his heavenly Father, and approach unto and con-
verf: with him by faith, as withran intimate triend, here he finds nothing calcu}ated
to cherifh pride within him, or tolead him to have any wrong object inview, boteve-
rv th'ng toabafe, and bring himinto the duft, and prepare him for heavenly enjoyments.
Here a:fo, he may continue as long as he finds it neceflary in this bleffed employment,
without wearying others, and here without giving offence, he may confefs his mo!t
{-cret faults, and find relief, and exprefs all his defires to God, for himftlfand others,
Here he may come as often as occafion ealls, and find a prefeat God, and to this duzy
he may apply himfelf, whatever are his circumftances : in this way he may be favored
with the greateil manifeftations of the divine approbation, obtain the cleareft evidences
of his adoption into the heavenly family, 2nd enjoy the greateft foretaftes of celefiial
glory. ’

Since therefore the injun&ions to the duty of prayer, are fo plain 2nd fo frequent
ia the holy fcriptures, fince the motives to excite us thereto are fo many, and fo co-
cent, and the encouragements given us are fo great, let us never confider it as a tire-
fome taik, tut anunfpeakable privilege, and let us manifelt our love to God, by rea-
dily complying with the great appoftle’s exhortation, and never come to him in our
own name, or wifdom, but remember that {uch guilty undeferving creatures as we are,
can uever find acces to him, but through the mediation of his fon Jefus, and thac
we alwaysneed the affliftance of the holy {pirit to help our infirmities, to indite cur
petitions, and by his blefled influence to awaken in us holy defires after God, and ati:t
us to pray as we ought.

~ Finally bretkren, let us abound in this and all other good works; that through ths
gracious operations of him, who werkethin us buth to will and to da of Fis jood pleafirz, v
iy betrained up for, and finally have an bundant entrancs wduiniflered unts w5y Qe
vicoerlaling bivgdom, of our Lord and S.:zisr Jefus Chrift, to whem be glory forcver
2!‘.':] L er. r‘.men.
Sigaedinbetalf of the Af.ciatin. SETH HIGRY, Mcderator.
STEPHEN ICyCH, Claiz



