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MINUTES, &

WEDNLSDAY, Fune 1ft, 1751,

T two o’clock, P. M. clder Juftus Hull
preached the introduttory fermon, from
1 Timothy, ii. 5.

2 A moderator and clerk was chofen.

Letters were read from the feveral churches ;
and the following lift taken of the number of mem-
bers who havc been added, difmifled, excluded, cor
died, the year paft. '

N. B. Minifters names in italics : thofe marked
thus *, not prefen:: from the churches marked
thus 4, we received no letters « dafhes denote no fet-
tled minifters.

Eaieilsz =i
Churches. Minifters & meffengers.|& |75 |81 ¢
Pittsficld Valc"{ltiﬂe Ratbhbun, . l~
Daniel Rathbur. Y 2 3L
Lemue!l Powers,
Darwid l-ifb,
Stillwater, » Ezekiel Sayles, g
Silvenus Sayles,
~ Thaddeus Hiited, 132406' 3 2 23z
. Shafubury, 4
Shdftfbur T 22
Peter Worden, v
Adams egidqu Coaman, i
tcp!r' - v penter, i
)Oded 1. .y, 15 88 1 176
vhethlehe T e— |
Newbethicuem, } William Duavid, n 18
_/o/bucz Mors, I
Sandisiteld, - Solemon Shephard, |
Sjcﬂc Mors, 21 25 G4
. Fehn Nichols, | i
Wafhington, ¢ A mos Kingihy, | l
’ Stephen Wadiwortht 2. ' Ga

Battf'& i



Churches. Minifters & mefengers) >'9 Hl 4
Bare(kill Nathan Tanner, &6 |al .
Dartix Robert Kinyan, 111 | 217
Fuftus Hull,
Litdlehofick, ﬁ;ﬁ;’ﬁf};ﬁ;
Henry Reynolds, 7 97
Hallifaxt, - 17
: Stephen Gane,
Hillfdale, }Sa:ﬁuel Wedit, 8 41 63
Pawlinoftown Samuel Waldoe,

S * § John Waldo, 2] 68
Greatainepareners, Jofeph Randell 6 1 1
Newbritain, & Afa Palmer,

Ifaac Beeman, 2 3Q
Nathan Mafon*,
and church Hezduah Malfon,
Lanefborouch David Mfifon,
&M ( Afe Whipple,

Squire Munro, | 36 4 6 1j 112
4th church } Caleb B.ood, l !

Shafufbury, § Abiathar Waldo, 2 |3 | 129
“amuel Whelply,
Stockbridge, > Caleb Chapman, 16
Sam'l Whelply, jun.
Afhﬁeld Ebenezer Smith, 2 24
| Nathan Haftings,
Bu lock{grant, EAfur Reed, i N T R IO 56
Newnalloway, % Abijah Peck,
James Greenfield.| 3 3 36
Cheflterfield, Ebenczer ining, 16 31
vt Samuel Rogers, ;
24ratoga, % ~almon M?mger, 47
Colrain, Edmund Litilefeld, 17

¥ fhua Daken,
Northcaﬂown,g Jonarhan Hays,

Charles Parttefon, 46
Sr. Cowk  lehiel Fox,

|
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N. B. The four lait named churches were cordial-
1y received iato our fellow(hip the prefent year.

4 Received letters and minutes from the fifter aflo-
ciations, by the hands of their meflengers, who took
a feat with us.

5 Received a letter, and minutes from an affocia-
tion newly formed by the names of the Danbury af-
fociation, by the hand of their meflengers, elders,
Hammelron, and Hull, who on requeft were cor-
dially received into our fellowthip as a fifter aflocia-
tion.

6 Appointed elders, Hamelton, Gano, Warren,
Moffcit, and mr Samunel Whelply, to write letters
to the correfponding aflociations.

7 Adjouined to tomorrow morning cight o’elock,

A. M.

e

Tavrspay, Fune and.
MET purfuant to :djournment.

8 Brother Blood delivered a difzourle from 1 Cor,
iv. 20.

g 'The circular “etter prepared by brother Wil.
Joughby, on the fubj« of the power of an affocie-
tion, being accideartally milaid, did not come to hand :
thereforg appointed elders Worden, Gano, and Hull,
to preparea circular letter on that futjed for the pre-
fent year.

