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MINUTES

OF THE

Philadelpbia Baptist Association,
HELD,
IN NEW-BRITAIN, BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA,
October 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th, 1805.
. 35—
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1805.
1. AT 3 o’clock, P. M. Brother THOMAS B. MONTANYE preached the

Introdu@ory Sermon, from 1 Corinthians iv. 2. [t is required in Stewards, that a man be
Sfeund faithful.

2. After Sermon, business was opened with Prayer by Brother WILLIAM WHITE,
when Brother THOMAS B. MONTANYE was chosen Moderator, and Brother
WILLIAM STAUGHTON, Clerk.

3. Letters from thirty-four Churches were read.

N. B. Ministers names are in CAPI'T'ALS. Licensed Preachers in Jtalics. Those

marked with an * were not present. From Chuiches marked thus 1, we reccived no
intelligence, Dafthes (-—) denote no fettled Miniiter.

SRR
Churches. Ministers and Messengers, % "§ ~ § .3 \-; | § K
SAMUEL JONES N RN NS
Lower Dublin, 4 Thomas Holme, ]eﬁ‘c; Dungan,
Jofeph Wright, Abedncgo Whilwon. 24t 1| 1| — 1| 3| 116
Middletown BENJAMIN BENNETT,
1aielown, John Stillwell, Jacob Conaver. 4 | —  — 1 1| 2 144
Cohanfe HENRY SMALLEY ¥,
aniey Jeremialh Brooks. . - - 6| 3 3|— | 2| 182
DAVID JONES,
Great Valley, { HORATIO G. JONES
Ifaac Buley. - - |=—| 2| 2| —|—| 65
Cape May, JONA FHAN _]ARMAN“‘ - ==~ = 1| 46
Hopewell, JAMES EWING, Nathan Stou, |
1ft Church, Te S
Jefle Stout. - - — | 317 2 |— | 157
| 9 231 3 8, 710

Carried over, ' 34
T Six otbers bave been bapiized and udded 1o the Welch Chur /.



Churches. Ministers and Messengers.,
Brought forward,
. OSHUA VAUGHAN
Brandywine, }ohn Petit. ) - i

SILAS HOUGH,
Charles Humphrey, Jofeph Lunn,

Montgomery, Thomas Dayis, John Harris.
[Reftored 1
Kinewood GARNER A. HUNT *,
& ’ Thomas Lequear, Thomas Robertfon,
Hichis Town. 3 EETER WILSON,
& > | Thomas Allen. [ Reftored 1.

WILLIAM STAUGHTON,
Philadelphia, WILLIAM ROGERS,
1ft Charch, | JOHN P. PECKWCRTIJ, !

Thomas Billings*, George Engles,

| John M’Lecd, Jofeph Keen. [Rell. 1.
I"HOMAS B. MONTANYL.
Nathan Marple, Nathan Banes,
George Shelmire, Peier Sauerman,
Barnard Van Horne. - -

+ Knowlton, - -

Southampton,

Edward Matthew, Benjamin Matthew,
Ephraim Thomas, William Jamies,
Abiah James, John Hines.

New Britain,

Salem, John Walker, Jofeph Lloyd. -
Dividing Creek DAVID STOUT. -
(ALEXANDER M’ GOWAN

New Mills,  11SAAC CARLILE. .
Upper Freehold, . - -
Pittfgrove, - - .
Manahawkin, 9 gamuel Gray, [Reftored 1.
Vincent, Enos Miles,

