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MINUTES
OF THE
BAPTIST MIDDLE DISTRICT ASSOCIATION,

ITolden at Salem Meeting-House, Ches.
terfield County, the second Satur day in

Qctober, 1513.

_ABOUT noon Flder Wm. Creath delivercd the
mtmduc(oxy sermon from 1. Timothy, 1. 15, Al
ter divine service, read the letters to see who com-
posed the Association.

No. Churches. Messengers® Names.

1. Chesterfield —Eleazar Llay, 'Fhos. Barfost,
John 1. Beleher. |

2. Skinquarter—Charles Forsce, Edm’d. Goode,

M. Goode, E. Bass.

5. Powhatan—John Wooldridge, Peter Porter,
Win. Sublett.

4. Muddy Creek—Samuel Woodfin.

5. Nouoway-—Wllbamsogﬂ Pittman, 1), Stew-
art, Joha Winn.

6. 'I'omahawk—\XVm. Flourney, Reubin Winfree,

James Powel.
7. Salem-—Thonas Lafon, Damel Hatcher, Dao.

iel Chalkley.
8. Spring Crock-~B, Watkias, J. Martin, Wn.

Trabue.

After reading the letters, chose brethren Eleazar
Clay, Modelatm', Ben, Watkins, Clerk, dand Jordaa
Martin, assistapi. -;

Received 10 copies of the Minutes from the Ports.
mouth Association, tfirough the hands of brother

Lee, in Richmond, for which we return our best
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iranks, Also several copies of Minutes from the
¢ Lowane Kehukee and County line Asscelaiions,
through the bands of brother Brame, for whieh we
rcturn the same. |

On motion, agreed, That Elders William Creath
from the Meherrin Assotiation, and Wi, Brame,
from the Dover distriet, be invited to scats with us,
who acecordingly did.

On wotion, agreed, That the Moderator, Clerk
and his assistant, arrange the business of the Asso-
ciation, and report on Monday morning next.

Agveed, that brethren Thomas Burfeot, Edwaiil
Bass and Williain T'rabue, be a committee to re-
ccive the Churches bouanty, and scttle with the trea-
surer and report on Monday.

Elders William Creath, Benjamin WatKkins and
Samuel Woodlin are chosen to preach on the mor-
row, and that wership commmence at 10 o'clock, A.
M. Agreed, that we adjourn till Monday merning
10'0’cloek ; and then dismiescd in order.

S

" LORD'S DAY.

The Ministers chosen to preath, met agrecably
to time, sud preachoed to a large and attentive au-
dience, and we hope that the word @elivesed, will
liave lusting impressions on the minds of many.

-

_ Monduy Morning, Oct. 11, 1813.

Met pursuant (o adjorunment, and after worship
proceeded to businesz,  Ordered, that the Messen-
“zevs” nameg be called over,

‘The committee chosen to arrange the business of
i Assaciation, made the following report, viz,

1. ‘Fue ceriospoudent messengers ywiho were chio.
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sen {0 visit Appomattox Association, to make re.
port. |

2. The messengers who were chosea to visit the
Meheriin Association, to report.

3. To appoint messengers to correspond with both
of the above associations, to wit : Appomatiox aud
Melierrin.

4. The commiltee chiosen to receive tlic Church-
es bounty, and settle with the Treasurer, to report.

5. Would it not be adviscable to sgt apart a day,
for Tasting and Humiliation before Almighty God,
sceing his judgments are manifest in our land 2

6. The time and place of the next association?

Agreed, that the veport be veceived, and comnmit-
tec a'scharged.

Eider Woodfin, one ef the corresponding messen-
gers appointed (o visit Appomatiex associution, ro-
ported, and was heard.

Elder Flournoy, who was chosen to visit Mcher-.
rin association, attended, reported, und was heard.

Agreed, that we dispense with sending messen-
gers to correspond with the Appouniatiox associati-
on, as it comnes on pext Saturday, in the upper end
of suid distriet.

Elders Benjamin Watkins and ‘Thomas Laf~n ave
cliosen to correspond with the Melicrrin association
at their next,

"T'he commitice chiosen (o recvive ithe beunty, and
settle with the ‘I'reasurer, repovted, that they find
in his hands after the necessary appropriations, the

sum of - - - - % 970
‘The present contributions - 9 43
19 13

The report received and commitiee discharged.

