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MINUTES

OF THE

' sz/aa’eéb/jw Bapz‘zsé‘ Ass:acz(,'zz‘w,“'z*9

HELD, BY APPOINT\IENT IN PHILADELPHIA,

October 3d, 4th, and 5th, 1809,

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3d, 1509.

AT o’clock, P. M. Brother WILLTAM ROGERS delivered the Introductory
bermon. from Psa!m ciii. X, 2. % Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless
his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all bis benefits.”

2. After Sermon, business was opened with prayer by Brother T. B. MONTANYE,
when Brother WILLIAM ROGERS was chosen Modcrator, and Brother WILLIAM

STAUGHTON, Clerk.
3. Letters from forty Churches were read.

N. B. Ministers names are in CAPITALS. Licensed Preachers are in lalics.

_ marked with an ®, were not present.
intelligence., A Dash

Ministers and Messengers.

SAMUEL JONES, :
Sumuel Porritt, Charles Bartolett,
David Bateman, Theophilus Harris,
William Magee, Thomas Holme.
BENJAMIN BENNET,

Churches.

Lower bub]in,

Middletown, Jacob Conover. - - - .
HENRY SMALLEY
Cohansey, {W illiam Steclling, 1saac Sheppard,
~ {Isaac Stethams. - - <« - . .
Great Vall DAVID JONES, Isaac Abrams,
reat ValleY» 1 David Phillips. David George. -
Cape May, JENKIN DAVID., - . . .

C€JOHN BOGGS Nathan Stout,
David Stout, John Warts,
C Richard Stout, Abraham Stout. -

Hopewell 15t
ChurCh,

Carried over,

Those
From Churches marked thus, we rccexved no
denotes no settled Minister, ‘
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Clurch:s. Ministers and Messengers.

Brought forward,
. William Griffith,
Brandywine, Robert M'Coy, Charles Moore. -
SILAS HOUGH, Joseph Lunn, -

Montgomery, William Johnson, Thomas Davis.

Kingwood, — Jonathan Robinson,

Hiohts Town PETER WILSON, ~
o ? ] Abraham Johnson - [Restored, 2.

[WILLIAM STAUGHTON,

WILLIAM ROGERS,

Thomas Billinzs, Fames Patterson,

Philadelphia, George Ingels, Joseph Keen,

1st Church, { Hugh Gourley, George W. Smith,

John Bradley, William Britton,

Levi Garret, Benjamin Thaw,

 John M:Leod, sen. - - .
THOMAS B. MONTANYE,

“ Southanipton, {]ohn She!mire, James Dungan,
Gceorge Shelmire. - - - - -

+ Koowlton, - & e - .

‘Edward Matthew,

Benjamin Matthew, Joshua Riale. -

{jOSEPH SHEPPARD,

Ncw Britain *,

Salem, Joseph Lloyd, Sylvanus Sheppard,

John P. Cooper. - -« - - .

Dividing Crcck

. Bengamin Hedger *, "Thomas Swain,
New Mills, {Lemucl Howell, Ab:l Watkinson. -
James Clayton, -
John Coombs,

Upper Frcehold

Pitisgrove, John Delap. - - [Restored, 1.
+ Manahawkin,

Vincent, - = —— DANIEL J. SWINNEY.
Tuckahoe, Elias Smith, Enos Veal.

JOSEPH MATTHIAS,
Hill Town, Philip Miller, Isaac Morris,
Abel Matthias. - - - . - .

Jacobs Town, BURGISS ALLISON,

William Snowden, - - - -
Marcus Hook, Joseph \Valkcr.
* Restored, 1. Carried over,

