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N. B. The churches marked thus ¢, being found in faith, and regular ig prace
tice, were freely received into union with this Aflociation,

WEDNESDAY, Otober 4, Nine o’Clock.
et purfuant to adjournment,

3. Doctor Manning, Prefident of the Univerfity at Providence, Rhode-Ifland,
being prefent, his company and afliftance were defired.

4. The letters and minutes of the Aflociation of Warren, Charleftown, Ketock=
ton and Georgia, containing agrecable accounts, were read. Their numbers are,

Warren 3451
Charleftown 966
Ketockton 935
Georgia 223 ’

§. Unanimoufly agreed, That in future no perfon be permitted to {peak in this
Ailociation more than twice upon the fame fubjett, without fpecial permiffion.

Adjourned till half paft two P. M.
Met purfuant to adjournment,

6. Inafmuch as the difficulty mentioned in our laft year’s minutes, and occafion-
ed by converfation, &c. of Brother David jones, wbich led fome of our Brethren

10

’
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& fuppofe that he denied * our Lord Jefus Chrift to be the objedt of prayer,” kg
aot been fcitled according to the recommendation of laft ycar ; wheréfore
This Aflociation, after having the whole matter again difcuffed, concludes
1. That our Brethren Oliver Hart and William Vanhorne had reafon to under-
ftand Brother Jones according to their refpetive declarations. Nevcrthelefs,
2. Upon Brother Fones’s free acknowledgment of his full belief in the deity
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and that he is the objeét of prayer, this Aflocia-
tion is willing to commuc Brother Fones in fellowthip.

) Adjourned till to-mq;r‘”aw, nine o’clock, A. M.
* Sermon in the evening by Brother Hare, from Ifaiah xxxv. 10,
THURSDAY.
Met purfuant to adjcurnmené.
#. Whereas the confideration of a query from ths Philadelphia charch, relative

to ‘“ the adminiftration of the Lord’s fupper, among any of our Brethren and
$¢ Siffers, however numerous they may be in any one place, durimg the period of ™

~u their remaining unorganized or unconfhtutcd as a diftin&, regular church by

¢ themfelves,” was poftponed to the prefent year. We anfwer,
- 3. 'That the Lord’s fupper ought not to be admxmﬁcrcd to perfons who are mot
members of any church, though baptized. _
2. That this ordinance fhould not be adminiftered to members of churches in &
fcattered fitwation, without the confent of one or more of thofe churchcs 3 but
permiflion being firft obtained, they may procced.

8. The churchcs are defired, within fix months, to tranfmit to the care of Broe
ther Ufick, fuch monies as they are inclined to appropriate to the purpofe of print-
jng the materials of the Hiftory of the Baptifts in the ftate of New-Jerfey, reckonw
ing at the rate of three fbillings per volume.

9  ‘The letter to the Charleflown Affociation, prcpatcd by Brother Fleeforr; that
to thieXKetockton Affociation, by Brother Van Horre: add that 1o the Wartvn Af-
fociation, by Brother Rogers; were read and approved.

Our Brethren Nicholas Cox and Lewis Richards are appointed meflengers to the
Ketockton, and Brother William: Rogers and William Van Horne, to the V'arren
Affociation, 10. The
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10, 'I'ise circntlar letter prepared by Brother Thamas Uftick, was read and approve
ed. Brother Peter P. Van Horne is appointed to write one for the enfuing year. -

»

l 1. Supplies for deftitute places.

Morriftown,

8

Great Valley, g

]

" Brother Nicholas Cox, 3d Lord’s day in Otober.
David Loofborough, §th ditto ditto in ditto.
Abner Sutton, 1ft ditto ditto in November.®
William Van Horne, 3d ditto ditto in ditto.
Reuoe Runyan, 2d ditto ditto in January.

Brother Nicholas Cox, 3d ditto ditto in November.
John Boggs, 4th ditto ditto in ditto.
William Rogers, 1ft ditto ditto in December,

I 2. Voted, That our next Aflociation be held at New-Yor#, on the firft Tuefday
, Introdu®ory fermon to be preached at three o’clock P. M. by
" Brother William Van Horne ; in cafe of failurc, by Brother Fobn Boggs.

;"-;5‘513; Brother Upick is requetted to fuperintend the printing of the mitistes, 2nd

to forward them to the churches.

!

Sermon in the cvening by Brother Lewis Rickards, from Mat, x. 16

(CIRCULAR LETTER)

| T8¢ ELDERS and BRETHREN of 2he feweral BapTisT Churches, convened in Affo-
| ciation, at Philadelphia, Oflobtr 3, 1786.

