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MINUTES

OF THE

PHILADUELPHIA

BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,

HELD AT

PHILADELPHIA,
O&ober 6, 7, & 8, 1795.
e —— R S

TUESDAY, O8oer 6, 1795.

T 3o'cleck, P. M. Rev. Brother PETER WILSON preached the Introductery
Sermon, from 1 Joha tv. 1. ¢ Beloved, belicve not cvery fpirit, but try the fpirits whethe.:

they be of God.
2. After worthip bufinefs was opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Wm. ROGERS.

3. Proceeded to-bufinefs.— Brother THOMAS USTICK was chofen Moderator, and

Brother PETER WILSON, Clerk.

4. Letters were read from twenty-fix Churches.

N. B. Minifters napies in Capicls.  Licenfed Preachers in Jtalics.  Thofe to whofe names
an * is afhixed, were not prefent. From the Churches marked thust, we had no intcl

ligence. Dathes denote no fettled Minilter.
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Churches.

Lower Dibiin
’

Middletown,

Cohanfcy,

Grea: Valley,
Cape May,
Hopewell,
Brandywine,
Montgomery,
Kingwood,

Haight's Towa,

| Philadelphia,

Southampton,

4+ Knowiton,

New Britain,

%THOMAb USTICK, A. M.

Miniflers and Mzffengers.
SAMUELL JONES, D.D.

Benjamin Dungan.
BEN]AMIN BEVNET
George Hunt.
HENRY SMALLEY, A. M.
{ Nathan Shepherd,
David Gilman.
DAVID JONES*, A. M.
JENKIN DAVIDS,
Dauniel Cornog,

Jonathan Philips.

OH"I STANCLIFF.
OI IVER HART#*, A. M.
{JOH\T BLACKWELL,

red Saxton.
JOSHUA VAUGHAN?*,
Thomas Davis,
John Garret, jun.
Thomas Le Telier.
JOSHUA JONES,
Edmund Penrington,
If3ac Johnfon.
David Stout.
PETER WILSON, A. M.
David Rees,
Nehemiah Dye,

John Flock.

WILLIAM ROGERS, D. D.
Ifaac Carlifle,

Benjamin Thaw,

George Ingels,

John M<Leod,

Hugh Gorley,

Thomas Shields.
THOs.-MEMMINGER, A. M.
Arthur Watts,

Ehas Yerkes,

William Watts.

DANIEL VAUGHAN™*.
WILLIAM WHITE,
Edward Matthews.
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Brought forward, | s1f 22' 34| 3| 13 221326
ISAAC SXILLMAN, A. M.
Sale Gamalicl Garrifon,
afem, Abrakam Harris,
Jacob Harris. 21 2 5 |63
DividingCreck, GARNER HUNT. 1 1 2 RN
New Mill Benjamin Hedger,
i Dasid Gakill. 2| 1| 4 2
Konoloway JOSEPH POWELL,*

o Jehn Cook. 30
+Coram, — — — 30
+Upper Frechold, — — — 61
1Pitt’s Grove, — — —]
+Mannahawkin, — — —

Vincent, —_— —_ —_ I 2 23
1 Tuckahoe, - — — 46
London Tra®, THOMAGS FLEIZSON. r 38
Hill JAMES M LAUGHLIN,
tHl-town, Ifaac Morris. 99
+Lower Smithfield, DAVID JANE.* 26
, | BURGISS ALLISON, A. M.
Jacob’s Town, William Snowden. 59
1 Pitt’s Town, —— . {2
Marcus-Hook, ELIPHAZ DAZEY. I I 5 ‘;;
) John Levering,
Rexbury, Michael Conrgad,
Nathan Levering. 2 2 1 15
Penn’s M { ALEXANDER M‘GOWAN,
Penn’s Manor, 3 (v e, Jeffers. g |
(e 27
Sideling Hill, THOMAS RUNYON.* 2 I 1| 49
Weft Creck, PETER GROOM. 1 1 2 1 33
6o 29 56 3 21 34 2295

The bufinefs of the day was clofed with Prayer by the Modcratos.

Adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock,

NCTE. Rev. Morcan Epwarps, formerly Paftor of Philadelphia Church, refigned his

place in the church miitant 1a the year palt.