Agreed, that on Wednesday tic first day of De-
cember, be a day set-apart for Fusting, Iumiliati-
oun . . Frayer, beiore Almighty God, thioughout
our district, and that all servile labour be dispensed
“'“ho
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Ifaving veecived a request from the Portsmouth
association for some aid in building a Baptist Meet.
tng House fn the town of Petershurg.  After takiug
thie same under cousideration, we do recommend to
the several Charehes in our distriet, to unite in as-
sisting o build @ 3eeting House for the public wor-
Siip oi GOD id said Tow n,and that the mone Y con-
tributed be deposited in the hands of our Treasuver,

Agreed, th _.u we have two Union meetings a year,
say the first at Liberty Meeting house, Amelia
Caunty, the st Saturday before the first Sunday
in May next. Aad the other at Muddy Creck
Slecting house, Powhatan Couyty, the Saturday
before the ¥th Sunday in August next.

Agreed, that our next Association be held at
Epring Creek Meeting Liouse, the second Saturday
in October, 1814

Aficr prayer, dismissed in order.

ELEAZAR CLAY, Moderafor.
BENJAMIN WATKINS, Clerk.

> 29O 9D 9 900 I —
SECOND SESSION.

SATURDAY, Octaler 8, 1814,

The messengers ol the Middle district associati-
on convened together at Spring Creck Meeting
house, in Chesterfield county, and about nvon EI-
der John Bryce (from Richmond) preached the in-
troductory Sermon from 1. Peter 2, 6.

After worship, proceeded to read the letters to
sce who formed the Association. Those to whose

names an * is affixed, were not present,
"\ 0. Churchces. Messengers’ Names.

. Skinquarter .- Charles Borsee, Edmd. Goode,
lemrd Bass, James Parker.

2. Powhatan—John Wooldridge, Pcter Porter,
win. Sublett,
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3. Tomahawk— Wm. Flournoy, Reubin Win.
free, J. Powelly E, Loekett.

4. Chesterficld—*Elcazar Clay, Danicl Hudson,
#1'homas Burfoot, 'T. Gregory.

5. Spring Creek—B. Watkins, J. Martin, Wm,
Travve, George Haacoek. ‘

6. Muddy Creek—Samuel Woodfin,

7. Salem-—A letter received, but no messenger,

Elders, Benjamin Watkins was chosen Modera-
tor, and Jordin Martin Clerk,

Elders John Bryee and John Scurry being pre.
sent, were invited to scats, who accordingly took
seafs., .
Elders Charles TForsee, Samuel Woodfin, tlic
Mloderator and Clerk, are chosen to arrange the bu-
«iness of the associatien, and make report on Mon-
day Morning.

i“lders Flournoy, Wooldridge, Woodfin and the
( lerk weie app'nnted a eommitiee, 10 write a Cir

celar Letler to be annexed to our Miuutes, and to
rcport on Monday. ‘

Brethren Dass, Lockett and Trabue, apnointed
to receive the Churches bounty, and settle with th.
'I'reasurer and make report on Monday,

On motion, agreed, 'T'hat we dispense with choos.
ing Miuisters to preach on the morrow, and that |
we meet at 16 e’clock for the above purpose, and
that the public worskip of GOD commence at 11 ¢'-
clock, A. M. |

Agreed, That we adjcurn tiil Menday morning
10 o’clock.

After prrycr, were dismissed ia order.

Elders John Scurry, Samuel Woodfin and Jehn
‘Wooldridge, were chosen te preach on the Lord’s
Day, who accordingly met a numerous audience,
and preacLed the good word, and we hope that good,
Jasting good, will result from tiie same, to the glo-*
ry of God, ard the good of Lis people,
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MONDAY MORNING, Oct. 10, 1814,

Mt uceording to adjournment, and alter prayer
woeceded (o business.

Ordeved, T'hat du, names of the Messengers be

sied over,

'lnc committee chosen to arrange the business of
l.. association, repor ‘ted as follows, viz.

‘T'hie cor r-vaponuent Messengers who were ap-
p'.m'cd to visit the Melierrin distriet assovciation,
w report,

2. '1'o appoint messengers to correspond with the
Meherrin and Appomattox distriets assoeiation,

. To appoint two Union mectings in the district,
‘13 ime and place.

3. T'he Circular letter te be called for and read.

5. A recommendation from Spring Creek Church
vith regard to a day of Tasting, Humniliation aad
Prayer to \lmlqllf! God, &e.

6. The commitiee chosen to receive the boun-
ty And settle wWith the 'I'reasurer, (o report,

7. The tiie and place ol the next assoveiation,

Agreed, That the report be received and com-
nittee discharged.

Elder Benjamin Watkins being one of the ccv-
resnonding wresseagers to the Meherrin assoeiation,
repuried that he visited the above said association ; H
the repurt was satisfactory.

Un metion, agreed, T'hat we send two members
to thie¢ next Meherrin association, who are Llders
Forsee and Wooldridge : Also agreed, that two
memibers attend the next Appomattox associution,
who are Elders Gouode and Martin.

