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MINUTES, &e.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE @, 17QO0.

T two o'clock, P. M. Elder Hosper
preached an introduétory fermon
from Math. sth chap. 16th verfe.
2. Procceded to the choice of a Mode-
rator and Clerk.

Read the Letters from the feveral
churchcs, and took the following account
of the members who have been added, d:-
minithed, excluded, or died the laft year.

- ———— — — e m———

Clurckes. I Mefeugers, . AT R T
S o I B B Y R R
Beravick & Elder I#:lliam Heoper .52
Maatuary, } Stepben Hodydon.
Mojes Ciarte, P2 bl
Brintwood z /,,/;,’f et
S illiam Lurrel,
Naibaniel Brown.
Elder Waltrr Powers,| 3 { 32
Gilmantawwn, Tiema: Edgerly,
Dudley Toung.
Sanford EYi.Zebed:. R:chardfon| 10 80
’ Lauc Walker.
Nortbhwooa, Elder Edmurd Pilfbary. | 41
Weils, Elier Nuatraniel Lord. 43
Caoxlall, Fider Simon Lock, 13
Shagiergh, Llder Nebemiab Dawvis. ' | 23

4. Read minutes of the Phiilu:le /p/mz and
Warren Afjoctations.
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5. Read a letter and minutes from the
Woodflock Affsciation, received by their mei-
fengers, Elder Thomas Baldwin and Elder
jo/epb Call, requefting union and corref-
pondence with us by meffengers and letters.
They were accordingly received by the
right hand of fellowfhip.

6. Received and read a letter from the
Meridith Affsciaticn, by hands of Elder Ni-
ckolas Folfem and Elder Cozten Haynes.

. Voted to receive the membexs of the
Sifter Churches to a& with us in this con-
ference.

8. Elder Hosper appointed to prepare
letters to the correfponding Aflociations.

g. Elder Rickardfon and Elder Baldwin
were cholen to prepare a circular letter to
the Churches.

10. Adjourn’d until tomorrow morning
at g o’clock. :

Elder Baldswin delivered a fcrmon 1n the
evening, from Deut. 33—29.

THURSDAY MORNING,
Met according to adyournment,

11. Read and approved the letters to the
hifter Afociations, prepared by Elder Hoop-
er.

12. Read the Circular Letter prepared
by Elders Riclardjen & Baldwin.
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17. The quehton whether it 1s the duty
of Chrittians, naving the gitt of finging,
to learn themfielves, and infirud their chil-
aren fo girted or caufe them to be inftruéta
ed 1n the are of Plalmedy, fo that that part
of divine worfhp may be performed with
more decency and good order P

An'wered unanimoufly in the afirma-
tive.

14. A queftion by a member of the
Church in Brintwood, ¢ Whether we
ought to hold a brother in fellowihip who
lives in the conftant neglet of prayer in
‘his family 5 and juftifies himfelf on a point
of }nnmple / We anfwer,

‘That aithough there may not be @n ex-
prels command, yet we think it 1s fully im-
- plied 1n a number of infiances. Our Lorp
has taught us to fay our Father, not my
Father; and give us this day our daily
bread. We are alfo dire@ed to pray with
all prayer, which will incluce family pray-
er.  Avain, we are told that ““ cvery crea-
ture of Gop 1s good ;” and i1s ¢ fanGified
by the word of Gop and prayer.” Then
confequently 'Fwe aét with our familics,
ve ouzht to prav with them.

We find that the Saints of old were a
prayu g !,mplc ; but did thev found a

;’ \

trumpt before them, or tell of it then-
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felves ? Or did others hear them ? We
are commanded to train up our children
inthe nurture and admonition of the Loxkbp.
Nurture means education asd mfiruction.

Can a parent infiruct a child that ke 1s
a dependent creature cn Gon without ac-
knowledging Gon himfelf in the duty of
praver ! In {hort, the neglett ot family
prayer tends to wound the minds of pray -
g Saints-—encourages nfidelity, and
leaves but little diftinciion between profef-
{ors and heathens.

