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MINUTES

OF THE
NEW-ITAMPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
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UNE 12, at ten o’clock, a fermon by Elder Joun Peak—
Ephefians 2, 7.

At 2 o’clock the introda&Qory fermon, by Llder Oris Ron-
inson —2 Timothy, 1 Chapter g verle— [V hath favel ur,
and colled us awith an boly calling, not according to our avork,, bt
according to his own purpsfe and grace,which was given s in Clrjf
Fefus before the avorld began.”’

Chofe WirLiam Batcuerprr, Moderator.

Chofe WirrLiam Hoarrr, Clerk.

Read letters from the feveral churches, from whicli tha fol.
lowing account of members added, difinifled, excladed or
died the year paft ineach church, with the whole number, und
the names of minifters and meflengers prefent,
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Dawvid Currier,
Jabez True,
Broadltreet Gilman,
Jothua Lane,
Mofes Davis,
Zebulon Dow,
Dudly Gorden,
Brentwood Samuel Allen,
and branches, ] Benjamin Warfon,
| Jofiah Tuxbury,
liphalet Merrill,
Simeon Knowles,
Increafe Batchelder,
David Hanes,
_James Prefcott.

Otis Robinfon,
, John Libbey,
Sanford, Fbenezer Lin{cot,
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Jnteph Suith,
jofeph M. 'T'hominfon.
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John Doe,
Arthur Dutch,
Sim:n Moors.
Abner Flanders.
Zebedee 1olars,
(Nath;mie'l Gubtail,
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I Ldmund Stackpole,
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Received a lester from the church in Newbury and New-
Suryport, requefting to be received into this affociation ; after
reading their articles of faith, voted to receive them ; and
gave them the right hand of fellowfhip.
Received letter and minutes from Warren Affociation by
their meflengers, Llders Ssusatr Loveir and LEBENEZER

NEeLcon.

Dcceived letter and minutes from Bowdoinham Affociation,

by Elder PeTer Moors.
Received letter und minutes from Meredith Aflociation.

Received letter and minutes from Woodftock Affociation,
by their meffenger, ELijan WiLLarp.

Adjourned until to-morrow morning, eight o’clock.
JUNE r13.—Met according to adjournment.
Prayer by Elder NEevson.

Read and accepted the Circular Letter prepared by Elder
Witrtiam Hoorer. .

Received a letter from Goffstown church, requefting to join
this Afiociation ; after reading their articles of faith, voted
to receive them ; and gave them the right hand of fellowfhip.

Chofe Elders WarLTer Powrrs, Levi CHanBourNE, and
Josnua Cnase meflengers to the Warren Aflociation,

Llders Hocrez, BATcHrLDER, RoBinson, and REMICK to
Bowdoinham Aflociation.

To the Meredith and Woedflock Affociation, Elders Lock,
Foxsaxtan, Rorrrys,and tHHexry SmiTH.

Voted to hold our next Aflociation in Lebanon, at Elder
D rano’s maeting honfe, f:cond Wednefday of June, 1806.

Adermenat 11 clock, by Elder Esusnczer Nevson, from
Faxodas 9d cbonor, 7 verfe,
puppis for Wewbury-=T0 e Decavo laft in O&ober—
Elder Roviwsen, 68 in January.

