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WEDNESDAY, MAY 29, 181s.

1. MET at 3 o’cloek, P. M. for worship. Brother Parrin.
sox deliverad the introduetory Sermon from iam. i. 4.—The ways
of Zion do mourn, because none come to her solemn feasts : oll her
gates are desoiaie : her priesits sigh, her virgins are offlicted, and
she is in bitterness.

2. The business of the Association was epened by prayer by
Brother Parxinsow. .

8. Brother Jaeon F. RanporLrr was chosen Maoderator, and
Brother Davip Jonges Clerk.

4. Ministering brethren occasionally present with us were af-
feetionately invite§ to a seat,

» &. Letters from the churehes were read.

N. B. The names of ordained ministers are in SMALL CAPI-
rALs ; licentiates in §tifics , & —— denotes no settled minister;
from churches marled‘-ius t we reeeived no intelligence ; minis-
‘evs distinguished by a#** were not present ; those churches from
whom no intelligenee was recsived stand as to their total gumbens,
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6. Bi'ethren, the Moderator, Parkinson, and Jones were ape
pointed a committee to arrange busiuess for to-morrow, '
Adjourned to 9 o’elock to-morrow morning.
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THURSDAY, MAY 30.

"Phis day met pursaant to adjournment.

Brother ErLLrroT prayed.,

7. Received communications from corresponding associa-
tions,

Philadelpnia. letter and minutes. A%w-Jercen, messenzers,
brethren Wilson, Smalley, and Hast*ags.  Harlford.  Shaftsbury.
Warwick, letter and minutes—messenger, brother Lathrop. War-
ren, letter and minutes, ,

Minutes of the following Associations were presented uvs by
brother Rice :— F¥hitercater, ftoanork:, Baltimoie, and of the Gene-
ral Meetiiig of Correspondence. 1le alzo stated that during the
year past he had visited several associatinns to the wesr and south,
aud save a xketeh of the state of relizion in those parts. The
suhstance of what he coinmuuieated, and alse a Cireular from the
Corresponding Seerctary to the Baptist Hoard of Foreign Mis-
sions addressed to this body, will be found in an Appendix to these
Minutes.

8. Appointed brethren Wileox, Hohert F. Randolph. ard
Duffie a committee to examine the minutes of corresponding As-
sociations.

9. The Circelar Letier, prepercd by brother Jones, and the
Corresponding Letter, prepared by bioihier Grifliths, weve pro-
dueed aud read. and hrethren Me¢Laughling Parkinson, and Bedi-
ent, together with the writer of the Circular, {(hrother Grifliths,
the writer of the Corresponding letter, being wheent) were ap-
pointed a committae, to whom the letters were reterred.

10. The Committee appeiuted to examine the minutes of sis-
ter Assaciations, reportad, thatthey found nothing requiring the
attention of this body ex=eut the notice of cortain impostors who
are travelline about in the character of preachers of the gospel.
T'wo are mentioned ih the minutes of the Sturbridgze Association,
John Johnson and Joshua Young, and one is mentioned in the
Shaftshury minutes by the name of Juseph Smith. ‘The churches
are cautioned to beware of the ahove naned persons.

11. U'he following brethren agreed to be our messengers to sis-
ter Assnciations :

Philadelphia, brethren M¢Laughlin and Smith ; New-Jersey,
brethren Parkinson, M:-Laughlin, Brown. and Duffie ; Stonning-
ton, brethren Wilson and Dean ; Farwick,brethren Wilson, Par-
kinson, aud Moore. ;

12. Brother Parkinson to prepare the Cireular, and brother
Wyekoff the Corresponding Letter for the next year.

18. Appointed brother Jones to preach the introductory Ser-
mon, and in case of failure, brother Wyekoft.

14. Whereas the church at Hudson has applied for a dismis.
sion, to join another, a more convenient Association :

Resolved, That said church is at liberty to unite with any As-
sociation of thesame faith and order.