1+ Tuckahoe, - - -
Hill ‘Town, Foseph Matthias, Philip Miller,

Afhbel Jones, John Davis, ,
Thomas Lunn, Lewis Biuing. -

Carried over, '
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R BER IR
R 82 3 8!«
Churchss. Ministers and Messengers. &8 £ s 0§ 8
QIR RN R
Browght forward, | 2¢of 34 [127 . 12 37 2402
Jacob’s Town, BURGISS ALLISON. - 2| —| 2 — 1 O
+ Marcus Hook, - - === - — 22
Roxtbur THOMAS FLEESON, ]
Y John Levering, Nathan Levering, jun. — | 1 4. — 50
Welt Creck, PETLR GROOM*, - - — | -] = = 1t 53
Shemokin, ]OHN PATTEN*, . - —1—1 3 L | 89
|
£-mwell, amuel Hunt, Aaron Stout. - 0| == — 2| — 76
William Boswell*, Foseph Sheppard,
Burlington, George Allen, btep‘hzniz) U[ﬁ{k ! S
Matthcw Randall. [Reftored 1.f 14 f 3| 2 —  — 79
: |

Dover, Y'k. C.

Mount Holly, g]e‘lc Cox, Jofeph Evans, Win. Dogers.| 44 | 2 | 2 | 4 2 130

Mofes Davis. - - - 1|~ 4 — | 2 21

Philadelphia WILLIAM WHITE | |

2d Chun,;) Ifaac Johnfon, Adam Corﬁeld | ! g
Rlchard Proudfoot, Thomas Altimus. | 34 | § 3 6 == 111

Hopewell, | :
2d Church, | James Hill, Daniel Drzke. - t | 5| 2 I - 54

Blockle JOHN RUTTER, Heath Norbury, | f |
Y Amos Penager. [Reftored 1./ 16 | 1 | — 1 ' - 31
Squan, Samuel Haven. - - c {=—]—1=- 1 — =" 48
Total. [ Restorsd 6. | 324 50 l 146 31 | 43 3279

Brother SAMUEIL JONES prayed.
Adjourned until half paft 8 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

gD 4 Qe

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2d, nasnr rast 8 0’cLock, A. M,

Met purfuant to Adjournment.

Brother Dsvid Jones prayed.

4. Brethren JAMLES M’LLAUGHLIN, DAVID COOPER from the Natches, Samue!
B. Har is, and William Inglesly, Lreacon of the Baptist Church at Charleston, S. C,
heing present, were invited to a seat with us,

5. Vhe newly-constituted Church at Squan, in Dover Townshi;, Monmouth County,
New-Jersey, applying for admission into our body, was accordirely received.
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6. Received Corresponding Letters and Minutes from the following Associations : viz.
from Charleston, a Letter and Minutes ; from New-York, Minutes and Corresponding
Letter, by their Messenger WILLIAM VANHORNE ; from Warwick, a Letter and
Minutes, by their Messenger JOHN STANFORD ; from Warren, Minutes and Corres-
ponding Letter ; from Miami, a Letter and a copy of their Minutes; from Redstone, a
Letter and their Minutes ; from Delaware, a Letter and Minutes, by their Messenger
DANIEL DODGEL.

Brother Vanhorne praved.——Adjourned to 3 o’c.ick.

g o’clock, P, M. Met purfuart to Adjournment.

Brother James M’Laughlin prayed.

7. "The Circular Letter was read, when Brethren Vanhorne and Dodge were appointed a
Committee, in conjunction with the Author, to revise it. 4

8. The tollowiag Brethren were appointed to write to the Corresponding Associations.
Brother Wm. Rogers, to the Charleston—Allison, to the Delaware—LEwing, to the New-
York—=Stanford, to the Shafisbury—-Wilson, to the Warren—Horatio G. Jones, to the
Warwick—Bennett, to the Danbury—David Cooper, to the Miami—Stauvghton, to the
Redstone.

y. The following Query, received from the Great Valley Church last year, was con-
sidered : ¢ Was the baptism of the Holy Ghost external or internal 2’—Answer, This
Association believes it was purely external, though attended with fome internal effects. For
a statement of their sentiments on the subject, they refer to their Circular Letter published in
1802.

10. Resolved, That this Association cannot take up a question that relates to an individual
member of any church without interfering with the independence of such church.

1. Resolved, That whereas, there is some difference of sentiment with respect to a
certain individual between the churches of Middletown and Hights-Town, this Association
recommends the two churches, by mutual delegates, of such a number as they shall think proper,
to call a council, at an early period, to whom they may submit their documents, and who 1t is
hoped may promote the felicity and harmony of both churches, the result of which the Asso-
ciation wishes to receive the next year.

