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MINUTES

OF THE

Philadelphia Bapiist Assocz'azfz'o;’z,

HELD BY .-’LPPOI\"I‘\IE‘.\'r IN PHILAD“‘LPHIA,
Ociober €ih, uh and 8:h, 1807,
-—--a-n---
TUGESDAY, OCTOBER 6th, 1807.

A'l .o’clock, P. M. Brother SA’\IUEL JONES preached the Introductory
Scrmon, from [smh liv. 2, 3. Falarge the place of thy tenty and let them streteh forth the curtains
of thire halitations : spare nuty len r!/ it thy cordsy and strengthen thy stakes ; For thou .r/;a/t
break furih on the right kand and on the left ; and thy seed shall iuberit the Gentilesy, and make
the desolute cities to Le inhalit: .,

2. Afier Scrmon, business was opened with prayer, when Drother WILLIAM
STAUGH UON was chosen Modcrator, and Brother WILLIAM WHITE, Cleik.
: Letters from thirty-four Churches were read. ,
A. L. Mioisters’ names are in CAPITALS.  Licensed preachers are in Jtalics. Those
marked with an *, were not present. Irom Churches marked thus{, we received no
mtelhgcnw A Dash denotes no settled Minister.

lerclm DMinisters and Jl’fc:.rcnger:. . cle el o 1
. T [BelEel 3| %
SADMUEI JONES, 2 E3|ERI 2 £ 3
Lower Dublin ‘T’homas Holme, Jess¢ Dungan, 8 |25z 3 A lS
') John Thaw, Abedncgo 1. Whitton, : i
John Richardson. - - - - |17 3 — 1133
DMiddletown, BENJAMIN BENNE’ l"l‘. N B e e e N 135
HENRY SMALLEY*,
Cobansey, {”’"ﬁ.:m Steelling*, David Gilman,
Joe! Sheppard. Dasiel . Swinney. 1 —1 1 2 | 195
DAVID JONES.
Great Valley, HORA 'l G JCNES,

Jonathan Phiilis, feaac Abrams, :
. Phineas Phithyps. - - o0 o o . 2

Cape May, JONA Y H‘\N JARMAN, . . 8 —
8

I
»

Hopewell 1st JOHN BOGGS
Church, David Swout, Richard Stout. - -

Carriecd overy | 46 6, 19, 3 g | 7_;-:;



Churches. Miristers aid Messengers.

Brought forward,
JOSHUJA VAUGHAN,

Brandywine, Robert MiCoy, Thomas Baldwin,
John Smith, William Grifith, - -
SILAS HOUGH,
Charles Humphrey, Joseph Lun., -
e homas Davis,
Kingwood, Edward West, Thomas Robertson.

PETER WILSON,

Andrew Perrine, John Jones.
[WILLIAM STAUGHTON,
WILLIAM ROGERS*,

JOHN P. PECKWORTH,
Philadelphia, Thomas Billings, George Ingels,

1st Church, ] George Mustin, Joseph Kcen,
B:enjamin Thaw, Jared Sexton,
Fiugh Gourley, John M‘Leod, sen.
| T'ilman Culp. J. M:Leod, jun. [Res.1.
{THOMAS B. MONTANYE,

)
Montgomery,

Higats Town,

William Watts, Abel Marple,
John Shelmire, Nathan Banes,
James Dungan. - - - . - .

Southampton,

4+ Knowlton,

New Britain, Edward Matthew, Joshua Riale. -

THOMAS BROWN,
Joseph Lloyd, Henry Mulford,

Benjamin Thompson. - - - -

Salem,

+Dividing Creek,

Benjamin Hedger, Lemuel Howell.

- - - - - -

New Mills, {ISAAC CARLILE#,
4,

+Upper Freehol
+ Pitsgrove, - e e e .
Manahawkin, Thomas Edman. -
Vincent,

+ Tuckahoe,

Levi John, Robert Phipps, - <

JOSEPH MATHIAS,
Hill Town, Philip Miller, Isaac Moriis,
Griflith Owen, - - . [Rest. 1.

Carried over,
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—_|—|—]— 2] 83
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nnf{—1| 6 }3 2| 328
3812t 71 5| 31307
20 4y —|— | 2| 133
4 v r|—1| 3| 83
11 1| 6] —| 3 113
—_——_— | — ] —-— ] — 58
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Churches. Ministers and DMessengers.

