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MINUTES
OF

THE NEW-YORK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,
HELD IN THE CITY OF NEW-YORK,
May 24 and 25, 1509.
W

WEDNESDAY, MAY 24.

”

1. AT 3o’clock, P. M. assembled at the Meeting-House of the First Baptist Church, in
the City, for Public Worship. Brother AM4rmapUkE I4rLE preached the Introductory-Ser-
mon, from 1 Tin. il 15—~ But if Itarry long, that thou mayest know how thow oughtest to
* Bdehave thyself in the house of God, which is the Zurch of the living God, the fillar and ground
of the truth.”

2. Brother Rsunz Runran opened the Association by Prayer.

3. Brother MaramaDUKE EArLE was chosen JModerator, and Brother CornsrLivs P. Wrck-
oFF, Clerk. ' |

4. The Letters from the Churches were read.
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NOTE.. Ministers’ names in CAPITALS; Licepcjatcs in SMALL CAPITALS ; an * denotes no
settled Minister.
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Samuel Stille,
) John Pyatt,
Piscataway. Asher Payatt,
Hezekiah Smith,
George Drake.
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Brought forward,

THOMAS BROWN, - -
John B. Osborn,
Scotch-Plains. < Reuben VW oodruff,
James Brown,
Dugal Ayers.
NATHANIEL FINCH, -
Benjamin Lyon.

King-Street. g
M »‘\R\I ADUKE EARLE;-
Richard Concklin,
Daniel Feeks, Jun.

chulon Rodge1 S.

Oyster-Bay.

Morristomn.
ornsteitn Thomas ()sborn.

\VILLI AM PARKINSON,

CorxeL1Us P. WYCKOFF,
{Jamcs Dufhe,
John Bedient,
FerstNezs-York

Lewis Rodgers,

Samuel IF. Randolph,
Leonard Bleecker,

Rosewell Graves,

Wiliiam M¢Intosh,

JOHN ELLIS, - - - -
Andrew Smalley,

JAMES WILLCOCK, -
Aaron Fatute.

{ DANIEL HALL, - -

Nount Bethel.

Lyon’s farms,

THOMAS STEVENS,
Sirvain BisoraT,
Accustix ELLioT,
James (;ntman

Dethel N, York.

Staten Island. Antnony l ountam,

Henr Cruzer.
M()bL‘o EDWARDS,
Cyrus Durand,

Doctor . Brown.

{S'l EPHEN S. NELSONXN,

Northfield.

Mount Pleasant 4 Elijah Hunter,
William Sing.

Carried fox ward,
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Brought forward,
JACOB F. RANDOLPH, -
RosexrT F. RaxpoLrs,
Joseph Manning,
Martin Runyon.
DANIEL STEERS, - - -
James Burges,
Bell,
——— Talman,
L— Ccnklin,
Sherwood.
DANIEL SHARP, - - -
“ "HARLES LAHATT,

\roerk George Hcbdy,
) - ?Isaac Poineer,
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James Vanderpool,
- “’ilham Grumman.
Randolfih. | BENJAMIN RI.ALI\I ORD.
JOHN WILLIAXN - - -
WiLriam PLABCL,
Jacob Smizh,
William Spercer,
John Hewectt,
Benjamin Sutton,
Joscph Heweit. i
Sovuth River,.\. - - = - - -}
Jersey. %(‘ lnarlcs (:llﬂlOl‘C‘. .
JOIIN STEPHENS, -
iVelch Churchy YRoperT OOWEXS,
Se-York, Timothy Price,
Thomas Jenkins.
FRANCIS WAYLAMND,
Poughkeefisic. < Daniel Willlums,
Wilhans.
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James Flandrow,
Dirake Wilson,
Nese-Rochelle. < Danicl Wilson,
Rufus Moe,
Laban Russcl,
John Horton.
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Neww-York George Then o, Total, £49'
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N.B. Since our last anniversary, our beloved brother PETER BRYANT, late Pastor of the
Cliurch at Lyow’s Farms, departed this life. He was eminent in piety, useful in the ministry,
and triamphant indeath. < Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life.”

Also, our brother WEED, a member of the Church at New-Rochelle, and a licen-
tiate in the ministry. This death we number among the mysterious events of Providence.
Brother Weed was a young man, lately called to preach, and very successful in the werk ; he
has lef: a2 goodly number of seals to his ministry. ¢« Blessed are the dead which die in 'the
Lord, they rest from their labours and their works do follow them,”

5. Aletter was presented fromn the Baptist Church, lately constituted in Jame s-Strcet, New-
York, requesting admission into this Association; which was referred to a committee, con-
sisting of brethren Runyan, Lahatt, Williams, Parkinson, and Sharp.

6. Adjourned till half past 8 o’clock to-morrow morning. Brother Brown closed by
prayer.

(Sermon this evening by brother Wilson, from Micah, v. 4.)

THURSDAY, MAY 2s.

MLT pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by brother Sharp.