-
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CIRCULAR LET LR,

— e s oIS AN LRt e

Dearly beloved Brethren,
H AVING obtained mercy cf God, we have op-

portunity to meet a(ccmdmg to our appointment,—
We fhall addrefls you in thoie words of the apoftle
Paul to the Galatians——¢* And the life whick { now
live in the flefhy I live by ihe faith of c/ze Son of God,
whe loved me, and gave himfelf for me.” The apoltle
fpeaks of a death and a new life in thofc words, of
being dead to the ceremonial law,and to all his own
works, and to live a new life in conformity to the
gofpel. He fpeaks of the faith of the fon of God,
as the ground of his hope, and rulc of his life. The
faith of the {on of God embraccs and brings into
view the undertaking, fufferings and dcath of our
Divine Redeemer, in making full, complete and
faithful fatisfattion to the law and juftice of God ;
in a particular manaer for his church, which 1s the
foundation of their juftification betore God, and
the {pring of al! their hope and | Joy.f Notlywo 18
of righteoufnefs, which we frave dene, bu/.f according to
Lis mercy he faved us. Thercfore it i 0f /a:z’/z that
it might be by grace b2 the (1] the premyfe mighe be
Jureto all the fecd,” or clectof God. Tuis HL‘L(,“(II\,
in order toh vea clear underitanding of the gofpe

to diltingui{n between tae fuith of the fon of (;n:i
and the exercilc of fovthiin (he belicver, which s
not the foundation of his julbiicaten belive God,
but the evidence of bis jultification to himdell and
()l!)';?!sg becaule ?.::-‘,:, ‘Uxtn S "'!f.'(l to e fon of

N N SN ); syt { » ¢ . vy (
God, cannst mean his boieving, becanie a by o2
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pcrte& knowledge, flandeth in no need of faith ;
but it muit mean his being a faithful and merciful
high prieft, mn things putamm" to God, in making
reconciliation for the fins of the pcople. There fore
{2ith and repentance, which many hold as condi-
tons of falvation, arc a free gift, which God has
promi{cid to beftow m:c)'n his people. ¢ Him hath
God exalted with his right hand to be a pirince and a
f wmwr, for to giue )epcnéf,zna’ to Ifraely and forg:ve-
nefs of fins.” ‘The dottrine of God’s evel rlalting and
eletting love to his people is {o clearly Ieveaz(d in
the Lmle, that it cannot be denied : But many un-
dertake to explainitin this way, viz. that it means
the prophets and apoltics who were forcknown and
nredeflinated, before the world began, to be pro.-
phets and apoflics, and called to that oflice ; but
aill others arce left to the freedom of theirown wxil
with the operation of the {pirit that is common to
all men, to chufe or refule {ilvation. And there is
no {pecial giftol grace beftowed on one perfon any
more than there is upon another ; but itis a greater
att of grece to be called to be faimq, than t» be
nrophets or apoltles. The word of God faith that,
hic who {avciilicth, and they who arefanttified,are all
of one ; [or which caufe he s not alliamed to cali
thewn brethien,  Although men mav wifh to pleale.
and be unfriondly to the dotirine of fovereign
oracc, yet, fuch is the oppoliion of Our d(“r\ravu;i
hearis, that we fhould chufe darcachs rather than
ght  Butit 1s by grace that faints cxpertence fal-
vetion through faith, and that not of {}u,n..cfw«:sf I
is the gift of God s lor who maketh thee to diifer
from another, and what hall theu that thow halt not
receved,
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Thtefle great and fundamenta! truths of our holy
religion, we ought to contend earnciily for, in the
fpirit of meeknels, and not give thceao up. The
faithfulnefs of the fon of God, 1, not only the foun-
dation of our faith and hope as i'aints, but as it em-
braceth the whole gofpel revelation 5 fo the lives
we live in the flefh, are to be regulate d by it. We
find that the apo{ﬂe Paul, after Iis remarkable con-
verfi.n to the faith of the gofpe!, inquiting what his
Lord would have him do, he was diretted to arife
and go into the city, and it fhall be told the: what
thou muft do. Ananias is directed, by the fpirit of
God, to be his teacher ; he gives hiin the hittory
of bis vilion, the Loid that appeared to him in the
wav had fent him unto him to open his eyes....he a-
rofe, and was baptifed. And foon after goes on.
preaching the faith he once attempted to deftroy,and-
living a lifc agreeable to the golpel, now he conliders
him[elf dead to the cerzmonial law by the body of
Cbrift, that he mxght be arried to another, even to
him who 15 raifed f mm the dead, and bi n.gfﬂ“th {rut
unto God. And 1t becomes us who are believersin
Chrift, and bhave felt a faviour’s love fthed abroad
in our hear s, and are thereby made fenhible that he
has loved us and given himielf for us, to bave our
bearts efablithed with grace, and our lives con-
formed to hisreveuled will, aind to reckon that the
{uffcrings of the prefent time, are not worthy to be
cwmpar:d with the glory which fhall be ievealed in
the fatats.  Nowtwnthltanding great oppelition s
made to the trulh, vet, blefled be God. truth is
gnining sround i the world ; the foundation is fec-
cutely laid; the f‘mndard 1s erccied; the fpirt of
Cod carrying hito effedt the purporc of Ged; and
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the oppofers of truth may as well difturb the heav-
enly bodies in their revolutions, and throw them in-
- to confufion and diforder, as by their art and zeal
to Linder the truth of God from going into effett.