ISAACCARLILL ¥,
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Churches. Ministers and Dlessengers. A 3 %3 5 9 | &
| ‘ 8 lgxlaz| 418 |8
Brought forward, {160 ' 50 | 84 1 17 | 37 |2978
THOMAS FLEESON, :
Roxbury, {]ohn Levering, William Dehaven,
Charles Levering. - - . . - ! S S — | 5/
West Creck THOMAS BROOKS, Wm. Price,
est Lrecks John Tice, Joseph Pricket, [Rest. 1. | 14 | 1 1 —] 72
Shemokin, ohn Woolverton. -| 3| 1| § — | 87
JAMES M<LAUGHLIN,
Amwell, {\’Villiir‘n Merrill, William Godly, .
: “Thomas Stout. = « « - - = 2 | =] — 8¢
Burlington, 1 George Allen, Thomas Littlewood. | == ' =] 2 88
. LIOUM'HOHY’_ William Rogers, Edward Thomas, |— | —| 1 77
1+ Dover, Y.C. P. e el e 22
[\VILLIAM \VHITE®*,
. . ohn Hewion, Samuel B. Harris,
Pi‘gagmf;: p; .I7saac Johnson, John Collard,
’ l\\'illiam M‘Gee, Cornclius Trimnul,
Jacob Keen, Thomas Goldsmith. 31| 8| 6 2635
Hopewell, 2d '
Church, {]ames Hill, Levi Knowles. - - 1| 1| — 57
| Amos Penegar, .
Blockley, {George Lentner, Wm. Sheldrake, ,
Frederick Helmbold, . . - - 1| 1| — 3&
Squan, . Wwum. BISHOP *, Samuel Havens, | — | e | — 45
ALEXANDER M‘GOWAN,
Evesham, {Joscph Evans, George Sparks, :
Wilson M‘Gowan, - - - . -« 3| 2| 2 83
Trenton snd . § WM. BOSWELL, Benjamin Coles,
Lamberton, ] Amos Reader, Isaac R. Krewson. - | § | 3 | =— 62
~ o Thomas Gilbert
Fraokford, Richard Evans, Isaac Read - . 2 —] 2 31
Merion HORATIO G. JONES, | :
’ Peter Gilchrist, Samuel Davis, - 4| =] = 22
3d Ch]urct; John M:Leod, jun. Richard Vanblunk,(
) Samuc! Qakford, - - - < ¢ o ]e=| mu} o 3t
1st African, John Harris,
Philadelphia. ] Edward Simmons, Samuel Johnson. ;| — [ — ! — .12
Total, '227 68 105 | 27 43 4110

Adjournea till 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning.—Brother S§. Jones concluded by prayer.-

. [Sermop this evening by brother Runyan, from John iv. 42. at the first Church.]




4

 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4th; 9 O'CLOCK, A. M.

Met agreeably to Adjournment.

Brother Flecson prayed. .

4. Application was made by the third Baptist Church of Philadelphia, and also. by the
first African Baptist Church of the same city, for admission into our body, which was
cheerfully pranted. ; . . ]

5. Ministering and other brethren present, in good standing with their respective Churches,

were invited to a seat with us. .

" 6. Received communications from the following Associations. From the Delaware, &
letter and minutes, by their messenger, DANIEL DODGE; from Warwick, a letter and
minutes ; from Redstone, minutes; from the Neuse Association, N. Carolina, a few copies
of tkeir minutes ; from New-York, minutes and corresponding letter, by their messengers,
REUNE RUNYAN, ARCHIBALD MACLAY, and ROBERT F. RAN.
DOLPH : from Chemung, minutes by their messcnger, THOMAS SMILEY ; from
Charleston, minutes and letter by their messenger, Mr. William Inglesby, mentioning the
existence of six Associations in the state of South-Carolina, ¢ in which, taken together
are more than 10,000 communicants ;* from Baltimore, a copy of their minutes, and a
request of future correspondence with us. They were represented by the brethren JOHN
HEALY, and JOHN WELSH. - _

7. The following brethren werc appointed to write to the corresponding Associations s
Brother Montayne, to Charleston ; Allison, to New-York ; H. G. Jones, to Declaware ;
Hough, to Warren ; Dodge, to Stonington ; Sheppard, to Redstone ; Healy, to Warwick ;
Matthias, to Baltimore ; Billings, to Chemung; Swinney, to Miami ; Bennet, to Neuse.

8. Brethren Smallcy and M¢Laughlin, were appointed to examine the letters and minutes
of the several corresponding Associations, and report to this body whatever may require our
notice. : A

9. The Philadelphia Baptist Association, having seen brother Allison’s proposals for
compiling and publishing the history of their body, for the last hundred years, highly ap-
prove of the design as a work promising usefulness to the Churches.

10. The Circular Letter, drawn up by our brother Pcckworth, was read, and our
brethren lMonm)me and Allison, in conjunction with the author, appointed a committee for
its revisal.

t1. The continuing of the quarterly Prayer Meeting among the Churches is requested ;
observing that instcad of the first Tuesday in October, the Churches assemble on the
‘Thursday preceding. ’ _

' 12. Encouraging information was given relative to the brethren who are officiating as
Missionarics. “I'he Churches are again requested to make collections, or raise subscriptions,
in support of the domestic Missions. ,

3. Messcugers were appointed to the several corresponding Associations: To the New-
York, brethren Sheppard, D. Jones and Matthias; to the Warren, brethren Rogers and
Sheppard ; to the Delaware, brethren H. G. Jones, Smalley and Sheppaid ; to the Balti-
more, brother Archibald Maclay. :



~ 14, The following supplies werz appointed to the destitute Churches ¢ viz.

s T

FOR MARCUS-HOOK.,

Drother Fleeson, the 4th Lord’s day in Qctober 3 brother Allison, 1st Lord’s diay n
January ; brother Porntt, 2d »in March, and brother D Joncs, the 3cd 3 brother S. Jones,
1st Lord’sday in May ; brother Rogers, Ist Lord’s day in June; brother Dodge, 2d Lord’s
day in July ; brother Peckworth, ist Lord’s dayin Aupust, and 1stin September.