15. A letter from our venerable brother Elkana Holmes, was
reported by brother Parkinson, giving the painful intelligenee that
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the church at Niagara, ewing to their dispersion during the war,
and other circumstances, is dissolved.

Brethren Parkinson, Bedient, and Duffie were appointed a
commiftee to write to brother Holmes a friendly letter.

16, Whereas, from several churchces belonging to this Asso-
ciation we have rceeived no intelligenee for three years past—

J2osolved on the following means of inquiry respecting them,
viz : That to the King-strect, the Oysterbay, the Southheld, and
the Coram Churches,each, our Clerk, brother David Jones, write
a letter of inguiry ; and that brethren Brown and Jones be a eom-
mittee to visit the Chureh at Byram and that of Masenicus, and
to fabor among themrespeetively, by preaching and conversation,
to comfori and encourage them in the way of duty.

Adjourned to three o’clock this afternoon.

Brother Smalley prayed.

Three o’clock, I'. M.

Met agreeably to adjournment. Brother Watson prayed.

17. The committee to whom were referred the Cirealar and
Corresponding Letter, reported a few alterations, chiefly verbal,
and on motion Resolved, That the seeond reading of them be dis-
peused with, and that the Clerk is authorized to make the few al-
terations nxveed on by your comnnttee.

18. Whereas. a coneert of prayer fins been established many
years agn, and is now very extensively observed by societies and
individuals in every guarter of the world, this Association recome
mend te the Chuorchies to unite in said eoncert, and onthe first Mon-
day evening in every month to pray particularly for success of mis.
siomary undertakings, and the universal prevalence of the gospel
upoa earth. ‘

19. Ministering brethren made appointments to supply des-
titute churches as follow:

Newtown, brother M‘Laughlin 2d Lord’s day in August ; bro-
ther Watson 2d in September; brother Seger 1st in October ; bro-
ther Parkinson 3d in Octobers brother Robert F. Randolph 2d in

Vovember; bretler Wyekoff 2d in March. Washington, brother
Elligtthe 3d Lord’s day in every month ; brother R. F. Randolph
4st in September; brother J. F. Randolph st in October. Samp-
town, brother Seger 4th Lord’s day in June; brother Elliot4stin
July ; brother Watson 2d in August,

20. The next meeting of this Association to be held in the
meeting house of the First Baptist Chureh, in the city of New-
York, on the last Wednesday in May, 1817, at 2 o’elock P. M.

21. On motion Resolved{ That it is expedient to establish an
Assoeiation Fund, out of which shall be defrayed the printing of
the minntes : aud it is requested that the Churches send, by their
Messengers, their contributions to said Fund. A ‘Treasurer tobe
appointed at our next meeting.

22. Agreed that our Minutes be printed in New-Brunswick,
and that brethren Asa Runyon aud Hezekiah Smith be a eom=it.
tee to superintend their printing and distribution.
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" Business heing finished, the Moderator gave a short address;
and hrother Lathrop engaged in prayer.

Missionary Sermon this evening by brother Rice; after
which a collection was taken up for missionary purposes.

——t D P

CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Flde< anl Messengers enmposing the New-Forl: Association,
ccnve ed at New-5Lrunsiick, on the 20th and 3oth days
of May, 1816—

TO THE CHVPCHES WHOM THEY REPRESENT —

SEND LOVE LV THK LORD JESUS.

DEAR BRRETHREN—

. WE =G1i(IT vaur attention this year. to the subjeet of
CRRISTIAN PMLIGENCE. For this purpoese, we would pre«
sent you with a few thovelt. unonthe Apostalical injunetion :—
Be stecdfast, unmoveahle. o'ways abeundive in the work of the Lord;
Jor aswiuch as ye know that your labor s vt ia vain in the Lord.