Send Chrijtian Salutation e the Churches with whom 've are united.

Drarty Brrovep,

@ rity of hearing the moft agreeable tidings from

{ THF. prefent meeting has afforded us -an opportu-

“ tnindful of kis covenant,”
'§ and will be their God, mey fhall be my peo

k

fome of our Churches; which convince us, that
‘“ God is waiting to be gracious” and ‘¢ ever
Jeremiah xaxi. 33. I will put
, and write it in their hearts é
An

y lawin their inward
ple.

1 again 3 Cor. vi. 18, ¢ I will be a father unto you, and
{ ye fhail be my foss and duughters, faith the Loap Ar-

_u;eu'rr.,'" We are daily realizing the accomplifhment
-of thefe divine promifes, It is therefore with peculiar

 pleafare, that we sow addrefs you on the intercfling and

%tgri‘om"fubje& of Adoption. Bee Confeflion of Faith

a ', m
adoption of a_perfon into a family imports, that
previous top:hat trani'a’gion be did not bear the relation of
a cht%\ld :lnﬁthnt %ly; and t.her:‘{gre co&l:i’ bave no :{:em
to the diltinguithing name, dar ti proper »
or {pecial inge“reﬁs g&' the f:ml:;y He mey indeed be an
alien, or an enemy, and yet become an- d fon. Be-
caufe the a®, which conftitutes him « fon in » law fenle,
entirely depends upon the will of the adopter. Spiritual
adoption may be defined, thas fovereign or authoritative aét
of God's grace, by which perfons are tranflated from the
family of fatan into the funily of Ged: Aad being pue
anwng




(6

among the children are juflly entitled to all the priviledges
of a divine and everlafting inheritance. 7
When we confider that it is fhid of God, ¢ that he cal-
*¢ Jeth thofe things which be not as thoujgh they were,” we
fhall readily perceive that the decree cf adoption has its
date in eternity: But the manifeftation or exccution of the
decree in time, at different periods with refped to indivi-,
duals, by the fpirit of adoption; and at the confummation of
time, with refpe@ to the colleétive myfical body of Chrift,
by the refurredion, This diftin&jon is purely {criptural.
"The decree, moving caufe and end are all compichended
in Eph. i., 5. ¢ Having predeftinated us unto the adop-
tion of children by Jufus Chrift to himflf, according to
the good pleafure of hjy will, to the praife of the glory of
his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the belov-
ed.” For as perfons may be eledted to offices, before
they are qualified or invefted with powrer to cxccute the
office; fo in'the family of God peifons are redlly eledted to
the ftate and priviledge of fons from cternity. Hence for
the accomplil%nwnt; of this decre= we read, Gal. iv. 4, 5.
¢ But whea the fulnefs ofthe &b was come, God teat
forth his fon, made of a woman, made under the law. to
rideem them that were uinden the law, that we might re-
. ceive the adoption offons.”  Accordingly in theiriconvsr-
fion they are recognifed by Jehovah as fons and daugh-
ters, {ohn i. I2. ¢ Butas many asreceived him, tothem
gave he power to become the fons of Gad,, even to them
that believe on hisname.” Laftly, the perfe® manifefta-
tion or confummation of this glorions grice is mentioncd,
Rom. viii. 23. ‘ Waiting for the adoption, to wit, the
vedemption of our body.
. Jullification and adeption ‘are law-phriizs. They both
have reference to our former conditicu 3 and are each in
different refpecs expreflive of tie important blellings of
falvation. glo fingle terin could anfwer the end of fully
exprefling the zaiare of our falvation. Different phraies
ehiciore are ufed to help our concepticns of thofe blef-
fings, which are ineffable ; and for the perfec knowledge
of which we muft wait, until their confummation in glory.
' &uﬁiﬁcation is a great blefling ; but adoption is greater.
Juftification is the conftituting or making a perfon righte-
ous in the eye of the /law; delivering him from every
charge of guilt, or obnoxioufnefs to punithment, and fur-
nithing him with an a&ive rightcoufnefs, commenfurate
to its utmoft demdands.” A juftified perfon’ then is no *
Jonger under condemnation ; no longer liable to endure
the curfe .of the law, or the wrath of God. ¢ For we
are juftified freely by his grace, through the redemption
that is in Chrift.” Thus our progenitors whilft innacent
were free from every charge of guilt. Wherefore fimply
to be juftified, wagd be only recovering us from the m-
ins of the apoftacy, and reinftating man in his former
dominion, holirefs and happinefs. .'T’his would be grace.
it would be free, unmerited grace. And admitting it to
be confirmed, would be iné:itely valuable,=~B2f who
does not fee, that the price of our redemption ‘s tog, pre-
cious to be expended i this, way and for no greater end ?
Here then comes in the neceflity of the fuperlative grace
of adoption ; which is neceffary to render owr flate bete

[}

b
o

- bride of Chrift.