“ Blefed are the dead <vlo Jie in the Lord.™
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WEDNESDAY, O&ober =.

Met purfuant to adjournment.

6. Bufinefs was opened with prayer by brother Runyon.

=. Received a letter and minutes from the Baltimore Aflociation, newly formed, defiring
to hold a correfpondence with us.  Their letter was prefented by our Brother Charles P.
Polk, and they were received into fellowfhip.

8. Rev. Johr Pitman, from Rhode-Ifland, being prefent, was invited to take 2 feat.

9. Received letters and minutes from the Warwick Affociation for 1593, 1794, and 1793,
by their Meflenger, Rev. Brother Thoinas Montanye—from that of Charlefton, 1794—and
from that of New-York, by Rev. Brother Reune Runyon.

10. Appointed the following Brethren to write to the Correfponding Aflociations :—Tho-
mas Memminger, to write to the Warwick Aflociation ; Reune Runyon, to the Charieftown ;
Thomas Fleefon, to that of Baltimore ; Jofhua Jones, to that of New-York ; Burgifs Allifon,
to that of Warren ; William Folwell, to that of Stonington ; and William White, to that of
Shaftfbury.

11. Read the Circular Letter prepared by Samuel Jones, D. D. Our DBrethren William
Rogers, John Blackwell, and James MLaughlin, were appointed a committce to revife the
fame.

12. Diftributed the minutes received from different »flociations amongft the Churches.

13. The committee appointed laft year to revife the Catechifm, and make fuch alteraticns
as they judged neceflary, brought their amendments forward—Voted to infert thofe alterations
in our minutes for the infpcction of the Churches, and they are defired to manifeft their appio-
bation, or difapprobation, at our next Aflociation.

14. Query irom Cohanfey Church-—Is-it not proper, from the conlideration of abounding
Ecror, Infidelity, Lukewarmnels, and Decay of Vital Piety in the world, and in Profefiors
of Religion, that a Day of Humiliation, Fafting and Prayer, fhould be obferved in our Churches ?
Anfwer—We agree to appoint and recommend Wednefday the 28th day of O&ober, as a Day
of Fafting and Prayer throughout our Churches, for the above mentioned reafons, and on ac-
count of the late calamitous vifitations.

15. Alfo, agreeably to a Query from Philadelphia Church, and.in conformity to the general
concert for Prayer, in which many Churches have engaged,—We appoint and recemmend the
1{t Tuefdays in January, April, July and Ocober, begimning at 2 o’clock, P. M. particularly
to implore a blefling on the Word, and the general Spread of the Gofpel.

16. 2d.Query from the PhiladelphiaChurch—Whether it might not, at this time, (confider-
ing the frequency of Emigrations) be advifeable for this Affociation to infett in their minutes,
a requeft to the tranfatlantic Churches, that they would be particular in their letters of recom-
mendation and difiniffion of members, to fpecify whether they intend merely to recommend, or
to difmifs ; together with the principles and praétice of the Church fo difmfling :—Anfwered in
the athrmative.

17. Query, from New-Mills—Whether a Circular Letter publifhed by an Affociation
Meeting at Brom{grove, in England, on the Education of Children, be republifhed—Appointed
Brethren Ifuac Skilman, Henry Smalley, and Samuel Joncs, to examine the fame, and repert
thereon.

18. Brother Jenkin Davids concluded by Prayer.

Adjourned until 3 o’clock, P. M,




Me tu jucni to cdicu:nren:,

1g. DBrother John Pitman opencd the Service by Prayer.
. In anfwer to Quencs tmm Cape-Mav, and a requcﬂ from Weft-Cieck Churcher—we

rowmn‘end to faid Churches muteaily to call a Courcil. .
21. Committed to Dodor Samud Jones for revifion and amendment, our Syftem of Difci-

pline,—~to be brought forward at the next Affociation.
22. Brother ]a.mes M<Lacahlin cloied by Prayer.
Adjouined urul to-morrow mornig, g o’clock.

LSermon thie evening by Brether Thomss Montanve, frem Colofhans 35 g, IFhon Chriff,
who is cur life, fhall appear, ye aify foali ap )t ar <with bimin glory.] ,

TLORSDAY, Géiober 8.
Met accordirg to adjournment.