Agreed, That the first Union meeting be held at
the Red.lane Meeting hiouse. Powhatan county, the
sccond Saturday and buuday in May next.

Agreed, T hat the second Union meeting be held
at Bethlehem Meeting house, Chesterfield County,
the third Saturday and Sunday in August next.

On metion, agreed, 'I'hat a commitlec be ap-
peinted (o unite mth the former conuaittee, to cx-



amine ikc Cireular Letter, who wore hretheen Jolg
Seurry, the Moderator, Deniel Hadson, Junies Pay.
ker 2nd Edmund Locke st 5 who accordingly ¢xam.
ined the sawme, and was fmn read before me Liody
and received.

The recommendation from Sprisg Churei, res.
pecting a day of Fasting, Huwmiliation and Prayer,
was ltlwn up by the associaticn and unemmnusis a-
greed to. Being somewhat scnsible of the vd;,;
ments of God, mat do absund in owr LIk ms! S!;Lh 43
the present war and the shedding of human blood ;
and the great declension ot iligion which bas la.
ken place, wihat small additions L.ne been 1a ue
Churelizs, and what hiude eilvet the word of God
scems to take under the preached word; Mhile
numbers appear to be bavdened, aud are wmnn'
worse and worse, heaping up wrath against tnd‘day
of wrath and revelotion oi the righteons jadgmeat
of God j—why il render to cvery mai aceording
to his deeds.

We liave ti:ovefore agreed, to set apart the first
Tuesday in November, being the first day of the
nonth, asa day of Fasting, Humiliation aud 'vayes
to Almighty God, to be strictly ebsevved, and that
all scrvilo labor be Gispensed with., '1'o confess and
deprecate, seeing the scourging hand of Ged is a.
gainst us, in the many awful dispensations of his
providenee ;. aud bescech him to remeinber us ina
way of merey, who are a sinful and wretched pees
ple ; aad should always, and at all times, and in e
very place, laok up to hiin for help, who alone ean

alfurd help, and that in every time of need. '

"T'he commiltee chnsen (o reeeive the bounty and
settle with tiie ‘Lreasurer, reported that they fiud
in the hands of the Treasurer the sumolb $ 19 13

Lhie present bounty sent - - - 4 50

"Total 23 63.

On motion, agreed, 'That 159 cogics of our Min.

utes be priated and distributed as furmerly, by our

(,lcrn.
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Agreed, That our next assnciation be Leld at
Medey CTreek Mecting hiouse, 'owhatan County, on
the sceond Monday in Oetober, 1815,
On moation, and were dismissed in order.
BENJAMIN WATKINS, Moderatar,

JORDAN MARTIN, Clcrk.

CIRCULA. LETTER,

Deing through the gooduess of our God, once
more permitted (o meet tegether, and having consi-
dered the accounts from the several eliurches ;
while we Exnnot but lament (he occasion of the
complaints of luke-warmness in the things of God,
which ought to cause grief and soriow inevery pi-
cus mind,
You wil now permit us to address ycu in the most
serious and affectionate manner ;< ana though we
bave no new doctrine to exhibit, no new duties to
nforce upon you, yet we argypersuaded you will
Ruffer us, to stir up your pure minds by way of re-

membrancey, that we may be mmndful of the words
which 1cere spoken before by the holy prophets, and
e commandant of us the Jpostles of the Lord and
urionr, ,