'I'he Moderator prayed. Adjourned to 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

[Sermons were this evening delivered, by Brother Stanford a: New Britain, Brother
Vfilsun at Hill Town, Brother Dodge at Montgomery, and Brother Staughton at Doyles’
Town. ]

—l § e

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5d, A. M.

Met pursuant to Adjournment.
Drother Samuel Jones prayed.
tz. The Letters to the Corresponding Associations were vead and approved. The
followipg Brethren were appointed our Messengers.  To the Delaware Association, Jothua
Vaughan, Horatio G. Jones, Silas Hough, and Jokn Rutter; to the New-York, Wiliiam
White and Pcter Wilson; to the Warren, Peter Wilson ; 10 the Wirwick, Thomas B.
Montanye.

Brother Rogers prayed, ——Adjourned to 3 o’clock,



>
3 o’clock P. M. Mct purfuant to Adjournment.

Brother Ewing praved.

13. The Circular Lctter, revised by the Committee, was adopted by the Assaciation.

14. Resolved, That for the purpose of a speedy termination of the difhculty referred to,
in the 11th Article of these Minutes, with the approbation of the delegates of the Middletown
and Hights Town Churches, this Association takes the liberty of recommendiag as the
council referred to, the following Brethren, James M’Laughlin, Thomas B Montanye,
James Ewing, Samuel Jones, Burgiss Allison, William Van Horne, William Staughton ;—
and that *ne time and place of their meeting be Friday, the zgth instant, at 11 o’clock, at
Bordentown, New-Jersey.

Brother Staughton prayed. Adjourned to S o’clock to-morrow morning.

[ Brother Van Horne preached this evening at New Britain, ard Brother Carlile at Hill

Town.]

el ¢ Qp——

FRIDAY MORNING, 8 o’crLock, A. M.

Met pursuant to Adjournment,

Brother Rogers prayed.

15. Two Queries were proposed from the First Church in Philadelphia. 1. Is it con-
consistent with the divine word, and the desirable harmony of our churches, that any church
encourage and practice the reception of individuals into membership, who live in the vicinity of
another sister church ? 2. If nor, what measures ought the aggiieved church, under such
circumstances, to pursue *—Agreed that, for want of time, and with the approbation of the
delegates from the church of Philadelphia, the Queries be laid over for the consideration of
this Association next year.

16. It is recommended that the quarterly prayer-mecting be continued, excepting the first
Tus:day in October, instead of which, the Association recommends the Friday preceding.

17. This Association having svmpathized with the destitute state of our churches, and
considered the utter impropriety of the ¢xpence falling on a few of our Ministers, agree that
as many of our churches had contributed for the laudable end, the collectiors of all the
churches should have been deposiied for the purpose the Assoctation then sitting determined.

18. The Report from the Corresponding Committee, draughted by the Recording

Secretary, was reported, read, adopted, and is as follows :

The Report of the Recording Secrctary to the Association, agreeably to the Resolution of the
Ccrresponding Commiirtee, at their Mecting June 11th, 1805,
drvt Veeting, April 26th, 1804

Brother Rogers, the Corresponding . oy, reported as folloas: That Charleston, Warren
Danbury, New-York and Warwick Associations, have generally adopted our reconmendaro .,
the apnointing of Comnittees to correspond or confer with us, and have forwarded their Minutcs
expressive of the same.

Letters were @lso commanicated and read by him, from our Brethren Smilie, Helcombe, Furnian,
and Bachus; soverally giving pleasmg information, as it respects the growth of Religon and the
advancoment of the Baprist interest. ,

The Minutes of the Chianleston, Warren and Danbury Associations for 1803, and thore of Suvanna
for the present vear, were delivered by the Corresponding Sceretary 1o the President of the Cune
mittee, and also the first No. of the Massachusetty Bapust Missionary Magazine.
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By particular request, recent letters received by the Corresponding Secretary, from our Brother
Carey in India and Dr. Fuller of England, relating to the concerns and progress of the Bengal
Mission, were rcad and gave peculiar satisfaction.