7. Brethren Allison, Ashley, Wilson and Hillyer bemg present, were invited to a seat
with us.

8. The Circular Letter, prepared by brethren Williams, Parkinson and Wyckoff, was read,
and brethren Labatt, Runyan and Maclay, in conjunction with its authors, were appointed a
committee to revise it.

9. The Corresponding Letter, written by brother Wayland, was read, and referred to the
same committee, adding the writer.

10. Had the following means of intelligence from corresponding associations: From the
Danbury, a Letter and Minutes, by their messenger, brother Hillyer ; from the Stonington,
Shaftsbury and Warwick Letters and Minutes ; and from the Puuaucnpnlan, minutes only.

11. A Circular Letter, by the Baptist Philanthropic Missionary Society of North-Carolina,
was received and read with demonstrations of pleasure. We most cordially concur«in the
spirit whichit breathes, and ardently pray that the object which it contcmplates may be spec-
dily accomplished.

13. A Letter from brother Elkanah Holmes, dated Niagara, Province of Upper Canada,
April 26, 1809, was received and read with deep interest: It contains a succinct account of
the origin of his missionary labours, under the patronage of this association—the numecrous
vicissitudes he has experienced in that arduous emplox —the situation h¢ now holds—the
¢round he now occupies—and the prospects of increasing usefulness with which he is favour-
cd where he at present labours.— Appointed our Clerk to write him an answer.

3. The following brethren were appointed messengers to Corresponding Associations :—
To Philadelphia, brethren Runyan, Randolph, and Maclay. To Warwick, Williams and
Wyckoff. To Warren, Sharp and Nelson. To Danbury, Finch. To Shafisbury, Lahatt,
for thclr session 1n 1810).

14. Supplies for the Church at South Riverin New.Jersey.

Brother Brown, -  the 4th Lord’s day in June.
R. F. Randolph Ist - - July.
Seger - - 2 - - do.
Pearce - - 3d - - do.



SUPPLIES FOR SOUTH RIVER CHURCH CONTINCED.

Brother Stevens - the 4th Lord’s day in July.

Ellis - 3d - - August.
Bijotat - -2 - - do.
Wyckoff - - 24 - - September.
Runyan - - 3d - - do.

Elliot - - lst - - October.
Seger - - 2d - - do.

15. The following resolution was unanimously adopted : - Whereas Mr. William W.
Woodward, of Philadelphia, bas issued proposals to publish by subscription Dr. Gill’s Expo-
sition of the Old and New Testaments; we do most earnestly recommend to each of the
churches composing this Association, to subscribe for a copy of that incomparable work, for
the use of their Pastor for ihe time being. And we add, that it is peculiarly necessary that
both individuals and churches of our denomination should exert themselves to the utmost’in
support of an undertaking so great and so laudable, because on them the success of the object
is likely very much to depend, and because it yet remains very uncertain whether the &ncou-
ragement that will be given will be such as to enable the worthy editor to proceed. The
proposed cdition of that excellent work is to be in ten volumes quarto, at six dollars each,
payable on delivery ; which is much cheaper than the London edition when first printed, and
at least one hundred dollars lower than that edition can now be procured, even second

handed.
16. Brother Sharp to prepare the Circular, and brother Maclay the Corresponding Letter

for next year.

17. Brother Runyan to preach theintroductory sermon. In case of failure, brother Maclay.

Adjourned till half past three o’clock, P. M. Brother Maclay prayed.

Met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by brother Williams.

18. The committee appointed on the expediency of receiving the church, meeling in Janfes-
strect, New-York, reported favourably, and on motion, it was unanimously resolved that they
 be received ; intoken whereof, the Moderator gave brother Maclay, their pastor, the right
~ hand of fellowship
*19. Adopted the Circular Letter without amendment.

20. After some alterations, adopted the Corresponding Letter.
21. Brethren Parkinson and Wyckoff appointed to superintend the priniing of the ml-

~ nutes.
22. Our next session to be holden in the Meeting Heuse of the First Church, New-York,

. on the last Wednesday but one in May next. Public worship to begin at three o ‘clock, P. M.
25. Adjourned.—The concluding prayer by the Moderator. [Sermon in the evening by

brother Brown. DPsalm cxliii. 11.]
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CIRCULAR LETTER.

THE NEW-YCRK BAPTIST Assocu'rmx, MET IN THE u:n'rmc-novsg OF THE FIRST BAPTISY
CHURCH IN THE CITY OF NEW-YORK, ON THE 24TH AND 25TH DAYS OF MAY, 1809,
TO THE CHURCHES THEY REPRESENT, SEND cnmsrun SALUTATiION :

Dear Brethren in the Lord !

PURSUANT to 2 resoluiion passed at
our last session, we now proceed to address
youRhicfiy in the substance of aletter publish-
ed’ by our sister Assi:ciation of Charleston, in
A. D. 1822. This letter we adopt, not we
hope from a desire of ease, but because we
inink the subject of it better suited than any
other to the present state of our churches, and
the discussion equal, at least, to any produc-
tion of which we.might be capable on the
same subject. The subject is embraced in
the following question :—¢ By what conduct
are members of churches most likely to
strengthen the hands of their ministers, and
co-operate with them in promoting the in-
terests of vital religion ?”’

