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(<~ The following discourse needs no commendation from us.
Its author wrote it, at the request of his brethren, and consented
to its publication, because the churches before whom it was deliv-
ered desired him to do so.
the families connected with the three gongregations whose origin
is here described, and be regarded by them as a precious memo-
rial of the faithfulness and grace of Christ Jesus their Lord.

EDW. BRIGHT, Jz.,
Pastor of the Baptist Church, Homer.
J. P. SIMMONS,
Pastor of the Baptist Church, Cortlandville.
W. G. DYE,
Pastor of the Baptist Church, McGrawville.

Homer, July 20, 1844,

We trust it will find its way into all

A DISCOURSE.

“WE HAVE HEARD WITH OUR EARS, O GOD, OUR FATHERS
HAVE TOLD US WHAT WORK THOU DIDST IN THEIR DAYS, IN
TIMES OF oLD. How THOU DIDST DRIVE OUT THE HEATHEN,
WITH THY HAND, AND PLANTEST THEM, HOW THOU DIDST AF-
FLICT THE PEOPLE AND CAST THEM oUT. FoOR THEY 6OT NoOT
THE LAND IN POSSESSSION BY THEIR OWN SWORD, NEITHER DID
THEIR OWN ARM SAVE THEM, BUT THY RIGHT HAND AND THINE
ARM, AND THE LIGHT OF THY COUNTENANCE, BECAUSE THOU
HADST A FAVOR UNTO THEM.”-—Psa. 44: 1—3,

Tuese words were true to the letter in the history of the
journeyings of the children ‘of Israel from Egypt, and in
their subsequent providential settlement’ in Canaan—the
land of giants and Anakims.

But we propose to improve them to illdstrate somewhat
the history of God’s dealings with this péople from the set-
tlement of the town of ‘Homer, or more particularly in tra-
cing the history of the Baptist Church of Christ in the
town from its organization, for about thirty years.

For the better understanding of those least informed, it
may be proper to say, that fifty years ago, this whole region
of country was a dense unbroken forest. Mr. Joseph Bee-
bee, and Rhoda his wife, were the first married couple that
located in this township of ten miles square. This was in
the summer of 1793. The following spring four or five

families more moved in and made a permanent settlement.
Being mostly religious people, meetings on the Sabbath for
divine worship were commenced on their arrival, and evér
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after maintained, which contributed much,toward that or-
der, and high sense of morals, which has ever characterized
the inhabitants of the town. Meetings were attended in
common by all, without denominational distinction, until the
year 1801, when circumstances occurred which led the
members of the Baptist denomination to make provision for
the worship of God, as they religiously believed God requi-
red them to do.

On the third day of October in that year, (1801,) sixteen
persons having become previously acquainted and united,
were publicly recognized as a Baptist church of Jesus Christ.
The council consisted of Rev. James Bacon, New Wood-
stock, Cazenovia, Rev. Nathan Baker, De Ruyter, with one
lay brother. and Rev. Joseph Cornell, a missionary, provi-

' dentially present. This was the first church of any denom-

ination formed within the County of Cortland. The names

of the constituent members were—males, John Kecp, Jo-
| seph Beebee, Daniel Crandall, Peleg Babcock, Cornish Mes-
senger, Roderick Beebee, and James H. Wheeler ; females,
Frances Keep, Rhoda Beebee, Submit Keep, Rhoda Miner,
Martha Messenger, Mary Bishop, Susannah Crandall, Esth-
er Wilcox, and Molly Wheeler. Males, seven ; females, nine.
Br. John Keep was appointed clerk of the church, which
office he held for twenty-seven years, or until the church
was divided. Br. Joseph Beebee was appointed Deacon.

For the better understanding of the dealings of God with
this church, and to show that they attained to eminence and
-influence by His right hand, and His arm, and the light of
His countenance, because he had a favor to them, we will
divide the time we intend to embrace in this discourse on
her history into three parts, each containing about ten years.
The first portion we will call the period of her experience,
or formation; the second, the period of her enlargement ;
and the third, the period of her changes.

The church was like a person forming a character, among
surrounding and conflicting agencies, all of which had their
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influence, more or less upon her. Or, like a child training
up for future usefulness, under the care of a kind and affec-
tionate, yet strong, thorough, and unbending teacher.

Among all the members of the church, we find no one who
by long experience, and adapted talent, was prepared to
lead the little band, and a worthy Br. Morse on whom they
chiefly depended for council, died a little before the church
was constituted, and Dea. Beebee died within seven months
after the church was organized. Thus God seemed to de-
feat the councils of men, and blast the hopes, even of his
dear children, but he led them in the right way, and guided
them with the skillfulness of his hand, for in doing these
things unto them he did not forsake them, but taught them
to look to him for help, and to expect their salvation from
him.

We find by the records of the church, that they seemed
in those days to walk softly before the Lotd, and oftén met
to seek of him a right way for themselves, aud those who
should come after them. Sometimes it was a meeting with
fasting, for prayer and humiliation before God. Sometimes
they met to inquire after the scriptural qualifications of offi-
cers in the church of God ; and then again how every mem-
ber ought to conduct toward each other, and toward the
church, or, in other words, to learn the nature and bearing
of the discipline in the house of God, and_how it ought to
be administered. Then again we find them assembled to
understand the way the expenses of the church should be
met, and they seemed happily and perfectly agreed in the
scriptural method of equality as embraced in the articles of
the church. The first effort made to raise money to support
the gospel, and other necessary expenses of the church, was
by an average laid on every member, and which amounted
to seven dollars and two cents. The highest paid two dol-
lars and thirty-six cents, and the lowest thirteen cents. Sure-
ly they got not the land in possession by their own sword,
ncither did their own arm save them.
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We have already remarked that Br. Beebee, their first
deacon, died soon after his appointment, subsequent to which
Br. Prince Freeman, of Virgil, having united with the church,
and having been called to officiate as deacon in a church be-
fore he came here, was cordially and promptly called to
serve this church in that office, which he did with accept-
ance, until he was dismissed with others to form the church
in Virgil.