DIVIDING CREEX.

Brother Porvitt, 2d Lord’s day in December ; brother Brooks, 2d in June, and 2d ic
August ; brother Smalley, 4th in September.

MOUNT-HOLLY,

Brother Patterson, 1st Lord’s day in November, and brother BDogas, the 2d 3 brother
Hewson, tst in January ; brother ‘Vilson. 2d in February ; brother Hewson, 1st in
March ; brother Patterson, 1st in April ; brother Flewson, 1st in May, and brother Ragers,
the 2d ; brother Hewson, 1stis June; brother Patterson, 1stin July, brother Perritt, the
3d ; brother White, the 2d in August ; brother Patterson, the 1st in Sentember. ’

FRAINKFORD,

Brother Billings, thz 1st Lord’s day in every month, and brother Patterson, the 4th
brother Bartolet, the 2d in October, brother Rogers the 3d ; brother Hewson, the 2d in
November 3 brother Boswell, the gth in December; brother Hewson, the 2d in January,
brother Montanve the 3d, brothe- Patterson the 4th ; brother Matthias, the 2d in Febru-
ary ; brother Hewson, the 2d in March, brother Peckworth, the 3d; brother Hewson,
the 2d in April, broth-r Rogers, the 3d, brother Bartolet, the sth; brother M¢Laughlin, .
the 2d in May, brother Montanye, the ;d ; brother Hewson, the 2d in June, brother
Rogers, the 3d ; brother Samuel Jones, the 2d in July, brother Rogers, the 3d, brother
Hewson, the gth; brother Hewson, the 2d in August, brother Peckworth, the 3d ;
brother Hewson, the 2d in September, brother Peckworth, the 3d, brother Flecson, the sth.

-

DOVER.

Brother Hough,  the 3d Lord’s day in Novemaber 3 brother Bateman, the 4th in No-
vember ; brother Sheppard, “the 4thin January, brother Welsh, the 5th j brother H. G.
Jones, the 2d in May ; brother Matthias, the 1stin Scpiember.

FIRST AFLICAN OF PHILADELPIIA.

Lrother Hewson, the 1st Lord’s day in November ; brother Sheppard, the 1st in De-
camber ; brother Bartolet, the 1stin January; brother Montanye, the.sst in Maich.:

UPPEP.FREEIOLD.

Broher Randolph, the 3d Lord’s 11y in November ; brother D. Jones, the 2d in May
brouise MeSozoghling the 2d in July. -

%]
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LOWER PROVIDENCE.

Drother . Jores, the sth Xord’s day in October ;3 brother H. G. Jones, the 2d in
Neventer, brother S. Jones the 4th ; brother H, G. Jones, the 2d in April; brother
HMewsen, pthiin Apil and June.

" GOSHEN,

Brother Aliizon, the 3d Lord’s day in October, brother H. G. Jores, the §th; brother
Swiancy, the 2d in April, brother Boswell, the gth; brother Porrt, the st in May,
hrother Peckworth, the 3d : brother Swinney, the 2d in June, brother Peckworth, the 3d.

Rrother Healy prayed.  Adjourncd to 3 o’clock, P. M.

3 o’clock, P. M.—Met purscant to Adjournment.

Brother Welsh prayed.

15. Brother Muthias is appointed to write the Circular Letter next year,

16. Brother Hough is appointed to preach the Introductory Sermon, and in casc of
failure, brother David Jores.

17. This Associztion, is appointed 'to meet the first Tucsday of October 1810, in the
first Baptist meeting house Philadelphia. 2t 3 o’clock P. M. “nd in case of any wmalignant
disease mn the city. at Trenton and Lambeiton.

18. The committce relative to the books of the Association, having reported its pregress
in the business, are requested still to proce.d and make a fell report next Associasion,
T'he churches are apain pressed to forward the books in their possession to brother Siaugh-
ton, who will defiuy the expence of their corvevance to Philadeiphia.

19 Collected nmionecy for the printing of the Minutes.

Adjourned tu 11 o’clock to-moirow morning.  Brother Dodge prayed.

