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MINUTES, &.

WsDNESDAY, Fune 34, &9

1. T two d’clock p. m, elder PeTER
WERDEN preac'icd the introduc.
tory fermon, srom 2 Tin ', ii, 15.

2. ProcExpeD to-the choice of 2 mod.
erator and clerk,

3. LeTTERS were read from the feverai
churches, and the following | {t taken of
the number of mumbers who have begen
added, difmufled, excluded, or died the
year pa&

N. B. MixisTeErs names in italicS;c-=
Thofe marked thus § not prefent. From
the churches marked thus *, we received
no lecters., Dalhes denote no minifters.

Churevas.  Minillers &3 meffingers. P O, ) gN0¢
8178
m L 4

Dittsfeld, s Valintine Rathbun,
Danie! Rathbun, 24
Stillwaier, L*mul Powers,

Samuel Rogers, 33 5! 89
W.Sbaftfbury, Gidsoa Sy, 3 1 49
E. Skaftjbury, Bben, Willoughby | 1! 1 1l 37

Adams, [ Peter ﬁVardm.
LSt pren Carpenter. o1 1f 4! 1 158
Newbetblebem, [ Lb nezer Swmith,
L)ecul zmingion | 37 61 4 27

Clavches,
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Courcbes,  Minifers & mifingerse {3 'C T3 Nau
o = Xy
& 8 o
St A
Fas 'isfeld, j;g:’»ﬁ'::{a M’og@, Qi 5q
| v § Tebn Nichels, i i
b o fbingion, i]oh: Lefure,
James Richards. 55 8 2 108
Rattfbiil, § Natkan Tanner®, 1c6
(jﬁﬁw Hayll, -
Lirt] : Jctepb Bates,
Littlebocfick, eber M: flet, | :
_Jofiph Cate, l14] V1.4l 44
Ha!;r‘:x’ * i el QMR : 37

Hi:'{}“afe, ((Steplen Gano,
LAmbrofe Latting, 'z 2] 2 53

[ Samurl Walds,
Paxriingfown, { Edw. Scettwo:sh,

L Timothy Bxdcack. 6g
Greatninepartners, Peter Garniey, | 36
Neavohrirarr, I{azc Beeman. Q 22
2d, chares [ James Mafos, H

- Larefborongh, | David Malan, 44
4°bctuich [ Cald Blood, |
Skafifbury, | Abiathar Wzldo, | BRIRED

CESERS:  Sme | VY D e, “Spinssdng

Total. 174416 16 5,::;8

N. B. Tue five laft named churches
were cordiaily received ipio omr fellow.
fhip the prefeat year.

4 REecxIVED letters and minutes from
the {everal sficciations;. From the Ph:la.
ceiphian, elder Thomas Montange ; trom
the Stoningten, Jefle Whitman ; from the
Warien, we received s Jetter and munutes,
bur no meflepgar; but Gem thole ot
Yerment and Woocidook, we r1eceived no

clhcial

aé
Ry iy



5
otnie.ab informatinn,  BBach of thele mel-
fengers trom our fifter afliciations, we re-
ceve ro iic and aét v our deliberations,

5. ApPINTED ¢lders Blood, (vano and
Montange, and breciaren S.muel Whelps
ly and [iberezer W jluuzhby, ) write ta
the feveral fitter 2{ ciations,

6. A»journib ¢ Il halt after ripght tos
NMOorrew noruiag.

Tnurespay, Fune 4.

MEer purivant to adjsurament.