. Inorler to abound in the work of ‘he Lord, it is necessary
that we aliould be sicadfrst in our adherence ta the great and funda-
mental truths of revealed Religion: or what the Apostle calls The
Jirst principles of the Oracles of God—particularly the great doc-
trine of the Resurrectian : from which the Apostle so fareibly ine
fers, and so affectionately urses the idea of Christian Diligence,
Unless a person eordially embrace and fiemly believe the princie
ples of the docirine of Christ w+ can have ne solid ground to
calenlate on his abounding and persevering in the work of the
Lord. Whatever zeal he may discover for a season, yet, as it is
net tempered with knowledge nor supported by faith, it wilisoon
spend itself,and indifference, lukewarmness, backsliding, yea, and
even apostacy with all their awful consequences may follow,
With a view to steadfastncss we should frequently contemplate
the evidences of Christianity, both external and internal. This,
beside contributing to our establishment in the truth, would yield
abundance of the most rational andexalted pleasure. Having set.
tled this point, for it is capable of the highest demonstration, we,
should be eareful that all we admit and receive as truth, be foynd
inour Bibles. Let usnot be satisfied from the testimony of others,
that our notions are seriptural, when we can examine and see for
ourselveg ; for who would drink out of a cistern, when he can have
access to a living fountain. 1If we wish the truth to make its na-
tive i}nd full impression on our minds we must draw it from ity
own incorruptible and living source, the Holy Seriptures. Aswe
view steadfastness in adherauce to the truth absolutely necessary
in order to aboundingin the work of the Lord, we have said thus
much concerning the means of attalning it.
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That work of the Lard to which we would draw your atten-
tion on this eccasion, is, 'THF PROMULGATION OF THE
GLORIOUS GOSYLL OF THE SON OF GOD. Itisnotne-
cessary, when we address ourselves to you, to take up the paper
with arzuments to provethatthis is a werk in whieh the Lord by
his word and his providence calls us to engage: this has been al-
ready acknowled by most of you, in uniting with one or the other
of the two Missionary Societies, which, in consequence of ti.e re-
commendation eontained in the sixteenth minute of last year, have
been formed within our bounds.  All we shall aimat, for the pre-
sent will be, to offer a few reasons and encouragements for our a-
bounding inthis good work.

The first reason we wonld urge for abonnding in this work is,
the rclation in which we professedly stand to the Ford, that is. as
his servants, not by compulsion, but of choire. Have wa not so-
lemuly and repeatedly given up ourselves to him and devoted our-
selves to his service? Do wenot by our professian say that we are
not ourown ? Should we not therefore abound 1 his work? If I
be a Master where is my fear, saith the Lord of Hosts—Mal. 1. 6.
Yo call wme Muster and Lord, and ye say well, for so I am—John,
xiii. 13. Is he an austere and hard Master 2 Are his command-
ments grizvous 2 Surely not. None, but wicked and slothfyl ser-
vaunts, ever brought suehcharges aguinst him.  No—ke is reason-
able, condescending, tender and liberal.  Moses, Elijah, David,
Paul, together with thousands of others, esteemed it the highest
honor ard dignity, that they were the servants of God. Tt isstill
a dignified character. The real honor attacied to it, however,
will be in proportion as our profession and deportment agree,
Why, saith Jesus, call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things that
Isay 2—FLuke, vi. 46.  If anyman serve me let him follow wme, and
where I am there shall also my servant be ; if any man will serve
me, him will my Father honor.—~John, xii. 26.  Let this consider-
ation, brethren, that you are the servants of God, be a strong in-
ducement for you te abound in his work.

Secondly. Our Lord has much work for us to do. The har-
vest truly is great. Mauch, very much has been done within these
twenty years, towards spreading the glurious Gospel at home and
abroad, but we may with safety say, that much more remains to
be aceomplished. The exertions which have been made, have
done little more than to discover how much exertions are wanted.