[Sermons this evening by brother Maclay, first Church, Isxiah Iv. 10. 12, By brother
Bopgs. sccond Church, Ephes. i 6 Au the third Church, by Lrother Healy, Heb. xiii. 7.
First African Church, brother Welsh, Heb. ii. 3.] '

L = ]

THURSDAY, OCTOLER 5th, 11 O'CLCK, A.M.

: Met agreeably to adjournment.
Brother Wilson prayed.
20. Letters to the diffcrent Corresponding Associations were read and adopted.

21 Our brethren Hough and Sheppard, having waited on Mr. W. W Wcodward, st
the request of the Association, to enquire the progress he had made, and the prospects
which appear to open, relative to the publication of Dr. Gill’s Expouition ; report, that he
has met with’ encouragement to proceed in the work, -and that he has engaged types for the
purpose. ‘T’he Association recommend the utmost efforts among our chusches and brethren
towards the support of the work by enlarging the subscription.

Adjourncd to 2 o’clock.  Drother H, G, Jores prayed.
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3 oclock, P. M.—Met pursuant to xdjournment.

Brother Peckworth prayed.

22. The Association have been informed that our brother Bradley has published a new
edition »f Rippon’s Hvmns, with an appendix, The publication is with pleasure recoma
mernded 1o the churches, and may be had at No. 38, Maiket-street, Philadelphia.

23. ‘i'he Circular Letter was by the committee produced and adopted.

4. The comnmittee appointed to examine the Letters and Minutes, reported, that there
was nothing requiring attention, excepting the following paragraph from the Charleston
Association Minutes, which this Association wishes inserted in their Minutes :

¢« The Associstion consider it their duty to warn the Churches to beware of a certain
¢ \WVilliam M‘Carty, who calls himself a Baptist minister and a physician ; but has proved
¢ himself to be a yery immoral and base man.”

25. 1t was resolved, that our brother Smalley be requested to write to our brother Rur.-
yan of Piscataway, to solicit his enquiring if there are any books belonging to this Associa-
tion in possetsion of the Churches which were formerly connccted with this body ; and if
50, to forward them &s carly as in his power to our brother Staughton, the librarian,
~ 26. This Association has heard with pleasure, that our brother Dencdizt of Pawtucket,
Rhode-1sland, purposes peiforming a tour through the United States, for obtaining, with a-
view to publish information rclative to the general history and numbers of the Baptist de-
nomination through the union; they cannot but wish him great success in the undertaking.

27 Our brother Ustick is appointed to print the Minutes and Letter, and our brethren
Staughton, Rcegers and Peckworth, to supcrintend the distribution of them among the

Churches.

[ Scrmons this evening, at the first Church, by our brother Wiiliams from Savannah ; =t

the second Church. by our brother M:Laughlin ; the third Church,
and at the first African Chuich, by our brother Wilson. ]

by our brother Dodg

Broher Rogers concluded by an affectionzte address and prayer.

-

| ——— ]

(CIRCULAR LETTER.) -

THE MINISTERS AND

MESSENGERS OF THE PHILADELPHIA BAPTIST

ASSOCIATION, TO THE CHURCUES THEY SEVERALLY REPRESENT, SEND

CHRISTIAN SALUTATION :

BeLovED BRETIHREN,

WITH gratitude we review ihe goodness
of ‘the Lorp in continumg our metropelis the
subject of such good health ; and in favouring
us with another comfortable interview in an
associated capacity.

Custom will lead you to expect an address
from us as a bedy. Itis with pleasure we comply
with your expectation. Our meeting at this tine

as been very large, solemin and interesting.

Our desire is,-to address you on some subject
that may be profitable,

The names and titles ascribed to our divine
Redcemer in the sacred pages, are strong and
nuincrous. Amongthem there is none more sig-
nificant than the term HEaDp, in which he stands
related to the church as hLis body. The church,
which is the body of Christ, was the subject of
onr last annual cpistle. It may not be amiss to
address you in this on the church’s HeADp, as
the bedy is not complete without a Iead, our
adorable Jesus being thus stiled in Coloss. i. 18.
* He is the HEA 0 of the bedy the church:” and
as the term ans: emphatically applivs to hin i
cvery sease i zan be coutemnplatd,



