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 MINUTES™

OF THE

L=

ELKHORN ASSOCIATION OF BAPTISTS,

DBegan and held agrecable to appeinzment, at David's Fork Meting.IHouse, State of Kentycky, the

2 Sgturday in 4:'gu:r, 1807,

ey | G | CCM———
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Brother Jacob Creath preuched the Introdu&tory Sermon from the xvith

chap. 17th ver, of St. Matthew’s Gofpil,

“ And Jefus anfwered and {aid

unto him, bleffed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flefh and blood hath not ve-
vealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven,”

Letters from thirty-four churches received and read.

-

Brother George S. Swmith chofen moderator, und brotﬁer William E.

Bofwell, cierk.

STATE OF THE CHURCHES,

Churches.

Messengers.

Trte’s Creet, Ambrose Bourne, Wiham Jones. - .
"South Js’é/wm,j Shackleford, J. Kelier, §. Parker, P, Iugbee.

" Clear Creeh, Rich.

Cave, Dudly Mclchain, L. Sullivan. = .

Bryan's, A. Dudly, L. Young, Asa Thompson, Jno. Miuson.
Grear Cromng:,,i Rmdmg,k Johnsan, W. Tomln, J. buggett. .

Town Fork, jacob
Bocn’s Cr:cl, Abs.
Pase Hicky.an, ]
Forks Elthorn, T.

Creath, Wm. Stone, BB, Stout. . -

anamlgc, Thad Doolin, Samuel .Bom\. -

Price, David Baker, Walter Carr, . Price.
Boulwure, W.Hickman, C. B]«mou, Ware.

) Indian Creet, Moses Indicott, Atch Vanhook, ..

Moune Morial, T

homas Waiier, Jumes Deun, - -

M Conne!'s R:m, T Hernidon, T. Cruig, jr L. Dcnny, R Smuh.
Ltk Livk, joeob Mullbery, j\mu Ficlds. .

Raven Creek, Jucub Powers, Sanuel klair,  « . . -
¢ Moutk of Elbhorn, John Bastlett, Willium Gore. . . .
Meantain Immd, Joseph Hawkins, jolm Osburn. . .

ilas, W. Kindiick, J. Chinn, D. Clwkson, W. E. Boswcl

North Eliiorn, G

E\e, ‘Thompsor, 3. Wibon, G. Oldham.

Glew's Creek, William Duckly, Scth Rumsey. . - .
Dry Run, W:ll':-r Rodes, jumes Vethers,” . . -

+ Novth Fork, juha Ficklin, John Swan. - . - .
Kockbrilge, Richard Thomas, Jucob Neal, . . .

Clover Bunom, Frcderick Elgin, R. M. Thom'l.. . . .
© Brush Fork, "I'liunns Ammnn. sohp Barnctt, jesse Barkett,
*Rillst u'mrg}x Thnmas Buliock, Abraham Diles Spencer Gille .
Dasii's Forky B, Robinsun, 3. Welch, A. \anuon, E. D.umby
Mii Creek, jolin Conner, Bartlett Bennett,

Moun# Pieasan:, G. 8. Smnh, A. Woods, R Walkcx T, W)luon:
Mount Céilead, George Vanlundingham, Ninian Rllc) o e .

Union, Richerd King, William Hall. . . -
Litile Muston, yohn Todd, . . - .
Flat Lick, Willizn Manzee, Williain Cottrnh'\m. - -
Stony Point, Lewis Corbin, R Atha, john tedges. - -

v Long Lick, 'a. Sherly, Siias W.lson, - - - -
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Reccived letters and meflengers from the feveral correfponding aflocia.
dions—Yrom Long Run Aflociation, by brethren Joha Tayler and John
Scott; from the South Diftri® Affociation, by brethren Gabriel Slaughrer
and Elias Fifher; from the North Bend Affuciation, by brethren Alexan.
der Monroe, Chriftopher Wilfon, and George Hume; from Ruflell’s Creck
Aflociation, by brother Hubbert G. Waggoner; from the Green River Al.
fociation, by brethren Walter Warder and Lowrey Bifhop; from Tate’s
Creek Affociation, by brethren Squire Beone, Andrew Tribbie and Elijah
Barns; from the North Diftri&t Aflociation, by brethren Robert Klkin,

and James Cuﬂunberry ; from Bracken Aﬂ'oc:a'xon,hy brethrep James John-9g .

flon and Lewis Craig; from Salem Aﬂ'oc:auon, by bretpren Mcfea Pca;fon
_and Thomas Hubbert.

