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PHILADELPHIA, Offober 23, 1781, R

T three o’clock, P. M. the Affociation was opened with a fuitable. xlif- e
courfe from 2 Cor. xi. 22------28 By Brothcr Joau BLAG!W!LI,.

;.,,;' ‘“‘f‘% '
N. B The minifters games markq& wl&
Churches deft:tutc of a%ettled mnm&cx’u

. @WM

Yifhes déndtc

Churches. Minifte~:s. ::f;' ';‘I“ ;:;gif/‘ *ADead) 1;4;;"‘
Pennepeck. Samuel Jones, 2l 2| 0 fo : 58
Middletown. Abel Morgan, 1 o] o o' ol of o3
Cohanfey. * Robert Kelfay, 25| 1| o o o 3 81
Great Valley. Thomas Jones, ol o] oo of I 38
Cape May. David Smith, 13| o o o,‘ o] of 38
Hopewell. Oliver Hart, ola| o 2 1 3| 213
Brandiwine, ~ Abel Griffiths, 6| ol o o o] o 19
Kingwood. David Sutton, 1| 1] o tl o] 4 69
Southampton. William Van Horne, 1| o] o ol 1] 2| §6
Philadelphia. cceeeane mmemneeneeee | 3] 0] 0 of ol o 86
Cranberry. Peter Willfon, 3| o o o o o 37
Knowlton. . memede cdmmeea- o] o o: o ‘oi o 16
New Britain. Jofhua Jones, 2l 0| 0 0 6] o, 30
Salem. | cemmeas mmiee 18] o] o o o, 1| 34
Newtown. Nicholas Cox, 2 o} xt o) lj o' 68
Dividing Creck. Peter P. Van Horne, 37} o, 1, 2‘, ol 2/ 06y
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Chrche.  Miniers. M D o m
New Mills. David Loofborrow, of 0|l o o] o 0| §6
Conoloway. *Jofeph Powell, 4 o o] ol o] 0| 42
Upper Freehold,  emecmenn ccmmmes 2l 1 0/ 1o o 66
Mount Bethel. Abner Sutton, oo o 30 1| 22
Pittfgrove. Wiiliam Worth, 34| o/ 0| o/ o] 4| 7o
Tuckahoe. coumcmron cmmeam- 11/ o/ 8] o, 0f 0| 34
Stamford. = erecommen cmccan- 16| 3| of 4! 2| § 39
Amenia Precindt.  Elkand Holmes, o, o;0 o o]l o| 335
London Traét. Thomas Fleefon, ol o' o] o o o| 28
Cow Magih. S - o ol 6| o of 0| 23

2 Total. (179] 8. 2l13 sl24 1435

The threc la& mentioned churches being lately conftituted, were, at their
requeft, received into fellowhip.
. %.* A3 no letters came to. hand from Psfcatawa, Welfb-Tralty, Montgomery,
Scatcb Plains, and faversl other churches belonging to this Affociation, we are
thable to give any juft account ‘of their prefent number of members; a fatif-
fa&tion we hope to enjoy another feafon.

3. A letter and minutes from the #arren Aflociation, which met at South
Brimfield in September laft, were read, Their meflengers to us were Prefident
MANNING, and Brother WirLrL1aM RoGERs.

WEDNESDAY, Offober 24.
Met purfuant to adjournment at nine o’clock, A. M,

4. A fpecial report in writing, relative to the aflociation-library, was pre-
fented by Brother WiLL1aM Van HorNE---Ordered, that this be left among
our papers.---Our Brethren SAMUEL JoNEs and JosHUA JonEs, with the
Librarian, are requefted to examine all the books, diftinguifh, by fome mark,
thofe appertaining to the library, take into confideration the cxpcdxcncy of
repairing the bindings, and make their report at our next annual meeting.

5. O thren Samuel Jones, Oliver Hart, Abel Morgan and Fames Man-
ning, were appointed a committee to take into confideration the propofals and
queries offered by Pennepack, Hopewell and Philadelphia churches, and report
thercon in the afternoon,

6. The
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6. The church of Stamford having excommunicated Robert Morris, their
late Preacher, for grofs immoralities, and departure from the faith as held by
us, we think proper to notify the churches, that they may beware of him.