Brought forward,
bs T BRURGISS ALLISON,
Jacobs Lown, 9 A perCox. - - - - - - -
Marcus Hook, e e e e .
THOMAS FLEESON,
"} John Levering, Cornclius Holgate,
Rexbury, James Patterson, Charles Levering,
Nathan Levermg. - - - - -

West Creek, Joseph Pricket. -
. JOHN PATTON,
Shemokin, Charles Saxton. - - - -
Amwell JAMES ML %UGHLIN,
mwell, John Carr, William Merrell. - -
. Willias Boswell, Foseph Sheppard,
Burlington, Stephen C. UatchJ I\ﬁtth.. fl’Randal]

‘, Joseph Darber, George Allen, - -

. Jesse Cox ¥,
Mount-Holly, {\Villi:m\ Rogers®, Edward Thomas.
Dover, Y.C. P. — Moses Davis. - -
{ WILLIAM WHITE,
. . | Samuel Herris*,
Philadelphia Isaac Johnson, Thomas Timings,

2 Church mng
' lAdnm Corfield, James Wiley,

Philip Halzel, Jacob Keen. - - =

Hopewell, 2d |
Church, William Salyer, Joseph Boss, - -
Amos Penegar,

Blockley, V. Sheldrake, G. Helmbeld. [ Rest. 1.

Squan, Samuel Havens.

ALEXANDER M‘GOWAN,

Evesham, {]o:eph Evans, George Spaxks,
El Evans. - - - - - -

Trenton and
Lamberton, Amos Reader, John Coleman. -
James Clark,

Frankford, John P. Skelton, John Dainty. -
Total,

Adjourned till g o’clock, to-morrow n*ornmg
Brother Runyan praved.

= w5889 | ¢
g |25lesl % | & |
-E, o] Ex % gl
& 85|Exld |8 1
146/ 36 | 53 | 16 [ 34 259
6f—|—|—]| 8] 63
-—! 3 2| —| = 21
6 21 1 |—] 1] 58
5 2 I 1| = 92
2l — | 2] 1|~ 76L
12 ~ | 2] 2| I} 90
—] o— 2| | — 83
2 — | — ) B B 22
42/ 10 | 32| 1| 1{1d1
JI—| 2(—}|—] 5
3 —|— | Y| 34.
4 2| — | 31 ] 4
77 3| 51— 1| 48
] vm | et | o | e 3C
zpf 62 |102 | 25 | 42 !3632

{ Sermon this evening by brother LEBEUS LATHROP, from Hebrews xiii. 5 ]
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{We announce 1o the charches the aflictive tidinzs, that our Leloved Brother PRTER GROOA!,
has been this year ramnoved by death.—pLESSLD AXE THE DEAD WHO DIE 1N THE LORD.]

WEDNLSDAY, OCTOBER 7th, 9 O'CLOCK, A. M.

Met agrecably to Adjcurnment.

Brother M‘Gowan prayed. ‘

4. Ministering brethren of sister Associations, acd of good standing in their respective
churches, who were present, were invited to a seat.

5. The newly constituted Church of Frankford, applied for admission into this body,
and were accordingly received.

6. Received Corresponding Letters 2nd Minutes from the following A ssociations, viz. :
~ from Charleston, a Letter and Minutes; Minutes and Corresponding Letter from New-
York, bytheir Messengers, brethren REUNLE RUNYAN and JACOBF. RANDOLPH;
from Warren, Minutes and Letters for 1806 and 1807 ; from the Redstone Association, a
J.ctter and Minutes ; from the Warwick Association, a Letter and Minutes, presented by
their Messerger, LEBEUS LATHROP ; from the Delaware, a Letter and Minutes, by
the hand of their Messenger, DANIEL DODGE; from the Shafisbury, a Letter and
Minutes ; from the Stonington, their Circular and Corresponding Letter and Minutes.

2. ‘The following brethren were appointed to write to the Corresponding Associations s
To Charleston, brother Samuel Jones ; New-York, Silas Hough; Warren, Burgiss Allison;
Redstone, Horatio G. Jones ; Miami, David Jones; Declaware, Daniel Sharp ; Shaftsbury,
Joha Boggs; Stonington, Thomas B. Montanye ; Chemung, Peter Wilson ; Warwick,

William Staughton.
8. Appointed Messengers t. .he following Associations: To New-York, Wm. Staughton,
Joha P. Peckworth, and Peter Wilson; to the Warren, Thomas B. Montanye, Durgiss
Alliscn and William White ; to. the Redstere, John Patton; to the Delaware, Jame
M<Laughlin and Joshua Vaughan ; to the Chemung, David Jones.

9. Brethren Peckworth, M:T.aughlin and Matthizs, were appointed to examine the
DMinutes of the several corresponding Associations, to report to this body, such things therein
as particularly have respect to us.

10. The Circular Letter, drawn up by our brother Staughton, was rcad, and our brethren
Samuel Jones and Thomas B. Montanye, in conjuncticn with the writer, were appointed a
“Committee to revise it. :

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.—DBrother Ileeson prayed.

3 o’clock, P. M. Met pursuant to Adjournment.