)

ter than it was beformmmneceflusy to raife us abewr the
condition of fervants; and to enlarge the expreflions of
the infinite kindr (5 of God towards the eleét ; and efpes
cially neceflary to reward, in an ample and fatisfa&ory
manner, the beloved Son of God for the arduous work
of our redemption. The Fcrfons for whom Chrift died,
were the gbjects of his delight from eternity. He conld
not therctore have been fatisfied, that they fhould be
eternally removed from his prefence. Obferve his o .
declaration, John xvii, 24. ‘¢ Father 1 will, that they 7]
alfo whom thou haft given me be with me where I an
that they may behold my glory.” Since then by juftifs
cation we -¢an look back with joy upon the dangers
fin, death and lell, from which we have efcaped ; fobk
adoption we are permitted to look upwards to a ftatg:-
exalted, permanent, and unalloyed blifs, to which wig
have ‘an 'indefeafible right as the fons of God and

Adoption may be diftinguifhed likewife from regene- ¥
ration. By the former we age brought into the relation § |
of children to God ; and by the /atter we receive the na=]"
ture, likenefs and image of God.: Befides, as we can }
havé no' idea of regeneration in a fubje&, who has not Ji
received the fijial nature ; fo we can have no finithed jdea
of adoption in one, who has net received the filial fpiriz. § .;
There is that temper or fpirit in true believers, which] }
leads them to think and a& agrecably to the holy nature
of God, and correfsmndent to the exalted charader and
dignified relaticn which they fuftain as the children of
God. This principle is not natural to man, but is the { g
fruit of the fpuit of God. Jti- faid of the wicked, '
the fpirit of “ifobedience worketh in their hearts.” ‘Their} o
condition is fervile, The {pirit of bondage exercifestheir|
minds and governs their condu&. On the other hand, | 3
the fons of God are led to aclion by the fpiric of adepe |
tion; who moulds their minds and tempers after a di= §
vine mamner into the image of Chrit. 2 Cor. iii. 38. {
Hence they ar: not impelled by the fears of a flave,
but are drawn by the cords of love. ¢¢ For ge have not
received the fpirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have
received the fpirit of adoption, whereby We cry, Abba,
Father.” Rom. viii. 15. The fpirit of God, as a fpirit
of love and gbedience to the father, engaged the immae
culate Redeemer, in the actions of his ife and fufferings
of death, to fulfil all righteoufuefs. ‘¢ This fpirit God
giveth not unto Aim by meafurc.” Jeyn iii. 34. And
we agreeably to his promife receive the fame holy unce
tion @ our meafure. ‘¢ And becavle ye are fons, God §
hath fenc forth the fpirit of his Son iato your hesrts,” F
crying, Abba, Father.” Gal iv. 6. This fpirit iy in
all the regenerate fons of God. *¢ For as many asafeled §
by the fpirit of God, they are the fons of .God." Rom. #
viii. 14. It is ulfo a fpirit of love. <« For cvery
thut Joveth is bern of God.” 1 Johniv. 9, Thislave |-
appears to be genunine, when its operations are uncone §
fined and univerially extended to all the members of the
family of God. ¢ By this fhall all men knovr that ye
are my difciples, if ye have love one to another.” oZl
xiil. 35,

e

aving this fpirit in meafure, we findl be

a,u;,f




Eﬂe,jﬂ fupport the relations which we fuflain in the
"Reavenly family ; as the fons of God, bictaren of Chrift,
“snd joint-heirs of the fan.e eternal inheritance, with dige
=ity ata d:light, in thiy prefent life: But vshen all the
fons and daughiters ui Jechovah have their adeption con-
fummat:d in a glorious refurrection, they fhall then en-
joy this {pirit in perfection, as one glorious bride adorged
for her hufvand. _

~ When égcrfons are removed from one family to another
‘by this a&t of liberality; it is‘%c;ncrally fuppofed, that they
make a gainful exchange. Without this rof]lsc&, no one
ould confent to this tranflation. And, although the
anfent of the perfon cannut be gbtained, becaufe of nene
k% or fome other impediment ; .yet the author of adoption
%ays concludes, that he confers an obligation. Andin
Jpititnal adoption the fubi~%s are invariably convinced,
that ¢he grace is unfpeakal  rreat. Wherefore they can
abver return to the family of fatan, or heartily efpoufe the
‘ifterefts of fin. For thele realiz§ the truth of that divine
laration X Tim. iv. 8, ¢ God¥nefsis profitable unto all
3. having propife of the life that now is, and of that
hich is to come.”” T .
r‘._ Miny would efteem it .. great privilegc to be tranflatcd