‘T'bis subjeci, brethren, is truly important;
it certainly demands, and we hope will receive,
your serious attention. Of your desire that
the kingdom of Jesus should flourish, as also
of vour willingness to assist in-its promotion,
we should be sorry to entertain a deubt. But
may we not suggest to you certain means, by
attentiom to which, in our opinion, your use-
fulness will be most likely to appear ?

Your Ministers who are appointed to lead in
this great work, demand your attention. With
them you should be ever ready to unite in all
measures which promise suceess. Consider
their office, their character, and their labours !
If, in your choice and continuance of them,
you have attended to scripture direction ; they
are faithtul stewards ; they are men called and
qualified of God for sacr e(¥ service—men pos-
sessing the spirit of that religion they endea-
vour to inculcate upon others—men eminent

for fuith and patience, for charity and godly
zeal, for prudence and discretion, for every
grace and virtue—men animated with a prin-
ciple of love to Christ and the souls of men.
Their appointment also as pastors and teach-
ers, implies that you need, and tAcy are calcu-
lated, instrumentally, to dispense spiritual food
—even knowledge and understanding in divine
things However, with all the quaiifications
they possess, and which, we hope, they are
endeavouring to improve, they are but men,
and men too of infirmities and imperfections.
As good men, and as zealous for the truth,
Satan and the world will hate them, and use
all means to injure them ; and, as men of in-
firmities and nnperfechons, every advantage
will Le taken of them. You then are not to
be idie spectators and leave them to lubour and
suffer alone. And what may be your own
treatment of them can:not be a mattcr of in-
difference ; no, to secure their greatest use-
fulness a certain line of conduct towards them
is your incumbent duty. Their influence
must be preserved, otherwise their usefulness
will be lost.
far as it depends on you, tenderly regard their
characters. The character of every good :
man is dear to him =2nd ought never to be ;
slandered. With what delicacy, tien, should °
we treat that of a minister ; and how carefully
should we refrain, not only from every thing
which may sl:nder, but which may, either
directly or indirectly, lessen that reputdtlon,
on which, not only the dearest happiness ol an
individual, but, in some degrec, thu. of a whole
community, depends. The limits of our let-
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fer will not permit an enumcraton of the
various means by which the character of your
minister may be injured, but your own pru-
. dence will sec and avoid them ; and your own

solicitude, that his character should be fair and !

- honourable, will sczgest to y-u m=ny prudent
expedients to wrest it from the abuse of
others. Fecel for the cause of God and you
will then fcel for the reputation of his servants.

“ You may lessen yo.r ministers’ influence
by the want of a proper regard. not only to
~ their moral, but 10 their ministerial charac-

ter : unjustly depreciating their abilities ard

“aaking iiliberal remarks on their perform-
ances, will greatly injure the:r influence. It
3s laudable to compare the doctrines delivered
by your ministers with the sacred scrijtures,

- and to judge for yourselves’ respecting the
truth of them ; buc is there not some delicacy
to be used in expressing your ohjections -to

- their doctrizes, or your disapprobation of tkeir

7

. performances? Instead of retarding the work,

. by continual and severe remarks upon the la-

- bours of those -you hear, wouid you not do:
- well to remember that no human works are:

- petfect, and that you, in forming to ycurselves
- a standard of excellence, are subject to de-
. ception and error. Let, then, forbearance be
:' exercised ; recollecting, also, that circum-
. stances are numerous which lead mankind 10
| feel, think and judge differently. You will
 act a more liberal, a more consistent, and a
| more uscful part, by uniting with your pastors ;
| and, as suitable opportuniies may offer, by cx-
; dea\ouunq to impress the minds of your fa-
- miiles, fiiends and neighbours, with the cx-
. cellency of those truths which they may, from
time to time, dciiver unto you. Lwell r re
~upon their good and wholesome instructiv.s,
- taeir fervent and pious exhertations, thun upon
_ their errors and failings, and ycu will strength-
. en <heir influence and assist their labours.
i Circumstance  indeed may occur, in which it
" might be proper 10 notice the deficicncics in

their performances; but in those instunces

prudence and discretion are tobe used. Perhaps

a {ree and aflcctionate conversation with tl.em, !

| amante e aemene =

)

inprivate, abeut the unsatisfactory parts of their
performances, would generally answer the

best purpose. This might be of mutual ad-
vantage. Failings, to which your ministers

are liable, in common with all mankind. and
which may be called infirmities, are to be
borne with tendcrness, and skould never be
subject to sever= censure cr ridicvie A con-
trary conduci would not only be ungenerous,
bu: would lessen thz respect due to theircha-
racter, and injurc tkeir usefulness. Let your
gencral depeitment towards them be respect-
ful and becoming the dignity. not of their per-
sons, théy are earthen vessels, but of their
office—of the trust committed unio them.
Live with them in love, esteeming them
bighly for thcir work’s sake, and you wiil
comfort tioeir hearts, streng:hen their hands,
encourage them to enter with more cheer-
fulness and spirit upon their labours, and open
to them a fairer prospect of success. Be ever
ready and desiryus to enter into familiar con-