10 Letters to the fifter aflociations were read and
approved.

11 Appointed brethren, Stephen Gano, Adum
Hamilton, and John Waldo, our meflengers to the
Philadelphian affociation.  Brethren, Fbher Mottir,
and Samuel Whelply, jun. to that of Warren. i 1
ders Powers, Rogers, and Moifer, to that of Ston
mgton.  Elders Warren, Littleficld, and Vining, 1w
that of Woodftock. Flders Mors, and Blood, to
that of Verment.  Flders Waldo, Dalkens, and bio-
ther Whelply, to that of Danbury. ‘

S 12 Query
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12 Query fror the church at Greatmnepartners.
1ft. Does any per{on morely by virtue of their being
baptifed, beécome a member of a particular vifible
church? Anfwered in the negative.

:nd Is any fuch perfon, in a proper circumftance,
for church communion? Anfwesed in the nega-
tive.

3 Query from the clinrch in Afhfield. Whea
any matter of di%e alty, has been fairly difcufled by
a caunci! from fifte: chur hes; has any neighboring
rhu*cH alegal righ' to d2mand a hearing of f1id difficul-

: provided the e juftified by the refult of council,

do not requeft it, and the party judged to be in che

vrong refufe to join in counc:l Anfwered in the
negative.

14 The circular letter produced by the committea
&as read and approved.

15 Agrecable to a motion from the Warren affo-
ciation on the utility of a united addrefs to our con-
grels, carneltly praying, that they would take fuch
mealures, as the conflitution may permit, that no e-
dition of thie Bible, or its tranflations, be publifhed
America, without its being carcfully infpe&ted, and
certified to be free from errors: voted that brother
Blood, brother Hull, and brother Gano, be ap-
pointed a committee in behalf of this affociation, te
prepare, and tranf{mit a petition to congrels on this
fubjeét.

16 Appointed brother Samuel Wi.ciply, jun. te
prepare a circular letter for the nextyzar.

17 Appointed brother Blood to fur vintend print-
ing our minutes.

18 Our next aflociationto be held 7t elder Powers’
meetinghoufe in Stillwater on the firlt Wednefday in
June next at tvo o’clock, P. M. Zlder Blood to
preach the introdu’tery fomen 5 in cal. of failure el-
dor Waldo, :
CIRCULAR



CIRCULAR LETTER

Dearly Beloved,
N our minutes of laft year we exprefled our in-
tenuion, of explaining the third article of the
plan of this affociation ; which particularly relates to
is power.

In order tothrow light on this fubje& and difcover
the diftintions reaily tmfhnov between the power of
cgurches and that e an aﬁocmnon' itis neceflary to
attznd primarily vo the feripture account of the na-
ture, bufinefs, power and government of a gofpel
church in two diiferent branches.

We fhall fiuft attend particularly to our Saviour’s
account, in Matt, xviii, of the nature, bufinefs,
power, and government of his church on earth: and
w each parucul,u fhall inquire for the clpoﬂlc:s under-
jtanding of the matter. -

1 In verfe third of this chapter our Saviour informs
us that the fubje&ts of hic kingdom or the proper
members of his church are fuch asare converted and
become as little children.  Hence we learn that the
church of Chriit, is made up of perfons whof: hearts
are renewed by grace, and become united in the love
of the truth, It is .mn the apoftles idea of a goipel
church, 1 Pet. i, ¢c. Ye alfo, as living ”ton(.s, are
huilt up a {piricual hoqu. Alfo I “ph. 2. 22, In whom
yc alioare builded together for an habitation, of God
through the {fphir.  Indeed all the an'ugs of the a.
pochs are addrefied to the chureh in this charaéter.