“he light hitherto spread, has been scarcely sufficient, to shew us
how extensive aud how gross the darkness is, which covers the
people. How many Churches in our own conneetion witliout Pas-
tors ? How inany towns, counties and extensive territories withogt
‘the preaching of the Gospel in our own country? How many fa-
milies without Bibles? How many nations consisting of many mil-
dions of mortals are entirely izuorant of the way of salvation ?
When we have read Geographies aud other books which gave ae-
counts of the governments, customs and religions of the different
mations, have we not read them as a matter of mere curiosity, or
a¢ least as the acquisition of so much speculative knowloige 7 Bat
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conrecting with these things the idea of missions let them now be-
coine doubly interesting. Let us read such accounts with ver
difierent views and feelings. Let it be with a view to learn the
miserable condition of our fellow creatures, destitute of the Light
of Revelation, that vur hearts may be filled with missionary zeal.
How ean we read of the dark places af the earth which are full of the
habitations of cruelty 2 How ean we reflect on their eruel and des-

wtic governments, theirsenseless superstitions, theirinhumao and

loody rites, without, as men, and espeecially as christians, bein
touched to the very heart with their miseries; and how if thus touch-
ed, can we restrain prayer before God,and snppress the fervent de-
sire that the gloriousGospel may be sent to them,to awz=linrate their
condition in this world, and point out to them the road to imnertal-
ity;aud if we thus pray how can we content ourselves without engag-
ing inthe work, and proving the sincerity of our prayers by our
endeavors to obtainby the means appointed, the objeet of our sup-
plications ¢ We must not sonsider our work as finished until eve-
ry American Indian, every Bindoo, and every Hotentot, is furnish-
ed with a Bible; that they may read and hear in their own lan-
guage the wonderful works of Goll.

Thirdly. Hitherto but few, comvparatively, have engaged in
this great and good work. We have icasen, indeed, to bless God
that he hatb stirred up the hearts of so muany, to come and work.
Nevertheless, are there not many, who,from scme cause or other,
stand aloof, while iheir fellow christians are, souxe enduring all
the privations, fatigues and perils of the missionary eld, and o-
thers contributing of their penury more than they ean weil spare.
Were all christians of every denomination engaged, still, thcre
would be an immense work before us; but how many, of all de-
nominations, are inactive ? Some are indiftereat, fold up their
arms and say, *the Lord will carry on his own work”—others
urge the stale objectionthat “the time is not yet come’’—the time
that missionary exertions should be made; nor are ﬂ]ey anxious
itshould come in their day, for in that case, they also would have
to turn missianary men! Some are in a great bustle of ®usiness,
are “‘adding field to field and house to house,” arelaying up trea-
sures on earth :”” they have nothing to give for this purpose. O-
thers lay out all they can collecttogetherin supporting themselves
and their families in the vain and costly fashions of this sinfal
world. Some discourage foreign missions, because they are um-
willing they say that “money should be sent out of the country,®
and they would fain digeify their narrow-mindeduess and covetous-
ness with the specious name of patriotism. Tosuch(ifthis Circular
should fall into their hands) we would propose the following
queries : Are not silver and geold, when contrasted with the pre-
¢ions blood of Christ, in the Holy Serijtures, called eorruptible
things ? Are these ecorruptible things, then, to be oppesed to im-
meorlel souls redeemed by that blood 2 Did Jesus give bis pre-
cious blood a ransom for souls, and shall we hesitate to part
with a little of our surglus mouvey to aid in the promulgation of the
glorious Gospel by which God 1s pleased to h.ing souls to a say-
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ing knowledge of kitaselPand of his son Jesus Christ, whom he
hath sent ? Shall our merehants send go!ld and silver * out of the
country” in large quantities yearly to purchase articles of mere
luxury, and shall we refuse sending a small portion to aid in
translating the word of life, and supporting the Missionaries of
Jesus Christ among the heathen? O ye generous souls, who cher-
ish in your hearts the sacred flame of missionary zeal, blush ! blnsh!
for those who can blaspheinously oppose money to the salvation of
millions of immortal souls from among the heathen!! Thus bre-
thren you will find a cozeat reason to abound in this work of the
Lord, seeing the laborers are few.