, versation with your ministers upon the spi-

ritual state of your own souls, on the duties
of the christian, and the precepts and doctrines
of the gospel. Great would be the advantage
vital religion would derive from such an inti-
macy, well improved, between ministers and
their people. Knowing your views and feel-
ings, they would more successfully communi-
cate to you instruction, and you and they, be
mutually animated in the work of God. Re-
flect upon the effects of a contrary coaduct.
Consider the discouragement and difficulties
your miuisters must feel, and the darkness
and coldness in which you are likely to rc-
main. if no su-h opportunities for spiritual
conversatisn are improved. 1Is not the want
of this free converse with them, on spiritual
thing+, one great source of those compluints
which you have often made respecting your
lifelcess state ; and are not pastors and people,
in this respect, verily guilty ? May your
lips be touched as with a live coal from the
aliar, and your tongues become as the pen of a
ready wiiter; and at the close of your inter-
vicws with your pastors, may you be able to
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say, Did not our hearts barn within us when
we communicated our t hts and feglings
to nim, and he expounded unto us the scrip-
tures ! R :

«.To pray for your ministers, is a duty in-.

cumbent ob you. Brethren, says the apos-
thy firay for us. ‘That they have ine
prayers of the souls committed to their
charge is to them an animating consideration,
and cannot fail to attach them to you more
tenderly. ) '

« Provide for your ministers a comfortable
support. They are to be instant in season
and out of season ; to be wholly occupied in
the various duties of their office : studying,
meditating, reading, preaching, praying, ex-
horting, and visiting their flocks in sickness
and health. -~ These are labours in which your
ministers are to be continually engaged ; but
their temporal support God has made your
care. If their time ‘and attention are occu-
pied and, embarrassed with making provision
for their own and their families’ support, it
will be impossible for them to attend, as they
ought, to the cause of God among you. Here
yot must strengthen their hands and encou-
rage them in their work, by delivering them,
as much as possible, from the perplexing
cares of the world ; thus, manifesting your
willingness to bear your share of the burden.
Has the conduct of any of you been different
from this ? And, if so, have your ministers felt
no difficulties, and has vital religion suffered no
injury? Let experience impartially decide.
Surely they have. Brethren, these things
ought notso to be ; the sacred cause of Christ
demands from you every support. Unite
with your ministers, and, if they are willing
to devote their time and strength to the work,
do not prevent them by denying them a com-
fortable subsistence.

« From the faithful discharge of the duties
we have alteady enumerated as incumbent on
you, your ministers will derive peculiar aid ip
their work ; but your general conduct, as
well as your particular treatment of them, will
either strengthen or weaken their hands, as

such conduct either supports or wounds the
cause of God. Your exemplary and hol
lives will add force and energy to the truth:
delivered by your teachers. Live, then. tha:
rcligion which you would wish recommendec
to others ; maintain a holy communion witk

'God, and keep alive the spirit of religion.
- Let your souls be animated with the contem.

plation of the glorious character of God, anc
the glory and grandeur of Christ’s kingdom
both in this and the future world. But re.
member, religion does not ¢bnsist in contem.
plation only.  The duties inculcated in the
Bible, are mostly of the active kind ; anc
such as tan- be performed only by men in :
state of society. - The fruit of the spirit, no!
the flights of the imagination, mark the Chris.
tian, and distinguish him from the children
of the wicked. Be careful to have your in:
tercourse with the world free from censure.
and recollect that he who is unjust to man, T
unjust to God. The enemies of religion wil]
justly ridicule your profession of a change of
heart, if it be not connected with a change of
conduct. They will say, your conversion is a
deception, your devotion mockery, and your
faith no better than that of devils. You:
ministers will lubour in vain to convince others
of the necessity of being born again, if you
should be found of an unforgiving temper anc
conduct, censoriouns, backbiting, passionate
impatient, indolcnt, covetous, or sensual
They will ncever believe that religion to be o
God which does not benefit mankind by soft
ening and improving the mind, and by sup
pressing those passions which are destructive
of domestic and public bappiness. Viewing
the werks of God and his providence, anc
being struck with that goodness which he ha
displayed in these operations, they justly lool
for the same display in the cffects of areli
gion which claims God for its zuthor.  They
wi!l never belicve that religion to be of Goc
which is connected with a character the re
verse of his own. To answer the expecta
tions of those who rcason justly, and silence
the clumours raised by the enemies of reli