Beye, thercfore, brethren, feadfaft and unmovea-
ble, always aboundmgr in the work of the Lord,
foralmuch asye know that your labour isnotin vain
in the Lord. The Lord has not forfaken Zion, but
has engraven her upon the palms of his ha ds, and
her walls are continually before him.

This has been made abundantly evident in our
Affociation, when we confider our fmall beginning,
and compare it with our prefent number, and the
harmony and union in the great fundamental doc-
trine of the glorious gofpel.  And although fome
have gone out from us, it is to make it manife® that
they were not all of us; for if they had been of us,
hey, ne doubt, would have continued with us.....
And 1t the fon of God has loved us, and givén him -
fcit tor us, we ouvght aifo to love one another, and
keep ihe unity of the fpirit in the bonds of peace.

w...__

CORR ESP()N DIN LETTER.

*t'he New-tlarapfhire Baptilt Affociation, met in Epping, New.
Hampthire, June 12 and 13, 1305, to the Elders and Bre-
thren of fifier Allociauions, {fendeth chriftian falutation :

fear Brethren,
e

P HE v uht) { chy:ftianallociations and corrﬂpnn-
dence, hes been plam:ly evinced irom the happy cf-
felts whish it has prodnccd Can we rccognize the
initancs when our hearts were not gladncd when
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!'u“cz.%.‘:f.‘-% 7 Has 1t not bcen
Lap i»f;-su;_; tr L. .outs wizn we have met the mef-
fcngers of our fifier churches and affociations ? Ana
induiged with a retrofpeélive view of the flate of fo
many churches, does not the heaven-born foul, with
gratitude and joy, adorc and praife that being who
. hath fo liberally difpeufed his favours to this our
happy land ?. ...VVhen, through the difplays of the
rich, {ree and powerful grace ot God, we fee dving
ﬁnners brought to repentance, and to atknowledge
Jefus, Lord of all....when we {ee them walking in
the footfteps of the flock of Chrift....when we fee
new branches of the church arifing, and notice the
unanimity which {ubfifts among them....are we not
conftrained to fay, ¢ this is the Lord’s doings” ?....

Although we do experience fuch joy and confo-
lation in the fellowfhip of the faints....yet, we have
to lament that, manv who profefs to bear the chrif-
tian name appear to {eek to fow the leed of difcord
among brethren. Let it therefore be our care and
concern, dear brethren, to avoid the dangerous
-praftice, and maintain a confcience void of offence
both toward God and man.

Through the grace of God we have been indulg-
ed with an agr “cable interview. The churches in
general appear «r be in harmony ; to meznv of them
therehave bee . ~onfiderable additions the ycar paft.

Our correfpc ndence with fifier Affociations has,
hithcrto, been profitable. We folicit a continuance
thereof.  Finally, brethren, pray forus. Farewell.

WILLIAM BATCHELDER, Modervtor,
WILLIAM HOOPER, Clerk.
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