=. Brother Blackw:/! was requefted to draw up an advertifement informing
the public, that Davip BrRansoN, who impofes on them under the charadter
of a Baptift Preacher, isan excommunicated perfon, and ought not by any means
to be countenanced.----The advertifement being broughtin, was read; and,
after fome amendment, approved of----Ordered to be inferted in one of the
Phlladelphna news-papers.

/ P. M. Half after two o’clock.

8 The committee appointed to confider the propofals and queries from
Pennepack, Hopewell and Philadelphia churches, refpefting the dodrine of
““ univerfal reftoration,” and the proceedings of the Philadelphia church on
that affair, do report:

1. That the proceedings of the protefters in that buﬁncfs, were regular
and fair.

2. That the declaration of the minifters who were called to thmr affiftance,
refpeting the proteficrs, was weighty, full and decifive.

3. That although the non-figners are already virtually cxcludcd, yet, in .
order to their more formal excommunication, the Philadelphia church be
advifed to appoint at their meeting of bufinefs, two of their regular male
members to go with the proteff to the non-protefiers, one by one, in order to
their figning it, and warn them, that in cafe they refufe to fign, they fhould
openly and formally by name be excommunicated.

Samuel Fones, Abel Morgan,

Oliver Hart, ]ame: Manning,
Refolved uNnaNiMousLy, That the above report of the committee is

approved; and that this aflociation advife AL% the churches to beware of
ELHANAN WINCHESTER, and not admit HrM, or any who advocate

“ univerfal falvation,” to the office of public teaching, or fuffer any, who
avow the fame, to continue in their communion.

9. Brother Oliver Hart was appointed to write a letter, in order to be for-
warded to the next Warren affociation; and our Brethren 4bel Grifith, William
Rogers, Elkanah Holmes and Nicholas Cox, were chofen meflengers.

10. Brother
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10. Brother William Rogers was requefted to write to the next Virginia

affociation; and our Brethren Thomas Fleefon and Philip Hughes were appointed
meflengers.,

THURsDAY, Ofcber 25, 1%81.
Met at fun-rife.

11. The general letter to the churches, drawn by Brother Samuel Fones,
being read, was approved of; and Brather Oliver Hart was nominated to write
one for next year. Subje€t----CHRIST THE MEDIATOR.

12. The {upplies granted for deftitute churches, are as follow:
Brother David Sutton, 2d Lord’s day in November.
Brother Nicholas Cox, 4th ditto in Jamuary.
Brother Abner Sutton, 3d ditto in May and Auguft.
Brother Benjamin Coles, 4th ditto in May.
{ Brother David Smith, 3d Lord’s day in November, ditto in May.
Tuckahoe. § Brother William Worth, 1fi ditto in March.
Brother Peter P. Van Horne, §th ditto in each month.
Cow Marth. { Brother David Loofbarrow, 2d Lord’s day in December.
Brother Abel Griffith, sth ditto in December, and 4th in April.
Brother B. Coles, 4th Lord’s day in Nov. Dec. and February.
Upper- YBrother Loofborrow, 1ft ditto in April.
Frechold. JBrother Abner Sutton, 3d ditto in April.
Brother Jothua Jones, 3d ditto in May.

Knowlton.

13. Voted, that the next Aflociation be held at Philadelphia, to begin on
Tucfday after the third Lord’s day in Oétober, at three o’clock, P. M. Intro-
duétory fcrmon by Brother Nicholas Cox; in cafe of failure, by Brother Abe!
Morgan.

14. And now, dear Brethren, having come to a clofe of our annual meet-
ing, before we addrefs you by our circular letter, we feel ourfelves conftraised
to acknowledge the great goodnefs of God towards us, and to call on you to
join with us in thankfulnefs and praifc, as well for the unanimity and bro-
therly love which prevailed throughout our meeting, as for the recent, fignal
fuccefs granted to the American arms, in the furrender of the whole Britith
army under the command of Lord Cornwallis, with the effufion of fo little
blood.