23. Brother Peter Wilfon opened the Atisciatior by Prayer.

24. The Letters prepared to the Warwick, Balumore, and Cherleftowna Affociations were
approved. )

. The c mmittce appointed to examine a piece on the Education of Children, recom-

mend its publication ; together with the Balumore Circular Letter, written by the Rev. John
Davis.
26. On application-for afiflance to bhuild a Mecting-houfe in Savannal, Georgia, large
enough to admit fome hundrcd, of Blacks in the galleries, we recommend to the Churches to
make fubfcriptions or coliz@tions for the above purpofes, and to forward the amount to Mr.
Ulttick by the 2oth of Nov. next ; which Mr. Ulhick is requefted to convey by the firft appor-
tunity ; together with a Letter of Condolence to the above mentioned Blacks, and our ardent
wifhes that Providence may interfere in their favor, at lealt fo far, that their mafters may be
moved to zilow them the irec enjoyment of public and private wouthip,

27. Appointed our Brethren Blackwell, Wilfon, Bennet, and M¢Gowan, Meffengers to
the \e\x York Affociation ML:IU"huﬂ, Mcemminger. and Dazev, to Warwick; All-
fon, to Warren ; Peter Groom, to Sh..h.fbury s David Rees, to Charleftov 5 and, Dazcy,
Davis, White, (&nﬂc, and Uftick, to Baltimore.

28. Refolved, that our Brethren Rogers and Ultick, be 2 committee to revife Edward’s
Materials towards a Hittory of the Baptills in the ftate of Delaware.

29. Agrced that the Churchies be advifed to make collections for the Miflwnaries to the
Taft Irdics, and forward the fame to Dr. Rogers.

30. Appointed Brother John Blackwell to write the Circular Letter for next year—Sub-
je®, Chnitian Liberty, and Liberty of Confeience.  Chap. XX

3t. Brother Thomas Uthick to })XLakh the Intradu@ory Sermon next year—in cafe of failure,

Brother Haac Skillman,
32. T'he Affuciation to meet in the city of Philadelphia on the firft Tuefday in O&ober nexi,
by divine permiffion,
33. Brother Uttick is rcqueﬂe«. to fuperintend the printing of the Minutes, and forward the
famie to the Churches. Alfo, the pamphlet on the Education of Children.
34 The butinefs of the Affociation was clofed with an Addrefs «nd Praver by the Moderator.
[ crmron in the evening by our Brother Jenkin Davids, from Eph. n. &, 9, ¢ For by grace
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FROPOSED AMENDMENTS 70 THE CATECHISM.

—

UEST. V. May ail men make ufe of the Holy Scriprures?
/quz.cr All men are not only permitted, but’ requircd to read, hear, and feek an un-
Cerft and'ng of the Holy Scriptares.
®, VI. What things are chifly contained in the Holy Scriptures ?
A. The Holy Scriptures chicly conzain what man ought 1o believe cancerning God ; they
:lfo ieach what dut\ God requireth of manin his Laew; a: ad “n his G3/pef how men are reconcil-
ed unto God, through a Mediator.

®. X. What are the decrees of God ?

A. The decrees of (od are his eternal purpofes refpecting all events ; whercby for his own
glory, he worketh ail things according to the courc®! of bisown will. Lph. 1, 11,

9, XII. What is the work of Creation ?

A. The work of Creatios is God’s making ali things, by the word of his power, in the
fpace of fix davs, and 2l very gocd.

9, XV —A. Man being created a fubje of mora! government, God was pleafed 1o
him a pofitive commmand for the trial of hts obedience, forbidding him to ezt of the tree of
knowlcdge of good and evil upon the pain of death,

9. XIX.—A4. Adam being made a public head, all mankind, defciading from him by or-
dipary generation, finned in lum, and fell with him in his firft tranfgrefnon. .

. XLLV.—4. Add, “and the nafitive command refp~&ing the forbidden fruit.”’

Q. XXX.—4. Chrift’s humiliation confifted i his bein; born, and that in a low condition,

made under the law, and in his enduring the penalty of the law as the finner’s fubftinne and fure-
ty ; in the miferies of this iife, and m the death of the crofs 5 tn beirg buried, and continuing
under the power of death for a ime.