glon, your ministets will labour in vain with-.
out the assistanceof your truly -hristian lives
and conduct. Be 'then the tender, affection-
ate’ 'companion, not -the peevnsh, passionate
and cruel ; be the faithfal’
tiful child; thepeaceable,"the fair, the ‘pune-
tual and thé upright manin all your cominerce
with the warld; and-the: smcere christian in
all the duties . of religion. - © Liye in ‘peace
amor g yourselves,-and you will comfort and
suppoxt théhearts of those who watch for your
souls as those who:must glve an account.’
This will be their language—< -Behold the |
people’ of our charge; and learn how good |
and pleasant it is _for brethren to dwell toge-:

ther 1 ‘unity.” - Union 'peeuliarly character- ;

izes the kingdom of Christ.  ‘and s ‘essential to
its beauty, strength and happiness.” Desti-
tute- of union and peace among yourselves,
you are not subjects of the king of peace, and
are not co-operating with his servants. Flgure
_to yourselves hew harrewed up must.be the
feelings of .a mimdter, how blasted his
strength, amﬂxow accumulated his difficuliies; -

who lives in‘the ‘nidst of a divided and con- -

tentious people. Do thcy co-operate with
him in advancmg vital rehgmn in the world ?
The spirit of contention is death to vital reli-
gion, and will ever be fatal to the most pow-
erfui exertions of your ministers. Let then’
the c.ive branch of peace ever be green and
flourishing among you. The injury which |
the cause of Chrlst sustains, from the neglect
of gospel institutions, or from a careless at-
tention to them by those who profess to be the
children of God, particularly to public wor-
ship, is often gremt, and being sensibly seen
and felt by the ministers of Christ, embar-
rasses them with peculiar difficulties. This
institution is well calculated to awaken an
attention to religion, and to spread its happy
influence among mankind. Well worthy of
remembrance is the injunction of the apostle—
“ Forsake not the assembling of yourselves
together,” He who neglects this duty, or is
carcless in the performance of it, nwust be

C

t and the du-:

selves.
thejr parems, prepare. their minds to receive

destitute of a proper regurd to the feelings of

(9 ),

 his minister and to the real intercsts, of reli--
gion. - The evil is contagious ; the example

of one man has :influence-on another, and a .

regular attendance on.public worship becomes

his heart and:stieagth;fil him. . To strcngth

en:then his-hands;abdito aid h1m in the \vork,;

go with him to the house of God, and animate
hiin and yolpr fiiends-by your presence..
In your: families,: much may be and much
ought to be wdofiey. which wuuld be pf general
and important advantage, and greatly facﬂuate
theé work of the ministry. Not indeedin the
work of regenerauon-—-for this -is. the work,
neither of- parents. nor ‘of ministers, but of
God. ‘Eph. fi. 10—~but in disposing to a decent
and setiots attentpnito public means. - Im-
pressions favourable to religion may be early
fixed on the minds of clnklren, and more
readily by parents than . by ministers them-
'lhese lmpressmns, received from

W

the. mé@rucnons of their ministers ; and bemg
made 7inf early. yomfh, they - gencxally abide

“unfashionable ; yount: minister is deserted,and A

-4

with thegn;  and direct; and . influence their

conduét ithrough life. ‘Numeroys. are . the

evils, extensive and, lasting, - which vital re-
ligion : suffers ...om the neglect of . family
instructions ; but time , will' not permit us to.

trace ‘them through their various branches.

Your cwn experience jmust have brought

' many of them to yourview; and you must
have often moyrned for the neglect both of
-famﬂy religion and ‘the pious education of

children. Have you not oftei grleved for
mmlsters, whose unremitted exertions to form
pious and serious habits in the minds of youth,
have been rendgied fruitless by the want of
support aud encouragement from pious pa-
rents? Let it not be said of - you, brethren,
who are the heads of fanulles, that you have
deserted your ministers in this difficult and
important part of their work. Every tender,
every affectionate, every powerful’ tonsidera-
tivn, unites to awaken and fix your attention to
this duty ; und to fill' you with shame and
remorse for the neglect of uny means for in-
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forming (ié minds of your tender offspring; |
for attaching them to~the doctrines of the
gospel and-tothe practice of true virtue. To
sécond; then, the exertions of your ministers, .
and toencourage them:in the 'work, you. must ;
maintain reﬁgmn‘in your families; -and teach
it-to your children- and domstxm, both by
precept and exmple. -~ -

‘The féw cbservitions which we have made.
upon the swubject, and:whith . we must now |

se, we hope will receive from you that !
attertlon 'which their importsnce demnands.
The promotion of religion in the world, is, !
of all others, the miostinteresting object to a
behevolent mind, being the most intimately .
conpected with the happiness-of mankiad and"
the' ‘dedlarative  glory of Christ. What vi-
gbrous exertions then ought to be used, both
by ministers and_people, to. promote the
interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom : and
what solicitude shodld we feel to know whe-
ther we are using the most. successful means
to accomphsh it. Gulk, it is to be feared,
has in a greater orless degree, been incurred.
by ué all. Wi have been wanting in that
noble ardour which the relicion of Christ
demarids ; but ‘it is time now for us to awake
and rise from " the dead. "The voice of our
Redﬁemer ts heard in dzﬂ'enent parts and