THE
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Tue GENERAL LETTER.

The ELDERS and MESSENGERS of the feveral CHURCHES met in Aflociation,
at Philadelphia, O¢tober 23, 1781:

To the feveral CHURCHLES in Union with this AssoCIATION:

SEND GREETING.

Dearly Beloved in the Lord!

N the conneftion of divine truth, and progrefs of our order, we eome to

write to you in the next place, of what, in our Confeflion of Faith, chap.
7th, is call :d God’s Covenant; by which is meant, The tranfaions of God,
with and towards man, refpeéting his duty and happinefs: more efpecially, the
exertions of infinite wifdom and mercy, in the contrivance and eftablithment of
the fcheme of redemption, for the recovery aad falvation of loft man, through
a precious and blefled Mediator.

Pafling over the prohibition to Adam, refpelting the forbidden fruit, which
is commonly called the covenant of works, his being the public head and repre-
fentative of his pofterity, as he certainly was, Rom. v. 12---We come to the
intimation made to him immediately after the fall, refpe&ting the feed of the
woman, that it fhould bruife the ferpent’s head; upon which is founded the
notion of the covenant of grace made with Adam, which was notlhi'ng elfe
than a bare difcovery, revelation and manifeftation of the eternal counfel of
God, refpeting man’s recovery, carrying in it a promife of cternal life. No
ftipulations and re-ftipulations, no conditions whatever; nothing more nor lefs
to be performed on Adam’s part; nothing but a glorious manifeftation, as
was faid before, of the rich grace and mercy of God in Chrift: And the far-
ther difcovery of this rich grace, that was made to the patriarchs Abraham,
Ifaac and Jacob, was exadtly of the fame tenor; a promife, that in their feed
all the nations of the earth fhould be blefled: Gen. 2, 3, 26, 4, 28, i14.
Not a word of a covenant, or any conditions. Hence in the new Teftament,
where reference is had thereunto, the fame language is conftantly ufed. As
for inftance; For the promife ig unto you and your Children_, Adts ii. 3.
Of this man’s feced has God, according to his promife, A&s xii}. 2 3. For
the hope of the promife made of God unto our fathers, Aéts xxvi. 6. Heirs
according to the promife, Gal. iii. 21, 22, 29. The promnife of eternal in-
heritance, Heb. ix. 19. To perform the mercy promifed, Lukei. 72. And
this is the promife that he has promifed us, even eternal life, 1 John ii. 2 0.
For all the promiivs of God in him, are not yea and nay, if you will and if

n~’
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noty in the ftrain of a covenaut, but yea and Amen, 2 Cor. i. 20. In like
manncr we read of gifts: If thou kneweft the gift of God, John iv. 10. Free
gift, Rom. v. 15--.18. Unfpeakable gift, 2 Cor. ix. 15, Gave gifts unto
men, Eph. iv. 8. Hence alfo the adminiftrations of grace are called the old
and new Teftament, becaufe a teftament contains free gifts and legacies made
over, and infured to the heirs. It is true we read in If. lix. 21. As for me,
this is my covenant with them. And in Jer. xxxi. 31---34. I will make a new
covenant with the houfe of Ifrael, after thofe days, faith the Lord; fpeaking
of the gofpel day. With refpeét to which we obferve: Firft, That in thefe
places you fce nothing that looks like a covenant. Secondly, That the word
covenant in the old Teftament, fometimes means a ftatute, ordinance, efta-
blilhment, appointment and decree: as in Jer. xxxiii. 2. Gen. ix. ¢---1II.
Numb. xviii. 19. Thirdly, That the ufe of the word covenant might
be move confonant with that legal difpenfation, than that of a teftament.
Fourthly and laftly, That it might feem odd to fpeak of a teftament, while the
teftator was yet living, as the Apoftle hints, Heb, ix. 15, 16. But when our
Saviour was about to lay down his life, and confidered himfclf as already dead,
he lays afide the ufe of the word covenant, and takes up the more proper word
tuﬂamcnt, faying, This is the new teftamenet in my blood, Matt. xxvi. 28. and
ever afterward, the word teftament was conftantly ufed, when reference is had
to the difpenfations of grace, as you may fec in the margin of your bibles. And
befides, when we confider the nature of a covenant, we clearly fee there could
be no poffible room for fuch a thing ever to exift between God and man, refpect-
ing fpiritual things. For the idea of a covenant neceflarily includes thefe things
tollowing: 1. Mutual wants in the parties covenanting. 2. Mutual beuefits
enjoyed by them. 3. Power in each party to peform the conditions of the
covenant. 4. Each party is brought under obligations to the other, Ly the
performance of thofe conditions. . Merit on both fides. 6. And laftly,
Neither party ought to be under prior obligations to the other, refpeéting the
conditions of the coverant; of which particulars not one can be admitted in
the prefent cafe.