Brother David Jones prayed. :
1t. In answer to the Query from the first Church Philadelphia, ¢ Would it not be
adviseable to appoint a Committee to examine and sce if there be not rules in the new system
of discipline which are discordant with the old, and which might be so connected as to
render them both harmonious?”” Resolved, That it is not expedient.
12. It is reccommended that the quarterly Prayer Meetings be continued, excepting the

fust Tyesday in October, instcad of which the Association recommends the Thursdaypreceding.

.
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13. It is again recommended to the Churches respectively of this body, that collections
be made, or subscriptions raised, to support the Domestic Mission.

14. This Association again repeats their recommendation to the Churches that collectiz::
be made, and repeated if convenient, to assist the Scrampore Mission in the translation of
the Scriptures.

15. Appointed the following Suppliess

' FOR DOVER.

4th Yord’s-day in November, Brother White, | 4th Lord’s-day in April, Brother !_VIauhins,
Brethren Veughan and Horatio G. Jones, at such times as may be convenient.——1It is expected the
brethren will supply Market-Iron-Works on their way.

FOR FREEHOLD.
1st Lord's-day in Jan. and July, Brother Boggs, | 2d Lord’sday in May, Brother Boswell,

Ist . April, Allison, st July, M:Laughlin.
4th _April, " Dodge, 4th August, Sheppard,
FOR FRANKFORD, |

Brother Fleeson, 1st Lord’s-day in November; brother Allison, 1st Lord's-day in every other
Month, beginuing with January; brother Harris, every other first Lord’s-day, beginning with
February; brother Sheppard, 2d Lord’s-day in every Month till June; brother Samuel Jones, 2d
Lord’s-day in July; Brother Billings, every 2d Lord’s-day after July ; brother Peckworth, 3d Lord’s-

day in cach Mouth, and brother Sharp, 4th Loid’s-day in every Month.
FOR KINGWOOD.

Brotler Allison, Ist Lord’s-day in November; brother Samuel Jones, 3d Lord's-dayin November,
Lrother Hough, 5d Lord’s-day in December; brother Matthias, Ist Lord’s-day in January; brothey -
Boggs, 3d Lord’s-day in March; brother Brown, 3d Lord‘s-day in May; brother Boswell, 24 .
Lord’s-day in June; brother Montanye, 3d Lord’s-day in June; Brother Sheppard, 1st Lord’s-day
in September; brother White, 3d Lord’s-day in September. ‘

FOR WEST CREEK AND TUCKAHOE.

Brother Jarman, 4th Lord’s-day in December and April; brother Horatio G. Jones, 1st Lord’s-
day in June, and brother Brown, 4th Lord’s-day in June.

FOR TRENTON.

Brother Montanye, last Lord’s-day evening in every Month; brother Boswell, Ist Lord's-day
in December; brother Allison, 2d Lord’s-day in December 3 brother IHough, Sd Lord’s-day in
January; brother Runyon, 3d Lord’s-day in April; brother Sheppard, 3d Lord's-day in August,
and 4th in September.

. - MANAHATVKIN.

¥
Brother Boswell, 3d Lord’s-day in October; brother Hough, 4th Lord’s-day in May; brhother
Matthias, 4:h Lord’s-day in August, and brother Hedger as often as convenient.

16. Query from the first Church Philadelphia: ¢ Would it not correspond with the
design of the original dorors, relieve the Association of much solicitude, and tend more
to the profit of the churches, if the Association Library were to be distributed equitably
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among them ? and if so, would it not be cxpedient to advise the churches, or private members,
to transmit to the city, at, or tefore, tl}e next meeting of the. A.ssoc.ia!.k_m, whatsocver
Laoks they may possess, or can find, by their delegates, that such distribution may be made?”?
T'o which the answer was in the affirmative ; and the churches and brethsen who have them
in possession are carnestly requested to forward them accordingly to Brother Staughton,
who will, on account of this Association, defray the expence accruing on ikeir removal,

Adjourned "ill 11 0’Clock, to-morrow morning.——Brother Wilson yrayed.

[Sermon this cvening by brother Reune Runyon, from Mark iii, 3.7

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8th, 11 O'CLOCK, A. M.

Met agreeably to Adjournmeat.

Brother Allison prayed.

17. The Circular Letter presented by che Committce, was by the Association adopted
without amendment.

18. Brother Montanye is appointed to write the Circular Letter for the next year.

19. Brother William White is appointed to preach the Association Sermou of next year,
in casc of failure-brotl.er Thomas Brown.

zo. Query from the church of Blockley: Is it consistent for an excommunicated minister
w0 perform the solemuities of marriage between persons? Can such marriages be viewed by us
as a people, as strictly legal ? This Association are of opinion that, with an excommunicated
minister we have no more to do, except as it may relate to the announciug of such excom-
munication ; the law or 3ny society he may join, must become the judge of his conduct : for
ourselves, we cannot céuntenance such marriages.