Our carnest desire is, that ye may not be merely
rolessors of Christianity, but snch as have rveceiv-
d the graced of God in truth ; you will not think
hat we are teo torwatd, or overbearing, if we en-
eavor to animate you, not only most earnestly to
naintain all that which you sineerely belicve te be
ivine truth, but to illustrate the truths of the gos-
l, which we hepe and trust you have embraced.—
Ve should always recollect, that the grace of God
hich bringc th salvation, hath appeared te ail men,
eaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly
usts, we should live solerly, righicously ond godly
n this present world. The zospel of Christ not on-
y teachies us to abstain from every evil, but to bs
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active and zealous in the good cause of God, W
are exhorted by the apostle, to work out our sel
vation with fear and trembling, velieving and thy
without a doubt, that ft is God 10ho worketh in usJ}
» both te will and te do of his good pleasure.” ﬁ
Men may abstain from all gross and scandaloyl
sins, and yet have no true love 10 God, and no regf
love to his eause, may he baptized and make a grea
blaze of profession, aunil yet not have their hear
right in the sight of God, but be in the galc of bi.
terness, and in the bond of iniquily. - |
Every doctrine which iscalculated to glorily Go
and to advance the Redeemer’s interest in the workR
must be of God. Be zealous for that faithh wige\i
was onee delivered to the saints,. We weuldegndl:
fully resommend go you, (> prize the dostrines il
vine grace and to live under their influence, Uyt
~ youmwy not hold the truth of Ged, in narighteasl.
wosss - Lst the word of Christ dwell in you ricigh
in 44 smisdom, that you may hring forth fruit g
glory-of God. Lot gg take liced, lost we call O%
Lord, and at the same tims do not the things wig
he commands us, for the mouth of etornal trntiste
. 5ol that by out fruit we are to be knewn., Mg
1ain an jntercours witis heaven, in the pleasan.
'profitable exercise of prayer. Be frequently ing
closojss Keep up yeur union with your God i
1t bas been cfien said, that apostacy from God
gina at the eloget door. , 1ake the promise of yk
loving'Savioar with you, when you seclude
-sclves from a busting sworld, to hold cammuoni
with {mﬂml 3 That when thom pragest, etior ¥
thy closet, and when theu hast shut thy doov; prég!
. thy Father whe i¢ in sccret, and thy Father, o
. secth in secevet, shtll reward thee openly. Thé &
tJe James sqys—The cffectual forvent prayer of
righteous man avafleth much. Be not les gatie
tivg to the exercises of public prayer. I s wud
be lamented, that the. mere sgiritual the exert
the less it is regarded by some who profess the

-— e . &

_—

e S o @a -~ ul b



il

lizion ¢i Jesus. Mence it is frequently {o he ab-
served, that meetings for prayer only, are little fre.
quient: «l by numluu And if a sermion is to be
pltd(u(d. it will ¢laim mueh more atiention, at
Jeast, with vespect to the number of heavers ; many
persons so coutrive it, tc enter 'thc.e honse of Gud ¥
when prayer is nearly, oer quite ended, dhat they
may be troubled with noibing but lh(, SCrMon.,—
Shame, O} Shame !

Let your attendance on all the ordinaneces of reli-
gicus W u.a!np be steady and uuniform. Re found
mh in the house of God, if posaxble Reverence
his ..abbalhs, and give best praise to him. Hear
tiie word of God wuh meckness and fear. When
attending on divine worship, avoid levity on the one
hand, .md drowsiness on the other. Krequent ihe
sable of the Lord.  You will find it good io sit with
your Redegmer, for he will maLP his fruit sweet to
3ou| taste, Haye re gard to eligj uun conversation,-
that is profitable. Take delightin (elﬁng what you
hiope thie Lo bag done ‘for our souls. ' As you
\uuld uvoid all affestggion mﬁll gicn, sb beware of
teo great ha!h.fulness. ow oflel jvo the saints nf
God derived comifort n:xl ponselaon, from religi
ous conversation ? Of this you may bc assured, that
your pious eammunications are aeceptable to G
What says the prophet 2-—~Then they that feared t
Lord spake oflen ome to another ; and the Lord
| hearkened and heard it : and a book o ﬁ rewiem-
brance was wrilten defore him for them that feired

the Lord, and that thought upon his nawme.
Those of you who are parents, be careful to train
up your children in the nurture and admonitien of
the Lord. . Lay pions and godly exampies before
them ; let your conversation be often about Jesus
and the goodness of Gied, in saving a sinful and
wreiched peeple. Encoul'ago them to seek the
Lord in their early days ; tell them of the  happy ef-
fects of grace, that the rellglon of Jesus gives peace
“here and hereafier.
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¥.:t your servants also who are under your can
see how -the religion of Jesus actuates you, by yon
pious amd. godly lives. JAnd give unto ihem 4
which is yust and equal ; knowing that ye also hgn@
a Masler in Heaven. Neither is there respect of yar.
sons wilh Ged. As members of Churches, be care.
ful to fill yp your scats in a vegular and honorall,
manner. I)'not suffer every light and (rivial eje.
cums(ance to-hjnder you from bheing found in the
house of Ged,. 1f it be thus with any of you, re
member from whence ye arc fallen, and repent, and
do the first works. )

Qnce more and for all, we would ree end that
the segiptures be strictly vead in our famlles, both
morning aud evening, a.@ every other leisure hour;
for théy sre uble to make us wise unto salvaticn,
Ytisby the werd f Ged, we learn eur duiyte
Lan, and. to ose aunoither. The Scriptures area:

‘Sure gmd'o, even in the worst of times ;—suchm
wé now experienes Withiregard to the war, andy
thousand ather evils, which we are now grapplig
with. And may the goed (rod grant, thal whils'
his judgments gre in the earth, the inhabitants d"
the world may learn righteousncss. Grace be witk

all thei that love our Lovd Jesus Ckrist in sincers