As for the Abrahamick covenant, as fome call it, it only refpeted temporal
things, and the externals of religion, though it had the promife of the Meffiah
tacked to it, and was therefore called the covenant of promife, Eph.ii. 12. It

was with regard to feleting Abraham and his defcendants from the other nations
of the earth to a national church ftate, and the enjoyment of the land of Ca-
naan, the pcaceable and quiet pofleflion of which they were to enjoy, upon
condition of their obferving the external rituals of that difpenfation, and being
obedient,
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obedient, which they promifed, and had in their power to do. And this was the cove-
nant, of which they eacived circumcifion, an external mark or token, as a feal to coufirm
it, Gen. xii. 13, 7, 7, 8, 26, 4, 28, 14. Exod. xix. 3---g. xxiv. 3.--8,  Lev. xxvi,
3, 4. Deut. g, i), The word covenant feems to have been introduced into the chri-
ftian fyftem of relizion, becaufe it favoured of a legal ftrain, fo acceptable to thole, who
are fond of terms end conditions to be performed by man: while others, that do not fa-
vour legalifm, ye:. too incautioufly make ufe of the word covenant, in bare compliance
with cuﬁom; thoug i thele are generally careful to inform us, that it means a teltamentavy
covenant, a free, ah{niate, unconditional covenant, which is much the fame thing as to
fay, that it is no cvecant at all,

The fum then in this, That the glorious difpenfations and manifeftations of the rich
grace and mercy o God iu Chrift, contain free, abiinte, and unconditional promifes of
the free, rich, and wamerited gitts of God, conveyed to the heirs as legacies, in a tefla-
mentary way. :

Having thus fhew» you, dear Brethren, that there can be no fuch thing as a covenant
between God and mni, refpeéting fpiritual bleflings and fervice, we come now to confider
what foundation thepe is to ftile the glorious-trnnfa&ions' between the perfons of theever
blefled Trinity, refpréting man’s recovery, a covenant: and here undouwbtedly, there i6
fome appearance of that kind. If ever there was a covenant of grace, thisis it. If ever
there was a covenant of redemption, here you will find it. And, on the part of Chrift, a
covenant of works toa; ferafmuch as the great work of redemption, the fulfilling of the
Jaw of God, in behalf of his people, for whom be vadertook ds their furety, was per-
formed by him, Pf. cxix. 122. If xxxeiii, 14 i

The paffages of Scripture, that fpeak of this glorious tranfadtion as a covenant, are
thefe following: And my covenant fhall #and faft with him, Pf Ixxxix. 28. And give
thee for a covenant of the people, If. xlii. 6, 49, 8. Neither fhall the covenant of my
peace be removed, If. lvi. 4, 6. As for theealfo, by the blood of thy covenant, Zech.
ix. 11. Even the meflenger of the covenant, Mal. iii. 1.-e--- But then, it is fpoken of
under other views, in thefe that follow: According to the eternal purpofe, which he
purpofed in Chrift Jefus our Lord, Eph. iii. 11. Aund the counfel of peace fhall be be-
tween them both, Zech. vi. 13, For I have not fhunned to declare unto you the whole
counfel of God, A&s xx. 27. The immutability of his counfel, Heb, vi. 17. Being
delivered by the determinate counfel and foreknowledge of God, A&s ii. 24.----And be-
fides, Chrift is faid to be fore-ordained to that work, 1 Pet. i. 20. Sent, John x. 36.
To have received a commandment, John x. 18, Was therefore a fervant, If. xlii. 1.
Chearfully obeyed, Pf. x1. 7, 8. And was rewarded, Pf. ii. 8. Phil. ii. g.--From the
whole then we fee, That there was a counfel held in eternity, even from everlafting, re-
fpeéting the recovery of man; that the 1'riune God did then contrive, find out, adjuit
and fettle, {peaking after the manner of men, the whole plan and fcheme of that great and

