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w7 OF THE SEVERAL )

BA’PTIST CHURGHES

MEETING AT

PennyPACK, KingwooD, KNowLTON,
MIDDLETOWN, SouTHAMP?PTON, NEWTOWN,
PiscaTAaway, PHiraprredra, Urprer-FREEHOLD,
COHANSEY, Scors-Prarxs, Mount-Beruzst,
Hoprwerr, Morgris-TownN, FPrrrs-Greve,

Being met in ASSOCIATION at HorewerLy, iIn
MNew-JERsEY, Offober 13th and 14th, 1778 ; |

To the ffid CHURCHE'S fend GREETING.

DeaArR BrRETHREN,
O U muft be fenfible that we live in a day of very ge-
neral calamity and diftrefs; a day of lukewarthnefs
and hardnefs of heart; a day of great corruptlon, both as to
doctrine and manners: We therefore earneftly befeech you
in the bowels of compafiion and chriftian love, that you
confider the rod and him that has appointed it; that you
humble yourfelves under the mighty hand of God; that vou
rcmmember from whence you have fallen, and repent, and do
your firft works ; and that you hold fait that form of found
words that was once delivered to the faints. Do not give up
or flight any of the glorious doétrines of the gofpel; they
are
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are all excellent, and worthy of your higheft regard.” Tt is
with real concern we perceive that real religion 1s fo much on
the decline; and therefore we beg you would take care, that
you do not reft in mere notions. Notional religion may car-
ry a perfon far in a chriftian profefiion; but experimental
knowledge of Chrift can only bring us to heaven.  We know
it will bc in vain to plead ‘¢ we have eat and drank in thy

refence,” and altogether as vain it will be to plead, ¢ we
Eave aflented to the doctrines of the gofpel” unlefs we feel
their fanctifying influence on our hearts.

Profeflors of religion are too ready to join with the men
of the world, in the ufelefs, vaip and finful cuftoms of it;
and it is tq be fcared that the hopours, pleafures, and efpe-
cially the profits of the world, are too eagerly purfued by
many amopglt us, who name the name of Chrift. Holy
Brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, abltain from
this flethly luft, which warreth againit the foul. Remember
that we are not to love the world, nor the things of the
world. We are ftrangers and pilgrims on earth, and there~
fore we thould fet our affe&ions, not on things below, but
on things above., The woman cloathed with the fun, had
the moon under her fect. Had we a proper eftimation of

heavenly things, we fhould not be o fond of earthly enjoy-
ments.

Confider, dear Brethren, whofe you are, and whom you
ought to ferve. You profefs to be the people of the Lord ;
you have declared your attachment to Jefus Chrift : Confider
then the great High Prieft of your pl‘OfbﬂlOIl, who was holy,
harmlefs, undefiled, and feparate from finners; who went
about continually doing good.  So tread in his fteps, and imi-

tate
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tate his exanple, that vou may be abie to fay to others,
¢ be ye followers of us, as we are alfo of Chrift.”

Moreover, Brethren, we exhort you to pay a due regard
to the public worfhip of God, and carefully attend the
means of grace. The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more
than all the dweilings of Jacob. Forfake not therefore the
affembling of yowurfelves together. Wait on the Lord, and
he fhall ftrengthen your hearts. Shall the Lord rain manna
round about our tents, and we not go out to gather it ? Shall
we ftarve our fouls by {uch crucl negligence ?

Remember; dear Brethren, that attendancé on the worthip
of God, in all the branches of it, in the fan&uary, in the
family, and in the clofet, is neeeflary to a growth in grace,
and a delightful intercouric with God. And whether in the
Church, in the family, or in the world, let it be your care
to honour the gofpel: Many profeflors give themfelves too
much liberty, and walk not fo eircumfpect as they ought.
By this means the gofpel is fometimes reproaclied, the doc-
triné of grace, and the good ways of God brought into con-
tempt. If we were to adern our profeflion with a holy life,
the truths of our holy religion would be had in greater
efteern.  For nothing makes religion appear fo amiable in the
eyes of the world, or fets the gofpel in fo refpettable a point
of view, as a holy life in thofe that profefs it. A chriftian
fhould remember that he has always fomething to do. The
duty incumbent on him is very exteénfive. Be defirous there-
fore to know the extent of your duty, and when you know
be careful to put it in practice. Then fhall we not be atham-
ed, when we have refpect to all his commandments, and in