21. The thauks of this Association are presented by this body to our aged brother,
Samuel Jounes, for his laborious Association Discourse ; they rcquest the favour of a copy
for publication,

22. T'he churches in our connection are cautioned agains impostors, several of whom we
understand. are now going about; and we solicit sister Associations to giveus every informaticn
in their power relative to persons of such character, and we will do the same, as they may
come ur.der our notice. '

23. The churches in our connection are notified that John Rutter, late pastor of Dlockley
church has been excommunicated ; they will therefore not countcrance him as a preacher.

Adjourned ’ill 3 0’Clock, P. M.——Brother Montanye prayed.

Met agrecably to Adjournment,

Brother Jarman prayed.

24. Understanding that Mr. W. W Woodward of Philadelphia, has issued propesals for
the publication of Dr. GilPs Exposition of the O'd and New Testaments, this Association
resolves to support the publishing of the work to the utmost ; they also recommend to each
church to subscribe for a copy of this incomparable woik for the use of their minister, and
urge on all their sister Associations to aid in the accomplishment of the desirable object.

25. This Asccciation recominend a neat, correct, cheap, and original cdition of Wats’

salms and Hymns, just published, with a view to accommodate the Baprist Chiurches, Ly

Mr. Dobson of this city ; they may be had of our brother Bradley, No. 78, Market Surece.
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- They also inform the churches that a third edition of the book of Hymns, done by appoint.
ment of the Association, has been published, and may be had of Mr. Weodward, or Mr.

Dobson, Philadelphia.

26. The letters appointed to be written to our sister Associations were read, and

adopted. '

27. This Association affectionately recommend to the .churches witli “whom they stand

connected, to make their letters to the Association as short as may be, confining then

1y

" 20 facts: as the reading of many lengthy letters consumes much of their tine,
28. This Association is appointed to meet the first Tuesday in October, 1808, in the
- first Baptist Church, Philadelphia, and in case of any malignant djscase 1 the city, at

Trenton and Lamberton meeting-house.

29 Our brother Stephen C. Ustick, is appointed to ptint the Minutes and Letter; and
our brethren William Stavghton and William White to superintend their distribution.

Concluded by prayer by brother Hough.

[ Sermon this evening by Brother Dodge, from Heb. xii. 2. and by Brother M¢Laughlin,

from Hebrew xi. 6.]

. |

(CIRCULAR.)

THE MINISTERS AND MESSENGERS OF THE PHILADELPHIA BAPTIST
ASSCCIATION, TO THE CHURCHES THEY SEVERALLY REPRESENT, SEXND

CHRISTIAN SALUTATION:
BELOYVED BRETHREY, .

A T cur last arneal meeting, the enquiry
was propased, as a subject ¢f the present letter,
* What are the qualifications ot 2 gespel minis-
¢ ter?” The question is an important one, inas-
much as, on a priper reply, depend not ounly the
abilizy of a candidate for the ofiiccof the ministry
to examine himseif, and of the church with
which he is conuncected to Juwdge of his taleaes,
but also the discriminating between those who
are in truth ¢ ministers of Christ and stevirds of
. # the mysteries of God,” and those who aresuch
only in name.

As there are some things which are regarded
as qualifications, which in reality are not, and
others that are supposed to disqualify, bat from
which no discouragement ought to be drawn, a
- few distincrions must be made.
"/ We necd not prove to you that miere morality
¢ of character, powers of eloqueace, cr heirships
- i to livings are insufiicient : a heathien or an indidel
¢ may possess them all. But it may be necessary to
siate that,

1. A perzsasion in the mind of the subject.

¥imself is no genunine proof. We acknowledge

"and talent are different things.

‘tives are not alwars to be trusted.

that whom the I.ord calls he inclines, but desire
Most young
christians, brought up from the herrible pit and
tanght the excellency cf Jesus, feel ardent to
proclaiin his character tothousands, This anxiety
for the salvation of sinrers is lovely as a fruit of
the wark of Ged in the heart. It designates the
scint, but not the preacker.

2. The confident decisions of friends and rela.
These, the
youth who is impatient to ascend the pulpiy,
commonly regards as suflicienily confirming the
propriety ¢f his own impressions. IHe is not
aware that natural alection usurps the seat of
scher judgment. Many a fond parent, like the
mother cf the sous of Zebcdee, has wished a
child exzlted in the service of Christ, witheut
cbserving the mixture in the motives which
gevern the heart. To lorg earnestly that a sen

.or a friend may glority Ged in the work of the

ministry is an effect of grace, while the scntiniert
we form of his ability may be nothing but zazure,

3. Success is no satisfactory proof that a
preacher is qualified of Gon, Many whese afics-



conduet has provad them Like Simenthe sorcever
to buve been in the zull of bitteruess, have been
w-eitl in @ high degree.. They have urged their
sitveess 25 o test of their call. Butit shoulc! be
toiacbered the Llesaing respeets the doctrine,
ot te preacher, God has said my word that
gocth ferth cutef my mouth shall notreturnuato
aoe void ! This glaricus word, therefore, may be
quick and powerful though its preacher be held
in the bonds of iniquity.