4

through extensive regiops of our.land. He
has lifted up his standard against the enemy,
when coming in’ like a flood, -and . thousands
are ﬂockmg to it. Let us unite with them,
engaging with; mlnnqg and perseverance in
the. omtest-—-mamfestmg, by our haly lives
and godly conyersation, that we are in truth
enlisted nndgrdthebanners of Jesus.. Manifest,
brethren,.to, your ministers, by your- faithful
conduct, that yau WIH net desert . them in

! their nobje. oppasition "against errer, sin and

Satan. Zealously engage with them in all be-
coming measures to promote the saving
knowledge of the Redeemer, and the conse-
quent fraits of holiness ; and may your united
efforts. be crowned with -abundant success in
the completc tr;umph of truth, holmess, peace
and love.”

Our interview has been harmomous and
pleasing. Our business has been transacted
in peace, and our separat;on is in love.

" And .now, brethren, “ wishing you grace,
mercy and peace. from Geod our Father, and
from the Lord Jesus Christ,” we remain
yours in the faith and fellowship of the gos-
el.
d MARMADUKE EARL, Jiloderatar
CORNELIUS P. WYCKOFF, Clerk.
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CORRE,SPONDING LLTF R.

THE NEW-YORK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION; MET IN THE MEETING-HOUSE OF THE FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH IN THE CITY OF NEW-YORK, ON THE 24TH AND 25TH DAYS oF ' wu, 1809,
TO CORRESPONDIKG Assocnuom, SEND CHRISTIAN SALU'ru'tou :

Dear Brcthrc_:n !

IT has been pleasmg and interesting
to us'to meet once more in ‘Association; and
it is ‘equally so, in havmg another opportunity |
of ‘addressing you in that capacity : which

pleasure arises from our union to our common
head, and to one ‘another, being many meni-

bers, but one body in Christ, and consequent-
Iy, we must, ought to feel, an equal in-
terest in each other’s welfare and prosperity,
the interest bemg one. ' Indeed, what can be

more ammatmg and encouraging to ‘the

members of the body of Christ, than to hear
good tidings relauve to the Messiah’s king-
dom. If so, how necessary, angd useful, is
eplstolary correspondence with the churches
of Christ! by it useful and mtcrestmg infor-
mation is derived, and the bond of union in-
creased. Oh! that the important truth, that
we, though many members, are but one body
in Christ, were more generally understood,
and habitually realized! What a tendency
would it have to promote the sweet exercises
of ¢ tenderness, bowels of mercies, kindness,
humbleness of mind, long suffering, forbear-
ance, forgiveness and charity (which is the
bond of perfectness I’) How calculated is it
to increase the interest and happiness of those
who compose the body of Christ, as also to
silence all jealousies, envyings, evil speaking,
debate, and strife, all which are sometimes
obvious among professces, though contrary to
the spirit and temper of the gospel, and un-
worthy of those who profess to have felt its
power, to live under its influence, and to take

Christ as their pattern angd example. Letit
be our concern, dear brethren, more and more .
to attain the same misd that was in Christ
Jesus, “ who made himself of no reputation,
and took upon him the form of a servant,” &c.
and habitually to comply witii the eexhortation
of the inspired apostles, « Wherefore receive
ye one andther as Christ also received us, to
the glory’ of God.” " So to do, is to answer tc
the figure or representation used by the Holy
Ghost—* one body ;” every member having

’his importanit use, and place, and feeling an

equal interest in the whole. How much does
such a walk' and temper of mind tend to adorn
the gospel'of ‘God’ our Saviour, to glorify his
dear and adorable name, to evince the reaht '
of religion in the heart, and to stop thc
mouths of infidels and scoffers of our holy re-
ligion

With unspeakable pleasure, we inform you,
that the Divine Spirit has been mercifully
poured out upon some of the churches in our
connexion ; some of whom had been long
waiting for a season of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord, from which it appears
that their lprayers have been answered and
their expectation realized. Sovereign grace
has triumphed in delivering many from the
snare of the fowler ; they have been stopped
in their mad career in sin, caused to lay
down theif arms of rebellion, and made to
bow at the feet of sovereign mercy, gladly
embracing the blessed Redeemer, as he is
revealed in the gospel. Thus itis that sinners
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are “ made willing in the day of kis power.”

~ as we sec commerce again reviving, and (he

And although some of the churches Lave not | countenances of our fellow men, who a htide

shared so largely in the showers of grace, !

yet they have experienced some intimations =
of divine goodness, in that a few -have been ;
added to their number, that they have been |

preserved in union, and found walking in the
truth. Oh that the same blessiogs might
descend upon the churches of Christ univer-
sally ! May his past and present favours
excite our warmest gradtude and praise, and
increase our fervour in prayer for the accom-
plishment of what he has graciously rromised
conceruing. Zion ; which premises are a suf-
ficient warrant and cilcouragement, sceing
that he that hoth promlsed 1s both faithful and
able to per -form

It gives us pleasure (o see and hear, that
a vaissionary spirit seems more generally
to prevail than formerly ; efforts arc made to
send the glorious news and glud tidings cf
salvation far and near :—may this spirit abun-
dantly increase ; and for which no doubt you
will unite with us in fervent prayer. Has
God told us to give him no rest until he make
Jerusalem a prai~e in the whole earth ; ana
shall we be silent ? No :—forbid it Lord!
Do thou quicken us, and we will call upon
thy name.

