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THE firft fettlers in thiz country wcre cwiarants
from Kugiand, of the Enolith church, jui ata point
of time when it was fluthed with cotmplete vidtory
over the religious of all other perfualizns.  Pullof
as they became, of the powers of making, admiwke-
tering, and exccuting the laws, they fhewed cqual
intolerance in this country with their Pufbytcu.m
brethre, who had emigvatad to the northern £ver .
ment.  T'he poor hokers wers flying from peeive-
tica in England.  They cait hziv cyc, oa thel: pew
countrics as alviums ot civii and rpixg:ous freedenm g
but they found them free only tor the reigning {o&t.
Several alls of the Virginia aflembly of 1659, 154
aad 1693, had made it penal in parents to teiute o
have th:ir children bantized ; had preiibited the un-
lawful affembling of Quakers @ had made 1t penal foc
any mafter of a veflel to bring a Qagker into the {tate ;
had ordered thofe already here, and fuch as fhruil
come hercatter, to be imprifoned till they (hould ab-
jure the country ; provxdc.d a milder punllhmu:t jur
their firlt and fecond return, but death for thoir third ;
had inhibited all perfons from {uffering thiir nmcziugs
in or near their houfes, entertaining them individuai-
lv, or cifpofing of books which fupyurted hieir ten ts.
1f no execution took place here, ws di! io New-E.-
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gland, it "was not owing to thc moderation of the
church, or fpirit of the legiflature, as may be infer-
red from the law itfelf 3 but to hiftorical circumftan-
cesprliich have not been handed down to us. The
Angiicans retained full pofiflion of the country about
a century.  Oiher opinions began then to creep in,
and the great care ot the government to fupport their
own cherch, having begotten an equal degree of indo-
Teree 1n its clergy, two-thirds of the people had be-
come d:{lzuters at the commencement of the prefent
revoiution.  The laws jadeed were ftill oppreflive on
them, but the fpirit of the one party had fubfided into
mmoderation, and of the other had rifen to a degree of
cetermination which commarded refpe&.

The prefcat ftate of cur laws on the fubje& of re-
ligion is this. ‘T'he convention of May 1776, in their
declaration of rights, declared it to be a truth, and a
natural right, that the exercife of religion thould be
frec ; but when they procecded to forin on that dea
claration the ordinance of government, inftead of rak-
ing up every principle declared in the bill of rights,
and gaarding it by legiilative fan€ion, they paffud
over that which aficrted our religious rights, leaving
them as ihey found thein. The fame conveuntion,
however, when they et as a member of the general
affembly in O&uber, 1776, repealed all ads of par-
liament which had readered criminal the maintaiving
any opinions in waatters of religion, the forbearing to
repair to church, and the exercifing any mode of
worihip ; and fufpeading the laws giving falaries to
the clergy, which {ufpenfion was made perpetual
in OQober 1779, Statutory oppreflions being thus
wiped away, we remain at prefent under thofe only
impofed by the common law, or by our .own 2&s of
alfembly. At the common law, berefy was a capital
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offence, punithab’e by bornivg.  Dis dofinition was
lett to the ecclehedti h_ﬂ judges, botore w hom the con-
vidtiou was, t4l theilature o the 1 K e 10 clrcum-
fecribed iy, bv Jectaving, that nothing fhould ve deems-
cd h»refv, bt sehat iad buen (o determined by au-
tharity of the car inical feripiures, or by one of the
tour fi-ft gencrai councils, or by fume other council
Laving tor tlu grounas of thair declaraiion the ex-
pec 3 aml plain words of the ferniprures.  Herefy,
thus circumfgribed, being an offince at the common
law, our adt of affembly of Oluber, 1777. ¢ 17.
gives cognifance of it 10 the geueral ¢ oury, by declar-
ingy tha. the jurifdiltion oi th t court {hall be gene-
ral in all matiors at the comm:. ,.a'v The cxecu-
tion is by the writ De hoerefico cunclurends. By cur
all of afloably oi 1705, ¢. 7o. it a perfon brougie
up in the Chritian religion acnius the deing ot a G\..u,
or the Trinity,or uflerts tiicre are mere ceds than one,
or denies the chriftian religion to bz tiue, o the {orip-
tures to be of divine authiority, he i punithable on
the firlt offince by incapacity to hold any oflice or cin-
ployment ccclefiaftical, civil, or miiitavy § on the fe-
cond by difabiiity to fue, to take any giit or legacy,
to be guardian, executor, or adminidratur, and by
three yearsimorifonmeat without boil.® A father’s
right to the cuftody of his own children being found-
ed in law oa his right of guardianthip, this being tak-
en away, they may of courfe be feveredl from him,
and put by the authority of the court, into more or-
thodox hauds. Ihis is 2 fummary view of that reli-
gious llwery, under which a peopie have been wil-
Hug to remain, who have lavithed their lives and for-
tunes for the eftublithment of their civil freedom.t —
* This pisus pavagraph is flil a C
v Furneaux paffii,

