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MINUTES, &ec.

Wrpngspar, Junk 10, 1818.

1. AT ten o’clock, a. M. brother Simon Lockgdelivered the in.
#roductory Sermon, from 1st Peter, 2d, 7th,

9. Chose brother Ot1s Rosinson, Moderator, and brother Tim-
eruy Honspon. Clerk. Prayer by the Clerk. k

3. Brethren BaLr and Sarpers heing present, were invited to
take a seat and act with us. Proceeded to read the letters from the
Churches. and took the following account of the members added, dis-
missed, excluded, or who have died the year past ; and the present
pumber in each Church.

N. B. The names of nrdained ministers are in SMALL CAPITALS 3

licenced preachersin Jtali-s.—'1'hdse ministers with this mark (*) weie
I .

not present. Churches marked <hue (+)} were not represented this

session. Vacant churches are distinguished by a dash ——.
SN
- S | F[8 ®

Churches. Eiders 8 Mersenger:. " ‘é: %
Madbury + *WirLiram Poorer, ' 75
Sandford, Gipeon Cook, 6! 11 1}11) 126

Dea. Nathan Powers, [
John Libbey
James Chadbourne,
Jeremiah Moultoun,
Doct r. Ebenezer Linscot,
1st Wells, Joskrit Eavon, o | 69
Dea. Jacob -Perkins,
Dea Benjamiun Harch,
David Littlefield,
Ebenezer Storer,
24 Berwick, Natuanier Lorbp, 1, 9| 3| S&
Thomas D Fernald, .
- William Perkins, - : ’
Samuel Heard, '
Joseph Perkins,
Lyman, Simon Lock, 8| 1 5| 8
Dea. William Waterhouse,
Samuel Dennett,

Abner Smith, -
*  Daniel Butler,

st Shapieigh, WiLrLriam Goping, 1] 12
Nathan Bracker,
John Witham, “
*Jokn Larey,

1st Waterboro’ ) H . nryY SmiTwh, 1 1 9%

and Alfred, g Eastman Hutchens,

Thomias Gile, . |



Churches.

&ornish,

Newton, }
Limerick,

Parsonsfield,

Buxton,

Lebanon and
Berwick,

Newmarket,+

Exeter,

Limington,

E. P. Wells,

Arundel,

8d Waterboro?, ¢

2d Shapleighy

Hollis,
1st Newfeld,

Efingham,+
3d Berwick,*

Ossipee.+
H ram, +
Salisbury,

Blders & Messengers.

Samuel Dame,

Andrew Roberts,
*TimorHy Remicu,
William Chadbourne,
*ZEBEDIAH Ricuarpson,
*Davip Twkessury,

Dca. Penuel Clark,
Patrick Furlong,
Artherion Clark,
*Wentworth Lorb,
Simon Muore,

*ABNER FrLanDers,
Dea. Samuel Woodsum,

Ruifus Foglg),
.ZesrpeEe Devano,

*SYumuel Knox

Dea Nathaniel Gubtail,
Dea. Benjamin Libbey,
Thomas Chase,

T'srpinanp ErLs,
Samuel Hatch,

JouN Seavey,
Epenezer P Kinsman,
Dea. Isaac Small.
JosHuva RoserrTs,

Dea. John Taylor,
Joseph Taylor,

Daves Fastes,

John Wormwood,

ANDREW SHERBURNE,
Israel Whitten,

James Cleaves, ‘

John Chadbourne,
Whiting Stevens,
James Ross,
Timoruy Hobspon,

Gideon Straw,

Charles Shorey,
Caleb Frost,
Witriam Tavror,

OTtis Rosinson,

ey
‘passuusycy

16

11

i

P

10

 Doct, Jonathan Kittredge, | | |

| g

void
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52
62

139

96

96

38
69

57

74

18
48

41
55

87
16

22
16
1%%
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GChurchesa Elders & Me:sengers.

Hosea Wheeler,

Guilford ¢
m NCWECIdpf

20
12

Witam Twambley,
Daniel Gile.