7. ELDER Bicod delivered a dilcourfe
from Heb. v. xi.i. 14.

8. ReaD and approved of the leiters
to the fiiter affociations,

9. AppoiNTED brethren Lamuel Powe
ers, Ebenez2r Sm:th and Stephen Carpea-
ter, our melflengers 1o the Warren afloci-
ation, to be hotden at Sturbridge, the
Tuefday afier the firlt Wedneiday 1a Sep-
tember ; allo Juftus Huil and Samuvel
Whelply, to that ot Sronington, to mee: at
Exerer, on the third Tuefaay of Oltober ;
and Lemuel Powers and Stephen Gano, to
that of Phiiadeiphia, to ineet at Phiuadel-
ph:a, on the firit T'ueiday ot Oliober ; who
are alfo deflired to preceed to Virginia,
and there acquaint themielves (&8 time
aad enportunity may ferve) with the ord-
er and lhanding ot tae feveral allociavons
in (hioie panis 3 who hiave lohcited our dels

swlhp,
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lowfhip, when the door thereunto may
open : alfo Obed Warren and Ebenezer
Willeughby, te that of Woodftock, to
meet at Marlow, cn the laf Wedaoefday ot
September ; and Caleb Blood and Lben-
ezer Willoughby, to that of Vermont, to
meet at Ira on the firt Wedne(day of Oc-
tober nexc,

10. As the churches of Stillwater and
Hillidale have fignified in their lecters, &c,
that their refpect.ve elders Lemuel Pow.
ers and Stephen Gano, are difpoied to tra-
vel confiderable part ot their time, and
preach the gofpel, and the churches ac.
quieiceing therein, have requefted us to
fend fupplies to, and provide for them,

‘while their eldeis may be ablent.

We heartily rejoice to find the church-
es’ elders engaged in the caufe and {pread
of truth—and appoint the tollowing fup-
plies to vacant churches :

Stillwater, brethren Eber Moffer, laft
Lord’s day in October. Samuel Whelp-
ly, laft Liord’s day in November. Culeb
Blood, {econd Lord’s day in January.

Hillfdale, brethren Samuel Whelply, fe-
coad Locd’s day in Oftober. Adam Ha.
milron, firft Liora’s day in November,
Samuzl Walde, firt Lord’sday in Decem.
ber. Jolhua Morfe, ficlt Lord’s day in
Tacvary. Thuomas Montange, b (kL oca’s
day in Feuruary, Newbritain,
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Newbritain, Jothua Morle, third Lore 3
day in fune. Juftus Hull, fecond Lord’s
dayin July, .

Ninepartncrs, Samuel Whelply, third
Lord’s dav in June. Samuel Waldo,
third Liord’s day in January,

Newbetblevem, Obed Warren, third
Lord’s day in Auguft, —-— Niles, laft
Lord’s day in June.

11. ArroinTeD brethren Caleb Bloed
and Ebenezer Willoughby, to fuperinteod
the printing of the mioutes,

12, AppoinTED brother Jufius Hull,
to write the circulac letter for the enfuing
year.

13. Havino received no returns (for
s long time) from the churches of Steph.
entown, Cheiterfield, and 2nd. in Han-
cock, therefore voted to drop them from
our miputes,

14. AppoINTED brethren Caleb Bleod
and Ebenezer Willoughby, to draw a
plan of the power, and point out the lim-
its as well as the rules to be attended to
by an affociation, and make return thereof
at our next annual meeting,

15. Qur next affociation will be held
in ¢lder Warden’s meetinghoule, Adams,
on the firt Wedaelday ot June next, fn-
troductory lermon to be preached by elder
Samuel Waldn 3 znd i caie of tailure, by
elder Lemuel Poweis, Circular
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Circular Letzer.

DEARLY BELCVED,

LTRHOQOUGH it hss not been our

afual cuftom to addrels you by acir-
cular lecter, yet we with you to fuffer 2
word of advice in this trying day 3 acd as
we are determined to fland aloot from the
idea of claiming (much more eXxercifing)
any power that may in the leaft interfere
with the independency, or government of
the feveral churches by us reprefented——=
yet it appears to us, thet there is 00 one
thing of greater importance, (to the good
of Zion in this world) than a propsr exer-
cife of that power, which, by our exalted
redeemer, 18 given to each individual
chureh over its own members. The
power which a gofpel church has over its
members, is not to be exercifed according
to any plan, form, or cuftom, of any that
wear the name of chrifiar, any turcher
than they perfeétly agree with the direce
tion, given by the great head of churches
in his written word, which fays, ¢ See that
tbou make all 1bings according lo 1he patiern
foewed 1o thee in she mouns ;" Heb. v 5.