In their early history thcre seems to have been a great
destitution of the stated ministrations of the word and ordi-
nances of the gospel among them. Mention is made of oc-
casional sermons from Rev. Joseph Cornell, James Bacon,
and P. P. Roots. An ordained minister by the name of Le-
sure, preached for them once in two months for a time, and
Rev. Rufus Freeman was called to labor with the church
once a month for a year. This comprises about all the min-
isterial labor they enjoyed, until it was permanently settled
among them.

The individual ‘who subsequently became the pastor of
the church, emigrated to this town in the spring of 1803.
In April, 1804, he united by letter with the church as a mem-
ber. In the summer of 1803, he began to exercise his gift
in the ministry of the gospel. In November of that year,
we find the following record on the church book. ¢ Took
the minds of the bréthren and sisters, as to Br. Bennett’s
public improvement in the doctrine of the gospel. After
conferring on the subject, it was unanimously agreed by the
church that he had a ministerial gift. Then voted that he
have liberty to-improve anywhere within the bounds of the
church.” In April, 1806, the following record is made;
“Voted, that Br. Alfred Bennett have liberty to improve
his gifts where God in his providence shall open a door.”

In February, 1807, a resolution is on record, calling the
above named person to. ordination, which took place the
18th of June following. At the same meeting in February,
which made arrangements for the ordination of a pastor, a
vote is 68 record in the following words, “ Voted, that Br.
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Asa Beanett be on trial for a deacon.” It appears that he
united with. the church by letter in 1806. In 1810, Br.
Thomas Chollar united with the church by letter, and was
soon after called to serve the church as deacon, but the date
of his appointment is not found. During this period of her
formation, the church evidently advanced in knowledge and
correct understanding in the scriptures. 'The union and con.
fidence, among her members, was increased. And her
character for piety, and consistency of conduct, was impro-
ved before the world.

The increase and changes in her membership, during the
first ten years, was as follows: added by baptism, 67; by
letter, 55 ; dismissed by letter, 47; 7 were excluded, and 5
died. Of the number dismissed, twelve or fourteen were
dismissed to form a church in Virgil, and seven or eight to-
ward forming a church in Tully, now Scott. And of the
number excluded, two were again restored. Another thing
which exercised the feclings, tried the faith, and called forth
the best judgment of the church in this time of her experi-
ence, was the place where the worship of God should be
permanently located. During the first ten years, for the
sake of convenicnce, or as an experiment, the meetings on
Iord’s day were holden a partof the time in Homer village,
Cortland village, Port Watson, on East River near the poor
house, and finally, it was, by mutual consent, settled on the
road from Homer to Cortland, half a mile north of the old
court house. Here by the energies of the denomination, a
good meeting-house, fifty-two by thirty-six feet, with a gallery
on three sides, was erected in the year 1811, and consecra-
ted to the worship of God, in June, 1812. The sermon on
the occasion was preached by the pastor, from Zeph. iii. 12,
“ I will also leave in the midst of thee, an afflicted, and poor
people, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord.” The
benevolence of the gospel manifested itself in the church
carly, as another important clement in the formation of her
character. As carly as 1808 the subject was before the
church, and in 1811, we find it voted to encourage the ob-
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ject by a contribution for that purpose, which has-since been'
regularly repeated. .

As early, also, as 1808, we find the church voting to meet
ona given day, to improve in singing. Show1pg most c]ez?r-
ly, that as they considered singing a part of divine worship,
they felt the importance of having all the talent connected
with that worship, so cultivated, as to engage understan.d-
ingly in the service. And we were afterwa.rds much in-
debted to one or two brethren, for their indefatigable eﬁ'orts,
to improve the science of sacred music, and elevate it to-
ward what it has since become.

From 1811 to 1821, we call the period of the churchfs en-
largement. For it was emphatically a season of rt.avwals.

During the whole of this period, there was a kind and
Christian friendship and intimacy of intercourse among
saints, which was admirably calculated to give peace in so-
ciety, and pleasure in the soul, while it led'to mutual co-op-
eration among Christians of all denominations, and secur.ed
public confidence in favor of religion. But as we are giv-
ing a consecutive history of the chw:ch, we must not be
led off to give the history even of revivals as such.

The commencement of this period, found the church wor-
shipping in the new meeting—house,. which a sense of du.ty
had impelled them to build, and which had brought them in-
to debt about $1,000, or nearly half the value of the house,
without any means of payment. However, such was the
abundant grace bestowed, that before the year closed the
church had more than doubled her numbers, the debt was
paid off; and the congregation large and respectab.le. '

In this revival there were eighteecn husbands, -with their
wives, and thirteen whose companions were members before,
making forty-nine heads of families, who were permanently
settled in town, and respectable in society, converted to
God, and brought into the church, many of whom remain
at this present time as pillars in the hc?use of .God, but
some have fallen asleep. Such was the feeling cultu.fated, jthe
amount of intelligence possessed, the light of truth in which
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duty was discoverd, and the calmness, deliberation, integrity
and decision with which they came forward and connected
with the church, that there seemed no occasion for change,
or even a desire to turn back again to the world. It is be-
lieved that for some one or two years after the close of the
revival, there was not an instance of defection in any mem-
ber, sufficient to call for even a reproof from the church.
All that joined the church seemed to do it as a duty, and
because they loved to obey Christ as the head of the church,
and because they preferred the society of saints, to all oth-
er society in the world. Thus they made the church their
home, and as all were ready to study the things that make
for peace, and things whereby each could edify the other,
the church was very peaceable, and the brethren and sisters
were delighted to meet and greet cach other as often at
least as every Sabbath.