There are besides these some things which
are often supposed to disqualify but do not. .

1. A decp persuasion of our eutire nnworthi-
ness.  When we reflect on the high honor doue
by the Lord to his fuithful suinisters, and connect
in our meditation, with it cur own guilt and
impurity, we may well recede and exciai, Lord,
what am I, or what my fathers’ house! To
appear an ambassador of Christ and to stand in
lis stead in the midst of the great congregation;
to be employed in the hands of his Spirit in
training up the children of God for mausions in
thuir Fathier's house, are exercises in which the
mightiest angel in hcaven might glory. But if
only the woredy are to serve in the sanctuary,
where shall they be found ? Paul, who caime not
bekind th. chief of the Apostles, with relation to
his prezching the unsearchable riches of Christ,
terms  him elf, *less than the least of all his
saints.”” His services in the cause of his Lord
were attended ¢ with all humility of mind and
with many tears and temptations.” Scif-abase-
ment will id rather than hinder in the work
of God. It will tremiple under foot the ser-
pent Pride, and cast the crown at the feet of
Jusus..

2. Great fear and trembling of spirit in pro-
spect cf the service, should mot lead to the
conclusion that requisite qualifications are net
pesseibed. ¥ When we reflect on the soleminity of
e work, and on the awful responsibility ol the
minister of God, we may wonder the dread of
soul is no greater.  Son of Man, said the Lord
to Ezekiel, I have made thee a watchiaan,—
hear the word of my mouth. When 1 say o
the wicked, Thou shaltsureiy die and thou givest
him not warning—the wicked wman shall die in
his iniquity, but his dlosf will [ require at thy
Lard?”  Oue of the Fathers terms the sentence
thunderboltsand not words. The sincere miiister
of Christ perhaps cannot be found, who has not
trembled at the address.  But impressions such
as these have been comumon to the moest eminent
of God’s servants, It was in the dread of his
spirit that Moscs said, ¢ O my Lord, send pray
thee by the haud of him whom theu wilt send.™

Jehovah encouraged Jeremiah when he cried,
¢« Ch Lord God, 1 cannot speak: for Tam a
child,”” by saving, * Be not afraid.” 1 was
with vecu,” said Paul to the Corinthians, “in
weakucss and in fear, and in much trembling.”
Holy fear is useful and not injurious, when it
keads to greater faithfulness in the ministry, and
to a mose cutire reliance on the Lord for his
assistance.

3. The neglect, or even the contempt of many
wlio profess the name of Cnrist, does not prove
that we ought not to gird up the loins for the
labouwrs of a steward. Dificrent measures of
talent arc given to dilferent elders, all designed
for the perfecting of the saints. One star dif-
fereth from another s:ar in glery. But he who
cgniemns a christian minister possessing two tal-
ent4, because he equals not another possessing ten,
should fear lest he see it and be angry, who hath
said, ** whoso despiseth you despiseth me.”* The
heart of nian is easily vanquished by prejudice,
and still easier by pride. Not all the eliquence
and zeal, and purity and uscfulness, of an Apostle
were suflizient to restrain his adversaries from
saying, ‘¢ his bodily presence is weak and his
speech contemptible.” .

4. The discovery of no immediate or great
success, sheuld not lead any of God's sevants to
conclude, he has never been called to his Master’s
work. Self-examination may be proper, whether
truth has been gxhibited in all its parts, or
whether the heart may not be too vain *“ to beas*
the glory of much usefulness. But we know that
tiiough Isaiah Jound occasion to exclaim,  Who
hath believed our report,” he coniinued still to
prophecy. Few, in comparion of the mul:itude
of his heareirs, appear to have been converted
under the teachings of our Lord, yet he sull
rcniained the minister of the circanicision,  If
we have as yet toiled and rowed and caught
nothing, who can tell, but that the next endcavour
may bring the greatest success? Whatever be
the result, like the disciples we should say, * 4s
thy word we <will let down the net.” A minister is
no adequate judge of the degree of liis usefuluess.
Seed may have been sown and harvests be rising
whers ke suspected all was barrenness. We
have sometimes discovered more of the useful-
ness of a minister afier his decease than before,
The lamp has burned when the piicher was
broken.

The qualifications requisite for a gospel minis-
ter may be divided into two classes, the essentinal,
without which he cannot properly bear the name,
and the contributory, or those which tend to assist,
adorn and complete the holy character, ’



The essential qualifications appear to be these
four, godliness, bnotledge, readiness of communi-
cation, and a divine call.