All church power exercifed comra;y ta
th's
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this rule, is mare ufurpatian, 2ad has ot
the power of Chrift in i,

The defizn of golpel difcinline is to
purge the church trom :oi iquity, and not
to gratity our prejudice and hard teelings
ene toward apother ; in its nature it 18
calculated to fuccour the tempred, to de-
liver the captive, hux L up and bring home
with rejcicing,thofe who are gone aitray :
alo to cleanle the church fron impeat-
teat (inners, trom conzeation and dowviiion,
from tattling and talebearing 3 and to
keep the faith and order of the chnftian
church in its primitive purity,

Qur blefled Liord, in the 18:h of Matr,
cleatly holds forta thz nature, and firony.
ly urges the aeceility of courch gavera-
ment and diicipline, Wnazn we coniider
the wonderful ord ¢ in whreh God bain
. fixed all nature, both ratioaal and irratione
al, animage and iaan.mats,  that eaca
cae fhall bsar his poruoa, exibitng his
glory, we muft be {enfibie that h~ aeve
intended his peujhar peole Lyald Lve
ths world, without ftr1et atiensnn o o 3ind
oraer and goveramzatin by cauran, -
As o machias can anfwer taz 's*r PEGY
of the author, uniels all 18 parts ar=s wu'y
proportioned, and Kept ia dug 0tder, b
no caurch can fhew forch the true order
o: Goa’s houle, wicnour {irid alienuuin iy

b i
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the laws and ordinances given forth by
the great archite¢t and buslder of Zion,

ft muft be acknow!edged that all com-
munities -formed among men, are under
cerrain bonds of union (o their own focie
ety 3 the fuliilling whersof are the condis
tions of the ccmpaét ; if one member is
indulged in the breach of this combina.
tion, why not another ? and fo on,till the
whole community becowmes extinét : fo, if
one member of a church, be they high or
low, rich or poor, boad or free, is irdulg-
ed in the breach of thole bonds of peace
which we have entered into, to keep the
commandments and ordinances of the
Lord blamele(s, by the fame rule another
may ; and thus we may go on, till in re.
ality we become a fynagogue of fatan, be
our proteflion as it may,~~— Let us then,
beloved brethre.., as we regard the cauvfe
of our blefled Redeemer, hold the reins
of government which the Lord Jefus hath
put into our handss and keep a fin&
watch over our members for good : every
~ church muft be accouarable to God in the
great day, bow the conduéts herlelf toe
wirds ber members, and whether fhe 13
faithfol to ibac cruft repofed in her, 1n
cxocuung tie laws of Chndly  Let us als
lo be cuoncerpned tg take the utnoft care,

that
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that no matter of lsbour be admitted inta
the church, butluch as are brought ac.
cording to the rules of the goipel; and
when difficulties are thus brought, attend
to them in the fear of God, and love to
his caufe, and a hearty deflire for the re-
conciliation of the parties &t variance: tor
a fpirit of love and meeknefs is abfoluteiy
peceflary, for the right adminiftration of
church g overnment.

Let great care be taken that all back-
biting, whifpering, tattling, and talcbear-
ing, thofe enemies which otten prove fo
fatal to chriftian union and peace, and
which have {o often feparated chiet friends,
be purged cut ot the churches, otherwife
the fire of contention and firife will al-
ways buro, Prov. 26. 20.

Shall alfo remind you of the importance
of a tender care of the weak lambs of the
flock 3 and in your church government
keep the door open for the improvement
and encouragetnent cf thofe giits, that
may appear benificial to the churchi
Oh | may the great-kead ct influence,
lead us ali into the true crder and faith of
God’s houle, that we may underftand the
Outgoidgs anC 1acomings thercof, acd ev-
er feek the things that make for peace,
ard things whereby ong may edity ancth-

" C f,
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er, which is the earneft prayer of your
bxa;h*m in gofpel bords.

284 gqj by order of affeciaiion.

& AMUEL W& L D@moderator,

JUS uUS HULL, cerk.

RNARR &
Gt g
&

o