We cannot but notice with gratitude the
goodness of God to-eur common couniry.

How cminently favoured when compared
" entreat you to pray for us, and for the church

with many nations in Europe. While they

for many years have been scourged with de-
- grace of our Lord Jesus be with your spirit,

solating wars and bloodshed, we have been
and still are mercxlully preserved from the
awful calamity ! It is true, a dark cloud has

been permitted for some time past to gather
around us ; yctwe trust it is ncarly dispersed, ¢

e

time since wore a gloomy aspect, now bright-
ening into checrfulness and vivacity. The
church of Christ, considered as a spirite 1 vody
and kingdem, has, we conceive, little or
nothing to do with poliics. We presume,

‘howerver; that her members are not to be idle

observers of such distinguishing interposition
and favour; but that as belonging to the civil
community, they are equally interested with
other citizens, and are particularly called to
be grateful, humble a1:d obedient.

\Vhile we reflect on 1he goudness of God to
us, as a people. we ave ready to stand
astonished ! Surely it is nut because we are
deserving ; for, on the confrarv, we hzve to
deplore the wickedness, vice, anc immorality,
which have abounded, and stil dc absund
amongst us, and on the account ol which
those who fear God should sigh apd psav to
bim, that judgments lately threatened, und
mercies recently received, may produce th: .
salutary effects of humbling us as a people
under his mighty hand, ard that mercy mey
continue to rejoice against judgment.

Our minutes, brethren, which accompany

. this-epistle, will'inform you more particularly

of ihe testimony God has given to the word

- of his grace for the year past, and give you a
: tolerably correct idea of the state of the

churches in our connexion. Brethren, we

of Clirist geunerally. To this end, may the
Anmcn.

MARMADUKE EARL, AModerator.
CORNELIUS P. WYCKOFF,




REPORT
TO THE NEWW.YORK BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY,

BY THEIR BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

L

PRESEXTED MAT 23, 1809.

Dear Brethren and Friends !

TO persons suitzb
the importance cf true religion and the value
of immortal souls. seasons like the preseiit

cannot fi to be highly interesting. Truly,
preat lbn‘gs are taking place in the earth.
W hile we recount the goodness of ‘God to us,
as a society, during the year past, we hope
wour hearts will be warmed with a grateful
sense of the samie, and feel zn increasing con-
cern for the salvation of vour fellsw men
You zre called upon to rejoice with us, that,
notwithstanding we bave had some ddficultics
yet oui' missionary exertions have not becn
abated, nor our success linpeded : but that,
on the contrary, the liber:iity of our friends
has enabled us to employ two additional mis-
sionaries. In our last report we staied that
our much esteemed brother, Elder Holmes,
was labouring among ihe Tuscarora Indians,
and under circumstances too which appcared
pleasing. From the talks which we had re-
ceived from the Indians, and now have in
our possession. we had the fullest authority
for what we then stated ; however, but a short
ume had clapsed, when we were surprised
with the information that the Indians had
discarded brother Holmes, and accepted a
missionary frem the New-York Missionary
Society. What led to this sudden change of
conduct on the past of the ludians, we do wot
think proper, at present, to mention ; assured,
however, we are, that it was not occesioned
by the conduct cither of Mr. Holmcs or of

D

bly impressed with | ourselves ; and in justice to Mr. Holmes, we

think it incumbenton us to say, that our good
opinion of him as a christian and a minister,
remains unshaken. Should the change which
has been effecied ulimately be -or the spi-
ritual benefit of the poor Indians, ' will be to
us matter of gratitude and joy ; however,
several of us hzve long been of opinion, that
from the impossibility of communicating re-
ligious truth to that people without t‘:e me-
dium of an interpreter. the Tuscarora mission
has never wore a very promising aspect ; and
it is well knuwn that the expense of support-
ing a missionary therc was double what we
pay missionaries elsewhere. How wise are
the dispensations of God ! well may it be szid
his ways are not our ways, nor his thoughts
our thoughts. No sooner was the door shut
in the Tuscarora village, than applications
were made from various quarters for mis-
sionary aid. Providence, by several remark-
able circumstances, has directed our brother
Holmes into Upper Canada; and we have
abundant cause to rejoice that his removal has
turned out for the furtherance of the gospel.
Our brethren of the Massachusetts missionary
socicty, part-cipating with us in the prospect
of qur brother’s future and increasing useful-
ness, where he now 1s, have generously
agreed to bear for another year, one half the
expensc of his mission, andl our united efforts
have been abundantly rewarded in receiving
the agreeable information, that, throagh his
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instrumentality, a church has been constituted
on the banks of the Niagara. On the occa-
sion of this constitution a minister of respect-
ability, in a letter to us, expresses himself
thus : « ] had the happiness tsc. become ac-
quainted wiih ihe state of Mr. Holmes’ mis-
sion, which presents satisfactory prospects to
encourage its continuance. His removal from
the Tuscaroras will be prciuctive of good.
1t 1s viewed by the pecvnle in thcse regions,
who zre friendly to the Baptist interest, as
highly favourable to the general cause of
Zioni.—In October last a number of persons
cordially united in church relation, the most
of whom Mr. Holmes, at different times, had
baptized. They came together’ (continues he)
¢« with more matured views of the order and
discipline of a gospel church, than are to be
met with in many of our churches which have
been constituted for years.” He adds, “There
1s a prospect of having their number in-