15. Voted that Elder Powers and Dea-
con Themas Edgerly attend the Warren A&
Jociation.

16. Voted that Elder Richardforr and
Mofes Clarke attend the Heodflock Affocia-
ticy at their next.

17. Voted that Elder Shepberd and fobn
Frejcot attend the next Bodsinbam Ajfoci=
aiien,

18. Voted that Elder Heoper, Nathaniel
Brewn, and Jofeph Hutchens attend the Me-
redith Affeciation the fecond Wednefday in
September next,

19. Voted to meet at Brintwood the fe-
cond Wednefday of June 1791, at two
o'clock afternoon.
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The CIRCULAR LETTER.

DEARLY BELOVED,

AS the revolving feafon turns round, it
makes new difcoveries of the divine Muni-
ficence, and declares that God is good, and
as his mercies are new fo us every morning,
and [refb every moment, we are laid under
the ftrongett obligations to gratitude and
thankfulnefs. Waen we refleét on the
purity of the divine nature, the reffizude ot
GOD’s moral government, and confequent-
ly the infinite diftance he rruft be at from
fin; we are aftonithed at the height of his
grace, which has burit forth in the plan of
gofpel, to a rebel world, which leads us to
enquire—

WuaT mighty mstive could prefent 1t-
felf to the divine mind, as fufficient to
produce fuch aitonithing effcéts.  The fa-
cred pages teach us to believe, that this
plan of gracz was concerted in eternity be-
fore the world was, when there was nei-
ther happinefs or mifery in the univerfe to
move him—therefoe, we conclude that
his glory muit be the Alpha and Omega
of all bis condul: but will this, 1n the
lea®t, diminith our happinefs ! Nay verily,
but when our hearts are under the influ-
ence of his lpn.t we do 1 our fouls £x-
alt his glory avove the heavens. Nuthmg
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fhort of this can make our conduct re-
femble thatof the blefled Jrsus, ““&"/JD
/awrn* not bis cion glery, but Hhe glory cf lim
that fent Fim’—and who, near the cloﬂng
pex'xod of life, could lock up to his Father
with confidence and fay, ¢ J fave gicrified
T hce on the corth—1I Fave f"'ff ed the soork
thou gmn/.’ me to do.”—Is 'f}.a:xe net in our
hearts then a defire to 1mutate juch & glo-
rious example ? Let us facnfice every fel-
fith intercft that the glory of Gop may be
advanced. Have we not the anwo‘)auon
of our confciences, that it is with a view to
the divine glory, that we have fet up our
Affociation of Churches? Has not the
Loxp manifefted his approbation from
time to time, by cauling our fovk to re-
joice and making us fet zegether in feavenly
f‘ln CoS.

Wt are once more favoured with an
opportunity to hear ¢” the profperity of
the Redeemer’s ccf» 1 various parts of
cur land ; from fome of which we have
aﬁxeeaola information of a good woik
Gob 1s carrying on L‘, s fpmt.

A number ot the M »:iiers of this Ailo-
ciationare, by fome means, pxcx ented from
atlembling with us, whzm we fhould much
reerct, dul wenet believe that fpecial pro-
vidence had prevented their coms nm-—-—»i\
aumber of our charches we have had no
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narticular accounts from; from thoic we
have heard, they appear to be found 1 the
faith ; and in general to be at pcace amonz
thcmfelveb, but complain of great dcad—
nefs, yet are not left without fome earnc't
dcﬁrcs, that the Lorp weould revive /lu;

ork amonglt therm: i order to which it
arpcau. neceffary that the friends of Jefus
fhould diftinguiih themfelves and appear
on the Lorp’s f{ide, and /lez their fizht 15
Shiie, that others feeing thei. good works mey
alorify Goa.

LeT us then earneftly pray for the pro/-
perity of Zion, for they that love ber profper.
Let us carefully attend to the difcipline of
Curis . ‘nhis houfe—becareful toftrensth-
en the hands that hang down, and com-
fort the feeble minded. We belecch you,
Brethren, to know them that are {ct over
you i the Lorp, and efteem them highly
in love for their work’s fake; kzep your
doors open for the improvement of reg::-
lar gifts, but be careful of admitting {tran-
gers, whofe ftanding and chriftian chaiae-
ters you are anacquainted with.

May the Lorp enlighten vour min's
abundantiv in the knowlege of his \\.,l

and prenare you forevery g s00d word :
work.
WAT 712 PONVERS, Yoe oo
VY H.,Ll.x.‘u IZOOPER, Cirl.



