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will give heed to feducing ipirits; any that the way of truth
will be evil fpoken of.  Krror in different ways will make its
appearance, and attack the church of God.

The time has been, when thofe wlio were unfriendiy to our
churches have endeavoured to reprefent us as heterodox in our
principles, and vicious in our practice.  But blefled be God,
through divine grace, we have been enabled, by a fteady per-
feverence in the doctrine of Chnit, to put to ﬁ‘cncc thofe gain-
wyers, and in fome degreeto ftop the mouth of {lunder and de-
wadtion.  But, brethren; we imuft not put off our armou., gnd
toryet that weare in an encmy’s land. We are by no micans
out of “danger; we bave to « Wreflleagainft prn cipalitics end
TOWTS, a;)amﬂ the rulers of the darknefs of this world, :gaintt
ﬂ).z tual wickednefs in high placcs. We are Cm'c( to ¢ Con-
tend earneftly tor the faith once del; vered to the Lunw ;7 and
il we adhuccloidv to the difcriminating doétrine of the G,
and the peculiar ordinances oi the Gofpel, as they were tirf} in-
ftituted “and delivered to the chiurch, we may c.‘l,ck ourfelves
tu the cenfure of fome as beng fupcx{ itlous,

"The 1pirit of the times, in which we live, is a tolerant, ac-
commoda*mg fpirit; and complains but littie of what men be-
lieve, in cafe they lead inoffenfive lives.  Butare the principles
of our holy Religion to be trifled with ¢ {urely no. It aman
believes in the Acran of Malomet, and 15 a zood mainber of civil
focicty, you will treat hum as {uch ; but ure you to confider or
treat L as a chnftian ¢ 1t canunot e fuppofed.  1f another be-
lievesin Natwral 1./, and denies the Chirifiian revelation,
the ext*uciic of the mott protufe chanty does notrequire you to
receive him as a chriftian, let bis iije Le os itway.  Thefe are
plain cafes 3 but there wre cthers which are more difheule:
there are many who profefs 1o he the fricnds of Chritianity,
and ver ftrip Chrift of his errual Desry. w0 tob Lim of the
brighteft gem in his Crown ! “But we have not {o learned
Chrift ;”” we cannot, we dure not give this point up; tousitis
important ! We Lave refted our tolvetion on Chiift, notas a
mail, nor a crorted by, though of the Bphoft order; but as
Leing very Gob, and co-darrn al with the 1 ther ! Tt would be

ubbu} ‘mlzv n an{phtm}, forthe firft Archanged to claim
cquaiity with Gud.  And it the blefled ](hls wy not poflefled
ot rex! and proper Deity, the Jews ware ng“t i fivine that he
Llatphianed, in that Le, b e aan, made himfelf Go A Thls
fentiment lies at the foundation of t[ r Clinitiea 1w ome, 2nd
Bcorporates el with thewl oo ol the fyftom,
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We ain liuppy (o fod that our bretrenin i ol our J‘cr
Afjociationsy 1t :(,aghout this m‘i Cuoitent, appear 1o be
found in this very 1mpuu..m artcie of wur fath, et vo wateh
ageinft 2l corruprion in doftiine, and ot give up a hittl:
here, aud a Dile there, untl we [:ayc not encugh lefrte be
wmth contcudiag far. Let ur be caredai that every fentimnent
that we br-ln_u, correfponds withthe genuine {pinit of the Bi.
ble; this we have adopted as owi on!y rule of faith and prac.
tice,

You will perioit us further to obicive, that the gofitice iniin.
tion; of Chr.C are few, plaix and figmficant 5 and fuing P!
commended his bre'hun tor kec:p'n,gr the ordinances as the
“were delivercd unto thom; but when they mutilated one (}”
them, Lic afks, whar fhalil fay to you? thall I praite you is
this? 1 pm{u you not;* and he immediately had resou:e
the original 18t Ut.un, to eftablith his repro of., Taie was .
diredt way to conviét their confciences, and no doubt feived .
much better purpofe than many confequences drav-z from L.
min argumetits,

But, Brethren, we muft net {top here; we mufl aad to our
fiith virtue, f our fentitients be fcund, and our extornal con-
forrity to the rituals of Religion be exadt. I fuprone i
to God does not rule in our heart s, glow in onrafteélions, and
have a comm nding influcrce upon our hves and tempers, our
religion will cppear to all around us to be no more than an einp-
ty name. My we then cuinvete every moiad and focial vir.
tue, and enceavour ro be v, fm man our profefiion and prac-
tice : It this be not the cotr, we th i roproach that catte which
ouglit to be duaer to us lhan l
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