" The fohowmg brethrea we: appuinted to write ¢ the differe
itions: John l’m,f o the [\uhcll’ ]
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F1inbridge to the North Diltrict Aflaciation, Jofeph Wilfon 0 the South
10t Affociution, Bartlett Bennect tothe Green River Aflociation, Willi.
am Store tothe Bracken Affociation, Benjamin Stout to the North Bead

AT satinn, William Hickiman co the Tate’s Creék Aflociation, John Mufon

to the Salem Affociation, James Suggets to the Long ftun Aflociation, and
Cyeport on Monday next. . . o ‘

‘[ he tollawing brethren, to wit, ‘George 'S, Smith, Jofeph Reading, Ro-
beEr Jol :Ton', Jaim Price and John ‘Thompfon, are appointed a committee

“toarranne the bufines of the Affociation, 2nd make a report on Monday next,

Cirgolar T.etter handed in, and referred to a ‘committec of brethren—
' Peten Hughee, Vhomas Ballock and Johin Paiker,
Brothren T Vardeman, Jeha iticer snd Jehn Taylor,dppoinied tp preach

on the Lovd’s Lay., .

o Adjourned vl Monday moraing st vine o'clock. -

' Monday morning, met purfuant to adjournment, and after Divine Wor..
fhip proceccad te Lufinefs. o ‘
‘T'he Committce of Arrangement made the following report, to wit:
3it, The Circular Letier to be 1eporied from the Sele€ Commirtee.

2d. Reference from 1805-—A query from South Elkhorn: Who is the,

Church of Jefus Chrilt to he governed by, agreeable to the Scriptures?

3d. ‘Reference of 18¢6, concerning the revifion of the Confeflion of Faith..

4th. Query'from North Fork Chuich: Is it confiltent with the ‘Scrip-

ttures, and gofpel order, jo'invite Mr. Carter Tarrent, in his.prefent fRand-
sing (excluﬁve’-of his-emauncipating.principles) intothe pulpit s ‘a gofpel
‘minifter? ' :

-5th. Query from fame: In cafe of exiflting grievances between filter
.¢huiches, what rieafurcs areproperto purfue to obtain a-conclufive decifion?’

‘6th. A requelt for advice, from the church at Clover'Bottom, relative:to
* - difmifling iembers to join a church that fets up emancipating principles.

7+h, Requeft for advice, from Mournt Pleafant -Church.

8th. Remonlirance from Eaflt Iickman, ‘Rockbiidze @and Flatliick
“Churches. : ‘

oti). Lettérs tothe Correfponding Aflociations. ,

xothh Perfon appointed to write the circular letier for the next year.

p1th, Fixing the next .Aflociation, and appeinting -a perfon:to preach
the introdudiory fermon. . '

1a. Printingithe minutes of this ATlociation. .

‘The commiitee to whom was referred the .circular -letter, ‘reporred the
‘fane~=Whdreupon, it was read, and wdopted with amendinents. .

The reference, rciative to'a quety fiom South'Elkhorn, taken yp and re-
fcrred to the next Aflociation, E :

The reference, relative to the revifion-of the : Confeflion.of Faith,-taken
vy and difmiflcd.

1ft. Quecry, from the church at'North Fork, taken up a 1 referred, &ec.

2d. ‘Query, anfwered in the following words : A churchihavingdifficulties
‘with a filler church, will fend a committee with ber complaint ; if - lutisfac-
“tion is not made, fie will fend her complainz-to the Aflociation, who will
decide thereon, after a fair inveltigation had.

After prayer, &c. adjourned ustil nine-o’clock to-merrow.

Tuelday morning, met purfuaat to adjournment, and after divine worfhip,
proceeded:to bufinefs.

. A renuest from: the church at Clover'Bottom, aulwered in the following
-words : “We advife, that 1t is diforderly'for a church ‘to-difmifs'a member,
“to join any, church thac is motin fellow(hip with: them.