?

n a poor family into one that is rich; but to be faved
this means from impending ruin, from immediate
death, muft inexpreflibly enhance the value of the blefling.
*T'hough fome might be inclined to defpifc the idea of de-
pendance, which a change of family implies; yet we con-
-¢lude, that none would refufe the favour, if dcath muft in-
| evitably follow their refufal. Such was the fituation of
Mofes according to the narration ia chapter 2d of Exodus.
Ris life was moft eminently expofed to deftrution, and
muft have perithed, had not God interpofed by his pro-
vidence for his deliverance. Happy for Mofes! Happy
for the tribe; of Ifracl! that by the difpofal of provi-
ce, he fell into the hands of one whofe heart was
"Reage fufceptifle of the tender feelings of humanity ;
‘and who had it in her power to fpare his life, not-
withftanding the cruel edi of the Egyftian king. The
ion ofg Mofes into the royil family, and the pre-
ion of his life, were cloftly conneed. For by this
fhe not only gave him a new name—Mofes; be-
fays fhe, ¢ I drew him out of the water;"” and
made ample provifion for his fupport and royal educa~
"gon : but fhe alfo zave him his life ; fhe refcued him
' flom a double death : from perifhing in the waterg, and
{ om the fword of barbarous jealoufy.
How exadly parallel. does this hiftory run with the
?rtion of finners into the family of God, who were

iftly expofed to both the firit and fccond death. He, who

y author of all compallion, ftretched out his omnipotent
arm for their deliverance; and with infinite bencevolence
fays of every fubje@ of redemption, ¢ Deliver him from
§ going down tathe pit, [ have found a ranfom’ Job xxxiii,

24. Thus {paring them as his own children, and even de-
Jivering to juftice, in the finners room, his only begotten
"{fon; that he might place them in the condition of children,
' and bring them to the inheritance of everlulling glory.
or God b Joved the world, that he gave hia gnly be-

_of God

gotten fon; that whofoever believeth in him fhould met
perith, but have everlafting life.” John iii. 16, '

. In this glorious grace, God appears as our father and we
as his children, Refpe®ing shis relation we can have no
knowledge, until we are the *¢ Children of God Ly faith in
Chrift Jefus.” Then we are made to {te, ** what is the, fel-
lowthip of the myftery, which from the beginning of the
world hath heen hid in God.” Eph. iii. 9. By this powerful
grace we, who are finners of the Gentiles, are authorifed to
claim all the privileges of the Sons of God; being no longer |
confidered as ﬂnxkgers and foreigners, bur: fellow-citizens
with the fairts and of the houfhold of God; and are built
upon the foundation of the Apoftles apd Prophcis, Jefus
Chrift himfelf being the chicf corner ftoffe,”” Eph. ii, 20, up-
on whom the weight of the building refty, and in whom .
both bodies are united.  1f therefose we ar: Chrift's, then
are we Abraham’s feed and heirs according to the promiie.
Although the author of the Romans remarks, that ¢ To the
Ifraelites pertaineth the adoption;” Yet he quickly fub-
joins, * They which are the children of the flefh, thefe are
not the children of God: But the children of the promife
are counted for the feed,” Surely this priviledge is be-
yond comparifon glorious; that we, who formerty were
not confidered as the Lord’s people, fhould now be called
the children of the livitg God. Not by any alteration of
Jehovah’s plan; but ¢ According to. the eternal prspofe
which he purpofed in Chrift J}efu» our Lord.”” ¥or our
regeneration, knowledge of the gofpel, faith and repens
tange are not only the cffe@s of a prior but of an everlaft-
ing canfe, viz. Thelove of God. “ I have loved thee with
an:evcrla_ﬁing love, therefore with loving kindnefs have I
drawa thee.” Behold and be aftorifhed, brethren, at this
ftupendous grace. ‘¢ Behold what manner of love the Fu-
ther hath beftowed upon us, that we fhould be calied the
fons of God.”. We miferable finners! we prefumptuous
rebels! we profligate prodigals! we the avowed enemics
inefs arc by thisineftimable grace dcnomi-
nated the fons of God. Let the fons of earth boaft in
their line of famous angeftors; ?'n their near alliance to the

- great and renowned; jet the pedigrec of belicvers in Jefus
; g\e_x‘nfpc;\kably moze illuftrioys. Secing ¢l

: are born not
of blood, nor of the will of the flefh, nor of the will of man,
but of God. Belicvers are priviledged with peculiar titles
and diftinguithing names or chara&ers throughout the
volume of infpiration; concerning which we cannot now
treat particularly, but would rather vefer you to that gra-
cious declaration of him that is holy, of him that is true in
Rev. iii. 12. “ Him that overcometh, will I make a pillar
in the temple of my God, and he frall go no more out ¢
and I will write upon him the name of my God, and
the name of the city of my God, which is New Jeru-
faler, which cometh down out of heaven from my God :
and I will write upon him my new name.”