In those days the scripture was fulfilled in them, % Then
they that feared the Lord spake often one to another and the
Lord hearkened and heard, and a book of remembrance
was written before him, for them that feared the Lord and
that thought upon his name.” God did remember them,
and blessed their souls, and prospered them in the work
of their hands, “and he gave them the land in possession be-
cause he had a favor unto them.” The opportunities, time
afforded, before, or between hours of divine worship on the
Sabbath, were profitably spent, by an interchange of Chris-
tian feeling, and a kind inquiry after the state of the soul of
the individual, or of the progress of the cause in their imme-
diate neighborhood. Thus in some measure making each
member responsible for the state of religious feeling among
their neighbors. But this was not enough, the church as a
body agreed to assemble at the mecting-house (when, at the
time of which we are now speaking, there was not probably
five members within one mile of it,) once in two weeks and
spend half a day in prayer and social Christian conversation
together as members of the same body, and partakers of the
same rich grace. Thus every other Wednesday afternoon
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was consecrated to God by the church voluntarily; and it is
belicved, that very few seasons passed without a meeting;
for fifteen years, and generally a meeting of comfort, and of-
ten a soul-refreshing time to all present. These social con-
ference mectings gave opportunity for the exercise of the
various gifts in the church, which God has given that all
may be cdified and comforted. They served to bring out
occasionally those pious and sage remarks which arc “like
apples of gold in pictures of silver.”

We give a few specimens.  On one occasion the conver-
sation turned on the meaning and importance of our Lord’s
words, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me,” and they re-
plied, Lord when did we these things? A member said,
How shall we understand when an act comes within the
range of his approbation, how shall we know when we doa
good work? A sister replied, I do not know, unless we can
do the work and forget it. The righteous had done all
their good works and forgot them, for they had done them out
of love to Christ,b ut the wicked had done their’s and remem-
bered them, for they expected pay for them.

On cne of those conference days, another sister addressed
those present in the following strain: “Brethren and sisters,
let us trust God. It is not so easy to trust the bare word of
God, but it is our duty. He says, ‘I will never leave thec,
nor forsake thee, and it ought to satisfy us. Now,” she con-
tinued, “ we can trust God with our barns full, cellars full, and
hands full ; but to trust him when destitute, when want pres-
ses, when no prospect of relief appears,—to trust him “al-
though the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in
the vines, the labor of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall
yield no meat, and the flocks shall be cut off from the folds,
and there shall be no herd in the stalls,” to trust him thus is
religion ; this is what God requires of his children. And
when Christ is enjoycd alone, and has no rival in our heart,
and we live on him by f«ith, ¢ and cat his flesh, and drink his
blood,” *tis then we cnjoy peace, this is healthto the soul, this

is sweet living.”

from Prov. 2¢ . 4, %
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worship. And during the whole summey, when meetipgs
were held in the afternoon, so common was it for members
of the church to attend, and even go miles to attend, that
it became proverbial with the wicked, that there would be
a scarcity of provisions that year, for Christians did not
work half their time.

Afterwards, it was as proverbial with the brethren, that
they had seldom if ever had better crops, or had them gathered
in better seasom, or in better statc, than they were that
year, showing most clearly that those who trust in God,
and do good, dwell in the lund, and are fed.

It seemed no burden then for people to congregate at
the meeting-house on the Sabbath, from four to six miles
distance, in various directions regularly. Onc female came
cight miles on foot on the Sabbath to hear the gospel, give
a reason of her hope to the church, and be baptized in obe-
dience to Christ. Wheri she was admonished by her neigh-
bors for her presumption, she replicd, I have gone as far as
this, many a time, to serve the wicked one, and I am not afraid
to trust my life in the hands of him, who gave his life to
redeem my soul from cverlasting death. One man and his
wife took up a child in their arms, and walked four miles, to
an evening conference, and returncd home again the same
night.

But the most remarkable revival probably ever enjoyed
in this town, was in 1829, making that year signally inter-
esting to many on account of the mercy of God to them
and their friends. In December, 1819, there were some
symptoms of another gracious work. The saints seemed
more fervent in prayer, and there was a greater solemnity
visible, in assemblies convened for public worship. There
was also one instance of hopeful conversion, with one or two
signal instances of; reformation in backsliders. About the
fi.st of January, at a meeting called for an ecclesiastical
council in the Presbyterian church, the work broke forth in
a4 more visible manner, with great power, extending into
different parts of the town, cngaging the attention of all
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classes in society. The brethren and sisters, like the church
on the day of Pentecost, weré with one accord again permit-
ted to mingle their tears, prayers, sympathies, feelings, ser-
vice, soul, time, talents, and all most heartily together, which
they did and entered into the work with all their strength.
There was very little secular labor performed for two or
threc months, and many devoted the whole of their time, to
meetings and visiting from house to house ; some went two
and two through different parts of the town, calling on cv-
ery family in their way, conversing and praying with them.
The work that year, was remarkably distinguished for or-
der, and deep solemnity ; scarce a trait of enthusiasm was
discovered.