1. Godliness is requisite.  Under the term we
include holiness of heart, and purity of life,

An unconverted man is a wicked man; Dbut
unto the wicked God satth, ¢« Wkat hast thou to
do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldst
take my covenant into thy mouth; seeing thou
hatest instruction, and castest miy words bebind
thee,” (Psalm I 15, 16.) In the Epistles to
Timothy and Titus, where the qualifications of
a bishop are distinctly stated, it is required that
he be ¢ holy,” and a * lover of good men.” He
must hold the **inystery of the faith in a pure
counscience.” The Apostles.gave themselves unto

prayer. Timothy is addressed ds * a man of
God,”” and Barnabas described as being * a good

-+ and full of the Huly Ghost and of faith.”

" “aswud in his Sith Psalin, first felates his gracious

. e ea

experience, and then adds, ¢ come, ye children,
hearken unto me, I will teach you the fear of
the Lord.” Describing the state of his disciples,
cur divine Prophet suid, ¢ ye are clean,” and it
was afrer Peter's avowal of his love to Jesus,
that he received the injanctiomg, * feed my sheep,
feed myy lambs.”  VViat indaecd can be expected
from an undonveried miinistry? How shall an
ungodly preacheriillustrate the excellency of the
<ivine charactey wvhich his heart abhors, or the
glories of a law ke leves to violaie? How shall
he describe the distress of an awalienad sinner

. which he never felt, or the extacy of ene who
has reccived pardon through the blood of Chirist,
while helies himsclf under sentence of condemna-
tion? 1f he refer to the tempations and contlicts,
the fears and consolations of the true btlicver,
ke proceeds with such aukward irregularity as
compels the aflicted good man to cry out, *¢ the
legs of the lame are not equal, so is a parablc in
the mouth of fools.” The lip must be touched
with a coal from the altar and iniquity parged
before the prophet receives the commission, * Go
tell this people, hear ye,” It pleased Gad, says

_the apostle Paul, to call me by his grace and to
reveal his Son in me, that I might preach Lim,
Gal.i. 15, 16.

But ¢ the root of the matter” is not all, the
verdure and fruit of a holy conversation are
required also. The bishop must be visible in
domestic life. He must be ““the husband of one
wife,” polygamy being as contrary to the course
of nature as to the laws of God. He must be
¢ one that ruleth well his own house, having his
children in subjection with ail gravity.” For if
3 man know not how to rule his own house, how

shall he take carve of the Church of GOD ! Paud
coilects the virtues that should adora the personal
character of an ambassador of God ntov one
bright constellation. He must be vigilant, sober,
of good bLehaviour, given to hospitality and not
to wine : not ready to strike or attached to filthy
Jucre, but moderate; not given to contention,

not a lover of money, not self-willed, but sobey,.:-

just, holy and temperate, blamelsss in all things
as the steward of God. He must take hecd
to himself, to his flock, and to his doctrine.
Hence,

2, Knowledge is requisite. The new man is
renewed in knowledge; but spiritual understand.
ing is progressive, and in this it is required that
a minister of the word abound. ¢ The heart of
the wise teacheth his mouth.”* ¢ The priest's
lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek -

the law at his mouth, for he is the messenger of

the Lord of hosts.” As if God had said, should
the Bible be not at hand, the mouth of the priest
will supply its absence. An ignorant person can
no more feed the church of God with knowledge
and understanding, than can a shepherd his flock
by leading thein through a desart which has only
here and there a shrub. John must first eat the
book and then proplecy, .

To ascertain the precise degree of spiritual
information that is necessary in a candidate for
the ministry, is scarcely practicable. It seems
however requisite that he should possess general
views of the plan of salvation, of the doctrines
of grace, and of the * law of the house of the
Lord.” It appears also proper that a church -
solemnly exhort a young licentiate brother, to
give attendance to reading, to exhortation and
doctrine: to meditate on these things that his
profiting may appear to all.

When we are taught that a bishop must not
be ¢ a novice,” we are not from the term to
infer that he cannot sustain the character while
yourng. Timothy’s youth, Paul instructed no
man to despise.  The term *¢ novice” has allu-
sion to a plant newly set. Dr. Doddridge renders
the word ‘¢ one newly converted.” Of the time
requisite for the plant to take root and flourish,
for the youmg convert to acquire a competent
acquaintauce with evangclical doctrines and
duties, ).roficiency in the divine life is so different
in difterent individuals, you, brethren, observing
the characters, will be best abie to judge. The
conversations of aged saints contribute much to
the information of the young. Apollos was an
cloquent man and mighty in the scriptures, but
Priscilla and Aquila taught him the way of the
Lord mrore perfectly. . '
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3. An aptness o teceh is requisite. Tt consists™
1o 2 readiness to conunnnicate ‘ the good treasures
of tae licirt’ to others. * The well spring of
wisdoan iz a floving brook.”  Mauny of the ser-
vants of the Lord are * Glled with the knowledge

of his will in ail wisdom ~nd spiritual under-
standing 3* but they cam ing to light the
intclliges:ce they enjoy. ; arc shut up as
with a wall, and cannot come forth, MNow the
qualification we speak of is like a passage through
the wallg it is called “ a door of utterance to
speals the ystery of Christ.” ¢ ‘V.c wege
willing,” says the Apcstle, * to have imparted
uato you, uat the gospel of God ovly, but our
~own souls also, beczuse ye were dear unto us.”
It includes an ardent love for the svuls of men,
holy diligence, a fulness of ideas, a vigorous
memory, and a flowing elccution.

