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M I N U T E S-
OF T HE | ”
ELKHORN ASSOCIATION or BAPTISTS.

Held at Cooper’s Rux, Auguft 8, 1795, and continued by adjourn-
ment until the 1oth.

SATURDAY, Augufts8 1795

I AT twelve o'clock, Brother Elijah Craig delivered the introdu&ory fermon, .

trom John XXI, 16.
2 Letters from twenty-three Churches were read.

3 Brother James GERRARD, was chofen Moderator, and -Jonwn Pricr, Clerk.
N.B. Minifter’s nammes-arein Smal! Capitals, thofe in Italicare licenfed Preachers
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Tate’s creek, John Willfon, Dan Williams, 6 31 46
South ElkI JorNSnackiLEFORD, Alfred Wil- '
ou torn, liams, John Keller, John Price, 2] 11 10 3 149
Clear Creek JounN Sutton, Richarp CaveE, |
d-lear Lreek, James Hiter, Richard Young, 3 6 4| 1] 248
. Evijan Craic, Win. Cave, Robt.
Great Crofling, Johnfon, 10 14 5 147
Brvan' WM. WaLLER, John Mafon, Leo-
yans, nard Young, - - 1117 32 2 21 200
Jonn Gano, Wm. Stone, Nath.
Town fork, Afiby, N ~ N 1 3 ) . §3
, AucTN EAsTIN, JAMES GERRARD, |- 7
. Cooper’s Run, Jezreel Ellis, E mund Mom_;oy, | 8 | 3 3 119
Walfnington, WM. Woonp, 15 122
Hanging fork, Joleph Hclms, - - 4 Y 47
" Marbl K Jonn Price, Robert Fncr, Samu- _ '
! role creek, el Reed, - 1 4 41 2. 75
e g Wm. chkman, ’lhos chklmg, :
' Fork's of Elkhqr_p, ; John Murphy, » 2l 6 6 3 129
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jnvited to take a feat with us,
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Church McfTenger's names RN RS i‘

urckes. cffenger's names. NERE NHEER
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Brought forward.: 6] 788425y [1314
Beon’s creek, No intelligence. . - . 66
Buck run, Jedeph Minter. - " v - 6 31 2 T 63
May’s Lick, Lawrence Cahill, John Johnfon, | 2 7 2 5 65
Cove Spring, W, Gaines, Lip{tomb Norrel, 1| 10 1 I 3y
Green creek, George Shortridge, Movel Talbert | 1 5 29
Indian creek, Ifaac Murfon, George Eaton, r{ s 41
Sugar creek, FEatneExGiL ADAMS, John Martn, It
Columbia, No intelligence, | s5%
Grafly lick, WM. Pavce, Mofles Frazier, - 21 91 s 2{1}] 80
Cedar creek, Robert Smith, Wm. Mannifee, 3 2L
Flat lick {Richarc.i Thomas, Thomas Stark,

’ William Thompfon, - - 13 5 4 32
Springfield, Donald Holmes, Wm. Smith, - |[.2 3 I 20
Indian run, Wirrtiam Marsuarr, Jas. Dean, 2 9
Strede’s Fork, John Oliver, - - -1 31 1 9
Bracken, Lewis Cratc, Thomas Kelly, b 45
Licking, Wm. Decorcy, Benj. Archer, 12
Forks of Licking, Arrx. MoxroE, Geo. Monroe. 18
Great bend of Ohio, Jonn TavLor, - - - 23
S T : [8 1131 1oz | 35 |1 Jigy3

Brethren Donald Holmes and Shackleford, appointed to write the circular letter.

Brethren Elijah Craig, William Wood and John Price, are appointed to arrange
the bufinefs of the Aflociation.—Several ftrange minifters being prefent, they were
Adjourned until Monday nine o’clock.

MONDAY MORNING, Auguft 1o,

MET according to adjournment, and after Divine fervice, proceeded to bu-
finefs. - ' ’ ' '
Four Churches lately conftituted, defired admiffion into the aflociation, which was
accordingly agreed rto. . . . ) ' -
Brethren Auguftin Eaftin, and John Sutten, be appointed to write to the.Salem af-
fociation 5 and our brethren John Gano, and Wil&iam Hickinan, are appointed our
meflencers to faid aflociation. |

Agreed to confider the quere from Town Fork ¢ What is the origin, and Divine
authority of an afiociation ? The ufe and exrent of its power ! the principles on
which adniiffion into, or rejection from it, are juftifiable 2* '

Anfwer, That the Divine authority of an aflociation, are the commands in Gop’s
word for Chriftians to affemble together in his name for worfhip and counfel, and
their union to Chritt, and to one another, and that its ufe is, for mutual edification
and afliltance, to culiivate uniformity of fentimen:s in princivles, and practice, and
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that its power is to regulace and govern itfelf as abody, and give fuch advice to the
Churches, as may be tor their peace. And that any Church who agrees to the prin-
ciples on which we ourfelves are united, ought to be admitted, and any Church who
opealy oppofes thofe principles ought to be rejected.

Reccived arepoitrefpeciing an affociation fund, and voted it out of the aflociation,

Requeft from Tate’s creek, to re-confider the union with the united Baptifts.