Q. XXXII. & XXXIII. And in the Anfwers, inltead of puichaled, read obtained.

Q. XXXIV.—A. For freely offered, &c. read, * freely held forth in the Gofpel.”

9. LVIL.—A. Lalt line, inttead of to, read *¢ for, his own worthip.”

2. LXIV. Which day of the feven, hath God appointed to be the weekiy Sabbath ?

A. Before the refurrec’tion of Chrift, God appointed the {eventh day of the week to be the
weekly Sabbath ; but now the firfl day of the week is obferved, both for reft and worthip,
con"ormtty to the example of Chriit, and the pra@ice of his holy Apoftles.

9. XC. How may we cfcape the wrath and curfe of God due to us for fin ?

A, We ought diligently to ufe the outward means, whereby Chriff communicateth to us the
benefits of redemption, that we may have faith ic JefusChrift, and repentance unto Ife ; without
¢ hich it is impoflible to efcape the wrath and curfe of God due to us for fin.

9. XCl.—A. For offered ¢o us, r~ad ¢ held forth.”

9. XCII1. What are the outward meaus whereby Chrift communicatetly to us the Lenefits
of redemption ?

A. The outward and ordirary means whereby Chnift communicateth to us the benefits of
redemption, arc the reading, but cfpecially the preaching of the word. wisich the fpirit of God
maketh an effcCtual mean of convincing and converting the finner, and the ordinances as an
sdditional means of b wldmg up belicvers in holinefs and comfort, throuah taith unto falvation.

2. XCVIL. What 15 the ule of Bap:ifm and the Lord’s Supper ?

,4 Baptifm and the Lord"s Supper ate ordinances of Jefus Clrift, and are of wfe to fet forth
our faith in Chrift, and to encreafc faith atd cvery grave in us, through the blefling of Cuuift

and the operation of the Spint.




[CIRCULAR.]

The PraicapereHiA BapTisT AssociaTtion, convened in Philadclphia,
the 6th, 7th, and 8th, of Oétober, 1795.

TO rae CCIURCHES THEY REPRESENT, sexo CHRISTIAN SALUTATION.

RBzrorrp Pretuzew,

YIIROUGH the tender mercy of our
"I God. we have had a comfortable mect-
ing 3 Srr whicii we hope you will jecin us in
thankigiving,

Referning you to our Minuvees for informa-
+ion refpe&ing our proceedings at this time,
we pafs on to the fubjed, on which, accord-
ing to our covrfe, we are now to addrefs you.
As we always, in our Annual Epiftles, with
fervery afe@ions, aim at your inftruction and
edificaticn, we hope our labor of love will ever
be received and attended to with chriftian be-
ncvolence, and that the effe@ will be, the
tuilding us up in our moft holy farth,

The {utjet of our laft Addrefs, was the
Law—: he next in order, 10 our moft excel-
lent Confeflion of Faith, is thc GoseEL.

Between the Law and Gofpel, there 38 a
ncar connection; but, at thc fame time, a
very caaterial ditference.  The blending - of
thele togeth.er, or treating of them im an inju-
dicious andvindifting Zanner, «bas ever been
a mzwerial fource of ecrior in. the Chriftian
Ckwch, It s, therefore, the more neccflary
to keep each of them in its praper place ; and
the rather on account, that J?e:a! lpmt is fo
fo natural to Man, anad a legal ftrain fo diffi-
cult to be guarded ageinft. Man is uarurally
{o wedded to the L'IW, that he cannot eafily
be difengaped from it,

Would vou know the difference between
the Law and the Gofpel! Only ebferve—
'The law denounces wrath 3 the Gofpel jub-
lithes peace ¢ the Law convinces of guilt j the
Gotpel brings an acquittance : the Lo pro-
nounces fentence ; the Gofpel holds out a
pardon : the Law requires fatisfaction to the
lait mite 5 the Gofrel dfcoicrs, that fatisfic-
tion has been made 1 full: the Law knows