At the Meeting of September 18th, 1804.

Letters and papers were commnuiicated and read by the Correcpondine Secrctary, from the Rev,
Mr. Hersey, Fayeite County, Pennsylvania, dated July 7th, 1804-=Samuel Stanton, Wayne County,
May 1st, 1804—Rev. Mr, Caton, Orange County, New-York, May 30th, 1804; with a Statement
of the Baptist Churclies in Wayne and Luzerne Countics, Penvisylvania, dated June 9th, 1803. Also
a Narrative of a Convention of Baptist Churches held in Chemung, Tioga County, New-York,
from November 10th, 1796, to October 26th, 1303 : all of which letters and papers were deposited
in ine hands of the President, agrecably to a Resolution of this Committee, at their Meeting of
September 20th, 1803.

At the Meeting of Fune 11th, 1805.

The following letters and communications were received and read by the Corresponding Secretary,

irom our Brother John Morgan, a letter informing of the formation of a Church at Ebenczer,
Louden County, Virginia, also a letter fiom Brother Vanhcerne of Scotch Plains, N. J giving an
account of the baptism and death of Mrs. Eliza Hampton, whose experience and history were
unusually interesting. A letter also was read from Brother Holcombe of Savannah, wiitten at the
request of the general Committee of Georgia Baptists, and accompanied with the Minutes of said
Comiittee which met at Kioke, in Columbia County, 1804.
- Intelligence was received frem Brother Rogers, relative tc the prosperous situation of the Mission
at Serampore, and of the work of God in New-Englund, New-York, and South Carclina particularly;
mformation was received of the adoption of the faith of our Society rclative to Baptism, by the Rev,
Dand Merrill of Sedgwick, N. H. formerly a Padobaptist Mivister, and a large body of the Sociery
over which he presides.

WILLIAM STAUGHTON, Recording Secretary.

19. Itisdesired that the collectinn for the Education Fund be continued and appropriated
as secommended last year.
20. The following Sums were collected :

For tl)(' EJNC(ZtiO?l Fun(l. For [Z)e JWI'S-N‘OIZ* }"“11(/_

Urom Lower Dublin, - K11 91 From Middletown, - . K 6 00
Middletown, . - 12 00 Cohansey, - - . 5 00
Cohansey, - - - 5 00 Hights Town, - - 5 00
Hights Town, - - 5 00 Pl-ilade;phia, - - 3003
Southampton, - - - 9 00 Salein, - - - 6 93
Salem, - - - 6 93 — —
Pitsgrove, - - 3 31 K 52 96

K53 15

21. 'The follewing Brethren, Isaac Carlil2, John P. Peckworth and John M'Leod, who
have been appointed to examine the Letters trom our sistar Associations, report that they see
no particular busiaess referred to in them, that requires the attention of this Association,

2z It is recommended that collections be made, or subsciiptions encreased, or both be
atended to for the use of the Mission Society, as much as can convenicntly be done.

Y The Mission Society will meet with divine Laave, the 18th o December, 1803, at the First
Charcly in Piuladelphia, at 3 o’Clock, P. M.
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23. The following Supplies were appointed :
FFOR UPPER FREEHQLD,

Brother Ewing, 1st Lord's day in October, Brother Allison, 1st Lord's day in April,
Bennert, 1st January, M’Laughlin, 4th m Mav.
Carlile, 1st Maich,

FOR PITTSGROVE,
Brother Stout, 1st Lord’sday in january & May, | Brother J. Sheppard, last Lord’s day in May, &
Horatio G. Jones, Ist in April, 2d Lowd's day m Sepreimber,
S. Jones, 5d in May, Hough, 4th in September.

Itis hoped that our Brethren Smalley and Brown, whe live in the vicinity of the Pittsgrove
i y b
Church, will afford them whatsoever aid is in their power.)