Quere from Marble creek,----¢ Was not the Ailociation of 1794 guilty of cove-
naut-breaking, in diflolving the union with the united Baptifts, upon the princi-
ples they did ? Referred. :

Agreed ta appoint a committee of five brethren, to confer with the five Churches
formerly in union with us, refpecting a full union, and report to the next Affocia-
tion. The following brethren were appointed: John Gano, James Gerrard, Augu-
ftin Eaftin, Ambrofe Dudley and John Price. :

Quere from Cedar Creek, refpecting re-ordaining a Deacon, Anfwered. No
neceflity for it, '

The Circular Letter read, and approved of. The Letter to the Salem Affociati-
on read, and approved of, .

Agreed to recommend to the Churches, to fet apart the fecond Saturday in Sep-
tember, as a day of Fafting ard Prayer, to implore the Divine Blefling upon our
State, and upon the Churches, that the Lorp would blefs his own inftitution of a
preached Gofpel, that he would check the rapid fpread of impiety and infidelity,

Quarterly Meetings to be held at Green creek, the fecond Friday, Saturday and ’

Sunday in November, and that brother William Payne and brother Ambrofe Dudley
attend the fame. '

At Hanging Fork, the fecond Friday, Saturday and Sunday in March, and thac
brother john Gano and brother William Hickman do attend the {ame, o

At May's Lick, the fecond Friday, Saturday and Sunday in June, and that the|
brethren Auguftin Eaftin, fames Gerrard, Lewis Craig and Williaz: Wood do attend !
the fame, .

Agreed that the next Aflociation be held at Town Fork, the fecond Saturday in |
Auguft next, and that brother Gano preach the introduétory Sermon, and in cafe of
failure brother Williamn Wood. And brother Gano will write the Circular Letter

for the year 7796. JAMES GERRARD, Moderater.
J. Price, Clerk,

(CIRCUL AR,

The ELxHORN AssocraTioN met at Cooper’s Run, Saturday the 8th
of Auguft 1795, mnd continued by adjournnient waril Monday the 1oth.
To the Churches insunion with us,

Grace and Peace be multiplied.

DEARLY BELOY "D,

. \VE met acccordiny to appointment, and proceeded to bufinefs, as you may
feein our Minutes; and now with te offer a few hints to you, in xegard te 1{?\«:1
: jprourntu
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mournful accounts we have received of the fad declenfion, and languifhing ftate of
Z.ion in various quarters ; which call aloud for our ferious enquiry into the caufes
thereof—and the dnties incumbent on us, in this trying time. As to the caufes,
we may juftly obferve, that the aboundings of fin, in actual tranfgreflions and
omiflion of known duties, produce a coldnefs of love to God, to our friends and
enemies. And where love waxes cold, how can a religious life be feen! Since
that, and that only, is the diftinguifhing badge of the friends and followers of

efus, take loveaway, and no real diftinction is left between the church and the
world. If the exercife of love ceafes, Chriftianity ceafes to be feen, and if our
hcaris are not influenced with /ove, how can it be fees: in our lives? But we mean
to mention fome of the duties incumbent on us in this lamentable time : and here
we would ferioufly requeft our brethren not to be fatisfied with a bare repeating
of the common complaint, but folemnly enquire, each one of his own conicience,
What hand have ] in the common calamity ! How far am 1 guilty in provo-
king the Lord to withdraw his prefence from the churches? Let this enquiry
be made in the greateft earneftnefs; as in the prefence of the Lord craving his
blefled affiftance therein, and let us diligently act according to the light wethus
obtain, whether as minifters, or private members. As minifters, let us fee that the
caufe of God lie near us—that we do not love the world—that we feek not the ap-
plaufe of man—that our own fouls be duly affected with what we preach *o others.
—That we be more in company with God than with men, and more convcrfant
wich our bibles than with human writings—that our examples preach as loud as
our words. As members of churches—that family worfhip be not neplected~that
we fhew ourfelves patterns of piety to our neighbours and families—that we be
careful to attend the worthip of God in general, and the meetings of the church
in particular, fo that none be abfent for a lefs caufe than this, Lord thou know-
eft I thought it my duty to be abfent, or that I would have been there, if thy provi-
dence had not ftopt me—that brotherly love be cultivated with the vtmofi attenti-
on—that the reins of difcipline be regulated by the word of God., and not by
human policy, paflion, favor or partiality—that no opportunity be aegleted of
provoking each other to love and good works. And here brethren, bear with us,
while we obferve—that to fee profeflors engaged in worldly converfation in the
meetig houfe yard, before and after fermon, is a diftrefling grievance and indi-
cates a lamentable defect in thofe who do it, as if the goodnefs and glories of
Chrift and his gofpel, were lefs regarded by thiem, than mere vanity.

And finally, letfecret prayer be much attended to. O brethren, let us often meet
in fecret with God, and if we cannot pray for ourfelves, let us pray for Zion
and all her children, and if he fhould blefs us witi: the fpirit of prayer, we may
expect to receive of him, what he teaches us to pray for. Ard then Zion will
travail, then will the bring fegth her children.

Thus dear brethren, we have offered a few hints, which we beg vou feriouufly
to confider, with more attention than is fomnctimes paid to letters of this kind.

And that the Lord may blefs you with the falutary influence and direction of
his Holy Spirit, to lead you into all truth, is the prayer of your biethren in the

Lord.
JAMES GERRARD, JMoederator.
J. PricE, Clerk, .