—y  etEn  —

101} 25| 17 23 1960
#Rev. William Chadbourne late Pastor of this Church, died the

last summer.

§ Cie last mentioned Church was received into our fellowship the
present session—Constituted May 14th, 1818, _

4. Adjourned unul 3o’clock, P M Prayer by the Moderatar.

Met aocording to adjournment. Prayer by brother SuerrURNE.

8. Two letters having been received, purporting to he from the
first Baptist Church in Berwick—Vowed, tiiat a committee be ap-
pointcd to determine which nf these ietters shall be reciived, and that
brethren Bavr, Kinsman, Ricxer, Evrts and Coox, be that C.m.
mittee.

6. Appointed brethren SmiTu, Dringwarsr and Hobpspona
Committee to examine and revise the Circularand Corresponding Le ticrs.

7. Adjourned to 8 o’clock to-morrow morning. Brother Coox
prayed. At 4 o'clock, P. M. brother Fearpinanp Ervis, delivered
a very weighty discouse, from John 8. 9.

Fuvrspar, Junr 11, 1518,

Met uccording to adjournmenc.  Prayer by brother Driniw 1.

8. Vouted to receive the Circular and Corresponding L. :..3, as
approve. by the Committee. ‘

9. The Committee appointed to consider the expedicacy € re-
ceiving the Letters, purporting to be from the first Baptist Crurch
in Berwick, reported that netther of the letters be reccived, as nrither
of the parties appear 10 be in Gospel .rder, as a Church of Christ ;
which report was accepted.

Called for the Messengers and Minutes from Corresponding Asso-
ciatinna, and received as follows :

«ssociations. Minutes. Messengers.
Lincoln, Mumutes. Janez Liwiss,
Bowdoinham, do. ArTiur DRINKWATER,
Cumberland, do. GeurGE Ricker.
Boston,

Woarren, Miautes.

M. re 1ith,

Woodstock,

10. Appointed the following Messengers to Corresponding Asgso-
ciations. Boston and Warren, irris. Lincoln, Bowdoinham and
Cumbertand, Goping, DrrLano, Hopspon aud Cook. Woodstock,
Rosinson. Meredith. Roserrs and RoBinson

11.  Voted that brother Kinsman prepare the Circular, and broth-
& Hosspow the Corresponding Letters for next year.
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32. Voted, that our next Azsociation be held at Cornish, (Me$-
on the second Wedaesday of June, 1819. at 10 o’clock, A.M

15. Voted. that brother Cooxk preach the Introd.ctory Sermon,
and 1w case of failure, brother Roszr7s.

i4. V -ted, that the Minutes of this Association, be deposited with
the “1reasurer for distribution.

Read the Circular Letter from the Secrctary of the Baptist Board
of Fureign Missions.

Voted, to recommend it to the several Churches, composing this
Association, to take a collegtion by the first of November next, to aid
the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions.

Received, and read a letter from the female Baptise Mission Socie-
ty in Wells, with seventeen dollars, for the Funds of the Foreiga
Missious. |

Money paid unto the Treasurer af this Association, since our last
ession to aid the Futds of the Baptist Board of Forcign Missions.

p. C.
The Church in Hollis, 5 00
Limington, 6 15
Femalcs 1st Parish in Shapleigh, 2 75
Cornish, 8 68
Female Society in Wells, ¥7 00
Contributioa, 24 56
Dea. P. Clark, 2 00
A young Lady in Sandford, 0 25
A young Lady in Wells, 0 25
Artherten Clark, 0 50

65 14

16. Voted, that the Churchesin Exeter and Salisbury, with other
Churches who may desire, have liberty to withdraw frem this, to
form a new Asgociati a.

17- Voted, that brethren Lock, Gopive, SmiTu.Coox, Rem-
1ck, Dca Powers John Chadbeurn, Dea. Clark, SHerBurNe, Deoct.
Linscot and Jotham Day, be appointed to meet in Salisbury, on the
2J Wednesday in Octaber next, to aid in constituting anew Association.