1G.

creased, and of their maintaining the public !

worship of God, even when they are not sup-
plied with preaching. They are much at-
tached to Mr. Holmes, and depend on his
preaching to them as much of the time as
will comport with his other calls.”” Such,
brethren, is the testimony we have received
respecting brother Holmes. Qur informant
moreover suays, that there is no Baptist
church within eighty miles of where Mr.
Holmes resides. While labourers are few,
the harvest in those parts is truly great.

May the Lord of the harvest send forth more

Jabourers !

Our missionary, Elder Lahatt, since our
Jast report, has taken two very ecxtensive
tours in the northern parts of this state ; lately
be has been employed more to the west, and
is now hourly expected to return from a third
tour. We have also reason to believe that
much good has been done through his instru-
mentality, in calling sinners to a knowledge
of the truth, and in comforting and strength-
cnlng many of the Lord’s dear children, who,
from their situation, are depriveu of gospel
drivileges.

B nmp— -

At Windham, where his labaurs !

were s0 remarkably blessed last year, he has
had the satisfaction to learn, that of those who
had made a profession of the name of Christ,
not one had been known to go back again into
the world. c :

Having received information of the desti-
tute situation of a considerable part of the
county of Ulster in this state, we have en-
graged in our employ Elder Luke Davis, the
pastor-of a church in that county. But as
this is a late appointment, we can only say,
that from what we have learned, his labours
have been generally acceptuble where he
has gone, and.that in some places where he
has preached, there is reason to heve that
several have believed, to the saving of their
souls. _ '

In the vicinity of this city, and on some
parts of Long-Island, there is considerable
room for mjssionary labours ; and Mr. Wil-
liam Pearce, a licensed -brother, who has al-
ready laboured. in those places, is engaged
under our dircction, to supply them more
frequently. :

You will perceive, brethren, that we have
now in our employ four missionaries; may
the Lord go with them and with all who are
engaged in the same good work !

The lovers of Zion cannot but feel the
highest satisfaction on-beholding the efiects
of that missionary spirit which God has of
late poured out upon his people. . Of this
spirit as manifested by our sister societies, the
Massachusetts and others which have existed
for a considerable length of time, you cannot
be ignorant ; but we have the pleasure to in-
form you that lately three baptist missionary
societies have been originated west of Utica ;
viz. the Hamilton, the Lake, 'and the Ge-
nesee.

It will be recollected, that last year our
funds were increased by the assistance of our
young friends, composing the ¢ Baptist
Youths’ Missionary Assistant Society,” and it
will appear from the account of our treasurer,
subjoincd to this report, that this year we
have received still greater assistance {rom the
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same source. May the Great Head of the
Church abundantly reward their work -of faith
and labour of love : 7

The account we have given you of  the
success which has already attended the labours
of our missionaries, will, we are persuaded,
epcourage you, brethren, to continue and

increase your contributions, your prayers o !
all your exertions for the furtherance of t:.«
gospel, and thereby the conversion of s: -
ners. Under this pleasing impression, viu
conclude our address. '
JOHN WILLIAMS, President,
CALLB B. BOWERING, 8Secreta:




- New-York Baptist Missionary Society, in Account with
John Cauldwell.

DE.

1808.

To c:sh paid missionaries........ $703 33
To Mr. Tiebout for printing........ 15 00
'To secretary for postage ............ 6 11 1-2

* Tobalance-due from late Treasurer . 478 55
1809.

May 22. To cash in treasury 651 99 1-2

............

#1854 99

L ]

h“‘

CR.

1808.
Bycazh...........c.ccennennn 115 42
By s2le of Dr. Jones’ Sermons ..... ... 912 1-2
7 By cash from late treasurer........ 260 00
By donations . ....... ... aalen 170 50
By subscriptions..........cc.0--. 288 €1
B, prayer meetings - . . .......---- <79 61-2
By Youths’ Society-. ...........--. 184 11
By balance due from late treasurer . . 478 55

| 1809.
i May 22. By apnual sermon . ............ 129 61

§1¢54 €9

Errors excepted,
J. CAULDWELL.,