We would alsu set before you some ENCOURAGEMENTS,
to ahaund inthis good work.  Our labor is not in vain in the Lord,
and this we know for several reasons :

First. Our Iahor is not in vasn, for God will give suecess to
our endeavars. We shall see the prosperity of Zion, and witness
the enoversion ofsinners. We shall hear of Idolaters ¢ throwing
their idols to the moles and to the bats.”” That these effects will
follow, we may know from the conneection which God has estab-
lished between the means and the end, as well as from the exam«

le of others, whose labors it has pleased him to erown with an
abundant blessing ; especially inrecent undertakings, which have
surpassed rxample and expectation. ‘There never was a period
since the Apostolic age, when God has delizhted to ewn the ats
tempts of his people, for the promotion of his eause on earth, as
he has in ourday. Tsnot this encouraging ? Wherefore let us not
be weary in well doing, for in due time we shall reap if we fuint not.

Secondly. Our labor is not in vain, for we are rewarded in
onr own hosoms. What though we should not realize,immediately,
any thing greatin away of success,andGod should exereise our faith
and patience hy delay, dizappoiniment, or opposition : has not this
been the lot'of those who preceded us? T'he oraniseient God might
kave important ends to answer by such an exerecise of our faithg
and,indeed, what great and good ehject, calculated to promote the
glory of God and the gaod of mankind, has ever been proposed, but
what met with abundant opponsition, from avowed enemies and
pretended friends ! Is not this one of the strongest evidences, and
peculiar glories cf ehristianity itseif, that it has triumphed over
so much oppesition 2 Diseouragments in the beginning would not
prove our labor lost 5 for there would be hope of this tree though it
were even cul down, that it would sprout again. Inthe mean time,
however, we should enjoy, in our own minds, that consolation,
which results from a discharge of duty, and what is infinitely more
valuable, the approbationof our Heavenly Master. Matt. xxv. 21.
Though it was not the will of God that David should build him
an house, yet he approved his intention to do it. II. Samuel. vii. 4,
44. Thus our labor is not in vain, for he that watereth shallbe
water ed himself.

Thirdly. Greatis eur rewardin Heaven. It should be care.
fully recollected, that we are taught in the Holy Seriptures, to
oxpest the forgiventess of our sins, the justification of our persons
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and onr aceeptanee with God, through the redemption which is in
Christ Jesus, without any respcet to any works of ours, either past
or futrre.

T'he same Scrintures also as elearly and as fully teacheth
that Gad will gracionsly reward the lehors and sufferings of his
faiibful servants.  He 15 not unrizhleois io forget theiv work and
labor of love. The joy of their Lovd acails them. A crown of
rightegusness is laid wn for thom., Shonld it ko the ecase, that
those who werkin iliis Vineyard shoald miss of the other rewards
mentioned above, still thisgreat, this evertasting reward remains
cerfain. It is beyond the reach of contingencies and time, Jn
inheritance. ivcorruptitle and undefilcd, and tiat fadeth net away,
reserved in Ilecven for (hem. 18 not this dectrine so tanght in
the ward of God. as that it is evidently intended to encourage the
Ciristian in his eonrse, and induee him to abound in the work of
the Lord 2 e hat!r 1ot eeen nor eaw heard, neither have entered
Jnto the heart, of tie thinrs which God hath prepared for them that
bore him. Bul God hath revealed them to us by ha spirit. Jvow the
God of perce. 1iin hrouzht again from the dead ¢: v Lovd Jesvs. that
great siepler.d of the shoep, througl the blcd dy tie everlasting co-
venand. ek o oy povtoct, in cvery goud werk, todo his will. work-
g in you, thal whicl is well pleasing in Lis sight ; through Jesus
Chvistyio whom be glory furever and ever, AMEN,

JACOB F. RANDGLPH, Moderator.

Davio Jongs, Clerk,

ettt G Vw—
CORRESPONDING LETTER.