At 11 o clock, brother BarL preached from John 5, 39. After
which a collection was taken for Missions. Brother Cook prayed

The business of the Association being finished, after an affection-
ate address to the members of the Association and the attendants, the
Moderator dismissed the agsembly. Brother Dclano preached to the

people in che afternoon.
D @S

OBITUARY.

DIED—In Sandford, Rev. Zebadiah Richardson, ef Fryburg,
who, on his journey to attend the Association in Wells, came to this
town in a tolerable state of heaith, was taken ill on the 8th and died
on the 12th nst. without the least struggle, “He possessed great se-
renity of mind during the whole of his sickness, and said he desired to
be submissive to the will of God, whether in life or death. He ap-
peared 10 have the exercise of hisreason, and enjoyed an unshaken faith
i Christ uotil he fell asleep. He was 75 years of age, has left an a-
ged wife and seven children to mourn the loss of a kind and Godly
busbaud and father.
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CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Ministers and Messengers of the Neaw-Hampshire Baptist Association,
to the Churches whom they represent, send Greeting,

REAR BRETHREN, )
AS it was suggested at our last annaal meeting, that it was de-
eired our next Circular Letter might treat upon the ordinances of the
Gospel, we shall accordingly, offer a few thoughts upon them, as our
present limits may pe~mit. These positive institutions of our lLord
Jesus Christ, as to the manner in which they are to be admisisterdd,
we are to learn frem the commission firse given by him io his minis-
ters, their practice after his ascension, and what they have written in
their Episties relating to them. By this commission. they were di-
sected to teach and Baptise in the name of the Futher and of che Son cnd
of the Holy Ghost. I'his sacred institution, it seems, was desten- ¢ for
Christiaus practica'ly to avow their faich in the Three who bear rec.rd
én Heaven. At Jordan the Father and the Spirit bure witness o the
¢on and gave their cordial approbanion of his obedience 1 thiy ordi-
pance. And were not mankind tstructed thereby in the early ages
of Christiavity that ‘V'hree Persons combined in One, were equaily
coaccrned in their sawvation ? this doctrine and Christran Baptism
must stand -or fall tog-ther ; therefore thuse « ho dery tiis Joc-
trine cannot, we thirk, consistert’y, Baptise in the name ot the sacred
Three. 1f we might be allowed to sugirest a thougnt or two on the
propriety of Baptizi gin rhic nume ot the zacred Trinaty we should say
that we are baptized in the name of Lir Father; beczuse he 3o lov-
ed the world, that he gave his only begotien Son tha! whosorver biulicveth
on himy should not perish. but haw: rverl.s:ing life ;—1n t.e name uf the
Sou, because ke Lutd down his life for us ;——A.d ia the vame ot Holy
Spirir, because, by Him we are renewed and sauctitied ; He takes of
the things of Jesus a~d shews them to us, He 15 our comforter and
our guids. In order to dererinine how rhis ordinance was administer-
ed by the Agostles, it will be necessary oaly to ascertain the 1mport
of the word Baptize ; the most proper meaning of which, is toim-
merse or dip ; our most candid, picus 2ad learncd Pedo Baptists,
brethren themselves b:ing Judges. This sense of the word 187 con-
firmed by the figurative language used in the Epistles. to express the
same thing. Planting and burying. which dctermine the mode in our
view. beyond all doubt. We cannot conceive that the mode of adminis-
tration made so plain. cught to be dispensed with, or that sprinkling
or pouring are to be substituted in its stzad : to change the mode, would
aullify the defign of the ordirance. The religion of Jesus Christ, consists
partly of truths to be believed, and partly ot Pracepts, to be obeyed,
and in the ordinance of Bapusm, we achnow'vdge our obligatians
to adhere, faithfully, to both. By imnersion in the punifying ele-
ment of water, we express our faith in the bloed of atonement, which
cleanseth us f-om aff sin. Compliance with this sacrament 1s im-
mediately to succeed repentance for th: remission of sins ; 1t s called the