Juagey good rewws,

nothing of mercy ; tie Gofpel knows nething
elf>: in the I aw, nghtuuinc s, juitice, and
truth fhine glorionfly ;5 m the Gotpel, love,
grace, mercy, [ity, condcicenfion, and com-
pailion do afz fhine, and with much more re-
{plendent glory @ communds,  prohibitions,
conditions, thyeatenings, perolucs, &c. belong
to the Law 5 but, in the Golpel, thefe have
no place.  In the Gofpel we find free gizce,
free mercy, free pardon, faith and repentance
are freely given, and, wirh them, a new heart,
a new nature, new life, all 1s nowy, all 1s free.
The Gofpel, as the word figniiies, is goad s/~
Jled tidings.  The lm suage
of the angels at the birth of Chnft, was, De-
hold, we bnng you glad tidings of great joy.
Luke il 15, The evangelic Prophet Haizh,
in that memorabie paffage, applied by our blef-
fed Lord to himfclt and the gofypel day, Luke
iv. 18, 19, breaks out in the tollowing gofpel
ftrain : ¢ The Spirit of the Lord God is upon
me, becaufe the Lord has anointed me to
preich good~tidings unto the meek ; he has
{fent me 1o bind up the broken hcarted to
procl.mu libertv to the captives, and the oper-
ing of the prifon doors to them that are bound,

to procla:m the acceptable year of the Lord, to
comfort all that mourn ; to appoint unto them
that mourn in Zion, tu give unto them beauty
for athes, the oil of joy for mourning, the Lal-.
ment ¢t praife for the fpirit of hc«unds. If.

Ix. l——~3.”

The Gofpel is fometimes called the Gofpel
of the Grace of God, Ads xx. 24. becasic
it publifhes the rich grace and mercy of Ged
in Chrift Jefus, Sometimes it is called the
Gofpel of Salvation. Epho 1. 13, Ads xiit.
26. becaufe it brings to light the way of life
and falvation provided of God for Lot pcmlm":
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finvers.  Someumes the Gofpel of peace, be-
caufe it proclanns that glorivus peace made by
the peace fpeakun blood of Chnift 5 produces
peice and tranquitity in diflrefled mmds, makes
aen to be of a peaceable difpofition, direéi

ricn to, and leads in the way of peace, and
makes mect for eteinal peace.

The Golpel brings glad tidings of good
things : good things done for us ; in that atone-
men: is made for us, our debt jpaid, a righte-
cafn:fs wrought out, pardon and acceptance
procured : good things wrought in us; fuch
as regeneration, meetnefs for heaven, faith,
epe, and every other grace; all the good
things of Providence and grace that are ne-
culdary for our prefent ufe during our paflage
through life ; and finally,
hewven 1dedf, even all the glor and hl.ppmcis
of the beatific ftate.  The Gofpel, in ﬁnn,
coatains a difcovery of all good things for time
and eternity, in deliverance from fin “and ev ery
evil, and the full enjoyment of every blifs and

happinefs beyond what the tongue of men or
angels can Uq*n.fs, or the powers of the hu-
man mind conceive,

Of the Gofpel we farther obferve, that it
is purely a matter of rev elanon, and is not dif-

coverable by the light 0" nature.  This Reve-
fat:on was made by flow degrees. On this head
a lare wnies* in om conncctton, exprefles
Limfelf thus .« The finft dawning of the Gof-
pel, and at 4 fame time the Tirft glimmering
ot hope, appeied to Adam in the promife
that was mad> refpe@ing the feed of the wo-
1. Gen. iil. 13, Here the cternal counfels

of thc grace of (+2d began to unfold themfelves.
Ty the promife reede to Abraham, which was
srtcrwards renewed to Ifaac and Jacob, the
f.me gofpel grace breaks forth with clearer
I'ahte What bad betore been {poken in more
general terms of the feed of the woman, is now

faid in a more particular manner of the feed of

Abraham, Gen. xxii. 18, To Jacob the very
tume of accomphiling the promife was pointed
out. Gen, xlix. 10. Mofes renders the promife
(till raore manifelt, while he points out a cha-

* Dr. Joncs’s Sermon on the Cuvenzat,

the good things of

ralter and likenefs, Deut. xvii. 15. In the
prophets, who were much further advanced in
the difpenfation of the promifes, appreaching
to the fulinefs of time, haftening to the coming
of the Meffiah, you have his virgin mother, Ii.
vi. §—place of birth, Micah v. 2. and other
circumftances particularly pointed cut. Only
obferve the order and progrefs (f the divine
promifes, gathering light and ftrength as they
advance. When the firft intimation of a Sa-
vior was given, he was to be fought for among
a!l the human race ; afterwards we are dire&-
ed to the particular feed of Abraham ; even
Ifaac ard Jacob: of Jacob’s numerous fons
the tribe of Judzh is taker ; cof the tribe of Ju-
dah the family of Jefle ; and of Jefle’s fons the
houfe of David. Thus, reducing, as it were,
to a point, what had at firft been delivered
but in very general terms.