. FOR MANAHAWKIN
Brother Carlile,  4th Lord's day in Nov, Feb. | Brother D). Jones, 24 Lora’s day in June,
Mav and August. A M'Gowan, 2d do. Jul..
Hough, 5d Lord’s day in April,

FOR DOVER,
Brotlier Vaughan, 4*h Lord’s day in October, Brother Mattkias, 1st Lord's das s Joae,
Horatio G. Jones, Istain Feb. and Sepe. Mountany e, Ist o moAvgue
Hough, 4th in Dec, and 3d in May,

FOR FIRST HOPEWFLL,
Brother Allison, 2d Lord’s davs in Oct. & Dec. | Brother M’Laughling, 4th Lord's dus in January,

David Ccoper, 3d in October, Matthias, 2d do in February.
Hough, 4th in November, Montanye, 4th do i March,
FOR FRANKFCRD.

Brother Stanford, 3d Lord's day in Gctober, Brother Montanye, 3¢ Lord’s day m April,
Rogers, do. in November, Allisom, io. in May,
Biilings, do. in December, Rogers, do. in June,

H. G. Jones,  do, in January, S, Jones, do. i July,
D. Cooper, do. i I'ebruary, White, tlo. in August,
Staughton, do. i March, D. Jones, do. In Septemnber

FOR SAUAN.
Brother Wilson, 3d Lord’s days in October and | Brother Bennett, 3d Lord’s day ir January,
April, M'Laughlin, do, m July,

As several of our Brethren, who are present, cannot immediately fix upon any particulss
times for the supplying of the forgoing Churches, and some of our Brethien who are absen:,
we believe are disposed to serve them ; it is affectionately recommer.ded to the said Ministerirg
Brethren to visit the said Churches at such seasons, which are not alicady provided for.

24. Resolved, 'That a Committee consisting of Brethren Rogers, Peckweriiy; Ingles ard
M’Leod, in conjunction with the Librarian, Brother Staughton, are requested to use thar
exertions for ootaining intelligence respecting the books belonging to the Asscciation, and
that the Churches be requested to assist the operations of the Conmmittee.

25. Brother Rogers is appointed to write the Circular Letter, for next year.

26. Brother Horatio G, Jones is appointed to preach the Iutroductory Sermon, aad in
case of failure, Brother David Jones,



27. T'he Association isappointed to mee: on the first Tuesday in October, 1300, in the First

Baptist Chu ch, Philadelphia, at 3

»’Clock, P. M. and in case of any malignant disordesr

prevailing in that City, at Notunghara Meeting-House, Hights ‘Town Church, New-Jerfey.
28 Resonlved, That the Association recomniend to the Churches, the consideration of the
propriety of altering the time of our usual Meeting in October,
29. Agreed that Brother Stephen C. Ustick print the Minutes; and that Brother Staughton
be requested to seperintend the printing, and tc distribute them to the Churches and Corres-

ponding Associations,

el . G —

(CIRCULAR LETTER.)

Tue ELDERS axp MESSENGERS of tHe PHILADELPHIA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,

st1TTING AT NEW.BRITAIN,

THE lst,

2d, 3d, & 4th or Ocroser, 1805,

T0 THE CHURCHES THEY REPRESENT, sSEND GRLELTING

Belwed Brethren,

I\I confornity to our usual custom of
annually add=essing veu on some immportant reli.
gious sul.jcct which may scrve to promote yvour
doctrinal knowledge, as well to excite yeu to the
practice of every christiwn virtue; sve shall call
your attention, at this time, to the nnportant
stbject of BROTHERLY LOVE.