The work which Chrift has afligned to his
ok luC.l, in this world ; 1s truly important and folema :
for nowwithftanding all, tlte oppofition, and offences,
fhe may receive from a finfel world, yet fhe 9 inflru -
mentally (by the help of grace) to prcfcrw. the world,
trom entire darknefs, corruption, (mdir‘ﬁdc.ht} ; by
iolding vp and maintaining the caufe of  iruth, and
1ishtcoufucfs, in the mrrh, while the world in geue-
rul Bethoinwachadnets, A< ten righeons would Thave

fayed
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{tayed thehand of God, fromthe overthrow of Sa.
dom, fo the kind Lord fpares a guilty world, for his
people s fake ; hence faith our Saviour, Matt. v. 3.
Ye are the falt of theearth. And verefes 14 and 16.
Y e are the light of the world, and let your light fo
fiine before men, &c. Thatis let the great dodtrine
of Chrift in its various brances both in faith and prac-
tice be truly diftinguifhed, exemplified, and held
forth by you; that the world may have the giorious
caufe of truth fet before them in the cleareft lighe,
both in doé&rine and example.

2 'The church is faid to be the pillar and ground of
!hL truth, 1 Tiw. 1. 15. by which we learn, that the
church is entrufted with the important chargc to {tand
as a pillar to bear up and 1upport the caufe of truth
in the earth, or on which the infcriptions of truth are
written, for the light of the world : and thereby to
fhew forth the declarative glory of God, to whom
fire muft be accountable for all her ations. Hence .
we infer, that as it is the church only that has receiv-
+d this charge, itis fhe only that has proper authori-
1y to execure it

2 1t muft then be the prerogative of the church to
“+v,.who fhall be receivad as members of tlie vifible
ehurch of Chrilt on earth. 71 his agrees with our
bavieur’s direction, verfe 13. that fuch as give good
evidence of their being renewed. and bccommrr like
Bule children, fhould berececived in his name. So
he apoflles received it, Rom. xv. 7. Wherefore re-
vcive ye one another, as Chrift alfo received us, to
the olory ¢f God.  And xiv. 1. Him that is weak
in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful difputa-
xlons. From the whole it appears, that it is the

hurch, who is direlted to determine who are fit

mcmoc: s to be received.

Again it is on the principles of gofpel fcllowﬂnp
thaz the church of Chrift is buile up, and becomes
one body, and one bread, knit to-ether with joints
wnd bands, Col. 2. 19. Which can be done .n ne
othier way, but by the churchies gaining the evidence,

that
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that thofe they receive are renewed perfons, and made
to drink into the fame fpirit of faith and love; thar
upon judgment of charity, they may receive them as
real members of Chrift’s myftical body. In this way
only can we obtain the unity of the fpirit in the bonds
of peace, and be fitly jeined together and compaét-
ed by that which every joint may {upply, according
to the effe&tual working in the meafure of every part
that maketh increafe of the body unto the edifying
of itfef in love: Eph. iv. 16. So that whoever
pleads for the admiflion of church members, in 2ny
other way than by the fellowfhip and feffrage of the
church as a body, plead for the building up of a
church without even the means of charity and gol-
pel union ; without which we are nothing. 1 Cor.
xiil, 2.

4. Again if it is the church’s province to fay
who fhall be admitted, it is hersalfo to fay who fhail
Le continued as vifible members. It is cne impor-
tant important branch of the-church’s bufinefs in this
world, to watch over h: - members for good, and to
exclude fuch from her fellowfhip, as arc tranfgrefl-
ors of divine rule, either in faith or pra&tice; pro-
vided always that they cannot be gained by thofe {teps
of labor, the gofpel requires to be taken with them.
In verfes 8 and g of the chapter under confiderition,
we learn that, althougha member may be as dear as
a hand, a foot, oraneye; yetif they give juft oc-
cafion of offence and cannotbe gained, they muft be
cut off and reje&ted. In this light the apoftle com-
manded the churches, 1 Cor. v. 5. When ye are
come together to deliver fuch an onc unto fatan, &c.
and vi. 2. Do ye not know that the faints fhall judge
the world, andif the world fhall be judged by you,
are ye unworthy to judge the fmallelt matters? A-
gain 2 Thefl. 1i. 6, Now we command you bre-
thren, in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that ye
withdraw yourfelves from every brother that walk.
cth diforderly. It is eafy to fee from our Saviour’s
difcourfe, inverfe 1o, jris the elureh that was to