‘The privileges which believers enjoy in the militant
ftate of the church are many. If depreffed with tiials
and infirmitics, they have a compaffionate and almighty
parent to pity and fuccour them. If through the re-
maining power of {in they wantonly tranfgrelt, he car and
will chadiifc than, ¢ Joi whom :};; iword loveth b+ chaf-
tencth,
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teneth; aud fcourgeth every fon whom he teceiveth.”
Heb. xii. 6 Wherefore, < O Lntdl;aor:'e& ?e,imt with
‘judgment ; not in thine anger, thou bring me to
j:om." " Jer. x. 240 Shou'l!dgthe triple hoft of dgrkncfs*;
the world, thie flcth and the devil viclently attack the fouls
of believers, almighty power is engaged for their protec-
tion. Whilt therefore, the ears of our omnipotent and
?ncioun parent are indulgent to our petitions ; and whilft
-4t the {pirit itfelf maketh interceflion for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered;”’ wc may reft affured, that all
things will co-opzrate for the fecurity of vur temporal,
fpiritual, and eternal interefts, _
 The precious fons of Zion, comparable to fine gold,"’ in
the prefent ftate, are generally ¢ efteemed as earthen
itchers, which men dafh in pieces without any regret.”
g‘he world knoweth us not. Tho' perfecuted with a
flood of reproaches and contumely from the moeth ef
the ferpent, the righteous is ftill more excellent than his
neighbour. God delights to honour him, & 's, even
in this world, indulged with the beft company ; regaled
with the moft delicious entertainments 3 invelted with
the higheft honours, and adorned with a robe of righ-
teoninafs, beautiful beyond defcription. They ate honoured
with bis gracious viiits, ** of =vbsm the whole fumily in
heaven :nd carth is named.”” The dear redeemer is
cver wich his church. 'The holy angels minifter to the
faints. And their mutual fociety and couverfavion is
heavenly and fpiritual. ‘They unitedly feaft upon the
emblems of Jefus’ body and blood at the table of the Lord,
where Cod manifefts his love to their fouls, All the
fpecial ordinances of the houfe—wull the privileges of tha
ohurch, nwhich Chrift has purchafed with his blood, are
uppropriated to the ufe of believers. The chriftian’s ine
ventory is wof glorious, and comprchenfive of all fub-
ftantial bleflings.. ¢ For all things are yours, whether
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‘death, or things prefent, or things to conic ; all axg
“and ye are Chrift’ss and Chrift 1s Cod’s.” 1 Cosgl

Paul, or Apol!os, or Cephas, or th:e; W&M, o

* Thus believers are heirs of God, and joint-hesy
Chrift.” A few more revolving feafons will ¢
you, the fuffering heirs of glory, *“ o an inheriggg
corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 8
in heaven for you.* .
The relative duties, incumbent upon us ay
of thi. ‘amily, towards God and cach other, a
and connot now be particularifed. In general,
regard the apoitolic exbortation, Eph. v, 1. ** I§
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therefore, followers of God, as dear children ; and'
in love, as Chrift alfc hath loved us.” Let us conldl
approach the throre of grace with humble confidc§!
and implore divine affiftance, that we may be ab
fupport the profeffion we have made, with that digs,
condud, and holinefs of converfation, which bezon", .
thofe who ave call:d to glory and virtue. ' {
Meditate oftcn, brethren, upon that flate of pers
nent blifs, which you fhall poffefs in.the kingdom
your heavenly Fathcr. Happinefs, which cannot be
ceived by fenfe, nor defcribed by language. See 1 &
1i. 9. Let us realize thereiore the obligations confe~
upon us in this ineffable blefling of adoption ; ana .45
knowledge~forever acknowledge, with unfeigned grati
tude, the riches of his goodnefs. ;
* O goodnefs infinite | goodnefs immenfe!
And love that paffeth knowledge ! Words are vain ;..
Language is loft in wonders fo divine.e
Come then, expreflive filence, mufe his praife.”

Signed by order of Affociation,
SAMUEL JONES, Msderator,
‘THON.AS USTICK, Clrs,
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