lorious work; who fhould be faved, by what means, and after what manner: that the
%on of God, the fecond perfon in the Trinity, fhould be & mediator, fhould undertake
for his chofen ones as their furety, and fhould afflume human nature, that he might make
fatisfaétion to divine juftice in their behalf; that all the gifts and graces neceffary for thic
purpofe, fhould be treafured in him, Col.i. 19. That the blefled {pirit fhould co-operate
in manifefting the whole to the world, and applying the fame to the choflcn ones, namely,
by enlightening their darkened underftandings, working in them faith and repentance,

chnngfng
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changing their vile affeftions, converting them from the fervice of fin aid Satan, to
the l%mce of the living God, carrying on the work of grace begun, and keeping. them
by the power of God unto falvation; by every means making them meet for the inhe-
ritance of the faints in light, and finally bringing them to the full poffeffion ofit.-

Thus, dear Brethren, we have briefly laid liforc.you the plan of vur redemption; as
concerted in eternity, and brought into effe in time. You fee the gloricus covenant of
grace, which was well ordered in all things, and fure. You fee the fon oi God appointed
to the mediatorial work, and all grace treafured up in him for that purpofc. You fee him
undertake, go through with it, and the fpirit co-operate toaccomplifh the whole. You
fee the difpenfations of grace to man are free, abfolute and unconditional; the gifts of
God difperfed in a teftamentary way, . frec and firm. Nothing of works, but all o?grace.
Nothing of the will of man, but aii of the will of God; that we might all, and at all times,
cry grace, grace, and whofoever glorieth, might glory in the Lord. .

O blefled and glorious fcheme! What a rich difplay have we here of the wifdoun,
juftice, holinefs, truth, mercy, pity, compaffion, and condefcenfion of God! Sece the
harmony of the divine attributes in this ftupenduous plan, that is every way worthy of a
God! What fhall we render unto him for fucha rich, unmerited grace! Never to the end-
lefs ages of eternity, never fhall we be able to render adequate compenfation. O that ;he
love of God were abundantly fhed abroad in each of our hearts, that we might for ever
admire, with aftonithment admire his rich grace; that we might for ever love, fear,
honour, reverence, and ferve him, with all our hearts pfeignedly.

Now the God of Peace, .that | ‘again fram the dead our Lord Jefus, that great
Shepherd of the fheep, throu gh the blood of the everlafting covenant, mike you perfe&t
in every good work to do his wyll, working in you that which is well pleafing 1n his fight,
through Jefus Chrift, to whom Be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

By Order of the Affociation,
SAMUEL JoNBs, Moderat.-.

THoMAs FLEEsON, Clerk.
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Tult publithed and to be fold by R. AITKEN, Bookfeller, in Market-itreet,
near the Coffee-houfe,
| CONFESSION or FAITH, put forth by the Elders and Brethren of many
Congregations of Chriftians, {baptized upon Profeflion of their Faith) adopted by
the Baptift Afociation of Philadelphia: To which arc added, Two Articles, viz. Of
Impofition of Hunds, and Singing of Pfalma in public Worfhip; alfo, A fhort Trentile
of Church Difcipline ----The Baptift fhorter Catechifm, with Scripture Citations-.---
Addrefs to the Baptift Churches, relative to the Apoftacy of Elbanin "Winchefep-.--
Watts’s Pfalins--Ditto’s Sorgs for Children--The Mourner, or, The AuiiX.l Rclieved--
Jancway's Token for Childeen---Occonomy of Human Lifc, &e. &c.