4. There must be a divine call. No man must
take to hims1f the honour, unless calied of God
as was Aaron. Iow can they preach except
they be sent? Christ displays his sovereignty n
calling to clice whomscever he pleases. His
call is dcliverced net by visiting angels: it is not
heard frcmy thé flame of a bush, or from the
lightning and clouds of a trembling niountain;
ior is it an 2udible address from our Lord Jesus
Christ. T'o be so called in this last sense was
onc of the signs of an Apostle, bat is not to be
applied to the vocation of m:inisters now. It is
the still voice of God in the soul, saying, ¢ Occupy
till I conie.”™  The subject fcels a necessity laid
upon him :—a dispensation of the gospel com-
mi:ted unto him.  The souls of mica appear of
greater value than he had before conceived,—
alrcady he begins to travel in birth. He thirsts to
be engaged in the work, as a hart for the water-
brock. He would rather be a preacher of Christ
thau mas er f all the mines in the world.  This
gecret fire begins in the end to break forth. In
his countenance, in his converse, in his prayer,
in his exhoriations, his excrcises discover them-
selves. At length they engage the attention of
the Church of GOD.

The churches of ¢ld were accustomed to watch
the openings of the ministerial character, and as
if desirous of cncouraging the candidate and of
imating thcir cwn atiention to the utmest, the
saving appears to have prevailed among them,
¢ 1f a mun desire the oliice of abishop, hedesireth
a geod thing.” It was by a public act of the
chuarch at jeruselem that Matthias was chesen
to the ministry frem which Judas by transgres-
ston full, and frem the best testimony that we
can chiain from LEcclesiastical History, such ap-
pears to have been the way in which thc clection

-

of ministers teoliplace in the churches, until as-
iring prelates arregated to themselves a privi-
};gc which belonged to the faithful at large.

The process a church, in the fear of GOD,
observes in the call of a member to the ministry
being stated so fully in the discipline of our
churches, it is wmecessary to enlarge on-it in
the present letter. =

Besides these leading and essential qualifica-
ticns, there are several that are contridutory to
the improvementcf the minister of GOD. These
may be referred to two objects, the furniture of
the mind and the affections of the heart. We
acknowledge with gratinde and joy that cvery
able minister of the New Testament is made
such of God and not of men, We acknowledge
that it has been comvmon for God n all ages, to
execute his purposes by instruments which shenld
secure honour to his great Name. He vuised up
Gideon from the thrashing-foor, and David froin
the sheepfeld. The wealthy and the learncd
were not called to be the Aposiles of our Lord,
but fishermen, publicans, and tent-makers. Many
among the most useful of the ministers of Christ
in the present day, have received instruction only
at the Master’s feet. The celebrated Dr. Samuel
Johnson, notwithstanding his ardour for classic
learning, confesses, that ** compared with the
¢ conversion of sinners, eloquence and erudition
¢ are less than nothing.” The ablest preacher is
but an earthen vesscl, and the feeblest bears
heavenly treasure. We are sensible that an osten-
tation of learning may be food for a weuk or
aspiring mind; nevertheless, as knowledge ct’
almost every kind may be useful to a gospel
minister, s in the Bible we have only a transla-
tion behind the veil of which many a beauty is
concealed, as we have no reason to expect that
extraordinary assistance which the Apostles en-
joyed, and as education places a minister of the
gospel on equal ground with a learned adversary,
to seek an acquaintance with language, history,
and other similarstudies, where it can be accom-
plished, -is praise-worthy.

An increase in 2ll the gracious affections of
the heart wcll becemes a minister of Christ. To
none with more propricty than to him may it be
#aid, ¢ Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out
of it are the issues of life.”

How beauteous do the feet of that minister
appear who approachics his flock clothed with
humility ! If he must be greatest, hie will acquire
the elevation by becomiug the servant of glt!
Hows charming the voice that retuins not cvil
for evil nor railing for rziling, buat contrariwise,
blessing ! Being defamed, suid Paul, we intreat,



being reviled, we bless, being persecuted, we
sufter it. How surpassing the herces of the
world isthat man of GOD seen, who, brandishing
the armour of righteousness on the right hand
and on the left, prefers bondsandimprisonments,
and derision and death, rather than the work of
his GOD should be done deceitfully! How
valnable that prudence which never forgets, that
« to every thing there is a seasor, and a time to
every purpose under the sun!” Of the Messiah,
the Father said, * My Servant shall deal pru.
dently, and shaill be extolled very high.” How
amiable that sympathy, which, forgetful of its
subject, enters the circles of fricndship or the
chamibers of sickness, and looking round, rejoices
with them that rejoice, and weeps with them
that ween' and O, how lovely that ev.ngelical
picty, wi.. when all is done, falls at the feet
of Jesus, a:.. ~ompts the cry, ¢ God be merciful
to me a sinner!”

