.t The PRESIDENTY Redly, .
To the GeNErAL COMMITTEE, reprefenting the Unit-
© %D BarrisT CHuRcHES, in Vipginia.
GENTLEMEN, Taen
I REQUEST that you will accept my belt ackposwa-
! ledg ‘for your cangratulations on' Mry—ppof
ment to the it office in the nation, ‘The kitd mauner
in which you mention my paft conduély ‘eqially cliims
the expreflion of my giatitude, - 4
Aftey wa had, by the fmiles of Divine Pravjdence oy
our exertions, odtained the objedt for \vhiéh‘lye tonpend
ed, 1retired at the conclufion of the war, with an
that my country could have no,farther occzfion for n
- fervices, and with the intentiun of never diisering again
into public Jife. But when the exigenciés &€ my coun-
try fkemed to.require me ence more” to.engage: in public
aftuies, an honett convidtion .of duty Tuperceded my
former relolution, and became my epology for deviating
from the hnpry plan which I bad adopted:
If T could have ised the flightc” app 7
that the conftitution framed in the Conventson whers 1.
had the honour to prefide; might poflibly endanger the
religious rights jof-any ecclefiaftical fociety) certainly I
would have never placed amy fignature 1035 and (il J
could now ronceive; that the general governmert might
be ever fo ddminifiered as to render the Jiberty of con-
feience infecure, T.heg you will be perfuadid, that ro
one ‘would be more zealous- than myfulfo_tfablith
effetual barriers againkt.the hotvors of tpirighal tyraury,
and every fpecies of religious perfecation, § -«

Far, you doubtefs remember, Ihave oftyn exprefled
my fentiments, that.every man, condu8linghimfelf aca |
ood citizen, and being aceountable 10 Ged alone for
g:; religlons epinions, qught.to be protedted in worfhip. |
ping the Deity according to'the ditates of his own con- |

Icience, = A

. While I recolled, with fatisfaftion tha the religiovs
fociety of which yon are members, have begn thzanghout

A iormilyeand Lalaloltunivertally the s -
friends ta the Nbeaty, and the perfevering promaters of
our gloricus revelution § I cannot Yefitate to believe,
that they will e ihe faithful fupporcers of a free, yer
efficient-general goveroment.  Under this pleafing. ex-
peétation, I rejoice to effure them, that they may rely
upon,my belt withts and endeavours. to advance thiir
profperity.

In the, mean timey be aflured, Gentlemen, that T
entertain a proper fenfe of your fervent fupplications to
God for my temporal and eternal happinels, I am,
Gentlemen, your moft obedient fervant,

* G, WASHINGTON,
v,

The aboue addrefi 1o the Prefident avas prefented by a,
Committee, delegated from nine of the Baptift” Affotiations
in the State of Virginta, avhich, together avith fwue others
not includedy’ veprefent tovo bundred and two regular
churches, confifiing of about 20,000 members,
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