) . ‘P -
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take heed inher dil’ciplinc,not codefpife oneof thefelic-
tle ones. Itis the alfo, who is required to be careful to
look up,andbringhome thofe who have gone aftray and
if reftored, to reccive them with joy ; verfes 12, 13,
14. Furthermore the rule given to Acal with thofe
guilty of private offences, muft iflue in telling it to
the church, asthe proper board of trial ; from which
there is no appeal to any higher place of_ ~trial, on
carth: for if he hear not the ¢hurch he is to be con

fidered as a heathen man and a publican ; - without
any further trials.  In verfe 18 we have the . authori-
ty of the church exprefled in the fulleft manner ; Ve-
rily I fay unto you, whatfoever ye fhall bind on earth,

{hall be bound m heaven : and “whatfoever ye fhall
loofe on earth, fhall be loofed in heaven. By this we
are affured that whenever councils, a.{fociations, and
fynods, aflume the feat of judging decifively in cafcs
of difcipline, they become mere ufurpers, and intru-
ders upon the government of the church. Our Sa-
viour concludes the chapter under confideration by
encouraging his people to look to him for wifdom and
a found judgment, and the fure promife that he will
be in the midft : alfo by urging the neceility of a fpi-
rit of forgivenefs at all times.

It °, alfo the church’s province, to try, prove,and
judg. of thofe who profcfs to be minifters of Chrift ;
and recei’ = or rejeét them according as they appear
to betrue or falfe. Hence the church is commanded
to try the fpirits, whether they are of God, for many
talfe prophets huve gone out into the world, 1 Joha
iv. 1. Again, the church at Ephefus mer with the
divine approbation, be-aufe the had tried them that
faid they werz apoftles and were not, and found thewm
liars ; ‘Rev. ii. 2. This God would never have jufti-
#ied, had fhe nndertaken to judge in matters beyond
her limits.

If then fhe has a right to try, prove, and judge
of church affairs, as 1 Tim. 1. 20. fhe has an un-
doubted right to appoint them : for who eife can have
a right to fay who {hall be the officers to ferve the

, church
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church but thofe who are to rejudge of their quali-
fications? We are therefore neceflarily led to think
it is the church only, who has arightto appoint thofs
who are to be the immediate a&tors in behalf of the
church : in confecrating, ordaining, or fetting apart
thofe officers to their work.

From the fcripture account it appears to us that the
churches in the days of primitive chriftianity, were
dependent on thofe aftually in office to aét for them
in ordaining their officers. We therefore think it not
-expedient for any church to appoint thofe who are
not in office to that work, excepting in extraordinary
cafes. The primitive pradtice may be learned from
A&s vie 6.~—xiv. 23.—xiii. 2. and Tius 1. 5. 1
Tim, iv. 14.

As to the power of church officers, it appears from
the word of God, that the apoftles had the f{pecial
gift of infallible infpiration, or the keysof the king-
dom of heaven; by which they unlocked thofe myf.
teries which had been hid in God, and had not be-
fore been revealed; Matt. xvi. 19. 1 Cor. ii. 4.
Eph. iii. 9. By which it appears that they had pow-
er to give fpecial orders and precepts to the churches
as well as to foretel future events, that fhould come ,
upon the chugch and world. .

As to the office of bifhop or the gofpel miniflry,
they have a fpecial commiflion from Chrift, to go
forth and teach and baptize. When fellowthiped
and ordained by the church, the church is only t
infpe& their do&rine and morals ; but is not to con-
troul them as to when and where they fhall preach.
They only are accountable to God for the fulfilment
of their commiffion, Matt. xxviii. 19. Go ye and
teach all nations, &ec.

But if by their confent they are appointed as paf-
tors of particular churches, then they are faid to
have the rule over them, and the church is to
be m fubjeétion to them, Heb. xiii. 7, 7. Theff.
v. 12, But notuslaw givers, this is the work of
Chriit : nor as judges, to hear, try, and judge for

~ them,
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them, this is the chiurch’s province only—io> judge
in all cafes of difcipline. But they are tobe fubmit-
ted to as.thofe to whom Geod has given fpccml gifts of
Iead and government; b) which the church is led to
an mfv method of coming to the true hg 1t cf the
aufm the is calied to judge in.