lhough every suitable respect is to be paid to
all men, yet there is a peculiar afection due to
every believer, which is called [)7()‘..)“7'.,: lome, and
which Peter entorees in his exhortation to ** Loge
“ the brotherkowd,”” 1 Peter . 17, ‘I'his, as one of
the relative dutics which christians owe to each
other, stands pre-eminent in the word of God.
From the repeated exhoriations to this duty, and
the variet! of forms in which itis enforced in the
Bible, we believe the inference, of 155 being of the
first imagnitude, is not inconclusive,  Moses gives
the sum of Wl moral preeepts in the ten come
mandments ; and Christ mmpn} erds them all
intwo. The tirst and principal oneis, ** Tbou sbalt
“ove the Lord thy God with all th, bt'art, soul and
“anind.  The second is like” and subordinate
“Canto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself”
And then he declares that “on these teo com-
“ mamlmtr:o ba:g all the lasv and the prophets,’
Matt, xxi. 57==39. Hence we see thv propricty
of Paul's declaration, that ““lowve is /o fulfilling
“of the law,” Rom. xin. 10 For cvery duty
requized of us s o be pertormied from a principle
of love to Ged, as the exaciting cause; and 1n
obedience to his revealed will, s the rule of all
vur actione; theiefore this as ealled  the Arse and

¢ great commandment.”  The first table of the
law, containing our more innnediate duty to God,
1s here, by our Saviour, comyrehended in this one
sentence, ' Than shaie love tie Lord th) God with
“all thy beart, soul andmind. ' T'he second table,
which contains ovr dity 1o cur neighbeur, is also
compriced in this single sentence, ** Thou shal:
“Alove thy neighhour as thyself!' Hence we ure
authorised to conclude that, though all our duties
are to be performed fmm a principle of love to
God; yet, love to the brethren, abstractedly cone
sidered, is the source fronmu which arise all the
other relarive duties we owe unte them.  For as
loree to God s thatactive principle which constrains
us to delight in bis worship....which makes the
COwavs of wisdom to be ways of plu\anmess,
“and all her paths peace ;" so love to 1an is that
principle of action, which compels us not only to
flv trom the thought of deing him an injury, but
prompts us to give reliet when in distress, and
render him happy.  “ Love worketh no ill to his
“ neighbour: therefore love isthe fulnlling of the
“law,” Rom. xiii. 10, Thisis what James calls
the roval law.. . 1f ye fulil the royal law accord.
ing to the scriptures, Thou sia/t love thy neigbbour
“us thyse!f, ye do well,”” James 1. 8. 1\nd grant-
ing we are to take this commard in an unlitited
sense, to extend to every individual of the human
race; yver we stull cantead for the proposition
befere advarced, that thare s o v dur affection
due 1o the ehilidranet Ge o The apoestelic advice
on this sul f{ut rurs thus  ** As we have opportu-
“nity, et us do gond un o all men, e.sp(ma’ v lisito
“ l/em who are of the be sehold rjjmb " Gal. v,
10, W are to Lve 'l nien, av men; though
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some, by their abominable practices, forfeit our
respect, and bring upon themselves merited cou-
tempt : But christians are to be loved, as the
adopted children of God, and for bis image which
thiey bear.

'The obligations we are under t- love God and
his children are inseparable. It is therefore follv
in tne extreme for any one to decewe himsclf
under an idea that he loves God, when at the
same time he has no disposition to love, and do
good to his people. For says Johr, ‘This com-
* mandment have we from hin, that be who loveth
“CGol, leve bis brother also.  And, if a man sav,
¢ 1love God, and hateih Uis brother, e dva liar,”
1Johniv. 20, 21, Fromthis, and siniila ingua oo
used in the seriptures, itis evi lent, that brotherly
love isan indispensable duty uponall the £ llover,
of the Lamb.

Brotherly love is not onlv an incumbent duty
upon all Lelievers, but it is a very coinfortahle
ecidence of their gracious state; for savs the
apostle, * We Luow that we have passed from
sodeath unto Lite, fecavse we dove the rretlyen s he
< tnat loveth not his brother abudeh 1 dex )
1 John iii. 140 From this pasaaze it annoars
cvidzat thae all christians, from the cinvvaa o e
of their boving the bretheen, mine deas e G
tfortabic and assured conclusion, that the. have
passed from spiritual death wo spivitual Bite oo
in other words, that the, are regencreated orbora
of Gaod, and mude beirs of eternal gloryy Asan
evidence of gracious affvctions, 1tis not comninm
for this to stand alu.c; but is generadly aticaded
with other distinguishing murks vhiereby a person
may judge of his gracious stares Bui we ol
think that there are seasons when abinost evor,y
other mark 1s lost and whentiis vsthe Chirstian's
principal, it not only sepport. And we bihieve
it to be abundaatly sutlicient to prescrve hinnfrom
sinking i despair,