It ought to be recorded to the honor of divine grace, that
in many instances, prayer was most signally and speedily
answered, whether it was offered for the comfort of a saint
under peculiar trials, or for the conversion of sinners.

The congregations which met on the Sabbath, for worship,
became very large, overflowing the house, and one instance
is recollected, when the communicants at the Lord’s supper,
occupied nearly every seat on the lower floor, thus literally
removing almost the whole congregation, either into the gal-
lery, or out of the house.

It was peculiarly pleasant thus to meet and worship with
the multitudes, that kept “holy day,” and to be active
in, or witness the administration of, the ordinances of God,
to such members, all of whom seemed piously devoted to
the cause, and many of whom were in youth—young men
and maidens of talent, intelligence, and influence, from some
of the first families in town. At the close.of this ingather-
ing, there were in the church, about one hundred mernbers
in an unmarried state, in all the bloom and health of life,
looking forward to a long continuance on the earth, and con-
secrating that existence from its commencement, to the ser~
vice of the living God, to whom of right it belonged. This
was a sight over which angels in heaven might rejoice, and
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- over which saints on earthdid rejoice, with joy unspeakable,

and full of glory,

As a means of usefulness, they organized a juvenile mis-
sionary society, at the suggestion of the pastor, and in per-
fect accordance with the feelings of the church, which we
are happy to say continues still to operate, having done
much good, both in its contributions, which have been liber-
al, and also in calling forth the talents and wisdom of the
members in reports, gssays, speeches, prayers, and business
meetings, which prepared them for subseq_uent usefulness in
the places to which God called them.

Toward the close of this revival, and in the midst of the
prosperity connected with the ingathering of its fruits, the
Rev. Elnathan Walker died, aged 40 years. He was the
devoted, worthy, and beloved pastor of the Presbyterian
church. This event was followed in a fow months by the
death of Dca. Jacob Hobart, aged 43 ycars, an active and
efficient officer in the same church. In the death of these
men, and in the subsequent dcath of Dea. Asa Bennett, and
Hon. John Keep, of the Baptist church, therc was prob-
ably a greater loss of moral and religious influence sus-
tained, than was ever suffered in this town, by the death of
any other four individuals.

In 1820, Brn. Moscs Curtis, and Oliver Stedman, were
elected to serve the church as deacons. They were both
added to the church by baptism. The former in 1812, the

latter in 1817.

During this period of the church’s enlargement, there were
added by baptism, 8338, and by letter, 107; 79 were dis-
missed by letter,”21 were excluded, and 22 died.

The third period, which we call the period of changes
in the church, embraces the time from the close of 1821 to
the autumn of 1832; the time when the pastor resigned
his charge, as the servant, or overseer in the church. In
the responsible labors of this office he had spent more than
twenty-seven years of the most active and important part
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members again to holy action and successful effort, resulting
in a great accession of numbers to the church, with perhaps
as much talent and influence, as either of the former revi-
vals.

But with the church containing nearly five hundred mem-
bers, and the house of worship utterly unable to contain the
people, that assembled from Sabbath to Sabbath for worship,
another change became necessary, a change both painful
and pleasant in anticipation, painful in view of the local sep~
aration of those who had for each other always cherished
the kindest feelings ; and pleasant, in the full expectation that
it would condute in its results to the abundant prosperity of
the cause of God in the town.

The alteration contemplated, was nothing less than a per-
manent change in the location of the place of public wor-
ship, which had been so long endeared to the church, by
long and precious revivals, and steady Christian fellowship.
The subject was brought before the church, and kindly en-
tertained by them, until by patient and thorough investiga-
tion, the whole ground was surveyed. And after a prayer-
ful and deliberate examination of the whole subject, it was
so amicably disposed of, as to meet the approbation of al
most the whole church, and resulted in the planting of the
worship of God permanently in Homer village. in Cortland
village, and McGraw village, and a church was formed and
located in the first and last of these mentioned places, leaving
the mother church in the centre. The old meeting-house
was abandoned, and three new ones built, one in each of
the three villages, the least of which was as large as the
old one, each of them ornamented with a steeple, and fur«
nished with a bell, to note the hours of worship.

Each of the churches possessed sufficient talent and influs
ence, to secure public confidence, and have prospered in such
@ manner, as no doubt to convince the most fearful ere this,
that the thing was of God ; and that the blessed God said,
“enlarge the place of thy tent, and let themstretch forth the
curtains of thy habitation, spare not, lengthen thy cords, and
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strengthen thy stakes, for thou shalt break forth on the right
hand and on the left, and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles,
and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.” “Fear not,
for thou shalt not be ashamed, for thy maker is thy husband,
the Lord of hosts is his name.”

During this period of her changes, there were added to
the church up to the division in 1827, about 122 by baptism,
and fifty-two by letter, making in all added 174. In the
same time there were dismissed about 120 by letter; 40 were
excluded, and 18 died. Making the changes in the member-
ship of the church, from her organization, up to the ycar
1827, as follows: added by baptism, 522; by lctter, 214;
total addced, 786. About 200 were dismissed by letter ; 68
were excluded, and 45 died. Leaving a total as near as
we can now ascertain, of 423, which were ultimately em-
braced in the three churches, as above mentioned. It ought
also to be remarked, that of the numbers excluded, a large
proportion returned, and were restored to the fellowship of
the church.