¢ deacons alfo are to lead in the government of
all rhc {ecular concerns of the church, fo fur as they re-
fpet her public charges, A&s vi. 2, 3, 4. Thus
brethren we have fet before you ovnr views of church
power and government,

We come now to fpeak of an affociation, by which
we mean no more, than a number of chu, hes in i
ter relation, mutually agreeing to meet by their dele-

gates, at {tated feafons, f01 frec confercnce op thofe

matters that concern the general good of the church-
es: that we might Le mutual helpers tg LdCh other,
by giving and receiving intelligence of cach other’s
welfare 5 that we may fympathl «¢ with.and pray for

cach other, and f{o be partners in the joys and for-
rows that await usin this changing world.

In which conference any church has.a right to pro-
pofe any queflion thatrelates to dodtrine or difcipline ;
DYC\)uLd that fuch queftions are always {o circum-
ftanced, that the folution of them will not interferc
with the government of particular churches,

On authentic information of the purity of faith
and pradtice of any fifter church, which defircs to be
recerved as a member of this conference; it is the
privilese and liberty of this aflociation to give them
fcllowtliip, and to reccive them asa member of this

conference.  But in calc any church or churches
ﬂulll apoitacize from the faith, and become corrupt |

w information from fiter“churches who have taken

u{ peliteps wo rechum them, and have not fucceeded,
Lm have neecflurily been called to withdraw 1‘10111
them : s the duty of this aflociation o fympathize
witll thofe grieved churches i thicir forrows, and 1o
inform the churches in general, that we confider thofce
churches who have fallen, no lenger in cur fellow -

fhip,
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fhip. It is the duty of this afiociation to give in-
foxmat:on of apoftates, and corrupt men in the mini-
try; that the churches may not be impofed upon by
them. In cafe any church which is 2 member of this
conference, fhall negleé to artend with us in confer-
ence, it is butan adt of bratherly kindnels in us to
inquire for the reafons of fuch neglett: and if any
church choofes not to mcet any more with us in this
manner, it is reafonable they ‘iould let us know it in
a chriftian way. If any church fhall think it beft not
to continue a member of this meeting, it is unicafon -
able to publifh their names annexed to the tranfac-
tions of a mecting of whlch they did net confider
themlelves members.  In fuch cafes we may drop
them from our minutes, and publith the reafons for
fo doing.

Any church’s not becoming, or continuing a
member of this conference, is not confidered as a bar
of our fellowfhip with them.

Finally brethren we confider ourfelves, to have no
power as an aflociation to determine any cafes of dif-
cipline in the churches ; but we are only to give our
advice and opinion 1n thofe points, and inrellizence
in fuch matters as come within the limits of a fiee
chriftian conference.

From what has been faid we learn that it is the
church only, and not an affociation ui churches, o©r
winifters, that is authorifed to exccute church dif-
<ipline.

Weare fenfible that fome mey objedt to this and
fay, that the church is imperfet, and liable o make
wrong Judfrmcnt. True, butit we acmm of deci-
itve councils, to whofe uuh meut the church muit {ub-
mit 3 if their judgment 1+ in oppufition to the churcly,

nd they are not convinced thicy were wrony,  they

mnoueﬁorc the munoﬂrdu\ 1(]‘\.(,-.1 withaut coni-
nraﬂn*g their own judumenis i and iF they do it ane-
on the judgment of ('.11@“, Gl they can lave wno
more ic;]owﬂup with fuch perion ‘I‘,:‘*w belore. v
appears from heace, that dediive counsin imme e
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ly militate againft real fellowthip and gofpel union in :

the churches. But councils for advice only, in diffi-
cult cafes are ufeful. 1o this way churches and bre-
thren may gain light, and all their difficulties bc hap-
pily fettied.

Dear brethren, we now conclude, withing you
much of the divine prefence, and heavenly wifdom,
and fkill, which are neceflary to the right manage-
ment of church government; that you may meet with
the divine approbation in the great day of accounts :
which may the Lord grant for the Redeemer’s fake.
Amen.

CALEB BLOOD, Moarrator,
By order of the affociation,
SAMUEL WHELPLEY, jun, Clerk.