. -

_Firse. Christmay be considered the Head of
ihie church, as he possesses supreme dignity,‘
kouwnur, and glory. Who, among the sons of
1en, can be comparsd to the Redeemer?  The
dignity and plory of popes, priests, Kings and
eniperors, as heads of socicties or Kingdoms,
wanish in obscurity, like a dim candie before the
mieridian splendour of the sun, when compared
with the zlory of our divine Immanucl. Although
it is true, that for the salvation of his people he
condescended to a state of ignominy and sufier-
inrs, in which his great love for his sinking
church was particularly manifest ; and in which
statc of sufterings he became actually the con.
queror of their greatest foes; yet, contemplate
the native possessions, and original glory of the
Son of Cod, *all riches are his native right :"
they are called in Romans ix. 23. ¢ The riches
of his glory ;3 he possessed them before he
entered into a tabarnacle of clay, as in 2 Cor.
viii. 9. ¢ Forye know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that- though he was rich, vet for your
sakes he became poor; that ye through his pov.
erty might be rich.” Our blessed Lord did not,
by this amazing condescension in entering our
world for the deliverance of his people, forfeit
his claim to the mansions of glory; for he prays
#m John xvii. 24. ¢ Father 1 will that they also
whom thou hast given me be with me where 1
ams; that they may behold my glory.” He calls
itpdis glory ; and in the 5th verse he says, « With
‘the glory whichI had with thee before the world
was 3" and in Romans ix. S, heis said to be,
& Over all, God blessed forever.” The proph.
ets, inspired by the Holy Spirit, all referred to
him, John i. 45. The father henoured and ac-
knowledged him; saying in Mare. xvii. 5§ - This
is my beloved Sen in whom I am well pleased ;
hear ye him.”” He was worshipped by angelsat
his birth, Lukeii. 13. Angels attended him at

tticular times, Luke xxii. 43. The godhead
shone glorious through his tife 3 by his resurrec-
tion . his disciples had evidence of his supreme
power ; and on account of the infinite, undivi-
dcd and independent glories of his person, and
because of his infinitely important mediatorial
character and work, he deserves the pre-emi-
nence inour esteemand in our praises ; and from
the redeemed family, aud from angels, he will
veceive the highest ascriptions of praise in the
boundlcss ages of ctemity, Rev.v. 9,

Secodly.  Christ may be consideved as the
Head of the church, aspossessing supreme power
and autherity.  No man or body f 1nen have a
right to ordain any thingthat relates to the gov-
ernment of the church; neither have they any
right to 2lter avy of thzordinazces or commands

wash )

*

of Christ,  So doing is impeaching his wisdom,
and attempting to lessen his authority ; and alf
who undertake so to accommodate the ordinan.
ces of Christ as to suit the views of carnal n.en

are usurrenrss While such who profess f‘uirh._
in the Redecmer, submit their better judgiments
to any thing which is called a command, thar
cannot besupported by the divine word, thev do
in fact acknowledge some other head  And it
is much to be lamented that so many professors
of relizion, as well as peaple .f the world, wish
to shiun the cross, by giving way tocarnal reason,
and the pride of their own hearts. 1t ought to
be the christian’s glory unreservedly to bow in
subjection to Christ alone, and take his word as
the mian of their counsel, and the rule of their
conduct. That will teach us in Mact. xxiii 10.
‘e are tocall no man waster,” but Christ; He
it is who possesses the right of government in
the church § to regulate all its concerns by an
authority which ¢ Gave him to be Hecad over
all thingsto the church, whichishisbody,” Ejphe-
sians i. 22. 23. and it is he who can promote her
security and welfare.

Tkirdly. Christ stands inrciationto his Church,
as the head literally stands connected with the
body and its members. This is fully ser forth
in Ephes, iv. 15. 16. where the apostle says, we
¢ Grow up into him in all things, which is the.
Head, even Christ: Fron whom the whole’
body fitly joined togethier, and compacted by

that which every join: supplieth according to the

effectual working in the micasure of every pars,
maketh increase of thebody unto the edifying of:
itself inlove:” and in 1 Cor. xii. 12.33. &c. “For
as the body is one, and hath many members,-
and all the members of that one body, being
many, are one body: so also is Christ,” &c..
This intimate union that subsists between Christ
and his people, leads us to consider that covenant .
engagement which Christ entered into on their |
behalf from eternity. ‘Then there was a cove-
nant union between them, like that which subsists |
between the surety and the person for whom he
stands bound : Christ stood bound for hispeople:
by a voluntary act, and what he did and sufiered -
was accepted in their behalf, that they mighe,
enjoy the benefits therecf, Under this idea, we!
hear, inthe cxth Psalm 3d. verse, the people for:
whom Christ had become a substitute, bc}orc hei
had actually fuliilied the engagements of the!
covenant, called bis people, while as yet they:
were an unwilling people ¢ and in Mazt. i. 21

the end of his coming was to “save his people *

from their sins.”  They were his people, thoughi
in their sins.  But pursuing thisidea, weremiark,’
that & vital union takes place baiween them ial