Connedicut law.——

A2
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The error feems not fufficiently eradicated, that the
operations ot *he mind, as well as the a&s of the bo-
dy, are {ubjc@ 1o the coercion of the laws.  But our
rulers can have no authority over fuch natural rights
enly as we have {ubmitted to them. The rights of
confcience we never Mibmitted, we could not fubmit.
We are aunfwerable for them toour God.  The legit-
imate powers of government extend to fuch aéts only
as are injurious to others.  But it does me no injury
tor my neighbor to fay there are twenty Gods, or no
God. It ncither picks my pocket nor breaks my leg.
If it be faid, his teftimony in a court of juftice cannot
Le relied on,rej: & itthen, and be the ftigma on him,
Conftraint may make him worfe by making him ahy.
nocrite, but it will never make him a truer man. It
may fix him obltinately in his errors, but will not cure
them.  Reafon and free inquiry arc the only effe@ual
agents againit error.  Give a loofe to them, they will
fupport the true religion, by bringing every talfe one
to their tribunal, to the teft of their inveftigation.—
Tkey arc the natural enemies of error, and of error
only. Had not the Roman government permitted free
inquiry, Chriftianity could never have been introdu-
ced. Had not frec inquiry been indalged at the zra
of reformation, the corruptions of Chriftianity could
not have been purged away. If it be reftrained now,
the prefent corruptions will be proteted and new
ones cncouraged. Was the government to prefcribe
to us our medicine and diet, our bodies would be in
fuch keepiug as our fouls are now. Thus in France
thz emetic was once forbidden as a medicine, and the
potatoe as an article of food.  Government is jult as
infallible 100 when it fixes fvftems in phyfics. Gali-
leo was fent to the inquifition for affirming that the
earth was a fphere @ the government had declased it
to be as flat as a treacher, and Galileo was obliged ta
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abjure his error.  This error however at length pre-
vailed, the earth became a globe, and Delcartes de-
clared it was whirled round its axis by a vortex. The
government in which he lived was wife cnough to
fee 1hat this was no qucftion of civil jurifdi@ion, or
we fhould all have been involved by authority in vor-
tices. In fa®, the vortices have been explored, and
the Newtonian principle of gravitation is now more
firmly eftablifhed, on the bafis of reafon, than it
would be were the government to ftep in, and make
it an article of necellury taith. Rcafon and expeti-
ment have been indulged, and error has fled before
them. It is erroralone which needs the fupport of
government. Truth can ftand by itfelf. Subje&k
opinion to coercion : whom will you make your in-
quifitors ? Fallible men ; men governed by bad paf-
fions, by private as well as pablic recafons.  And why
fubjeé it to coercion ? To produce nniformity. But
is uniformity of opinion defirablc ? No more than of
face and ftature.. Introduce the bed cf Procrultes
then, and as there is danger that the great men may
bcat the fmall, make us all of a fize, by lopping the
former and ftretching the latter.  Difference of opin-
ion is advantageous in religion. The feveral fe&s
pertorm the office of a cenfor morum over each other.
Is uniformity attainable ? Millions of innocent men,
women, and children, fince the introdu&ion of Chrif-
tiavity, have been burat, tortured, fined, imprifoned ;
yet we have not advanced one inch toward uniformi-
ty. What has been the effe@ of coercion ? to make
onc half the world feols,and the other half hypocrites.
To fupport roguery and error all over the earth. Let
us refle@ that it is inhabited by a thoufand millions of
people. That thefe profefs probably a thoufand dif-
ferent fyftems of religion.  That ours is but one of
that thoufand. That if there be but one right, and
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cnrs bt ong, we fhould wilh to fee the 999 wander-
ing {ole guihered ioto the foid of treth.  Bat againft
fuch a mujority we cancof (ffudt tkis by force. Rea-
fon sl pertofion are the only praficable inftru-
muents.  boake awoy tor thefe, fice ivquiry muft
be indutucd 5 how can we with olhcrs to induige it
white we cetulls it curfoives. But every flate, fays
an wquitior, s ettubitfhod fume religion. No two,
fay I, have eitab thed the fime. T+ ihiza proof of
the infaltibitity of ¢fi:h dhments P Our fiiler ftates of
Penofyivania and N.ow-Yoik, however, have long
fubfifted withont any (ftabiithinent a all. The ex-
periment was new and doubtinl when they made it.
It has anfwered bheyond concepiivn. They fluurith
infinizely. R .tizion is weli fupported 5 of various
kinds, indecd, but ail geod enough 5 all fufficient to
preferve peace and order s or it a fL& arifes, whofe
tenets would fubvert morais, gocd feule has fair play,
and reafons avd lavghs itout of doors, without fuffer-
ing the (tare t.» be trcubled with it They do not
hang more molefaflors than we do. They are not
more dilturb.d with rcligious diffenfions than we are.
Oan the contiary, their harmouy is unparalleled, and
can be afcribe ! to nothing but their unbounded toler-
ance, bocaufe their is no other circumftance in which
they diffir trom every nation on earth. They have
made the happy d;fcovery, that the way to ftlence re-
ligious dif;utes, is to tuke no notice of them. Let us
too give thi< experiment fair play, and get rid, while
we may, ot thofe tyrannical laws., It is true, we
are a- yot [ccured againft them by the fpirit of the
times. ] doubt whcther ihe people of this country
would {uffer 20 exceution for herefy, or a three years
imprifonment for not comprchending the myfteries of
the Trinity. But is the fpirit of the people an infal-
liable, a permancnt rcliance ? Is it government ?
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Is this the kind of prote@ion we receive in return for
the rights we give up ? Bofides, the fpirit of the times
may zlier, will alter.  Oaur ruters will become cor-
rupt, our peopie carclefs. A fingle zeaiot way come-
meuncce perfecutor, and better men be Lis vidtims. It
can never be too often repeated, that the time for fix-
ing every eflential right on a legal bafis is while our
rulers are houeft, and ourfelves united. From the
conchilion of this war we fhall be going down hill.—
It will not then be neceflary to refort every moment
to the peonle for fupport. They will be forgotten,
theretorz, and their rights difregarded.  They will
torget themflelves, but in the fole faculty of making
moeney, and wiil never think of uniting to cffcét a due
refpe@ for their rights.  The fhackles, therefore,
which (hzll not be nocked oft at the conclufion of this
war, will remain on us long, will be made heavier
and heavier, till our rights thall revive or expire in a
convulfion.