The pastor, after this important change in the body, con-
tinued his labors with the church in Homer village, up to
the autumn of 1882, and was succeeded in the mother
church in Cortland village, by Rev. Peleg Card, who was
followed by Br. Alfred Gates. In the church at McGraw-
ville, Br. Abner Sylvester labored for a time and was fol-
lowed by the present pastor, Rev. W. G. Dye. The num-
ber of members in the churches at this time, (1844,) is as
follows : McGraw village, 224; Cortland village, 291; Ho-
mer village, 300; total, 815.

Thus we have briefly surveyed the dealings of God with
us as a people, and this short history of his goodness was
due we thought, as a tribute of gratitude to his name, which
we would leave with those who come after us, that they
may tell it to the generations following, what their ears
heard, what their fathers told thém, that God did in their
days, in the times of old.
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5 ind.
The following reflections suggest th(;méeg:ead:; ﬁil;sm‘:yrilth
i regoing history of God’s
we review the for egoing . N
tahsis people, and the prosperity of the Baptist church o
sus Christ in the town.

1st. We lcarn it is not of him that Wx.He'th, E‘Zrisoj sh(:‘rlr:
that runneth, but of God that sh.oweth melci . Hobs a sov-
ereign, and doeth his pleasure in heaven above, ——
cartTl l;eneath. None hath a right to say .untoh r;atest
hast thou made me thus. But he mlghF wIlth L eeitgknown
propriety say to us, not for yQL11',sasI:$e dld}gutlt‘;,e o giod

y name’s . ‘

}:2:101~<§Z§:,ebilrllt tl{gt I::;}}]uz}?? do, for behold I create Ferusalem
a rejoicing, and her people a joy. |

2J Wegﬁnd in this history of the Chl’fll‘cf'l muclﬁenczim;lf atg;

-t to prayer. 'The Lord Jesus Christ is the . eah' ! o
";fn' h }E)aving all power in heaven and earth in his : ’
? 31 ile’ saith, that if two of you shall agree on ;‘zartt h,e?j
;?uching anything they shall ask, it shall b}e: do:x; . (:)x; phem
of my Father which is in heaven. “Ifor w er; o or thise
t athered together in my name, there am o midst
d?ct%em.” How encouraging. T%le church nevt et
N ithout Jesus Christ in the midst of it. Per.hapls] rtlloe souf
l‘:lz:s been gathered into the kingdom :: Gf}i lgrzyerx ofPfaith
1 i : rayer—

dintiere:gn(ii]iz’inzu}t);:yzrrlS:fr'e:hzo fhuz’cb of God, “ the mother

Y et i itness that prayer was made
1 Somelof }r’:iuf;:g}a:s;tr irI:1 ;;}]ic, that God would enlarg;
e atsec. ?’ owr tent, and cause the church to bre'ak fcrif*}tl
o Placf‘f (;n hand and on the left, and he has d?ne it. s
horeh w say, even more than the pa’mam.:h Jaco
C}‘erh o mmay sa ‘v’vith my staff' I passed over this Jordan,
i She] o bez’ome three bands. In answer to prayer,
andn}(:;: ulsaomraiscd up men among us,h a}}:‘d thrt%;rt t}}lenrg l1hn(:
: ini § : ether with him. o fin
LO thces nc?fmf::guta St\lx?flcl’:slts)rt‘(iﬁren called out of the church
nam i \
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into the ministry, more than half of whom were baptized
by the pastor during the revivals above mentioned. [y an-
SWer to prayer God granted his Holy Spirit, which
ved the union of the ehurch, so th
more, above pa med, there never
eil of sister churches, to settle a
¥ying out our diseipline,

preser-
at for the thirty years, and
was occasion to ask coyn-
difficulty, or aid us in car-

8. We see how God does bless those
helps those who help themselves,
is made fat, and 18 by liberal thi
the time we have been following the history of the Baptists
in the ten mile Square township of Homer, a part of which
Is now called Cortlandvi]le, we find, few and weak as they
were at the beginning, they expended somewhere about
$25,000 in Preparing ‘for, and in maintaining the ‘worship of
God. In this estimate we include the support of the
and other incidenta) expenses of the church for ne
years, together with the building of the four meeting houses
above mentioned. And yet who does not see that this has
been one of the most important means used for the enlarge-
ment of the chureh, that if this money had rot been paid
out, the denominatjon would not, hay, could not, have be.
come what it is now. We wij no
the amount of her contributions for diffsr
jects in the same time, although the
In view of all this may we not
Ject that harrow-minded policy,

against affording a Jibera] Support to the cause and worship
of God, or that refuses to Pay its equal share of expense
in that cayse in which a Saviour has led the way in making
a sacrifice for us. We fing God does not sct the seal of hig
approbation to it, and generally sooner or Jater those who

follow it, full out with their brethren in the church, and
wither up iy their own souls,

that obey him, and
It is the liberal soul that
ngs they stand, During

arly thirty

Y Were very respectable,
with mueh confidence re-
that is continual] ¥ objecting

4. In the light of the history of the chureh before us, wa
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learn another important fact, that the purity and peace of
the church was greatly promoted by her independence.