The New York Baptist Association, ‘convened in the city of New
Brunswick, slate of New Jersey, on tke 29th and 30th days of
May, 1816—

TO CORRESIONDING ASSOCIATIONS, SEND CHRISTIAN
SALUTATION,

BELOYED BRETHREN—

WE bail vou with jey as the called of God. Ye sce, says the
Apostle, your calling brethren. Among other things which we
see in our calling, we pereeive elearly, the rich, unmerited and
distinguishing Grace of God ; inasmuch as the gospel came not to
us in word only, but also in pewer, in the Holy Ghost, and in
much assurance. What though for a season we are separated,
and seattered in the waste howling wilderness of this world, yet
if in this wilderness we have indeed heard the voice of the great
and good Shepherd, who calleth his own sheep hy name, and whe
Jaid down his life for them, we shall shortly meet in one General
Assembly, even the chureh of the first born, whose names are writ-
ten in Heaven. When christians meet here on earth, and enjoy a
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comfortable interview tozether, they realize in some small degree
a fyretaste of that eternal seene of felicity which awaits them a-
bove in thetr Fathee's house! How transporting the thought,
that all the called of God, shalliin a very little tisve, come from
the east, aud west, and north and south, and sit dovn with Abra-
ham, issae and Jaeob, in the kingdom of Heaven,  There will be,
80 Lo speai. oue grand asseciation of the redeemed of the Lord,
who shall come to Zion with everlasting jov upon their head; for
they shall go from stren -th to strength, until every one of themin
Ziou apypeureth before God, :

AreEruuey, the day i whieh we live, is a day of wonders :
a day in which the chureh hears the voice of her redeemer. say-
inz, = Arise, shine, for thy light is eome. and the glory of the Lord
is rize 1 upon thee.”  The people of Gl are making great exer-
tions ‘or'the spread of the gnspel Truth triumphs over error and
supcrstitition.  The standard of the Cross is erected in many pla-
evs. in which it had been hitherto untnown, and many are flock-
inz anta it. Notwithstanding these things, there yet remains
niuch to he done.  We observe in the communications from the
churehes, and also from sister associations, that there are many
churdies withont pastors.  "This should quicken usin the duty of
prayer. that the Jord of the harvest would send forth lahorers into
Fis harvest, that the wheat may be mathered into his garver. We
selicit wot only a continuanee of your correspondence hy friendly
epistles, but wlso the presence of some of your ministering bre-
threa. at onr annual meetings as messengers, that we may be aid-
ed .viheir conneil. und refreshed by their preaching and conver-
sation.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ he with you all—
A, JACUB F. RANDOLPH, Mederator.
Davip Joxgs, Clevk.

e L O X0 5 D 020X 0T Giim—
Communications alluded to in the seventh minute :

PuiLaverruia, May 44, 1816.

DEAR 3TR—By the time of the meeting of your association,
an expectation had heen indvnlzed that the second Annual Report
of the Baptist Board of Foreizn Missions would have been issued,
'The circumstanee of the adjournment of the Board to meet in
New York on the t9th of next month, and the propriety of defer-
ring the Report nntil that meeting shall have oceurred, render its
immediate publieation impracticable. It shall be forwarded as
early as possible. Your respected hodv will no doubt contrive
means at your approaching session for its early circulation ameng

the Churches.

Happy that your association have appointed an officer from
among them to receive missionary communications ; hoping that
the holy flame for sending abroad the tidings of lifc eternal thro’
e world of transgression and misery, will continue alive and in-
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crease among vou, as it already dees’ in many similar bedies, and
indulging the anticipation that at no distant periog the glory of
the latter day will shine throuzh the earth, I am your fellow ser-
vant in the cause of the Redeemer. WM. STAUGHTON,

T'o ihe Rev. Mr. Parkinson. Corresponding Secyetary.

BRROTULR RICE stated {0 the Assaciation, in addition to
what is mentioned in the seventh miuute, that sinee visiting this
Association last year, he, as Ageni of the Board of Foreign Mis-
sions, had witnessed with much pleacure and satisfaetion, the ge-
neral eountenanee given to missionary efforts by the Associations
he visited in the service of the Board,

He likewise observed that happy and extensive revivals of
religion have been experienced in the uorthern states. In the west,
the churches are generally in peace, and mauny appeared to be
sensible of their coldness, and longing for the out-pouring of the
Holy Spirit. 'Fhe state of the churches in the south appcared te
be much the sane as those in the west.