The original Bunyan has in a few touches
admirably drawn the picture of a faithfu! preacher.

“The Interpreter introduces his Christian into a

-

yoom, where he saw the picture of a very grave
person hang up against the wall, and this was

the fashion of it:
“ It had eyvs lifted up to heaven, the best of
¢ bhooks in his hand, the law of truth was written

A
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¢ upon its lips, the world was behind his back,
*¢ it stood as if it pleaded with men, anda crown
¢ of gold did hang over its head.”

Contemplating the qualifications of a minister
of the gospel, you must perceive that their
nature is important and solemn. Dear brethren,
pray for your ministers, O when it is well with
you pray, pray for them. Did you perceive half
the toils, or half the afflictions which fill the
hands and press down the hearts of your minis-
ters, you would, and we hope youdo, remember
them always in your prayers. Let your prayers
alsc ascend that more labourers may be thrust
inio the great harvest field.

Our intercourse with each other in association
has been pleasant, and the tidings from the
churches generally encouraging. Permit us to
exhort you to abound more and more in the
work of the LORD, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the LORD.

We remain, beloved Brethren, your servants
for Cunist’s sake.

Signed in bebalf and by order of the whole,

WILLIAM STAUGHTON, Moderator.
WILLIAM \VHITE, Cleré.

THE CENTURY SERMON,

DELIVERED BY

REV. S.‘AILYEL yOJVES, -Do -Dn

‘At the opening of

the Association, may be had of T. Dopson, Book-
seller, Second Street, Philadelphia,
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Proposals are in circulation for publishing an original Work, entitled,

THE AAERAOF MISSIONS,

By W. STAUGHTON, D.D.
Pustor of ¢ 5¢ First Baptist Crurch, Pb:/a:!c.’P.ﬁi:z‘.
THE WORK WILL GONTAILY,
I. A concise view of thz motives which have given rise to missionary exartions, derived from the

system of evangelical truth, from thz fuliiling of prophesics, and from the concurrence of
providences.,

n. A display of the prasent state of the world, in the light in which the christian missionary sur-

veys it.—~Drawn fromn the most authentic sources, a statement will be given of the nuntbers,
the crrors, the crimes and the miserics of the Jews, the Mahometaas, the Heathen Nations, &e.
1L A history of the efforts which have been made and are now in operation for the enlargement
of the visible emnpire of the Son of Gop, including a detail of the succcesses and discourage-
ments which missionaries of different christian persuasions have experienced, and interspersed
with various aifecting and interesting anecdotes. -
IV. Ieflectinas on the whale, intended to cherish the missionary spirit which has begun to pervade
the Christian World, by exhibiting the duty and honour of becoming ¢ fellow-workers with
Gou"” for the salvation of perishing millions.
Tbis Work will be printe! in a large octavo volume, at tiwo Dullars to subscribers —Subscriptions
are received by the duthor, the Baptist Ministers, and the principal Booksellers in the Urited Stases.
Thoce <. ho bold Subscriptions are requested to forvard them, as curly as conveiiest, to the Author, or to
S. C. Uitict, Postmraster, Burlingten, N. F.

It is also proposed shortly to publish a new Work, entitled,

CHRISTIAN BAPTISM ;

Exhibiting various proofs that the Immersiox or Berievers in WaTkr is the ONLY
BAPTISM instituted by Jesus Curis, to be continued in the Christian Church, and
that the Aspersiox oF INFanTsis an UNSCRIPTURAL INNOVATION, &c.

By Rev. Wy WHITE,
Eustor of the Second Baptist Church, Philadelphia.

Those who have Proposals fe r this Work, arc desired to transmit them as early as may be to the
A zthor, or to 8. C. Ustick, as above.

Booth’s Reign of Grace.

S. C. UsTick is preparing Propofals for publithing a Fourth American Edition of this
valuable Book, which will fhortly be diftributed.—T'he Work being well known and highly
eiteemed, a gencrous Subfcription is confidently cxpected. '

S. C. U. has for fale the Baptift Confeflion of Faith, the New Difcipline, and Catcchifm.
He has juft publithed a fmall work, entitled, * SONGS IN THE NIGHT.” To be
had alfo of Mefirs. T Timings, G. Muftin and J. Sifty, Philadelphia.

FRINTED BY S.C.USTICK, BURLINGION.