awashing aaway sin, the ansover of @ good conscivnce, Kc. vov that there §§
any such viitue in the eiement, whawever may be the quantuy ; but it is@
sign of the way in which we must be saved ; sin 1s washed awey m Bap-
tism in the same sense, as Chris” flesh is eaten and ks hiood drark in the
Lord’s Supper ; the sign when sightly understood, leads 1o the thlng.ﬂig-
nified ;—~Remission ot sins is ascyibed by Peter, not properly to Baptisia,
but to the nave in winch the subiecrs were Baptized ; thus Paul was ch-
recred to wash away his sins, calling om the mame of the Lord.  And as we
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_ wsugnt b our Bapti-m to adkere to the doctrinz of God our Savionr 3 s&'
we are turnished with mot-ve: to adorp it by a holy !ife and conversation,
Thus it isinrroduced in rhe Botsiles ro the Romaas and Colossians, as g -
sigh of our being and buried to the principles and. pursuits of the pre-
sen: world and by t in Christ, ratsed into a new wo:ld.  Rom. 6. 3. 12.
Col. 2 12.  The death of Ch'i tis meotioned a that into whick we aye
Baptised. Kncav yene* that somanycf s as were Baptized into Fesus Christ,
avere huptized ints hiv Jeath ? therefore awe are buarr 8 avith him, vy hantism
intg death ; that. like 15 Chrict awas raised up fr.m the dead by the Ziory of
the B her, even so we afso sheuld walk in thenenvriess of life. Christ’s dying
for sin affords a most powertul mouvve tor sul dyirg £o 0ty and the immer-
sion of the hoav in warer, hoing tn the likeness of the former, fi.rnishes an’
aiditional motive to the latter.  Fhe iead ng idea <ofsge-ted by a death
and burial, scems to be that of <eparation from the world. There is no
prearer tine of vepiiation than thut between the wving and the dead. Tse
de 1d know 25t azy thing. neither bave they any more a portion in any thing
that is done uriler the Sun. ~uch s the ane ihat 1s drawn by rhe taith of
the operation «f (Gody between the world renewed ard the world deprav.
ed ; of which, hapuisin 1~ the appointed sign.  Then rhe taing signified by
baptism s that we are dead to sin and alive to God, by tuith in Jesus Christ.
In rising fiom the liguid prave, we thercby practicallv say, that we have
risen with Chiist to_newness of life and new obemeace.  The principal
thing denored Vy a resurrection, is an entrance 10.6 a new  state of being.
Our religion docs not consist In mere megacives, it 1s not enough that we
be dead to the world and-to sin 3 we mastbe alive io God  With rea! Chrie.
tians, o/d thirng, ure passed ansay and all things are become new. From the
preceding omervatioos, it appears that no‘hing can supply the place of
Bantism, but immersion, for there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism ; and
that this ts the duty of all wrue belheversis evident ; for He that believeth and
is baptized sha | he saved ; with ths heart man believeth unto righteousness
and avith the mouth confession is made unto salvation. When the Funuch
asked Philip, wnat hindred him to be baptized, his reply was, if thou be"
licver? avith ali thine beurt, thou mayest. Acts 8. 27. Lvdia heard Paut
preach the Gospel, and the Loid epened her heart, thar she received the
thiags spoken by him and she was baptized and her househoid. When the
jar - asked Paul and Silas, saving. Sirs avbat musr I do te be saved ? They
rentied, believe «n the Lord Yesus Christ and thon shalt be saved, and ihy
Fowse.  Ard they spake unte him the eword of the Lord. and to all that vere
'aum, and be and ail bis avere baptized straightavay. Acts 16, 144

34.

have no kind of evidencethat an were ever admitted'to commune at

the Lords table without previously submitting to this ordinance ; we can-

not the'efore receive such to this Sicrament as we esteem unbaptized 3 It

we receive such, we must either acknowledge thev are baptized or invali-

date the ordinance. I we rgallybelieve thisto be an indispensable prerequi-

site to such communiony we cannot conscientiously admit aity, while neg-

lecting that du'y 3 our adhering consuntly to these distinguishing sentee

ments, is not for the want of Christian chanty toward those who do not
agree with us in these things.  ~