She had from the first, as a church espoused herself to
one husband, the Lord Jesus Christ. Accordingly §ho
maintained her independence of character inviolate, refusx?g
all connection with worldly confederacies, political associa-
tions, or, even moral societies, which could in any' way
bring her under the control of that spirit, or policy, wielded
by civilians as such, so as in any manner, to lower down
her dignity and spirituality, as connected with and belong-
ing to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Her inflexible and religious attachment, to her Lord and
Redeemer, as shown in her firm adherence to his word as
her law book, and his example as her precedent. while it
occasionally drew forth the reproach of the wicked and
selfish, yet secured to her that respect and co?ﬁdence from
society, which showed clearly, that while her influence was
felt, and her character revered, it was love to God and ?zer
neighbor, manifesting itself in purity of motive and piety
of action, which secured that public confidence, and for
which she was respected und honored.

While it was the manifest object, both of the church, and
of its pastor, to discountenance worldly convers:.nion, polit-
ical debate, or any exciting subject, as far as possible, on the
Sabbath, or at any time, so as to promote sthife, or aliena-
tion of feeling between friends, and as far as possible, lgad
the body along on the highest low ground,.a'nd lowest hxgh
ground, and preserve an equanimity of spirit, and tra‘vcl in
the fellowship of the gospel, it pleased God to sustain the

effort, and prosper the cause, and her example is left, as a
beacon light to others, for their benefit and improvement.

5. The manifestations of divine mercy in this town during
the first thirty years of its settlement, in which the church
so signally shared, call for us to pause a moment before we
conclude this subject, and reflect, deliberately reflect. We
have not time, nor room now, to write the history, or give
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the character of those revivals at full length, but we must
be permitted to say, there was a most clear and glorious
exhibition of the presence and power of God in them. The
providence of God developed his purpose of mercy, and
called forth human action. The agency of the church fol-
lowed in the wake of divine influence. In all these precious
seasons of ingathering to the church of God, ke led the way.
He put his own sheep forth, but he went before them, and it
was their joy and pleasure o follow him. The agency of
the Holy Spirit was signally manifest in preparing the saints

for their duty, and dclightful labor in those revival scasons,

and in reproving sinners of their unbelief, and in quickening
and raising them up, prepared to “sit fogether in heavenly
places, in Christ Jesus.” The means employed under God,
were prayer, the ministration of the gospel, and ordinances
of God’s house, and exhortations, both from experienced
Christians, and young converts.  All this was combined with
united, extensive, Christian effort, put forth in visiting from
house to house, connected with personal appeals, and fervent
prayer, as far as practicable, in every family. The saints
in addresses to the people, whether in the public exhibitions
of the gospel, or in their social exhortations in the conference
room, and family visits, did not approach them in a menacing
tone, bearing down upon the impenitent, or backsliders, with
a fault-finding, or, even commanding style, but with that pen-
itent, subdued, humble, affectionate, and expostulating man-

ner, which reached the heart through the understanding.

Or, if it did not reach the heart at once, it convinced the

judgment, that the appeal was made by a friend, and from

the best of motives, while it was sustained by the most

weighty reasons.

Instead of descending on the soul like an avalanche, car-
rying all before it with frowns and terror, the address seem-
ed to coms up with the breathings of a heart stationed
near the cross, or throne of God, with melting accents, of
kind entreaty, showing they were prompted by the Holy
Spirit ; so the proud sinner was reached, like Zacheus in the
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tree, and ealled upon to come down, while the spirit and hum.
ble demcanor of the person who addressed him, presented
a striking contrast to his own character, and seemed to chal-
lenge imitation.

By union of Christian effort, we do not mecan any combi-
nation of influcnee by agreement, either among members
of the same church, or of different churches, but a most
hearty co-operation, among the pcople of God, in the work,
as the work of God, or as because it was the work of God?
In neither of those great revivals, mentioned in this discourse,
it ig not believed, the spirit or fecling to any great extent,
prevailed, that it was a Baptist, or Presbyterian revival, or
that the revival was amopg any denomination as such, but
among the citizens of Homer, as sinners against God.

The broad principle secmed to prevail generally, and es-

pecially amopg the leading members of the Baptist and
Presbyterian denominatiops, that they had much rather
their neighbors should he Lhristians, even if they did not
join the church with them, than remaip impenitent, as they
then were. Thercfore they willingly gave their influence
toward their conversion to God, leaving it to them after-
wards, to unite with the church or denomination they should
prefer. For the Bible was sufficient to direct them, and
they all had a right to adopt it as their standard of ortho-
doxy. As a consequence, the weekly meetings for confer-
ence and prayer, were by mutual consent set up in school
houses in different districts in town, and attended in com-
mon by all the neighbors, and by the pastors and leading
brethren in both the Baptist and Presbyterian churches,
nearly every night for months together, in such harmony,
that a stranger might not have snspected they belonged ta
different denominations. The evenings were almost exclu-
sively employed in fervent prayer to God for the influence
of the Holy Spirit, conscious that his ageney was Indispens-
able, attended with most humble, and hearty confession of
sin, and earnest, spirited appeals to the people for their
eternal benefit in the name of Jesus Christ,