An ACT forestallishing RELIGIOUS FREEDOM,
passed in the Assembly of Virginia, in the beginning
of the Year 1786,

Wf EL L aware thar Almishty God hath created

the mind free ; that all attempts to influence
it by temcoral punishments cr burdens, or by civil
incapacitations, tend ooly to beget hubits of hypecrisy
and meanness, and src a departure from the plan
of the Holy Author of our religion, who being Lord
both of bocy and mind, yet chose not to propagate it
by coercions on either, as was in his Almighty power
to do; that the impious presumption of legislators
and rulers, civil as well as ecclesiastical, whe, being
themselves but fallible and uiinspired mien, have s«
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sumed dominion over the faith of others, settinrg up
their own opinions and modes of thinking as the only
true and infallible, and as such endeavoring toimpose
them on others, hath established and maintained false
religions over thc greatest part of the world, and
through all time; that to compci a man to turnish
contributions of money for the propagation of opinions
which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrasnical 5 that
cven the forcing of him to support this or that teacher
of his own reiigious persuasion, is dcpriving him of
the comfortable liberty of giving his coatributions to
the particular pastor whose morals he vwould make
his pattern, and whose powers he fucls must persua-
sive to righteousnessy, and is withdrawing from the
miuistry those temporal rewards, that procecding from
a2 approbation of their personal conduct, are an addi-
tional incitement to earnest & uaremitting labors for the
instruction of mankind ; that our civil rights have no
dependance on our religious opinions, more than our
opinions, in physics or geometry ; that therefore the
proscribing any citizen as unworthy the public confi-
dence by laying upon him an incapacity of being call-
ed to offices of trust and emolument, unless he profess
~or renounce this or that religious opinion, is depriv-
ing him mjunously of those privileges and advantages
to which in common with his fellow citizens he has
a natural right ; that it tends also to corrupt the prin-
ciples of that very religion it is meant to encourage,
by bribing, with a monopoly of worldly honors and
emolumeuts, those who will cxternally profess and
conform to it; that thongh indeed these are criminal
who du not withstand such temptation, yet neither are
those innocent whoday the bait wu their way 5 that to
suffzr the civil magistrate to intrude his powers into
the fizld of opinion and to restrain the profession or
propagatioa of principics, on supposition of their ilk
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tendency, is a dangerous fallacy, which at once de-
stroys all religtous liberty, becavse he being of courss
judge of that terdency, will make his oplmons the
rule of judgment, and approve or condemn the serti-
ments of others only as thev shall square with or dit-
ter from his own ;) that it is tiice enough for theright-
ful purposes of civil government, for its cfficers to
Interfere when principles break out into overt acts a-
gainst peace and goed order 5 and finally, that truth
is great and will prevail if left to herself, that the is
the proper and sufficient antagcaist to error, and has
nothirg to fear from the cenflict, unless by human
interposition disarmed of her namral wecapons, free
argument and debate, errors ccasing to be dangcrous
when it is permitted frecly to contradict them.

Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly,
That no man shall be Compc]l”d to frequent or sup-
port any religious worship, place or ministry whatso-
ever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested,
burihened in his bedy or gonds, nor shall nthexwxsc
suffer on account of his religious cpinions or belief ;
but that all men shall be free to profess, and by argu-
ment to maintain, their opinions in matters of ree
ligion and that the same shall in no wise diminish,
enlarge, effect their civil capacities.”

And though we wecll know that this assembly,
elected by the people fur the ordinary purpeses of le-
gislatton only, have no power to restrain the acts of
succeeding assemblies, constituted with powers equal
to our own, and that therefore to declare this act
irrevocable, waould be of no effect in law, ye: we are
free to declare, and do declare, that the rights hereby

asserted are of the natural right of mankind, and ‘hat
if any act shall be hercafter passed to repeal the pre-
sent or marrow its operation, such act will be an in-

fringment of natural right.