We will review the delighitful paseage Iijare
to vourselves a person juat made acquat coed with
his dreadful sitvation as asinner Coondemned by
the Iaw of God...a Ihad of guilt upon Tos soulL.
ready, inhisown apprehension, todrop into cudless
misery.but waiting, wrh oan anxiety bordering
on dcspair, O TCCCIVEe SOTC Cnttort troeay the
word ot God, querving with the bheleved disaiche
as he delivers these words, it tallowa,g o
ner.c Ve drow,"” says John ooeeoor e
disconsolare sinner, do VOou bnese Y et e Lave
“Cpassed from death uneo life " hap,  caint!
dovon certaly know tiat this w0 ot aion
4 knowledge s, worth tan thocsand ol !
would to God that £ had bur tie sialle s ciean
of hope, thar such a blessing belonzed o e’ but
ict e ask, bow do you know it Becaiwe e i

Sy

' the brethren.”.. .O! heloved of the T.ord ! dio vou
say that tdis is a certain sign of such an important
event as that of having passed from death unto
life? Yes; the Holy Ghost instructs me to assert
it for the benefit ¢f his people; and you may rest
assured that he who truly loves his brother hath
been dclivered from death, and hath a right to
all the blessings of the covenant of grace.  .And,
to check the presumption of hypocrites, T am
further instructed, by the same authority, to
declare, that « be that loveth not bis brother abide!)
“in death.”

Broiherly love is not anly an cvidence 1o our.
o Ives that we are boan of God, but also toceher o
Lossass Christ, By this shall @/l mea haow
“thar ve are my desciples, (f ce baes lose ore r)
Cgnather”™ Joha anin 8300 Tt is only when chris.
tiats are wearing Christ’s Livery, and comypletels
cquipt with the gospel armour, that they appear
* fairas the moon, clear as the sun, and ternible
“as an army with banuers,” Cant.vig 190 oy
anly those whose general conversation iy cuch ay
becometh the gospad, that appoar roaperable
the eves of mandaud. For the pasiv ot the chns
tiauis so plainly poinred out i the word of Goud
that oven the wicked world can readdy divcern

S east deviationin thowr steps. A Lo R
Pooors allow themisdhves to tatl mowaorh t v
wul sinful cuvcoms of the world, vd evsecaaldls

wien they are contentinas, and give thennelyves
upto backbiimgundevil-speahing, one ot another
they become a stumbling-block toycung converts,
and wlaughing-stock trintidels. Letus thoretore
be exceeding careful, o ail our Conduct, o pive
“naneoccasiontothe adve rsury o 5-14".1?\ eprode h.
fullv, 1T v 144,

As every thing that s valuablc niay be coun-
revfeitedound as chere may be danger o the b ae
w e profess to have tor the brethrenbea g s panions,
(and therefore no cerain mark o our s dap)
we willdeseribe the nature and effects of bretierls
Iove, that you may be able o dotenm e what
degree of consolation you may dvaw r

With respect to it nature atas a Aol love
of the same Kind thot s God Binselt Foy e
Is a grace communcated from hinn tharctorg
must be the same m bind, though ot dee o
Here we will Just observe, that tne love o Go o
the display of his atmribute of o oess whinoh
delightsinthe happmess ot objecn, Ard thoega
God e grood to ali his creatures, “anakig hisan
o rse on the evilb and on the grood, o d sendyng
Coron onthe justand onthe onjust,” Mar v

cthasapprovong, evalasting and unchangeane
oo, only phced upon as clect ones e e,
e sanctticd, and capraiadly as baving b pertoa
nghteousucss of Christ umputed  unto theny,
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Jeivwah beholds with complacency, and delights
to do them good.  OFf this he has given the
higheut proof, in the gift of his Son....and, with
himi, be will freely give them all things that will
be to their advantage, Rom, viii. 32. ¢ The Lord
“ will pive grace and glory: no good thing will
“ he withhold from them that walk uprightly,”
Psalm Ixxxiv. 11, And brotherly love, bavinga
divine orighy, must be an holy nﬁrction....:md, hike
that of Jehovah, will fix upon suitable objects, and
delight to prumote their happiness.