- —— e ——— e o et el e e ¢ mm— =
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due time; as between the head and members of
s living body. Christ himself effects this union,
by the communications of his Spirit. Hereby he
vitally unites himself to his people ; and the Spirit
communicated, quickensthose who before ¢ were
dead in trespasses and sins,” Ephes. it. 1. and
produces faith and love in their souls, whereby
they are made willing in the day of kis power;
not that violence is offered to any of their wills,
but they are brought to a discovery of their own
helplessness—the need they stand in of a Saviour
~—the beauties there are in holiness—the glory of
character there is in our divine Redeemer—to sce
what he has done for them, and that withouthim
they must perish everlastingly, They cleave unto
him, and believe on him, and thas the union be.
comes mutual. They are emphatically stiled his
body in Ephes. i. 23. and are properly one with
Christ. Thisunion can never bedissolved, neither
by earth nor hell; for our glorious Head declares
in John xi. 26. ¢ whosocver fiveth und believeth
in me shall never die :” again in John x. 28. «1
give unto them eternzl life and they shall never
perish:™ so that the life by which they are quick-
ened can never be destroyed, for it is eternal in
its nature, and must issue in everlasting glory.

Fourtbly. Under this figure, we may conttem.-

late Christ as the source of influence : he kas
infinite stores of grace to supply the wams of all
the members of his body, and as the branch
united to the vine draws all its sap and nourish-
‘ment thence, so every christian derives all his
strength, comfort, and support from him of
whom it issaid in Coloss. i. 19. ¢ It hath pleased
thiz Father that in him should all fullness dwell.”
This being an infinite fulness, is adequate to the
wants of all his needy members: however con-
stant, various, and extensive their necessities may
be, this source can never be exhausted nor di-
minished : ¢ For in him dwelleth all the fulness
of the god-head bodily,” Coloss. ii. 9. What
great consolation and encouragement does this
idea afford under a view of our own emptiness,
andinsufficiency. Well might Petersay, inwhich
" he appeared to speak the language of all the
apostles, and indeed of every christiansince their
time, “‘To whom shall we go, thou hast the
words of eternal life,” John vi. 63. As our
adorable Redeemer possessesthis infinite fulness,
he communicates or imparts from it to every in-
-dividual meinber of his mystical body, as expres-
sed in John i. 16, ¢« Of his fulness have all we
received and grace for grace.”

Similar to the communication of influence from
the natural head to all the members vitally nnited
with it, it is by virtue of this communication
that believers grow and are active in the divine

¥

“things :
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life, Ephes. v. 15,16, All the children of Ged
are sensible that the influence which has melted
their hearts into godly sorrow, by which they
have had contrition of soul on account of sin,
and have been bLrought to hate sin and love holi.
ress, has come from Christ. Indeed all that
divine influence christians experience, by which
the growth and exercise of faith are enjoyed, by
which they are strengthened for duty, and sup-
ported under trials, by which their love, hope,"
joy, and every christian grace within them are
{:ept alive, &c. from the first communication
of spiritual Jife to its completion in glory, all
flow from Christ their Head. Hence, we ought
to fecl the necessity of living dependently on kim
alone, and this every moment, for fresh supplies
of his gracious -influence, and giving him the
praise of all we receive.

Fifidly. This figure expresses the similarity
of nature, that subsists between Christ and his
pecple. If the Head and body were of two dif-
ferent natures, the union would constitute 2a
strange being, out of the common order cf
Therefore, that Christ might beconie 2
suitable Head to his people,-he condescended to
assume our nature and tobecome incarnate: “ He
took not on him the nature of angels 3 but he
took on him the seed of Abraham,” Heb. ii. 16.
But therc was something more to be done, in
order to constitute aunion; for man had sodeeply
revolted from Geod, in becoming the subject of
sin and servant of satan, that had God’s love
only beendisplayed in the gift of his Son, and in
the condescension of Jesus to enter our world and.
to die for sinners, in order that a door might be
opened (as some are pleased to say) for all man- -
kind to be saved if they would butdo their parts,
we may with boldu~ss aflirm, none of Adamsg
race would then have ever been saved, and a
dissimilarity of nature must have existed forever.’
God would have continued to be as he always
will, holiness underived, unmingled and without
variation ; while man would have continued a
variable, unholy, and sinful creature forever,
without supernatural aid; forsince the fall, there
has not one been produced who possessed innate
principles tending to holiness :  * For the carnal
mind is enmity against God, itis not subject to
the law of God, neither indeedcanbe,” Romans
viii. 7. But in order that his people might be-
come suitable members of his body, he ispleased -
to renew their natures, and bring them into con-
formity to his own image, as was divinely deter-
mined, and expressed in Romans viii. 29. “For
whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate
to be conformed totheimage of his Son.” Hence,
Jesus stamps his own celestial seal on them,