Thefe are fome of the leading and principal
difcoveries that were made to the world, of our
blefled Savio i before his incarnation.  Thus
did the promifesand prophefies become brighter
and brighter, until at laft they hone more clear
in their full accomplifhiment, when the fun of
righteoufnefs rofe, difpelling darknefs, and
fpreading the light of the gogpel-day.”

This revelation of the Gofpel has been made
known to fuch nations, and application of it
made to fuch individuails of thofe naticns, as
it feemed good to the fovereign will and good

pleafure of God. Itisnot of him that will-
cth fays the Apoftle, nor of him that run-
neth, but of God that fheweth mcrcy. Rom.
iX. 16,

" 'The application of the Gofpel under the ‘n-
fluence of the divine fpirit, in the work of
convi&ion and converfion, is abfolutely necef-
fary, in order to our recewing faving benefit
from it. In this precious work of grace on
our hearts, the Law and Gofpel, confidered as
meaits, go hand in hand, and are often fourd
in the fame verfe, By the onc is the know-
ledge of fin, by the other the difcovery of de-
liverance. The one worketh defpair, the other
faith and hope.

Thus, beloved Brethren, you fee, that the
glorious Gofpel, in every point of view, is the
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work of the rich and fovereign grace of God.

It was of the fov e and mercy of
God, that the glorious plan of Redcmption
was concerted, was publxlhed and was after-
wards, as it {lil! is, applied to the elect, with
all its faving benefits. O the glorious and
bleffed Gofpel! O the fovereign Grace and
Mercy of God in and through a precious Re-
deemer !

From what we have faid, various ufeful ob-
fervations, by way of inference, might be made;
but we fhall only mention two: Firft,that accor-
ding to the Gofpel, the atonement of Chrift
did not extend to every individual of the hu-
man race ; and, fecondly, that the Gofpel
coctains no conditional offers of falvation.

We mention thefe, becaufe fome in our
days feem to favor fuch notions, and: fome
others, that tend to mar and go a great way
towards fullying the glo? of the Gofpel.

In regard to the firft, if atonement was made
for all, it was God’s intention that it fhould ;
that intention muft have its full effet ; the ef-
fect muft be that all muft and will be faved.

If Chrift anfwered the dcmands of law and
juftice for all, and paid the price ia full, then
there mu(t be guiltlefs perfons in hell for want
of being made meet for heaven. Chrift has done
his par:, but the Cpirit declines doing his.
Why God fhould appoint fatisfaltion to be
made for all, and afterwards not remew and

fandify all, and bring them to heaven, muft

be very [trange, and utterly inconfiftent with
the glory and perfedtions of Him, who does
nothing in vain, who never does a part, with-
out doing the whole, who always ﬁmfhcs what
he begins.

It 18 manifeft from the holy Scnptures, t.hat
Chrift made atonement for his people; If. Hii.
8. Luke i. 68. his fheep; Jobn x. 13, 26,
29. xvii. g. thofc that were given him; Hc.lk,

ii. 13. who were redeemed from among othersg: -

Rev. v. g.

As to the Second, to make Salvation con-
ditional, would rob God of his fovereignty,
and make his glory to depend o Man; while at
the fame time it would give room for boafting.