Our love to God will be manifested by our
obedience, John xiv. 15. and our love to his people,
by our exertions to do them good. It is in vain
to sav we love them, and at the same time be in
the habir of spreading, and perhaps magnifying,
their faults, Tlad we that ¢ fervent charity among
« ourselves,” to which we arc exhorted by Peter,
it would ¢ cover the multitude of sins,” 1 Peter
iv. 8. Itis incongruous to suppose welove them,
if, having the means, we withhold reliet when
they need it.  Or as Jolm expresses it, * whoso
“ hath this worlds good, and seeth his brother
“ have necd, and shutteth up his bowels of com-
*¢ passion frony him, dow dwelleth the (ove of God
“an him 2”1 johniil. 17, Dear brethren, ¢ let
“ us not love in word, neither in tongue, dbut in
“deed and i truth.”’  Let us evidence our love,
by feeding the hungry, cloathing the naked, visit-
ing the sick, and cheerfully rendering them all
the service in our power. In this way, let us
manifest to the world that our professions are not
mere empty sound; and give them reason to say,
like the heathens in former days, ““ See how thesc
* christians love one another,”

Thereare many important duties that christians
owe to each other, the source of which is love,
And where this isoctive, those will be performed.
Some of them are of a ucgative kind, and are
essential to the peace and prosperity of the Church.
Such are the exhortations to avoid all unprofitable
debates, envying, backbiting, tattling, and busy-
ing ourselves in other people’s matters.  If we
possess this ac. .e principle, instead of bring
guilty of these, we shall be tound in the practice
of those positive duties enjoined upon us,  Such

as relieving the distreased-. bearing with ons
another....praying with and for one another....pro-
moting peace and havmony .watching over cach
other...and where any are wandering out of the
way, endeavouring, in the spirit of meekness, to
restore such...and, by every other means in our
power, advancing the interest of the Redeemer’s
Kingdom, and promoting the happiness of its
subjects.

Dear brethren, if you are found faithful in the
cheerful perfermance of these duties, you are in
possession of one bright evidence that youare ihe
children of God, and heirs of eternal glory. How
pleasing to sce the children of God, in their pil-
grimage towards their future inheritance, “stand-
“ing tast in one spirit, with one mind aflection-
“ately saiving tegether for the faith of the
“ gospel,” Phil. i, 27, and vniting against their
common euemies, * Behold, how good and how
“ pleasant it is for brethiren to dwell together in
“unity,” Psalm exxxiii. 1,

This preciovns grace will extend itselfto all who
bear the divine image. It knows no bounds till
it meets with unwoerthy objects,  For as he who
truly loves God, loves hinw as possessing all the
perfections of Deity; so will he love ull those who
beur the marks of being born of God, of all nations,
languages and denominations whatever,  And
those who live nearest to the Lord in 2ll holy con-
versation, together with a zealous attachment to
the pure principles of religion, will be most loved
by all the true followers of Chris:,

We shall close with the apostalic exhortation,
“add to your faith, virtue, knowledge, temper-
ance, patience, godlinesy, brotherly kindness and
charity.  Fore it these things be in you and
abound, they make you that ye shall be neither
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledye of our
Lord Jesus Christ,” 2 Peter i. 5—8, « Finally,
brethren farewell: be perfect, be of good com fort,
be of one mund!, live in peace ; and the God of love
and peace shall he with you,” 2 Cor. xiii. 11, Amens

THO’s. B. MONTANYE, Moderator,
WILLIAM STAUGHTON, Clert,