Heque(?from Monnt-Plealant Church,-anfwered-in- the following words:
‘We are happy in receivinggihife hints-from Mount'Pledfant,as they give
‘us‘an opportunity of exprefling our abhorrenee of faid condudti ‘We-do'ut-
terly cendemn both the principle -and practice, of - one member, in a'religi-
-ous fociety. publilliing the crimes, oridefeming the.chara@er of his brethren,
cither' by {peiking, writing, printing, or-any other way-whatfoever, except
“before a proper trivanal, - . ' ‘

The remenltrarnce from Ealt Hickman, Rockbridge -and ‘Flav Lick.
. Churches laid on l-l*.fgb{c, o &
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} Letrers of correfpondence reported, read, and approved; andthe follow-
"inw brethren appointed our meflengers to bear the fame: to the Ruffulls
© 0 "tedian, Tofeph Reading; to the Northe Diltri&t Affociation,
i et v s o e Cett g to the South Dilri& Afliciation,
Y George S.8Smith, Georze Eve,and jucob Creath; to the Green River Af-
i {,ciation, James Suggett and Ambrole Beurne; to the Bracken Affociation,
{+ Lewis Caibin and Ambrofe Dudly ; to the North Bead Affociation, Bart-
Jett Beunett and Jofeph Willon to the Tate’s Creck Aflociation, Georgs
Eve, Jacob Creath and John Shackleford; to the Salem Aflociation, A,
" Bainbridgz and J. Reading; to the Long Run Aileciation, William Ijck-
man, Jacob Creath, James Suggett, and John Ficklin, -
Brother Bernjamin Stout appointed to write the circular letter for nexz
year, and report accordingly. -
. Brothcr James Suggett appointed to preach the introdufory fermon, and
in-cafe of failure, brother Ambrofe Bourne.
Agreed, that the 1t Wedneiday in October next, ‘be recommended as a
v day of Fafting and Prayer, throughout the churches with whom we are in
“union. ,
i The church at the Forks of Elkhorn, is advifed to act at dilcretion, rel-
i' pefting a diltrefs that exifls between Lier and the Hopewcli Church.

Agrecd, That the rule be relcinded, that authorifes the moderator top
’. choole the clerk of the affociation, and that the clerk, in future, be eleéted
| Ty ballot at thie fame time the moderator is. '

The next Aflociation 10 be held at Silac, the 24 Saturday in Avgunit 1808.
| Brother William E. Dofwell, appointed to fuperintend the printing of
! thefe Minutes, and apportion them amongft she feveral churches, agreeable
| ¢o the money paid. _ ) '

After prayer, &c. adjourned, '

. - .
CIRCULAR LETTER.
! To1be Churches with swbom swe are in union, composing the Elkborn Asso-
- ciation. ' ) o
‘Brroven BrReTuREN 18 TRE Lorp,
FROM the information we have received through the mediem of vour
Tetters, as well as what we have collefted from our own obfervations, fincg
[ we have organized as a body, we are ftrongly imprefled with the opinion,
{ that judgment has begun at the honfe of God, What the event will be, is
i only known to the Lord; but if we could all realize that folemn truth, that
i the Lord God, omnipotent, reigneth, it might induce uvs toftand fill, and
i fee his falvation. The prefent complexion of things{eems to be gloomy and
i dark, as if it was midnight with the charch of Chrift. And as darknefs end
- night feafon is aulpicious to the cnemies of Zion in general, we think our
~ adverfaries have availed themfelves of our prefent fituation, which ia traly
, Jamenzable, to revile and reproach the holy religion of Jefus our Saviour;
t and by way of contempt, {ay, where is the promife of his coming. But,dear
- brethren, let us bold fait our profefiion, and adorn the doftrine of God our
i*Saviour, and remember the foundation of God flandeth fure. Notwith-
flanding it is our duty to examine ourfelves, and fearch for the caufe that
“ we are in heavinefs through manifold tempeations, we would fuggelt ‘what
" we think is the prime caufe——Alas! we have finned in departing from the.<.
i fpirit and rules of the gofpel; we fear there is a lack of tlrat fundamental
principle, which may be confidered as the foul of Chriftianity, amongfht many
1* of the profeflors -of religion, and its benign influence too little felt among .
¥ ully that is, charity, which is a grace highly fpoken of in the fcripture, as
being the very effence of true religion; it is called, by St. Paul,1he bend
v of perfcinefs, which not.only unites the foul of the believer to Chrift, but
1 likewife is the bond of union amongft brethren. The want of this divine
- and fupernatural principle, in too many of the profefiors of religion, toge-
.I* ther with the narrow baunds of its exercife and operations among all, forms
I¢ & conftituent part of our prefent diftrefles in focicty. ‘O! dear brethren,
& ;'nes it not feem as if we had laft fight of the excellency and utility of 1his
- 7 Zxdinal principle, Charity, which is cxplained by our Saviour, as confilting
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4 .
of loving God with -1l our hearts, and ou% neighbour as ourfelves. To luci,
charity, is to Jack the key ftone of the Chrifiuan fubrick, St. Paul fpeiia
of this grace, with high encomiums, to the church at Corinth, as beirga
. principle that never dies, which, of ¢ fe, muft be of immortal duration.