kceping of them there is great reward.
: | We
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We would likewife entreat you as Brethren'-to dwell toge-
ther in unity. Stifle the firft rifings of animofity. Be atham-
ed of being contentious. Let the difciples of the Prince of
peace feek after and follow the things that make for peace,
And while we exhort you to thefe neceflary duties, we can
not but put you in mind, that all muft be done in the name
and ftrength of Chri#  Without him we can do nothing,
In ourfelves we cannct uifcharge one duty, refift one tempta-
tion, or {u” i. «ne corruption. Let all therefore be dong
in the name, and with a dependance on the grace of Chrift,

Motives to excite and ftir you up to thefe things are at
hand. Let us in tais view rennnd you of the free love of
God, by which ye were chofen to falvation through fan&ifi-
cation of the {pirit and belief of the truth. Remember the
Jove of Chrift, who redeemed you by his blood, and the
great things the {pirit of God has done for your fouls, in the
application of -that precious blood to purge your confcioufnefs
from dead works. And may you not only think on thefe
things, but by the grace of God feel the power of them
on your hearts continually,

And now, dear Brethren, what fhall we fay more to you.
Our hearts are enlarged. We feek not yours but you.
Above all things we defire your {piritual welfare. For this
we meet together, for this we pray, for this we preach, for
this we give our advice, and wifth we eould do more. Dearly
beloved, follow that which is good, forfake that which is
evil, be fteadfaft, unmeoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord. Amen. |

BENJAMIN MILLER, Moderator.
SAMUEL JonEs, Clerk,
M I-



M I N UTE s

ASSOCIATTION.

Oé&tober 15, 1778.

I. HE AssocraTIoN being met at 3 o’clock accord-
ing to appointment, it was opened with a fuitable

dlfcoutfc, from. Mat. xxii. 4. by brother ABEL MoORGAN.

2. Aftdr fervice, proceeded to make choice of a Moderatog
and Clerk : To the former appointed BENjAMIN MILLER,
and to the latter SAMUEL JoNEs, and then adjourned to

nine o’clock next morning.

O&dober 14th, g o clock.

3. After prayer proceeded to read the letters fro m the
churches.

4. The Aflociation, deeply imprefled with a fenfe of the
calamities of the times, the prevalence of vice and profanity,
and the declenfion of vital piety ;

Refolved, 'To recommend to the Churches to obfcrve four
days the enfuing year, of humiliation, falhr‘g and prayer, and
abﬁmence from labour and recreations ; viz. the 2d T hur{day

in November, February, May and Auguft; and they entreat
the
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the fame may be religioufly obferved in a folemn and devout
manner.

5. Mr. GEorGE WEscoTT requefting to be releafed from
being Treafurer to the Affociation, agreed thxi Sam . i
JonEs render the thanks of the Aflociation te i "« s 7o
for his paft fervices, be appointed te that vt iu s nead,
receive the money in faid WEscoTT’¢ hands, .nd put the.
fame in the Continental fund.

6. A motion being made for raifing a fund, the intereft of
which to be appropriated to the particular and exprefs pur~
pofe of preaching the gofpel in deftitute places, among the
back fettlements, at the difcretion of the Affociation ; agreed
to recommend the {fame to the Churches, and that the intereft
of whatever may be raifed for that purpofe, fhall be ftrittly
appropriated to that ufe only.

. Brother Joun BLAckwELL appointed to write a let-
ter to the Aflociation in Virginia: The meflengers, brother
- TrnoMmaAs FLEEsoN, and brother JouN PrTTMAN.

8. Brother BENjaMIN CoLE appointed to write a letter
to the Aflociation in Rhode-Ifland government: The mef-
fengers, brotiier EBENEZER WARD, and brother ELkANAK
HorLMEs. : |

g. The circular letter was read, and approved of.
10. Brother SAMUEL JonEs appointed to write the cir-

cular letter for next year, The {ubje®, Dsvine Providence.
11. The

S o
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11. The Affociation to meet next year at Philadelphia,
on Tuefday after the fecond Werd’ SM in O&ober, at threc

o'clock, P. M.

12. Brother BENJaMIN CoLE to preach the Aflociation
fermon, and in cafe of failure, brother NicHoras Cox.

PHILADELP HIA:
B
P;inted by HALL and SELLERS,