. -
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Ephes. i, 13, and ¢ Wisdom is justified of all
her children,” Luke vii. 35. Our glorious Head
has hereby proved himsclf to be stronger t!.l:m
the streng nan armed by dispossess_mg h:‘m.
despoiling him of his armour, and in taking
possession of their hearts,” Luke xi. 22, The
stony heart is taken awcy, and an heart of flesh
is given, which is susceptible of divine impres-
sions ; these who bore the image of the earthly,
now bear the image of the heavenly: ¢ This peo-
ple have I formed for myself, they shall show
forth my praise,” saysour divine .mmanuel, Isa,
xliii. 21, Though the saints of God are not de-
livercd from all sin below, and are not made per-
fect here, yet they have holy desires, and heav-
enlyinclinations given them by their great Lord ¢
¢} that hath wrought us for the self samc
thing is God, who also hath given unto us the
earncst of the Spirit,” 2 Cor. v. 5 Hence the
the work is carried on, and shall be perfected
above. ¢ The Lord will give grace and glory ;
no good thing will he withold from them that

walk uprightly,” Psalm lxxxiv. 11. From which’

we infer, that upright walking is the consequence
of grace in the heart; this is what we understand
by conformity to the image of the Redeemer ;
and no person has any reason to conclude that
he is 2 member of Christ’s body, except he be
conformed in a degree to him. The marks,
whercby we may draw the conclusion that we
arc of the body of Christ, are plainly laid down
in the divine word, and * the way-faring men
though fools shall not err therein,” Isaiah xxxv. 8,
Sixtbly. If Christ be the Head of the church,
and belicvers the members, if a vital union has
taken place between them and the members of
his body have been made partakers of the divine
nature, agreeably to 2 Peter, i. 4. there must
exist a mutuzl concern for each other, as in
Ephes. v. 29, 32. ¢ For no man ever yct hated
his own body, but nourisheth and cherisheth it,
even as the Lord the church: For we are mem-
bers of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones;
and says the apostle, verse 32: ¢ This is a great
mystery : but I speak concerning Christ and the
church.” Froin which we learn there is 2 mu-
tual sympathy between Christ and his church,
similar to that which is between the head and
members of the natural body. It is a mark of
a child of God, to have an affectionate concern
- for the intercst of the Redecimer § believers can-
not endure that his cause should be hurt, either
by themsclves, or others. If in this imperfect
state, through the power of tempreation, the al.
Jurements o? the world, or any other cause, an
of the children of God should be drawn uldty!
from dwty, sud be influ-nccd to act contrary to

.

their profession, they feel bitterness of gonl in

the pursuit of vanity ; and, as is always the case

when christians forsake the Lord, darkness will

cover their minds, and they losc the relish of

spiritual things  Prayer, praise, reading the

scriptures, attending on the means of grace,

with every christian duty, which were once -

iightful employments, become a task; a .

is sometin:es the case, there is aseeking for hi.-

piness among transitory enjoyments; but there

1s no substantial happiness to be realized ; there

the believer finds he has committed these two

evils, recorded in Jeremiah ii. 15, The first is

forsaking the Lord, the fountain of living waters;

and the second, a2 hewing out cisterns of their

own, which are broken, and will not hold one

drop of the waters of true consolation. Under
these exercises, they are ready to cry out with

Job, xxix. 2. ¢ Oh that I were as in months past,”

&c It is impossible, in these departures from
the Lord, to enjoy peace of mind, A renewed
soul cannot take that pleasure in sin he once did,

because there is a principle of grace implanted

within, which leads himn to hate it, These back-
slidings are sources of the greatest grief, to such

as arc awakened to a sense of their aberration

from God. To think they have offcuided that

gracious Lord who has done so mnuch for them,

and that they have by their conduct wounded his
blessed cause, makes them abhor themselves,

Believers will ever feel asense of such departores

resting on their minds., But when the ungodly
speak light of Jesus and attempt to injure his
cause; it is then that the affectionate concern of
believers is manifest ; they boldly submit to re-
proach or persecution, to support the interest of
their blessed Master ; no suitering they can en-

dure, can possibly alienate their afiections from

him ; the language of their hearts and lips is,

“ Whom have we in heaven but thee, and there

is none upon earth we desire besides thee,” Psahin,
Ixxiii. 25. '