' Quuslities of-this principle are detailed in the thirteenth chapter of his Epif.
te to the Coiimbians; there, it is ftated, that it {uffers long, and that it is
kind., Wherever this principle dwells, it makes a foft heart and liberal hand; |
“ 5t hopes all things, and believes all things, and envies not.  Dear brethren,

- we fear this vital principle lies dormant in our fouls. If we had more cha-
, rity, both in principle and practice, it would deftroy thofe jealoufies and *
envyings whicli are fo hoftile to our peace, usion, and edification. The
fzripiuces inform us, that where ety and ftrife are, there is confufion and
every evil work, Is there not reafons for us to fearsthattoo muny profeflors
of religion are under the influence of thoie angry and {uvage paflionz, which
Jeulto fnife and contention? O! brethren, when we take an extenfive
firvey of our fociety at prefent, that once feemed to be urited as the heart

' of one man, both in faith aud praélice, and was as_terrible as an army
swith banwers, for the purity of " vir do@rine, and ftri€lne(s of difcipline,
and flourifhed as a well wat.. - . in whom the Lord delighted ; but,

O! wuata gloemy profpedt is now velore us. With weepingeyes and bleed-
ing hearts, have we to furvey the prefert Rate of things. We are afraid
the crow: is fallen from our heuds, and the glory departed from Ilrael. It
is with deep diftrefs we view our fociety as convuifed and mutilated by -
tefline broils and contentions, which aprears to us to be more the wrathof ¢
man than the richteoulnels of God.  ‘i’iiefe things oughy not tobe.  You
have not fo learned in the fehool of Chrift. Calia halt, and go iuto the
duty of felf-examination, r+ ' fay is it I, is it I ; woe unto our fouls for we
have rewarded evil unco ouriclves. Pray, brethren, let us 4!l join ucd fay, |
O that it was with us as in days paft, when the candle of the Lord fhone
round «bout us. We have finicd, we have finned; and let us cry and fay, »
against (hee, and thee orly, O Lord, have we finned, but thou art righte-
cre; and pray, brethren, let us, like the king of Nis vah, proclaim a Faft,
and lie ir fackclcth and afhes, ard cry mightily nnto the Lord, lelt he cut '
us off and none remain. Who knows but the Lord that is merciful, may |
‘gurn from the fievcenefs < 7 his wrath, that we perifli not. Pray, brethren;
it us fearch and try our ways, and turn unto the Lord, and unite our
cries, and ot hold our peace, nor reft, until rightesufnels go forth as bright- -
nefs, and {alvation as a lamp that burneth ; that we may be a crown of glory
in the hands of the Lord, und 2 royal diadem in the hands of our God; that
we may be no more termed forfuken or defolate, but that the Lord may de-
. lightin us; that the Lord may rejoice over us, as the bridegroom rejoiceth |
over the bride ; that the watchmen that are {et upon the walls of Zion, may !
never hold their peace, day nor night, and thofe that make mention of the |
name of the Lord, keep not filence, uniil the Lord reftere Zion, and mike ;
her a praife in the eartli, that we may be called a holy people, the redeemed
of the Lord, acity not forfaken ; thit the Lord may command the fouth )
wind to blow upon his gerden, that thefe culd nipping winter winds may
ceafe; that the fpring may come, and that the voice of the turtle and finging
of birds may be Leard in our Jand; and that the flowers may appear, |
and that Ziow wiay again put oa her beantiful gavigents of praife and {alva-!
1ion unto her God; that the time may core when the inigquity of Ifrael, if}
fought for, there hall be none, for the Lord has pardoned them; that the.
righieots may fee it and rejoice, and ail iniquity thali {top her mouth; thay
tie Lord may be our everlafting lizht, aad that the days of our mourningf
may be ended ; that we may e 21l of one anind, having compallion one of
wnather, luve as brethren, be fympathetic, be courteous, not rendering evil!
o Hov evily ar railing for ralling; letus efchew evil and do good; let us feekd
~%7 reace and enfue it, for rhe cyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his)
- carsopen to their prayers; that our walls may be falvation, and the Godofl
T-cob our.glory; that we may be all rightcous; that we may be a branch 0‘7

tie Lord's plunting; that we may glorily bim forever and cver. Amen. f )
w .o GEORE S. SMITH, Moderator_, *
Viriidy Ben{sweLr, Clerk. ¥,
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