d
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Wnihfhffiﬁﬁng}, in th‘ose. 1‘cviva1‘s', was distinetly marked
: which vindicated God’s government over hig
creatures, and charged the sinner with the guilt of violati
his holy law. It was that kind of preaching which s N mdg
more careful to please God, than to be approved ofexilme ;
Which showed the sinner that while his misery was th efl i
sult of his own choice, his salvation and ultimate ha ; le"
depended entirely on God’s choice. Of course it vf/)smis's
puly hope, and indispensable duty to repent and believes tlls
gospel, and look to God through the atonement of Ch "le
for ‘parc%on‘ and justification as an act of his sover;‘ivn 7 o
(101‘1v1cuons for sin were deep and pungent bothciné;a'acte ,
and sinners, and at times it was hard to know, in which tl11n ,
excefliled, for backsliders returned in deed and in truth eg
not i word only. The conviction of the sx'nnerr aro’ an
i}rst from a sight of his life; he had done wrong, a S;}? t
feared justice, and awfully trembled in view ofgf’lel? b .
soon saw his heart was worse, much worse, than his life, h uc;
beep, and was the seat of the difficulty, for it was enm'i:
against God,—that the imaginations of the thoughts of tlhy
heart were evil, and had been evil continualf a ((;
therefore there was no hope but in the me:;, p f
QOd. Truth led them to discover, that nothin buf t}?
righteousness of Christ imparted to them, could glive th :
such a character as they needed for acceptance acivith Gz?
or even to enjoy pleasure themselves. The length of i :
conviction for sin continued, varied from one day to thl{mc
weeks.  Generally from one to two weeks, It}\’zvas ;ee‘
common thing for a convicted sinner to find peace of i ?1;
in pl'lbh(‘t' meetings. Few, it is believed, dated their oo -
.vers1o¥1 in the conference room, or while others were (fon-"
ing witlt them. The greater number gained evidcn(}:nay;'.
Svau*donl ﬁ'om. God, against whom they had sinned, while fhe(;r
m(c):(x;iat ;ﬁ(;r;?, in humble prayer, rcading the Bible, or in silent
The prevailing exercises ot the converted were love, joy
and peace. Love to God, as the sovereign of the wor’ldjogc:
b
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Christ, as the Saviour of sinners, to the Bible, the. };lcoplc,
and service of God. The holy law of God,. Whlc 'whas
their chief trouble before, now afforded exquisite delight.
That very law which they found to be unto dcath,h w}als ?}?W
adopted as the rule of life, as the only rule .by whic Thcy
desired to walk ; and its statutes became thcx.r song. :l:y
would often say, “ Oh how love I thy law, it is my mehz-
tation all the day.” But Christ, the ble‘ssed Christ, was the
theme on which all {oved to dwell. Lac}% seeme(.i to v1§l
with the other in adoring, cxtolling, honoring, loving, a}?
praising Christ. He seemed to occupy most of the thotlg };(s
and affections, and out of the abundance of the heart t tc
mouth spoke. Christ formed the grqund of cncouragemefx )
and constituted the chief argument in prayer. Cl?ust c1u(i
cified occupied a large place in all the exhc?rtano'ns an
addresses, in which the saints gave vent to their feel.m%)s 112
the public assembly, and by which they sought to ?vm ac
their fellow sinners from the paths of the dest}'oyel. q
We rejoice thut there are this day some allYe among 111;,
and even now in this house, who can bear witness to. the
truth of the foregoing statements, and of‘ these reﬂict;io‘nf,
having had perfect knowledge of these things from t: e \xs. .
And we devoutly pray that the _churches may cont;rln.u, 111
the faith, rooted and grounded in the truth, and }(iu tivate
such strong christian affection for each other, and t. (;3 ml(]:m-
bers of each body, among themselves, .and towards th eir
pastors, that the world will be constramed‘ tq sag,.t“ese
people are the disciples of’ the Lord Jesus Christ, for, “see
love one another.
hm]?‘iilhae]%, it is interesting to remembel: this day, that rr}]lany
of the dear people of God, who once lived among us, avie
matured for heaven, and gone home. Some of ’chemf Whe]e
our partners, some of them were our parents, some o th em
were children, some of them our r}elghbor'& and‘ we. ava‘a
had their society, their example, their council, their pr gﬂye;'.s,
but they are discharged from the.war, ?ave put od tt hxs
mortal, and have out on immeortality. lHow changed the

scene !
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“Once they were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears,
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins and doubts and fears.”

But they have now passed beyond this dark vale, and
sing, and shine, and walk, among the society of those made
perfect, as pure as the best of that innumerable company,
having been made kings and priests with God, and his
Christ, their glorious Redeemer.

They have now entered into the rest that remains for the

people of God, where all that love our Lord Jesus Christ.

in sincerity, will shortly arrive, and where together they will
forever behold the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
What a lovely mirror, for the saints. In it they will see re-
flected all the glory of their redemption, and will unite in
laying their crowns*at his feet, who saved them by his grace.

In view of this glory which they enjoy, and which will
eternally entertain®and delight them, think ye, any will ever
regret the_sacrifice of time, talents, or property, or even
personal sacrifices, which they have made for him, in build-
ing up his kingdom here on earth, while he was preparing a
place for them in heaven?

Dear brethren and sisters, in view of all this, let us be ex-
horted, and persuaded, to live in the fear of God—to seek
the peace of the church—Iabor 1o promote her prosperity,
and keep our garments unspotted from the world. And
when the Saviour comes may we hear him say, “ Well done
good and faithfyl servants, ye have been faithful over a few
things, I will make you rulers over many things. Enter ye
into the joy of your Lord” Amen, and Amen.

A A K
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A BRIEF SKETCII

OF THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF DEA. ASA BENNETT, WILL BE
READ WITH DEEP INTEREST IN CONNECTION WITHH THE FOREGO-
ING DISCOURSE.