Should we assént that :prinkling is christmn baptism, and that such as
have bezn sprirkied have been properly introdiced into the visible Church
10 be consistenr, we must recetve the parents with their chiidren, both old
and voung, into our fellowship, for they have bern all intia ed 'nto the
Church in the same way, and should we not thercby encourage a practice
which we belicve is contrary to scripture ! and ex end cur tetlowship to
all who have hegn recetved into other Chu ches in their infracy, althcugh
many of them ay be nroeline orinfitels? 1f all sush hou'i be received,
surely none ovght to be rcjected.  Morcover, it 18 a fact not rious that in-
faot sprinkling mu«t either be an important dury or a great emor.  If it be
@ duty, it mu r be a positive institution or a moral piecept. It a person re-
ceive b. ptism by sprinkling in infancy, according to the design of that in-
stitution to immerse Lim, when adult mua e superuous ard grossly ab-
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sard if not wicked. If Pedo Baptism be a duty, it must be important and
the rejection of it an error, of such magnitude as ought to exclude us as 2
denon.ination from the visible church of Christ while pereisting in it.

Although we would extend charity and the hand of feliowship to alf who
walk agreeablz_to the faith and order of the Gospelgfer such as walk not
according to this rule, we cannot con<cientious'y invite to the Sacrament
of the Lords supper, for it 1s the Lord’s ta'.ie and "ot ours.

And now brethren dearly beloved, concider what we say, and may the
Lord give you nnderstanding in ali things, may the God of peace and love,
bless you, and enable you paticnty 10 bear his cross here, that you may
wear an immortal crown hereaf-er.

CORRESPONDING LETTER.

Fbe New-Hampshire Association te the several Associ tions awith avkom they
correspond, sendeth christian salutation.

DEAR BRETHREN,
SINCE it is, by faith that we have acce:s ints this grace avherein we

stand and rejoice in hope of the glory of God; We are increasinglv <ensible of
the necessiry or standing fast in one spirit ana contending carnestly for the
Jaith once deliveved to the saints, of asserting and r.taning the hiheriy
wherewith Christ hath made us free and of wi.ich the gospel ts our charter.

We were indeed deadin trespasses and sins, by nature, the children of awrarh
even as others.

But what returns of gratitude should we make for that astonishing love
which, 2hc Fatber hath bestowed upor: us, that ae should be called the Sons
of God ? His divine power hath givenus all things that pertain unto life
and Godliness through the knowiedge of him that hath called us to glory and
wirtue. :

The scriptures are profitable for doctrine, for reproof, forcorrecti-n and in-
struction in righteousness ; that the man +f God may be perfect, tho sughly
Jurnisked unto all good avorks.  Let them remind us of the message which
we have received from the beginning, that ave sbould love one anoiber aj ave
have been commanded. Let us bear one another’s hurdens and so fulfil the
davw of Christ. We have confidence in you 'brough the Lord, that you «vill be
none otheravise minded.,

May nwe be followers of them awho through faith and f”ti’”“ inherit the
i:ami:e:. Cornelius was & devout mon, one avho feared God awirh all_fis

use and gave much alms to the people a.2d prayed to God always ; a
prayers and alms went up together for a n-worial before God ! Let
and do likeavise.

We rejoice that we hear good news from distact countries, from India
and the isiands of the sea, of the work of grace in tuining many from dar#k.
ness to light.

We sincerely hope that the missionary cause which we beiieve is the
cause of God, will be patronized by all his people, that they wili bring of
their revenue to him, 2hat there may be meat in his Puse.

The additions to our churches the year past, have beer small 3 bu* our
hope is in Him. by avbom Facob shall arise ! We have heen much comforta
ed by your Messengers and the pleasing intelligence which they bring from
sister Associations.

We still appreciate your correspondence and desire that it may be con-

tinued. ] _
We are dear bre:hren, yours in the bonds of the Gospei,

OTIS ROBINSON, Moderatog.
TIMOTHY HODSDON, Clerk.

FINIS.