Christ has an infinitely greater affectionate
concern for his members, than they can possibly
have for himn. He has manifested it in number-
less instances. He has “loved us with an cver-
lasting love,” Jeremniah xxxi. 3. He has volune
teered in our behalf; he left the heaveniy glory,
and came down to onr world, that we might
be raised from earth to heaven. ¢ He who knew
no sin, was made sin for us, that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him," 2 Cor.
v. 21. He has made himself known to us; he
has drawn us to himself by cords of love ; his
Ee?le are justified by his nghteousness, pardoned

y his blood, sanctified by his spirit § and in John
Xvii, 24, he has declared it his will, that they
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shall reign with him in glory, and his will can
never be frustrated neither by mien nor devils §
for our Lord has declared in Matt, xxviii. 18,
“All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth.” Then we may say with the apostle in
Romans viii. 31. ¢ If God be for us, who can be
against us ?””  Indecd, that affectionate concern
which exists between Christ and his people, is
such that they long to be together in heaven, as
in John xiv. 2. 3. where our Lord says, he has
gone to prepare @ place for them, and has pro-
mised to come again and take them to himself,
that wheré he is, there they may be also; and
in Phil, i. 23, the apostle expresseth a desire to
depart and to be with Christ, which is far better.
Then, and not till then, will their happiness be
complete when they enter into the joy of their
Lord.
Seventbly.
church, as it respects the centre of union. Be-
lievers have alldrank into the same spirit, 1 Cor.
xii. 13. and the “ unity of the spirit” which the
apostle in hisepistle to the Ephes. iv. 3. exhorts
to be maintained, consisteth in a sameness of
exercises, which are not amongst the least of the
evidences of our holy religion. We are hereby
taught to hatc sin, to forsake sin, to rise and
bear the image of our blessed master. And that
principle of spiritual life which is breathed into
the soul by the holy ghost in regeneration, makes
us know that we are heirs of the same blessed
inheritance, spoken of in 1 Peter i. 4. children
of the same family, possessing the same desires,
subject to the same fears, feeling the same in-
firmities, soldiers of the same glorious cross,
fighting under the same conquering Captain, and
against the same spiritual enemies. Our prayers
centre at the same throne of grace, we make
use of the same plea for acceptance before God,
even the BLoop and RIGHTEOUSNESS of a pre-
cious repEeEMEk. We draw from the same
fulness the same rich consolations, and are all

Again, Christ is the Head of the "

oo
“,

~

tending to the same blessed kingdom, where our
exalted wea D has gone before to take possession
in behalf of his body the church; and, adopting
the language of the poet we may say,

With him we rise,

With him we reign,

And empires gain BN
Beyond the skies.

Lastly. This relative character supposes the
certainty there is of all the rpembers of Christ’s
body being brought into union with himself, as
our blessed Lord has said in John vi. 37, ¢ All
that the Father giveth me shall come to me,”
and as good Mr. Busvax has said, * When
chall come takesthem in hand, they shall come.”
Asthe Head is not comiplete without the body,
soif but one of the members is missing at last,
the body will not be complete. On this account
the church is called in Ephes. i. 22 23. the ful-
ness of Christ. This eflectually secures the con-
version of all for whom Christ died, who are
not yet converted ; and also, the certain preser- -
vation and glorification of all those who are con-
verted.  Christ has been gradually bringing his
people into a state of vital union with himself
ever since the fall, still carrying on bis blessed
work. Everyannual Association gives informa-
tion, that the Redcemer’s kingdom is advancing;
that new trophics of victorious grace as mem-
bers of the body, are broughtto its increase : but
never will the body of Christ be complete till the
last elect soul becomes united to him. Then
will the church appear complete, * As a bride
adorned for her husband,” Rev. xxi. 2. And
in his adorable righteousness shine forever and
ever. AMEN.

Signed in behalf of the Association,

WILLIAM ROGERS, Moderator.
WILLIAM STAUGHTON, Clerk.
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By the Church at Salem -

FUND.

- Dolls, 7 35
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FOR THE MISSION FUND.,

By the 15t Church Philadelphia - - Dolls, 74 24
By the Church at Salem - . - B ET
By the Church at Roxborough - - . 22
By the Church at Hights>-Town - . - 5

By the Church at Southampton . . - 10 72
By the Church at Hill-Town « e o 6 5¢
By the Church at Cohansey . . . 10
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BRINTED sy STEPHEN C. USTICK, BURLINGTON.