Asa Bennett was born in Mansfield, Ct., July 10, 1778, of rep-
utable parents, and received a religious education, the effects of
which were visible in youth, in his regard for the Sabbath, the
worship.of God, attention to the scriptures, obedience to parents,
and in habits of sobriety and décorum. .

fn 1794, he became a hopeful subject of regfaneratlng grace,
but being deeply sensible of the depravity of his r'lature, and of
his guilt and danger as a sinner before God, he long.lndtllged fears
that after all he might be mistaken. At length hxs.v1ews of the
great work of redemption became clear, and he hea.v.rnly embraced
the disseminating doctrine of divine grace, taught in th? gospel, as
the only foundation upon which a siqner might rest his hf)pes of
eternal life. He saw sucha fulness in the Liord Jesus Christ, a:nd
such a suitableness in the provision of the gospel, for the sa.lvatxon
of lost men, that he gloried in the cross, and took a deep interest
in having Christ and him crucified, p.r?ached unto t'he people.
In March, 1800, he was baptized, and joined the Baptxst' church
6f Christ, in Hampton, Ct.  From thence he.ren?aved his starfd-
ing by letter, to the church of the same faith in Homer, with
which he united Sept. 20, 1806. In February, 18.07, he was
elected by the church to serve them as a dfaacon., which duty he
discharged to the last, to their abundant satisfaction, although he
was not ordained to the office, until March 9, 1815.

Dea. Bennett’s activity, integrity, zeal, piety,. and .usefulness,
are well known, and appreciated, in the sphere in “{hlch he mo-
ved, and his circle was not very limited, and a few things perhaps;
may here be said for the encouragement of others‘, who WO};(I;
live godly in Christ Jesus, and lay themselves out for the build-
ing up of the church of God. - —

His devotedness to the cause of religion was admirable. It
was his maximto “scek first the kingdom of God.”. The \VO.Y‘]({
could nover turn him aside from the worship of God in his family,

>
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and he was punctual to the appointments of the church at all
times. He had no question to ask about its being kis duty to go,
if the church had made an appointment, he was a constituent part
of that body and must be there, and there in season, whether the
appointment was for public worship, discipline, conference, or
prayer.

He was emphatically a peace-maker. If Satan was making
a breach in the wall, or sowing discord among brethren, he was
one of. the first to stand in the gap, and make up the hedge, and al.
lay the chafed feelings of the aggrieved, and reclaim the aggres-
sor.

During those repeated and powerful revivals of religion in the
town, between the years 1812 and 1820, in which time the church
of which he was a member, increased from 68 members to 400,
his zeal and activity were worthy the cause in which he was en-
gaged. He devoted his time, frequently for weeks, and in one in-
stance for three months together in visiting from house to house by
day, exhorting and praying with the families, and attending con-
ference or praying-meetings at evening, or otherwise laboring for
the promotion and extension of the cause of Christ in the world.
His gifts in exhortation and prayer, were far above a mediocrity,
and contributed greatly toward the stirring up, and edifying the
church, in the ordinary worship of God upon the Sabbath, as well
as in times of revival. His happy talent in the government of
the church, and his judicious and prudent course in the discipline
thereof, contributed largely, under God, toward the promotion of
that union which the church has so long cnjoyed.

He took an interest in the benevolent operations of theday; the
Foreign and Domestic Missionary Socicties, received help from
his labors and contributions. But the Bible cause seemed to lay
nearest his heart, in this he spent much time and contributed lib-
erally, often saying, the circulation of the scriptures was indis-
pensable, in working that reformation in society, which is so desi-
rable,

He wasa man of robust constitution, of industrious habits, and
was through life, laborious and healthful, until attacked by the
disease of which he died. A sudden and heavy cold which he
caught in February, 1823, that scated upon his lungs, termina-
ted Jn a consumption, and ended his labors and his SOrrows to-
gether, November 9, 1823, in the 4S8th vear of his age.
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During the first part of his sickness, he was held in suspense
about the issuc, at length becoming satisfied it was the will of
God that he should die, he set his “ house in order ”” with great
deliberation, and arranged all his temporal concerns, even to the
ceremonies of his funeral, and quietly waited for the time to come,
when he should depart and be with the Lord. He often said to
his friends, my work is done, I am waiting for death, and frequent-
ly said, I would not change places with you, or any person in the
world. For months before he died, he wished to hearno eonversa-
tion upon things earthly ; he would say, I have done with these
things, they afford me no entertainment ; talk on death, judgment,
heaven, eternity ; these things I am approaching, and these are
all important to me and others also.

To the pastor of the church, who had been for some months laid
by from pulpit labors, through bodily indisposition, he said, my
work is done, but I think God will yet raiso you up for further use-
fulness in the church, and if you ever do get able to preach again,
be faithful to God, and deal with souls in earnest, urge upon the
people the necessity of personal and practical holiness.

At one time some of the youth of the church and congregation
visited him, and spent some time in singing hymns, one of which
was, ‘“ From whence doth this union arise,”” in the last stanza, the
following words delighted him much, « And all his bright glory
shall see.” It was his favorite hymn ; but it seemed new to him
then, “I am,” said ke, going into that glory immediately—it is
near—it does not seem to be at arms length, no, it is here right be-
Jore me! The special savour of this lasted with him several
days.

For some weeks before his death his voice was reduced.to a
whisper, and very little conversation was had with him, but his
mind remained tranquil, and intently fixed upon the glory of that
kingdom which is not of this world. When the last hour arri
ved he was perfectly sensible of his state, and seemed glad that
his time had come to die, that he might go to rest.

He had previously requested Eld. T. Purintén, of Truxton,
to preach his funeral sermon, with this injunction, that he
should preach Christ, and not Dea. Bennett. With this request the
Llder complied, and delivered on the occasion an appropriate -and
impressive discourse, from 1st Cor. 1. 23—« T¥e preach Christ cru.-
cified.”