It would alio convert the Gofpel of the grace

“ftream can rife higher than its fountain.

fuafion will prove ineffetual.
-rcﬂtance, for inftance, is not Chriit exalted

* worleth by love.
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of God into a new law. Isthe law of works
to be preferred to the covenant of grace ? If it
be of grace, fays the Apoftle, then is it no
move of works, otherwife grace it no morc
grace. What! make our happinefs deper.d

* onMan? If we will & part, God will do tLe

Jeft.  Alas! what can Man do in the bufincfs
of his falvation firft or laft, to merit or promote
it 2 Is he not altogether dependent on God !
Yca, yerily, that at eve ﬂep, in the begiu-
ning and progrefs of the glerious work, he may
cry, grace, grace ; and whofoever ﬂ]uuell‘
let him glory a the Lerd.

But thefe meu Smke a diftin@ion betwecn
natural and m %ébdxty What is the ufe of
this diftin&tion, But te evade, deceive and con-
fufe 2 What can natural ability avail towards
producing a fupernatural effe®? The effect
can never exceed its caufe, any more than
Now
the cxercife of any and every evangelical grace
is fupernatural, is purely of God : but what is
born of the feth is flelh. And befides, if
man’s natural ability was competent to repent,
beliave, accept, obey, &c. what gocd could it
dp him, fince he is rever to exert it, unlefs
Gog iiduces or influences him thereto ; ard

without which influence, all offers and mor.:!
If we fpeak of

as a prince and a favior to give repentance un-
to Ifrael, and remiflion of 4;1 ns? If we fpeak of
foith ; whae- faith ? natural faith? What can
this be better than the faith of devils, who be-

lieve and tremble ? But if we fpeak of fuperna-

tural and evangelical faith, the Scripture is ex-
prefs. By way of diftinétion from the other,
it is called, the faith ot the operation of God,
the faith of God’s cle, like precious faith with
us, that faith which puriﬁes the heart, and
And in regard to them,
whe received him, it is faid, to them gave he
power. Yea, verily, all the powcr, influence,
and every thing in the bufioefs of our falva-
tion is entiely of God alone, and not of us,
who are but perfet weaknefs.

The fcheme of divine truth contained in i
holy Scripture, is mauifeitly this : That niag
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f 11 from that flate of reStiggde wherein he was
created, and became guilty, pofluted, depraved,
helplefs, &ec. that God in his rich mercy and
wifdom, devifed a way for the recovery and
falvation of fuch as to him feeged mcet, which
was doing no injury sodbherg that werg L% ;
that the way of recovery is through the aton-
ing blood of Chrift, who gloritied the divine
perfc&ions in making henorable the Law, and
bringing in an everlafting rightecufnefs in be-
half of and fot thofe that were given himFvho
in God’s own time and way are renewed and
fanf_tif:f:.i. made holy here and dappy hercaf-
ter. 'Tothis end m Ags appointed, chiefly
the word and the mini{tryfidg thereof ; where-
in the ftate of the fmnet by ¥Mature, and the

way of recovery through “rich grace is unfolds

ed; and it pleafes God to enlighten the mind ;
move on tae affe@ions, and fubdue the will,.
The finner is awakened ard convited; he fees™
his danger; is filled with concern of mind;
enquircs what he muft do to be faved; has
repeniance unto life given him; is led to fee
the fullnefs, frecnefs, fuitablenefs, and Q'uy
of the way of life through a Redeemary’is
enabled to lay hold by faith of this hope; fs.
transformed by the renewing of Bis mind ; has

the conftraining love o_f God thed abrepd h ,

“ower the whe

“joy ; to the only wifeGod our

his heart ; is hunbled and abifed in himfelf,
yet triumphs in the mercy and power of God ;
and thus being filled with holy zesl; he goes
on his way rejoicing. He isfenfitle the Lord
of his mere fowtweigaqunconditional grace and
.iercy an the.good werk, is now carrying
it on, 3n will compleat it in g';::*y, to wliom,
therefore, without referve, he afcribes »U the
praile, and will to all eternity. |

Itis now, Brethren, time that we draw to-
wards a conclufiom. We hope you are in & good
meafure eftablithed in thefe truths, and that
they are precious to you. May the Lagd blefs
you, and the gofpel of his grace be among you,
and may the time be haftened when 1t fhall be
{pread in its purity with power and great gloiy
earth.
Now unto Him that is able to keep you
from falling, and to prefemt you, faultlefs, be-
fore the prefence of his glory with exceeding
viour, be glory
agd - majefty, duminion and power, both now
aﬁ;&. Amen,
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